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Thank you, Mr. Chair,

The United States joins the Chair and the other participating States here in
offering our sincere condolences to Greece for those killed and injured in
yesterday’s tragic train accident.

Last week, on February 20, President Joe Biden made a historic and
unprecedented visit to Kyiv to send a strong message that the United States is
unwavering in its commitment to stand by Ukraine and its people. President
Biden’s visit to Ukraine was laden with risk, but this was a risk he was willing to
take to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with President Zelenskyy and remind the
world, as we mark one year since Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, that Kyiv
still stands, and the United States will not be deterred from helping Ukraine
defend itself against Russia’s aggression. And he demonstrated that the United
States and its Allies and partners remain solidly united and will stand with Ukraine
for as long as it takes.

We are now in the second year of Russia’s full-scale war of aggression
against Ukraine. A war Russia imagined would last just a few days will now be
marked in months and years. So, let us now take stock of where we are: First,
and most obvious, Russia has failed. It has failed to wipe Ukraine off the map, it
has failed to divide us, it has failed to break the economies of Europe, and it has
failed to convince anyone to believe its lies and shoddy justifications for its
renewed and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. Russia has turned itself into a
pariah that can count its so-called “friends” on just one hand. And what does
Russia have to show for its efforts? Ephemeral territorial gains and concrete
losses: according to some public estimates, up to 200,000 casualties including
perhaps 60,000 dead, and tens of thousands of pieces of equipment destroyed.
And only more losses lie ahead for Russia.



Of concern to all of us here, losses of this magnitude present a different
kind of destabilizing force. And for some historical context, consider these other
wars: The Soviet Union’s defeat in Afghanistan and the national trauma that
followed stemmed from the deaths of some 15,000 Soviet troops during that 10-
year war. The Vietnam War, that so profoundly affected American society and
foreign policy for decades, saw 58,220 American troops killed during almost 20
years of conflict. So again, consider: Russia has lost 60,000 in only one year. And
the losses continue to mount as Russia increasingly resorts to desperate human
wave attacks, called, very tragically, “meat waves.” Well, one does not need gifts
of prophesy to realize that social upheaval will intensify following massive losses
like these.

Putin’s Russia is making the world less and less safe with each day it
continues its war of choice against Ukraine. And rather than realize the depth of
his miscalculations or the breadth of his defeat on the battlefield, Putin now turns
to sabotaging other remnants of the agreements designed to keep the world safe
from war. Last week, on February 21, Putin announced Russia’s suspension of its
participation in the New START treaty, with which it had already not been fully
complying. Russia’s irresponsible decision to announce the suspension of its
participation in the Treaty, its reckless nuclear rhetoric, and its continued control
of Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power plant call into question its commitment
to the safeguards our countries put in place to prevent nuclear war and other
disasters. The United States remains ready to work constructively with Russia to
fully implement the New START Treaty, and we call on all participating States to
urge Russia to step back from its suspension of New START and fully implement
the Treaty.

Mr. Chair,

While the situation in the OSCE region remains dire, the United States
remains hopeful. As President Zelenskyy said at his joint press conference with
President Biden, quote, “We hope that this year, 2023, will become a year of
victory. [Russia’s] unprovoked and criminal war against Ukraine and against the
whole ... democratic world has to end with liberating the whole of Ukraine’s
territory from Russia’s occupation and the solid guarantees of the long-term
security for [Ukraine] as well as Europe and the whole world.” End quote.



We would all vastly prefer that Russia listen to the language of reason, of
customary practice, and of responsibility. Regrettably, the only language that the
Kremlin seems to hear or understand is the language of forceful resistance. Well,
that is the language that they will continue to hear until Russia’s forces
completely withdraw from Ukraine’s internationally recognized borders, including
Crimea. Until that day comes, we will continue to supply Ukraine with the tools
and resources it needs to defeat Russia’s aggression against Ukraine.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.



