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Canada followed the recent Presidential election in Armenia with great interest. We are 
pleased that the International Election Observation Mission and ODIHR reported that the 
process was administered mostly in line with OSCE and Council of Europe commitments 
and standards.   
 
Canada contributed two long-term observers to the ODIHR mission and we were happy 
to accommodate the request to extend their stay. 
 
The work of the Armenian authorities in addressing shortcomings in the electoral legal 
framework, in ensuring a good level of choice among the candidates, and in providing for 
a high degree of transparency in the Central Election Commission, is commendable. 
 
Canada recognises that political transformation is a continuous process.  We would 
highlight the need for further efforts in Armenia, among others, to ensure a fair 
composition of election commissions, adequate separation of state and political party 
functions and a free and safe campaign environment, both before and after voting.  
 
We encourage the Government of Armenia to continue its democratisation efforts, in 
particular through addressing these shortcomings.  
 
To this end, Canada invites Armenia to further its cooperation with ODIHR and the 
OSCE Office in Yerevan, particularly in the area of political and electoral reform. 
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