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Mr Chairperson,
Esteemed colleagues,

Ukraine has aligned itself with the statement by the European Union. In addition, | would
like to make some points in my national capacity.

We welcome His Excellency Mr Slaven Galic, Deputy Minister of Defense of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, to the Forum for Security Co-operation and express our gratitude for his statement
on the conclusions of the FSC Chairpersonship of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

We appreciate the efforts by the FSC Chairpersonship of Bosnia and Herzegovina to
organise the work of our Forum during this trimester in a professional manner. Let me express
our gratitude to His Excellency Ambassador Sinica Bencun and his entire team for chairing the
work of our Forum during this extremely challenging time when Russia’s war of aggression
against Ukraine and the entire rules-based order continues to undermine the very foundations
of the European security architecture.

Looking back on the first trimester of 2023, we clearly see that the Kremlin's war of choice
was at the forefront of our discussions. And we expect that it will remain among the top priorities
of the FSC until the war will be stopped with the military defeat of the aggressor and the
restoration of the territorial integrity of Ukraine within its internationally recognised borders.

Despite the regular attempts of the Russian side to use the FSC as a tribune for
disseminating hostile propaganda and false narratives aimed at shifting our focus away from the
horrendous atrocities its forces committed in Ukraine, we have managed to demonstrate that
the principles enshrined in the Helsinki Final Act matter and the FSC remains to be a venue for
the professional discussions but not a platform for the justification of unjustifiable actions.



Regrettably, the Russian Federation is not ready yet to stop its bloody war and it will
continue to use this Forum for spreading its false allegations, blackmailing other countries and
whitewashing its numerous war crimes. The latest statement of the Russian Federation regarding
its intent to station tactical nuclear weapons on the territory of Belarus is yet another provocative
step by Putin’s criminal regime, that undermines basic principles of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the architecture of nuclear disarmament and the international
security system as a whole. Such intents cannot but cause particular concern for the entire
international community as Russia delivers such statements under conditions of the continuation
of its unprovoked aggressive war against Ukraine.

Therefore, for us, it is clear that there can be no «business as usual» against the backdrop
of the devastating war that one participating State launched in an attempt to destroy the
territory of another participating State. Ukraine strongly believes that under such conditions
there is no other way for all of us but to be resolute in our unity towards Russian actions. It is in
the interest of all participating States that remain strongly committed to the norms and principles
of the OSCE.

| would like to express our sincerest gratitude to all international partners of Ukraine for
their assistance in countering this unprovoked and unjustified war of aggression the Russian
Federation continues to wage against my country and its people. We appreciate the unwavering
support of the participating States for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine within
its internationally recognised borders and thank all of them for their practical assistance in the
political, military, economic and financial spheres.

International support in the face of a brutal act of armed aggression remains a key
element in our common efforts to restore peace and rebuild the security architecture that had
been destroyed by the pathetic actions of the Russian Federation. The Kremlin must learn that
its war of aggression and the atrocities perpetrated by its forces will never be accepted by the
international community.

Mr Chairperson,

To conclude, let me once again express our gratitude to the Delegation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina for its work during this trimester and to wish them the best of luck in their future
endeavours.

Ukraine looks forward to working with the incoming Chairpersonship of Bulgaria in the
new trimester and wishes our Bulgarian friends all the best in the difficult and responsible task
of chairing the FSC. | also would like to express our gratitude to the Delegation of Belgium, an
outgoing FSC Troika member, and warmly welcome the Delegation of Canada as a new Troika
member. Let me assure you that Ukraine stands ready for constructive and fruitful cooperation
during the next trimester

Thank you, Mr Chairperson.








