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Canada joins other delegations in expressing our concern regarding recent 
instructions from the President of the Russian Federation on Russia's relations with 
the Abkhazian and South Ossetian regions of Georgia.     
 
Our Government favours constructive, peaceful and open relations between the 
Russian Federation and the Republic of Georgia, in line with OSCE commitments to 
which all participating States are party.  
 
Two of these fundamental commitments call on all States to mutually respect the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states. For one State to offer differing social, 
economic, political and legal relations to specific regions within another sovereign 
country with internationally recognised borders runs contrary to these core principles 
of our organisation.  

 
It is further our view that these actions, which are apparently intended to respond to 
the needs of the populations of the Abkhazian and South Ossetian regions of 
Georgia, do not contribute to resolving the protracted conflicts in Georgia. Canada 
would like to reiterate our strong belief that these conflicts can only be resolved 
through peaceful negotiations and in a manner that respects Georgia's sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.  
 
Further, the contention by the Russian Federation that the "new peace initiatives" put 
forward recently by Georgia "cannot be taken seriously” is, in our view unnecessarily 
dismissive and unhelpful. 
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