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Mr. Chair,
Dear colleagues

From the outset, | would like to draw your attention to the fact that | have not mentioned the
name of Azerbaijan in my statement. However, the delegation of Azerbaijan has voiced false
accusations and ungrounded allegations against Armenia, which | firmly reject, compelling
me to exercise my right of reply.

First, let me recall that the International Court of Justice twice rejected Azerbaijani claims
against Armenia for planting landmines. Azerbaijan engages in manipulative interpretations,
distortions, and fabrications, including the so-called "landmine narrative," instead of
implementing its commitments and obligations under the ICJ orders.

Second, Armenia has consistently made every effort to establish peace in our region and
advance the peace process, including through confidence-building measures. Guided by
humanitarian considerations and in addition to the maps previously transmitted to
Azerbaijan, the authorities of Armenia have recently prepared new minefield maps through
inquiries among former officials of Nagorno-Karabakh and handed them over to Azerbaijan.
Unfortunately, and surprisingly, this initiative was immediately met with a very negative
response from the Azerbaijani side, thus nullifying Armenia’s confidence-building efforts.

It is also worth mentioning that, considering Azerbaijan's possible speculations on the
subject, the Republic of Armenia has also provided the maps to certain international
partners, who, if necessary, can also be involved in the process of verifying their accuracy.



Unfortunately, our concerns proved to be true. The usual speculations over the accuracy of
the maps, that have been once again voiced by the delegation of Azerbaijan here testify to
the fact that Azerbaijan is utterly disingenuous in its claims. This is done merely for the sake
of advancing its narrow political agenda.

Coming back to today’s discussion, if we scrutinize the track record of Azerbaijan during the
last 30 years, it would be abundantly clear that Azerbaijan was on the opposite side of the
humanitarian mine action, with its policies and actions of creating impediments for the
effective humanitarian mine clearance in our region.

In this context, it's important to remember that Azerbaijan launched the first Nagorno-
Karabakh war in the 1990s, scattering landmines and other explosive remnants of war
across the entire territory for nearly thirty years. However, it is regrettable that throughout
these years, due to the obstructionist policy and deliberate hindrance of Azerbaijan, the 150
000 people of Nagorno-Karabakh were deprived of any assistance from international
organizations. Azerbaijan not only hindered any international efforts but also refused to
provide any single map of minefields planted by itself, despite the fact that the authorities of
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh have on numerous occasions appealed to Azerbaijan with
such a request, with the aim of carrying out humanitarian demining. Unfortunately, the
human cost of such a policy, which in fact is a flagrant violation of international humanitarian
law, proved too high: since the 1990s war, more than thousand people in Nagorno-Karabakh
have fallen victim to landmines, around 60 percent of whom were civilians.

Azerbaijan even went further with its obstructionist policy and insisted on closing the OSCE
Office in Yerevan on alleged claims that the latter was helping to carry out projects of
humanitarian demining in Nagorno-Karabakh.

And here comes a question: why, after more than 30 years of opposing any humanitarian
demining projects in our region - a fact that should have been a matter of concern for certain
participating states that now advocate for this matter—has Azerbaijan decided to promote
this issue in a politicized manner?

The answer is more than obvious. In fact, Azerbaijan's false narratives and smear campaign
against Armenia for allegedly planting landmines have become the last line of defense to
justify the numerous violations of its commitments and obligations. In our previous
statement, under the reference number FSC.DEL/200/23 we thoroughly presented the track
record of Azerbaijan when it used the “landmine narrative” as a pretext to substantiate
multiple military provocations and offensive operations against Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh, the illegal blockade of the Lachin Corridor for around 10 months, accompanied
by disruption of food, medicine and critical energy supply, and last but not least, to legitimize
the outcomes of its notorious policy of ethnic cleansing of Nagorno-Karabakh through the
illegal use of force.

Therefore, we reiterate our call upon FSC Championships and all OSCE structures to refrain
from any action that might be perceived as endorsing Azerbaijan’s war of aggression and
blatant violations of the principles of the OSCE founding document, the Helsinki Final Act.

Thank you.



