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Mr. Chairman, on behalf of the Canadian delegation, | would like
to thank you for the opportunity to address once again the
important issues of racism, discrimination and xenophobia.

The Government of Canada takes very serioudly the joint role that
governments play, along with civil society, in the promotion of
equality and respect for diversity in our societies. Inthisregard, |
would like to share with you our approach following the tragedy
of September 11™. We were particularly concerned by the
possibility that some communities might suffer as aresult of this
act of terror.

We consulted rapidly with the most affected communitiesin
Canadato hear their concerns and to discuss the challenges they
were facing. We continued this dialogue on aregular basis.

The Government of Canada created a committee on Public
Education and Outreach
to develop cross-cultural training and tools;
to build capacity of community organizations to engagein
cross-cultural and inter-faith dialogue and;
to create public awareness and school-based educational
Initiatives.

The government supported several projects, at the community
level, that were meant to prevent backlash against any ethnic or
racial group. These projects were achieved through partnerships
with the federal government, local institutions and community



organizations. They were responding to the needs identified by the
communities. Projectsincluded the development of materials on
Islam for educational purposes, community dialogue on racism or
working with mediato combat the negative portrayal of Muslims
and Idam.

The relation between police forces and communities was an issue
that also needed to be addressed. Earlier thisyear, | held aforum
in collaboration with police services, representatives of civil
society from across Canada and with experts, to discuss issues
surrounding policing in amulticultural society.

In the forum, we began a dial ogue between police forces and
community groups to look at common strategies to address
problem they were experiencing. One outcome of the forum was
the creation by police agencies of aformal network to foster
continuous dialogue, heighten awareness and work with
community groupsto address policing issuesin diverse and
indigenous communities.

My experience, both as aformer community leader and asa
Minister, has convinced me of the importance for the government
to work closely with community organizations. It isthrough these
partnerships that progress can be accomplished.

| thank you for allowing meto share thisinformation.



