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Mr. Chair, 

Many of us in this room have expressed countless times our admiration for Ukraine’s desire for a 

better future, and the grit ordinary Ukrainians demonstrate day after day in its pursuit.  

Subjugation to Russia is not a future they want. 

They have made this clear, time and again.   

Just over a year ago, President Zelenskyy addressed Russia directly, stating: 

“Without gas or without you? Without you.  

Without light or without you? Without you.  

Without water or without you? Without you.  

Without food or without you? Without you”  

“Cold, hunger, darkness and thirst are not as scary and deadly for us as your ‘friendship and 

brotherhood,’” he added.  

President Zelenskyy is not the only Ukrainian to send Russia this unmistakable message. Average 

Ukrainians do it every day and have been doing it for decades.  

Ten years ago, the world watched in awe as Ukrainians of all walks of life took the streets of Kyiv 

rejecting a return to the bleak past that held neither freedom nor opportunity. The Maidan revolution 

– or rightfully called the Revolution of Dignity – reaffirmed in no uncertain terms Ukrainians’

burning desire for a better future in the Euro-Atlantic family.

When faced with the reality of losing its crippling grip on Ukraine, in an act of desperation, Russia 

employed force by occupying Ukraine’s most Eastern territories, annexing Crimea, and eventually 

launching a full-scale illegal war against it. An act over 140 countries at the UN General Assembly 

demanded be immediately ceased, and I quote “demand that the Russian Federation immediately, 

completely, and unconditionally withdraw all of its military forces from the territory of Ukraine 

within its internationally recognized borders, and call for a cessation of hostilities” 
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For decades, Russia has shown no limits to the lengths it would go to – or rather the depths it would 

sink to – to subjugate Ukraine. It has certainly not let moral or legal constraints get in its way.  

 

Russia routinely bombs civilians and civilian infrastructure. These incidents are not isolated, nor are 

they accidents. They are calculated acts, often with guided weapons. Hroza is sadly just one example 

of many. 

 

The UN Human Rights Office said 10,000 civilians have been killed in Ukraine since Russia’s full-

scale invasion in February 2022, with about half of recent deaths occurring far behind the front lines. 

The real toll is likely much higher.  

 

Ukrainian authorities say they have recorded 109,000 cases of Russian war crimes committed in 

Ukraine.  

 

According to Ukraine’s Ombudsman, over 2,000 Ukrainian children are missing. Russia’s 

systematic campaign of forced deportation of Ukrainian children is well documented, and President 

Putin and his so-called Children’s Rights Commissioner are under an international arrest warrant 

from the International Criminal Court for this alleged war crime.  

 

Despite the gruelling war, and its brutality imposed by Russia, Ukrainians continue to resist.  

 

In 2013, when the Kremlin-backed Ukrainian authorities at the time used force against peaceful 

protesters gathered at Independence square in Kyiv, an entire nation stood up in protest to reject a 

future dictated by Russia.  

 

This was not the last time Russia miscalculated in Ukraine. In February 2022, when President Putin 

ordered his forces to invade Ukraine – the timing not being lost on him – he arrogantly thought he 

would take Ukraine in three days. Six-hundred and thirty-seven days later Ukraine is not only 

resisting but regaining  its territory.  

 

Indeed, Russia’s forceful actions have the opposite effect in Ukraine.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

We must listen to the desire of Ukrainians. They are masters of their own future. It is not for a 

neighboring country to dictate it.  

 

Ukraine has left the world in no doubt that it wants to be part of the Euro-Atlantic family, and is 

willing to do the hard, long-term work that it takes to achieve this.  

 



While Russia is determined to make this process as difficult and as costly as possible, Ukraine’s 

partners are determined to help Ukraine realize its ambition.  

 

Canada has supported Ukraine since its first day of independence and will do so until victory and 

beyond.   

 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 


