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Ambassador Frobarth, welcome back to the Permanent Council. It is always a pleasure to
see you and to discuss the important work of the OSCE Program Office in Astana.

The United States values your office’s robust partnership with Kazakhstan. Your
engagements with Kazakh authorities, including the advisory councils to the Supreme and
Constitutional Courts, demonstrate a shared trust and commitment to collaboration. The
ties you’ve built both with the government and with civil society enhance Kazakhstan’s
ability to fulfill its OSCE commitments and showcase your office’s valuable role in
advancing reforms.

We are proud to support your justice system reform project. It exemplifies how the OSCE
and participating States can strengthen a fair and independent judiciary. Your work with
the government of Kazakhstan on gender-based violence is also vital. We welcome
Kazakhstan’s enactment of a law that criminalizes battery and intentional bodily

harm. Effective implementation will protect women and children from violence,
strengthen families, build community resilience and promote economic development.

Your team’s work to improve water security is crucial for Kazakhstan and the region, where
population growth, urbanization, and climate change exacerbate water management
challenges. Through President Biden’s C5+1 initiative, the United States is invested in
enhancing Central Asia’s water security to increase stability, economic prosperity, and the
sustainability of the region’s ecosystems.

We celebrate these successes and are eager to see Kazakhstan continue its progress. We
are concerned about the Parliament’s work with the Russian Duma to combat “the
influence of foreign agents.” We hope this will not result in a Russian-style, repressive
foreign agents law. We also are concerned about calls by some groups to limit LGBTQl+
individuals’ enjoyment of their human rights. We urge Kazakhstan to reject any
discriminatory and stigmatizing actions, such as banning expression related to LGBTQI+
issues. Such actions contradict respect for the equality and human dignity of all persons
and might violate the human rights of individuals.

Ambassador Frobarth, the United States appreciates your unwavering commitment to the
values and goals of the OSCE. We stand ready to assist you and your team in your work to
support Kazakhstan’s efforts to advance its implementation of OSCE commitments across
all dimensions of security.
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Before closing, however, | want to say that we know you and your team are suffering
because the Permanent Council has failed to adopt a Unified Budget since 2021. We call on
our Armenian and Azerbaijani colleagues to find a way to put aside your differences for the
greater good of the organization and to join consensus on the draft budget so we can
support both the work we have agreed to and our valuable colleagues who implement it.
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