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EU Statement in response to the Deputy Minister of
Defence of Montenegro

The European Union warmly welcomes His Excellency the Deputy
Minister of Defence of Montenegro, Colonel Rifet Kosovac, to the

Forum for Security Cooperation.

His presence among us is particularly relevant in the context of the
special focus on Small Arms and Light Weapons of this and last

week’s meeting.

In the framework of the European Union Small Arms and Light
Weapons Strategy, the EU has carried out several activities in the
Western Balkans and is about to adopt an ambitious integrated
project to be implemented by the South Eastern and Eastern Europe

Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons.

We welcome the active role taken by OSCE in this area, including
through the assistance provided to Participating States in the
Destruction of SALW and Conventional Ammunition Stockpiles and

in improving Stockpile management and security practices.
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MONDEM, the Montenegro Demilitarization Programme, carried

out in cooperation with UNDP, is an example of these OSCE
activities and we are pleased to have information exchange on a

regular basis on progress achieved.

We welcome the address by His Excellency Deputy Minister
Kosovac today. Guided, among others, by the European Council
Common Position defining common rules governing control of
exports of military technology and equipment as well as by the
OSCE documents on “Small Arms and Light Weapons” and
“Stockpiles of Conventional Ammunition”, we fully support the efforts
of Montenegro to demilitarize surplus and obsolete stocks of
weapons and ammunitions to avoid the spread of these deadly

arms.

We are aware of the requirement for further support of the
MONDEM Programme and will, individually, take this into

consideration in the future.

The candidate countries TURKEY, CROATIA* and FORMER YUGOSLAV
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association
Process and potential candidate countries ALBANIA and SERBIA, the
European Free Trade Association countries and members of the European
Economic Area ICELAND and LIECHTENSTEIN, as well as UKRAINE,
ARMENIA align themselves with this statement.

*Croatia and Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the
Stabilisation and Association Process



