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Mr. Chair, 

While the Permanent Council was on annual recess over the previous two weeks, President Putin’s 

bloody war on Ukrainian civilians did not pause. Russians did not stop their shelling, as our 

Ukrainian colleague just detailed so eloquently.  

As he noted, the Kherson region, now liberated from Russian occupiers, continues to face almost-

daily attacks by Russian forces. On 23 December it was struck 74 times, killing five civilians and 

injuring 17. The following day, downtown Kherson city was struck, killing ten civilians and injuring 

64. Five days later, on 29 December, Russia launched 80 missiles and drones against critical

infrastructure in Kyiv, Lviv, Odessa, Kharkov, Mykolaiv, and Belgorod, and left 90% of Lviv

without power. Many of these rockets are reported to have originated from Belarus; notably, one

rocket during this attack was documented as landing in Belarus. The impact of Lukashenko's support

for President Putin’s war is clear. By allowing Russian troops to use its territory to launch their brutal

attacks on Ukrainian cities, Belarus’ ruling regime remains complicit in this war and will be held

accountable.

Two days later, on 31 December, Russia launched a further 20 cruise missiles and 45 kamikaze 

drones against Kyiv, Zhytomyr and Khmelnytskyi, largely targeting residential areas. The following 

night, 1 January, saw another massive attack of Iranian-made Shahed-drones on Kyiv and 

surrounding areas. Fortunately, Ukraine managed to use defensive military equipment to shoot down 

almost every drone and most missiles before they hit their targets. We continue to honour the brave 

Ukrainian soldiers defending their cities and towns.  

On the Eve of Orthodox Christmas, 6 January, Russian forces targeted Kharkiv oblast, shelling a 

thermal power generating plant, an oil-refinery, and five residential communities, and then shelled a 

further ten communities on 8 January. Throughout the holiday season – over Western Christmas, 

over New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day, and over Orthodox Christmas – Russia launched 

hundreds of missiles and drones across all of Ukraine.    
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Mr. Chair,   

Canada continues to condemn all possible war crimes by Putin’s regime and its collaborators, and 

calls for full accountability through the appropriate mechanisms. Evidence continues to build not 

only against Russia’s political leadership, but also against those in command and control of Russian 

forces and their proxies. A recently concluded eight-month investigation by The New York Times 

compiled and examined photographs, satellite images, first-hand accounts, and cell-phone records, 

and concluded that the perpetrators of the Bucha massacre were Russian paratroopers from the 234th 

Air Assault Regiment, led by LCol Artyom Gorodilov. Canada condemns in the strongest terms all 

violations of international human rights law and international humanitarian law and reiterates that 

perpetrators must be held accountable for their actions.   

 

Russia continues to face major losses in its war of aggression, having lost an estimated 42% of its 

tanks in active service, gone through 60% of its artillery, and depleted 80% of its missile stocks. 

Hundreds of poorly trained and equipped soldiers die or are injured each day on the fields around 

Bakhmut and Soledar. Nevertheless, Russia continues to pour in bodies, which its regime seems to 

view as expendable, and Ukrainian forces continue to bravely defend their territory. Wagner is 

reported to have lost over 4000 mercenaries on this front, mostly ex-convicts. Ukraine’s military 

intelligence calculates Russia has lost up to 115 000 troops so far and that it will need to mobilize 

additional conscripts soon. That represents 115 000 sons, brothers, fathers and friends who will never 

be home for New Year’s again.    

 

Mr. Chair,   

President Putin’s brutal and illegal war has caused human suffering and loss such as we have not 

seen for 80 years. It has no purpose or justification. President Putin has already lost so much on 

behalf of the Russian Federation. It is time that he withdraws his troops and ends this war.  

 

Mr. Chair,   

We call upon the Russian Federation to end this war of aggression and to withdraw all troops and 

military equipment from the internationally recognized territory of Ukraine.  

Thank you.   

 


