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Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

Let me begin to join other speakers to warmly welcome Commissioner
Ferrero-Waldner to this special session of the Permanent Council today.
Madame Commissioner, my delegation immensely appreciates your efforts,
and your support, and we are enthused to learn about newly accelerated
activities and engagement of the European Union with Afghanistan.

Afghanistan attaches significant importance to its relations with the
European Union and we profoundly appreciate the EU continued
engagement and commitment for a secure, prosperous and democratic
future for Afghanistan.

In fact, since the fall of the barbaric and uncivilized regime of Taliban in
2001, the EU and its member States have been playing an important role in
the reconstruction and stabilization process in Afghanistan. The signing of
the Joint Declaration on EU-Afghan Partnership of November 16, 2005,
which provides the first formal basis for the co-operation between the two
parties, remains a comprehensive framework for the long term EU
engagement with Afghanistan.



Mr. Chairman,

Afghanistan has made many strides on the road to peace: transition to
electoral democracy, adoption of a modern constitution and rehabilitation of
basic governance institutions.

The European Commission’s current Country Strategy Paper for Afghanistan
which will envision till 2013 promulgates a continuity and balance between
existing successful programs and new priorities in three focal sectors: rural
development; governance; and health.

The Afghan Government values European Commission assistance and its
governance programs, which particularly addresses the reform of the Justice
sector. Peace and justice are the two main notions that emerge in any post
conflict situation; as matter of fact, many believe that there can be no peace
without justice.

Afghanistan has suffered for decades from under-trained judiciary, weak
court administration capabilities, and an outdated and inconsistent legal
framework, therefore, together, in the judicial sector, with the help of
European Commission, Canada and Italy, we must overcome challenges in
the judicial system in order to see tangible results.

The Afghan government would also welcome pressing efforts to provide
local-level support for agriculture and off-farm trades, which would improve
livelihoods, strengthen food security and reduce unemployment.

Last year's first EU Troika meeting with Afghanistan in Berlin was a
constructive commencement of a political dialogue to precisely address
important issues of cooperation, and we look forward to the second round on
February 21 of this year in Ljubljana.

As we face a higher velocity of terrorist activities, and political uncertainties
in the region, we ask our partners in the fight against terrorism, especially
EU’s member states that are contributing to the UN-mandated and NATO-
commanded International Security Assistance Force to match that pace, for
a successful NATO mission.

The Government of Afghanistan and the Afghan people are deeply grateful
for the sacrifices made by NATO'’s contributing states.



Mr. Chairman,

As it reflected in the Madrid Ministerial Council Decision on the OSCE
engagement with Afghanistan, | would like to emphasize that a long-term
security and stability in Afghanistan is of the utmost importance for the
OSCE area.

In relation to that, therefore, we are fully determined to work very closely with
the participating States and the Secretariat in order to translate the MC
Decision into concrete and substantial results.

Afghanistan, as a landlocked country is sharing largely porous borders with
Pakistan, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and China.

We believe that, there is a great opportunity for the EU-OSCE cooperation in
sharing of expertise on border security and management, training of Afghan
police and custom officers, as well as capacity building of sub-national
institutions.

Clearly, such coordination of efforts would contribute to the regional security,

help in disrupting the trafficking of narcotics and precursors, and it will
improve prospects for regional trade and economic development.

Thank you for your attention



