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The Russian Federation’s ongoing aggression against Ukraine

Mister Chair,

Canada rejects the results of the unlawful elections it held in the temporarily occupied territories of
Ukraine from September 18 to 20, 2026. They were conducted in violation of international law. These
actions are an attempt to legitimize Russia’s illegal occupation, which we do not recognize and will never
recognize.

Canada reaffirms its unwavering support for Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence, and territorial
integrity. We will continue to work with our Allies and partners to maintain pressure on Russia, uphold the
UN Charter and international law, and support Ukraine in achieving a just and lasting peace.

Mister Chair,

The Russian Federation is responsible for starting this war of aggression and for its devastating
consequences. The immense human suffering and civilian casualties, including in Russia, are a direct result
of this unilateral decision.

We affirm Ukraine’s right of self-defence, as enshrined in Article 51 of the UN Charter, and remain
committed to supporting Ukraine in exercising this right through appropriate assistance, including military
assistance and training through Operation UNIFIER.

We remain committed to ensuring accountability for the crime of aggression and other violations of
international law committed by the Russian Federation, and to supporting relevant international investigative
and judicial mechanisms in doing so.

We reaffirm our steadfast support for the security of our Allies subject to the Russian Federation’s
destabilizing and escalatory actions, including hybrid threats and other malign activities, and reiterate our
commitment to collective defence and transatlantic security through NATO, recalling that NATO is a
defensive Alliance.

PCOEW11782 Translation by OSCE Language Services



-2- PC.DEL/893/26
24 September 2026

Mr. Chairperson,
We reiterate the following demands as far as the Russian Federation is concerned:

— To immediately and unconditionally release the illegally detained OSCE officials, namely
Vadym Golda, Maksym Petrov and Dmytro Shabanov, and we call upon the OSCE Chairmanship
and the OSCE Secretary General to make their release a priority.

— To release all illegally detained civilians and to ensure the safe return of the thousands of Ukrainian
children who have been unlawfully deported or forcibly transferred out of Ukraine or to that
country’s temporarily occupied territories.

- Finally, to put an immediate end to its aggression, to withdraw all its armed forces, representatives
and military equipment from the internationally recognized territory of Ukraine, and to engage in
good faith in diplomatic efforts in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and international law.

Thank you, Mr. Chairperson.



