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In response to the report by the Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental 

Activities 

 

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

 

 We welcome Ambassador Bakyt Dzhusupov, Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental 

Activities, to the Permanent Council. We have carefully read the report on his activities during the reporting 

period and on his plans for work in the future and should like to make the following comments. 

 

 We appreciate the Office’s contribution to the organization and holding of the 2025 OSCE Economic 

and Environmental Dimension Implementation Meeting and the thematic meetings of the Economic and 

Environmental Committee. We note a number of achievements – the publication of “A Practical Guide to 

Cross-Border Facilitation”, the organization of events on smart cities, joint work with the International 

Atomic Energy Agency to eliminate remaining uranium tailings, participation in the eighth Vienna Energy 

Security Dialogue, and educational programmes for women and young people. 

 

 The ongoing work on issues of good governance and the fight against corruption and money 

laundering, strengthening trade and transport connectivity, simplifying customs and border procedures and 

promoting transport corridors in the interests of developing international economic co-operation, including 

the linking of integration processes on the Eurasian continent, is generally in line with Russia’s priorities in 

the second “basket”. 

 

 We support the Office’s efforts to strengthen co-operation with relevant international organizations. 

That being said, we recall that the activities of the OSCE Economic and Environmental Co-ordinator should 

be informed by the participating States’ needs and avoid duplicating the work of other multilateral 

structures. This also applies to co-operation with other parts of the Organization, including field operations. 

It is important to take into account their specific characteristics and the need to act in order to increase the 

effectiveness of the OSCE, and to be results-oriented. 

 

 We note the progress made in improving the transparency of the Office’s activities, preparing reports 

on the main outcomes of its work, and introducing the practice of publicly presenting the results of 

extrabudgetary projects. At the same time, we would appreciate receiving, during the thematic meetings of 
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the Economic and Environmental Committee, some brief information on the main events, contacts with 

international organizations, and participation in and presentations at international forums and conferences. 

This would allow us to ask clarifying questions, if necessary, and enhance the Office’s feedback to the 

participating States. We always look forward to your and your deputies’ proactive participation in Economic 

and Environmental Committee meetings. 

 

Mr. Co-ordinator, 

 

 Unfortunately, this is where the positive assessments of the Office’s work come to an end. 

 

 These days, the OSCE’s economic and environmental dimension is “poisoned” by the Ukraine issue 

and politicized, and its practical impact has deteriorated dramatically. Under the auspices of the Finnish 

Chairmanship-in-Office, an almost exclusively anti-Russian agenda is being pushed in the second “basket”. 

 

 Although it did take place, the 2025 OSCE Economic and Environmental Dimension Implementation 

Meeting included a number of statements that had nothing to do with the agenda announced and were 

clearly aimed at denigrating our country. 

 

 In 2025, for the second time in the history of the Organization (the first such instance occurred in 

2023), it was not possible to reach consensus on the holding of the annual OSCE Economic and 

Environmental Forum. To our disappointment, the Co-ordinator of Economic and Environmental Activities 

took an active part in the Finnish Chairmanship’s ersatz event in Prague, which by no means constitutes a 

proper replacement for meetings of the Economic and Environmental Forum. Once again, in this context, we 

note the unconstructive position of the Czech authorities, who are using “visa leverage” to prevent States 

regarded as undesirable by the Brussels bloc from attending what was once a prestigious event – an event 

that has forfeited its right to be called an OSCE consensus-based forum. 

 

 The Office’s activities continue to be manifestly skewed towards the priority implementation of 

extrabudgetary projects. Moreover, in a number of cases, this work is of a politicized nature and goes 

beyond the Co-ordinator’s mandate. For example, the project entitled “Assessment of environmental impacts 

of the war against Ukraine and options for remediation” is clearly not objective and is aimed at artificially 

creating the preconditions for accusing my country of ecocide. The main task set by the project’s Western 

sponsors is to “inflate” as much as possible and by any means the amount of alleged damage and thereby 

justify the theft of frozen Russian assets. 

 

 There are also questions regarding the work being carried out by the Office within the framework of 

the OSCE Climate and Security Fund Repository Programme. We are witnessing persistent attempts to push 

through an agenda relating to the existence of a direct link between the climate and various aspects of 

security. Scientific data, at least for the foreseeable future, does not support such a link. The basic decision 

of the OSCE Ministerial Council meeting in Stockholm does not contain provisions to that effect either. 

However, instead of implementing the task set out in that document, namely to intensify co-operation among 

the OSCE participating States on tackling and minimizing the negative effects of climate change, an overtly 

confrontational agenda is being promoted. Under the pretext of assisting with digitalization and the creation 

of databases, we are also seeing attempts to introduce external climate monitoring and the collection of 

sensitive environmental information. This is obviously a far cry from what the host countries expect from 

the OSCE. 

 

 We once again stress that, in their activities, the Co-ordinator and his Office should adhere strictly to 

the existing mandate and the agreed language adopted within the framework of the Organization’s 

commitments. 
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 The OSCE is going through a period of crisis. Illegal unilateral Western sanctions and the Finnish 

Chairmanship’s Russophobic agenda have to a large extent devalued the economic and environmental 

“basket”. It will be extremely difficult to restore the trust that has been lost and restart work on the basis of 

unifying principles. 

 

 Thank you for your attention. 


