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Monsieur le Président,  

D’entrée de jeu, permettez-moi d’exprimer la solidarité du Canada avec le peuple ukrainien. 

Partout dans le pays, le soutien mutuel et la résilience civique ont permis aux communautés 

de persévérer, gagnant ainsi le respect et l'admiration bien au-delà des frontières de l'Ukraine.  

 

La Russie cherche à saper le moral et éroder la détermination des Ukrainiennes et des 

Ukrainiens par ses frappes soutenues, mais malgré tout, la vie quotidienne continue à fleurir 

en Ukraine, telle une forme puissante de résistance. L’histoire montre que trop souvent les 

envahisseurs méprisent la force morale et la fierté des populations à leur propre dépend.  

 

L’engagement du Canada à protéger, à rétablir et à rebâtir l’Ukraine est indéfectible et repose 

sur des liens étroits et de longue date unissant nos deux pays. Notre respect commun du droit 

international et de la Charte des Nations Unies ainsi que des principes dans l'Acte final 

d'Helsinki viennent sceller cette entente entre nos deux peuples.  

 

Mr. Chair, 

The Russian Federation initiated this war seeking decisive political outcomes, including the 

subordination of Ukraine. Starting its fifth year, it is clear that these outcomes have not been 

realized and cannot be realized. Ukraine remains sovereign and its international partners 

continue their support. 

 

However, despite its own battlefield failures, Russia continues to make maximalist demands, 

playing the diplomacy long game to either achieve what it could not through its illegal 

aggression or, hope that by refusing to agree to an immediate and unconditional ceasefire, it 

will wear down Ukraine and its partners.   

 

In this context, we recognize and welcome ongoing international efforts to advance a path 

toward peace. We are now at a critical juncture, where the possibility of peace is tangible. 

Canada stands ready to support a negotiated settlement that is just, lasting, and consistent 

with the UN Charter. 
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Canada will continue to offer multifaceted support to Ukraine and maintain and increase 

pressure on Russia.  

 

Earlier this week, Canada announced new sanctions measures directed at 74 individuals and 

entities enabling Russia’s war, 100 vessels in its shadow fleet, and a further lowering of the 

price cap for Russian crude oil to around 44 US dollars per barrel. These measures further 

increase the economic costs on Russia by restricting its energy revenues and financial 

enablers, as well as degrading its defence-industrial base. 

 

Canada will continue to hold Russia accountable for the damage, destruction, and loss caused 

by its unprovoked aggression. 

 

As my Prime Minister and other leaders noted earlier this week at the Coalition of the Willing 

meeting, Russia is failing economically, strategically, and militarily, four years into an 

unjustifiable, horrific war, for which it is solely responsible.  

 

Russia’s narratives of portraying Ukraine’s defeat as inevitable is an attempt to frame the 

conflict on terms that serve its own objectives. We must not allow ourselves to be drawn into 

a framework designed and defined by Moscow. To do so would be to concede, implicitly or 

otherwise, that aggression can dictate the terms of peace. Diplomatic efforts must therefore 

proceed with clarity. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

We would like to acknowledge the situation of the Russian people, whose voices have been 

constrained and those who have questioned this war despite the dangers involved. Restricting 

access to news sites and platforms also impacts the degree to which Russians can access 

credible, objective news sources. We recognize the courage of individuals who have 

expressed solidarity or dissent at great personal risk. We are mindful that space for open 

discussion within Russia has significantly narrowed since the beginning of the full-scale 

invasion, greatly limiting honest public debate about the war. Russia’s assertions of strong 

public support for its illegal aggression, must be understood within this context. 

 

Finally, Mr. Chair,  

We hope that when we convene again next years, we will have been able to mark meaningful 

progress toward, and hopefully achieve, a just and lasting peace in Ukraine. Ukrainians both 

seek and deserve such a peace. Several countries, notably the United States, are investing 

significant diplomatic efforts to bring an end to the bloodshed. Others, including Canada, are 

committed to supporting it. Institutions such as the OSCE stand ready to implement the 

arrangements necessary to sustain peace. 

 

But meaningful progress will require serious, good-faith engagement from all sides. The 

Russian Federation is not engaging on that basis. It remains outside any credible path to a just 

and lasting resolution. We call upon the Russian Federation to change course. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair 

 


