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The Russian Federation’s ongoing aggression against Ukraine 
 

 

Mr. Chairperson, 

 

 Russia is continuing to pile pressure on Ukraine by launching relentless attacks against critical 

energy infrastructure. In the depths of winter, these attacks are disrupting heating, water supplies and 

essential public services for millions of civilians. 

 

 Even as Ukrainian, Russian and US negotiators were preparing to begin a second day of talks, these 

attacks continued, causing casualties. More recently, the drone strikes launched by Russia against a 

passenger train in the Kharkiv region further underscore this point. We condemn these drone strikes. 

 

 Russia’s attitude clearly shows that its engagement will not be accompanied by restraint or 

appeasement. 

 

 Russia may claim within this Organization that other States are undermining efforts to find a lasting 

peaceful solution. But no country is doing more to undermine the prospects for peace than Russia itself. 

 

Mister Chair, 

 

 For decades, Russia relied on deep integration within energy systems, trade routes, information 

networks, and security arrangements in its neighbourhood, presenting these interdependencies as mutually 

beneficial. 

 

 In Ukraine, Russia sought to leverage these interdependencies to justify interference and ultimately 

aggression. 

 

 Against this backdrop, Ukraine’s response over the past several years has been resolute. Canada and 

the world are taking note on how Ukraine strengthened its own capacities and capabilities under impossibly 

challenging conditions. Canada, along with other partners, continues to deepen ties with Ukraine to further 

support its sovereignty and resilience. It is nothing short of remarkable how Ukraine has invested in 
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interoperability, diversified its energy sources, reinforced cyber defence, and advanced institutional reforms 

as practical measures to reduce vulnerability to coercion and aggression. All while under constant attack. 

 

 Ukrainian actions, and coordinated efforts with its partners, have raised the cost of aggression. We 

cannot help but realise that the costs of this pursuit have weakened Russia’s economic foundations and 

strained diplomatic relationships. 

 

Mister Chair, 

 

 Sovereignty is not only defended in moments of crisis, but strengthened over time through deliberate, 

practical choices that reduce vulnerability and build long-term resilience. 

 

 The lesson from Ukraine is clear: security is reinforced through strong partnerships and coalitions, 

grounded in concrete cooperation. 

 

 In 2024, Canada and Ukraine signed an Agreement on Security Cooperation, encompassing defence 

and defence-industry collaboration. 27 other countries have signed such agreements, often with a 10-year 

term, providing long-term support for defence, intelligence sharing, and security. 

 

 This invites reflection on how peace-loving nations committed to the UN Charter can deepen 

cooperation, exchange lessons learned and align practical efforts to strengthen regional and collective 

security. There is considerable value in continued dialogue and cooperation among those confronting similar 

risks and challenges. 

 

 Canada remains steadfast in support of Ukraine’s sovereignty, territorial integrity and fully supports 

its right to self-defense under the UN Charter. 

 

 Thank you. 


