
Decision-making body for politico-military issues
Autonomous body

OSCE-related body

Focuses on the politico-military 
dimension of security

Forum for Security Co-operation

 
Office for Democratic Institutions and 
Human Rights

 
High Commissioner on National 
Minorities

 
Representative on Freedom of the 
Media

OSCE institutions

Support to the Chairperson-in-Office 
and head of the Secretariat

Secretary General

Operational and administrative 
support to the OSCE

Secretariat

Mandated to represent the 
Chairperson-in-Office for specific tasks

Chairperson-in-Office Representatives
Assist host countries in putting their 
OSCE commitments into practice

Field operations

Participating State leading the 
Organization for one year

OSCE Chairpersonship

Overall responsibility for the 
Organization’s activities

Chairperson-in-Office

Decision-making bodies

The highest decision-making body of 
the OSCE

Summit
The OSCE’s central decision-making 
and governing body

Ministerial Council

Responsible for the day-to-day 
business of the Organization

Permanent Council

Peaceful settlement of disputes 
between States

Court of Conciliation and Arbitration

Security through inter-parliamentary 
dialogue

Parliamentary Assembly

Overview of the OSCE

57 States, from Vancouver to 
Vladivostok

OSCE participating States


