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There are a lot of examples of rough and regular violations of the rights for fair trial of citizens
of Turkmenistan and foreign citizens prosecuted in territory of Turkmenistan. It was repeatedly
mentioned
at different levels,
including
sessions
of thePUnited
Nations
Commission on human
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rights, sessions of the European Parliament, sessions of the Permanent Council and Ministerial
of theofOSCE,
sessions
of Journalistic
OSCE concerning
of to
theRespect
obligations,
devoted to
Charter Council
on Freedom
Expression
and
Ethicsfulfillment
in Relation
for Religion
or
human dimension, and also many reports
of the international nongovernmental organizations.
Belief
Therefore
I would
to express
a common
opinioninof
the Youth-patriotic
The Institute
on Religion
and like
Public
Policy has
been working
close
cooperation andorganization
interactive of
Turkmenistan
"Aydynlyk"
and
the
Republican
party
of
Turkmenistan
and
to
a number
of
partnership with religious communities, non-governmental organizations, diplomats andoffer
members
of the
recommendations
concerning
ways
of
influence
on
the
government
of
Turkmenistan
with
the
media to draft, develop, and advance a Charter on Freedom of Expression and Journalistic Ethics in
respect for fundamental laws and freedoms of the person in sphere of
Relation topurpose
Respectofforachievement
Religion or of
Belief.
the right to access to justice.
This draft charter was created by taking into account over 40 national journalistic ethics codes, more than
We offer
the OSCE
participating
states,
the chairman
of the OSCE,
OSCE, Council
the OSCE
300 professional
journalist
codes,
and relevant
documents
articulating
of Office
Europefor
and UN
democratic
institutionssuggestions
and humanand
rights
and thearticulated
OSCE Center
in Ashkhabad:
standards. We
also incorporated
concerns
by NGOs
and diplomats in meetings
we held to discuss the Charter.
1. To draw attention of Turkmenistan’s government to the issue of unconditional and immediate
access
ofCharter
the representatives
Organization
of the International
Crossethical
to all the
The purpose
of our
is to provideofa the
framework
and establish
standards toRed
evaluate
media
prisoners
in
Turkmen
prisons
and
to
consider
the
problem
of
possible
sanctions
regarding
behavior in matters relating to religion or belief. The Charter takes into account the paramount principles
the frameworks
of the United
Nations
in case if balance
such access
of freedomTurkmenistan
of expression within
and freedom
of religionoformechanisms
belief and attempts
to strike
an appropriate
will
not
be
given.
that preserves both of these fundamental freedoms.
2. Tonot
demand
from
the but
government
of Turkmenistan
of renewal
of the
cooperation
We encourage
only the
media
all segments
of society to use
the Charter
tofull-scale
hold the media
up to
with thematic
special reports
mechanisms
of the United
Nations,
including
on independence
ethical scrutiny
when it depicts,
or comments
on matters
relating
to religion
or belief. of the
judges and attorneys, on issue of torture, on issue of extrajudicial, total or arbitrary executions;
concerning
the rightsrules
of the
persons displaced
withinarea
the country.
No universal
set of principles,
or standards
in this critical
regarding the depiction of religion or
belief by the media currently exists. Without such principles and standards, there are no effective means
3. To listen
requests
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of convicts
for help
in reception
materials
the court
to gauge whether
newstoreports,
comments
or other
depictions
through
cartoons,ofpictures
or of
satire
go over
cases
and
to
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attention
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the
government
of
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to
the
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granting
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Turkmen legislation.
The need for a Charter on Freedom of Expression and Journalistic Ethics in Relation to Respect for
To demand
the government
of Turkmenistan
of immediate
termination
extrajudicial
Religion or4.Belief
cannotfrom
be questioned.
The events
of the last few
years and the
instancesof
where
some
persecution
of
the
relatives
of
convicted,
removal
of
restrictions
on
their
free
travel,
and
support
religion is the target of hate speech, bias, stereotyping, misconceptions and misunderstanding in some
theirmedia
legitimate
for legion.
reception
the information
displacement
convictedand
and about
country byof
some
have right
become
Theoftime
has come to on
articulate
a set ofofstandards
condition
of
their
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And
also,
within
the
frameworks
of
the
current
legislation
of
principles to guide the media in the area of religion or belief and to allow all segments of society to
Turkmenistan
to demandhave
observance
of the through
right of convicted
to meet relatives and lawyers, to
determine whether
those standards
been violated
unethical conduct.
receive letters and packages, especially ones containing medicines and the most necessary items.
We hope that our Charter proves to be an essential and definitive document in the quest for tolerance and
5. To carry
out careful
monitoring
of media.
observance
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proceduraltolegislation
of use of
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The Institute
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Turkmenistan
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in
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this Charter. We are taking actions to ensure that the Charter is extensively disseminated and the Charter
is published on our website:
We are convinced, that above listed requirements are unconditional and cannot be put in
dependence of political or economic conjuncture.
www.religionandpolicy.org
The international community has no right to tolerate the infringements of the General declaration
of the human rights by the state-member of the United Nations and participant of the OSCE.
Otherwise, participation of Turkmenistan in these organizations looks like a shameful
misunderstanding and casts a shadow on their authority.
Thanks for attention.

