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Session Fundamental Freedoms I, Warsaw, Monday 24 September 2012
Freedom on the Internet ' :

Mr/Mrs Moderator,

The rapid advancement of technology, and its global spread, has increased the
possibilities for individuals to express themselves, to communicate and to seek and
share information. To this end, the Internet has become not only a driver for global
innovation, but a new frontline in the fight for freedom across the world.

This development highlights the need for protecting human rights within new
technologies, not least as we observe how many Governments are making use of modern
technology in order to control, monitor or even harass individuals who express their
opinions through new media.

In order to strengthen the enjoyment of human rights online, however, there is no need
for new human rights standards. The international standards that are already in place
are sufficient in this regard. The prerequisite for creating the best possible conditions to
keep the Internet open and free, must rather be that the same human rights be valid
online as those we have offline.

Let me refer in this regard to the adoption by consensus of the resolution in the Human
Rights Council in July - a landmark decision - which demonstrated that maintaining the
free flow of information on the Internet is a global call and not something pushed by a
few western states. The resolution affirms that the same rights that people have offline
must also be protected online, in particular freedom of expression, and recognizes the
global and open nature of the Internet as a driving force in accelerating progress
towards development and also calls upon all states to promote and facilitate access to
the Internet.

Freedom of expression on the Internet doesn't imply that limitations may not be
imposed. Restrictions to fundamental freedoms online may indeed apply, for example
with regard to hate speech or incitement to violence. Such restrictions must
nevertheless be considered the exception, and when restrictions are allowed, they must
strictly follow the requirements set out in established international human rights law.
The challenges that lie ahead are to further analyse and agree upon the application and
effective implementation of human rights in the Internet environment.
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Media freedom and the freedom of expression constitute basic components ofa
democratic society. These fundamental freedoms remain a priority for Sweden
-and they are at the core of the OSCE commitments.

‘Sweden also welcomes the establishment of the OSCE cross-dimensional working group
- on cyber security. Discussions on cyber security should not be held in isolation. If our goal is
to keep the Internet open and free from restrictions and censorship, we must bring this
perspective with us also in the security-related discussions on the Internet, since the purpose
of a secure Internet is an open Internet. Therefore, the message is quite simple and clear: we
need a secure Internet and cyber environment but with the full respect for human rights, and
Sweden will continue to emphasise that freedom and human rights, security and
development are intimately linked. To strengthen the dialogue on this particular aspect,
Sweden has established the Stockholm Internet Forum on Internet Freedom for Global
Development. The next Forum will take place in May 2013.

Enjoyment of human rights on the Internet will continue to be a priority to the Swedish
Government. The OSCE has an important role to play here and we will continue to
support efforts that aim to strengthen freedom of expression online as well as offline in
the OSCE member states. B





