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CYPRUS S| TUATI ON REPORT ON THE TRAFFI CKI NG | N HUMAN BEI NGS

Trafficking in human bei ngs and the sexual exploitation of adults as well as
children is not a new phenormenon. The trafficking in persons for the purpose of
sexual exploitation has been rightfully denounced for subjecting its victins to
per haps the nost degradi ng and destructive formof servitude. Wth the
advancenent of technol ogy and new forns of organized crinme, extra pressure is
bei ng exercised on the international conmunity as well as the European Union for
radi cal action.

The Government of Cyprus is fully aware of the several actions and initiatives
taking place at the international and regional |evel and supports fully the co-
operation nmeasures taken for the prevention and conbating of trafficking in
worren and chil dren

The situation in Cyprus regarding the conbating of trafficking in wonen and
children is the follow ng:

According to official figures given by the Mnistry of Justice and Public O der
from1994 till the year 2000, there were only 51 cases for sexual exploitation
out of which 32 individuals were convicted, 54 cases for living on earnings of
prostitution out of which 18 individuals were convicted. W also had 3
convictions for trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation and anot her
4 are pending.

A high-risk group of persons with regard to sexual exploitation is young womren,
nostly mgrants fromcentral and eastern European countries, enployed in
cabarets and ni ghtclubs. There are currently approxi mately 1200 wonen working in
t hese establishments, and the Government is undertaking special neasures for
their protection.

Despite the fact that the Republic of Cyprus does not face serious problens of
sexual exploitation of children and child pornography, a great nunber of

l egislative as well as adm nistrative measures have been taken since the early
60"s to prevent and conbat trafficking and sexual exploitation of adults and
chi | dren.

In the light of future nmenbership in the EU, Cyprus recently enacted a new

| egislation, the Law to Conbat Trafficking in Human Bei ngs and Sexua
Exploitation of Children, which is in line with the correspondi ng Joint Action
of 24 January 1997 adopted by the Council on the basis of Articles K3 of the
Treaty on European Union concerning action to conbat trafficking in human bei ngs
and sexual exploitation of children

This law crimnalizes such activities, provides for severe punishments as well
as for the protection, conpensation and rehabilitation of victinms and extents
the jurisdiction of Cyprus courts. O fences under this law, including the
trafficking and sexual exploitation of wonmen and children, the use of children
for pornography and the production, display, showing or transmi ssion of such
producti ons could be extraditable and could al so be predicate offences for the
pur poses of confiscation of the illicit proceeds.

Anot her very inportant elenent of this law is the appointnment of the Director of
t he Department of Social Welfare as the Guardian of Victinms of Sexua

Expl oitation, who will be responsible for the provision of humanitarian support
and assistance to the victims as well as for the channeling of conplaints to the
conpetent authorities for investigation
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Furthernore, the House of Representatives enacted in June of |ast year new

| egislation for the protection of witnesses. This |legislation provides equa
neasures with EU Resol utions of 23 Novenber 1995 on the protection of w tnesses
in the fight against international organized crime and of 20 Decenber 1996 on

i ndi vi dual s who co-operate in the fight against organi zed cri ne.

Alignnment with the acquis and international law is an ongoing process. For this
reason the existing |legal framework regardi ng conbating trafficking and sexua
exploitation is undergoi ng anendrments in order to inplement the provisions of
the UN Convention on Transnational Organized Crine and both its Protocols.

On the operational level the institutions responsible for the inplenentation of
the I aws and policies are:

- The Ofice of the Attorney General of the Republic (Unit for Conbating Money
Launderi ng)
- Mnistry of Justice and Public Order
Mnistry of Interior (Departnent of Civil Registry and Mgration)
M ni stry of Labour and Social |nsurance (Wl fare Services)
M ni stry of Finance (Department of Customs and Exci se)
- Cyprus Police and nore specific the foll owi ng departnents:
- Crimnal Investigation Departnment
- Crime Intelligence Unit
- Crime Statistics Unit
- Aliens and | migration Departnent
- Crime Prevention Ofice

The above institutions are in close co-operation with two NGO s, the Cyprus
Fam |y Pl anni ng Associ ati on and the Association for the Prevention of and
Dealing with Donestic Violence.

Mor eover, the Police are in close co-operation with the United Nations, Interpo
and the FBI.

In particular, the foll owi ng operational measures are taken

T Strict enf or cenent of the existing |legislation
T Passport and operation contro

T Frequent visits by Police Oficers to entertai nnent establishments in
order to ensure application and observation of provisions of the contract

enpl oyment .

T Femal es wishing to work in places that are considered to be of high risk
with regard to sexual exploitation are given informative leaflets of their
rights as enpl oyees and the tel ephone nunbers of Alien and Inmigration officers
in case they need any support or assistance.

T The police take crine-preventing neasures in close co-operation with al

i nvol ved aut horities.

As part of the preventive neasures, border controls in steadily strengthened.

The initiatives devel oped to nmake the border control nore efficient are as
fol | ows:

- Upgr adi ng and geogr aphi cal expansi on of the existing Police Conputer
Net wor k.
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- Est abl i shment of forgery detection equi pment as descri bed by Counci
Recomendat i on 398Y0617 (01), dated 28.5.1998.

- Purchase of new equi pnent for the Port and Martine Police and the Police
Air w ng.

- Duri ng 2001, the procedure for the establishnent of N.S.1.S. (National
Schengen Information Systen) has began according to SCH comex (94) decl. 14 rev.
@22.12.94 @ 05.1.S.0. To this effect, Cyprus has already adopted an action

pl an and has prepared a tinetable for the inplenentation of the first phase of

t he project.

- Training of police officers on border control issues.
- Furni shing Cyprus Diplomatic M ssions Abroad with Stop-List Date.

The followi ng actions are in the pipeline and will be effected in the near
future:

- Purchase of a Coastal Radar System
- Est abl i shment and operation of the N.S.1.S. (Second and Third phases).

- Connection of the Police Conputer Network and other governmental services
dealing with external border control with N.S.I1.S.

- Purchase of two additional patrol boats.
- Purchase of three additional helicopters.
- Est abl i shment of the European |nage Archiving System ( FADO).

Mor eover, there is continuing training and specialization of police officers on
t he operation of the new technol ogi cal equi prent.

Regardi ng i nternational co-operation Cyprus has signed a nunber of bilateral
agreements with other countries, especially the neighbouring countries, for
regi onal and international Police co-operation concerning organi zed cri ne,
exchange of information, border control etc.

In addition, Cyprus has established at the Police Headquarters a liaison office
with the CIREFI OFFI CE (exchange of information concerning illegal inmgration
and trafficking in human beings). To this framework, an Early Warning System
(E.WS.) has al so been established at Cyprus Police Headquarters for direct
exchange of information with other menber states and candi date countries.

Furthernore, at the Cyprus Police Headquarters the Statistical Data Ofice is
responsi ble for collecting, analyzing, evaluating and exchangi ng information
regardi ng border control.

Final ly, having regarded the utnost inportance of the issue of co-operation

bet ween the nmenber states of the EU and the candidate countries to conmbat this
phenonenon, the Cyprus governnent plans to establish nonitoring unit for
conbating trafficking and sexual exploitation of human beings. This unit will be
conposed of representatives formthe follow ng institutions:

- The Ofice of the Attorney General of the Republic.
- Mnistry of Justice and Public O der
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- Mnistry of Interior (Department of Civil Registry and M gration)
- Mnistry of Labour and Social |nsurance (Welfare Services)
- Mnistry of Finance (Departnent of Custons and Exci se)
- Cyprus Police

The primary purpose of the Unit will be the nmonitoring of the several actions
taken in this field on the operational, |egislative and preventative |evel as
wel |l as the co-operation with the NGO s and identical units of the nenber states
and the candi date countri es.
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