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in Bosnia and Herzegovina: 

Analysis Based on Data 
from the OSCE-led Survey 
on Violence against Women 
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Prevalence of sexual harassment in BiH, 2018:
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Prevalence of the most severe forms of sexual harassment in BiH, 2018:
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Prevalence of different forms of gender-based violence against women in BiH, 2018:
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Prevalence of intimate partner violence (current and previous) and 
non-partner physical and sexual violence among women with 
and without experience of sexual harassment, per cent:

Base: Women aged 18-74 in BiH (2,255).
Source: OSCE-led Survey on Violence against Women, 2019

Base: Women aged 18-74 in BiH (2,255), in FBiH (1,163), in RS (1,019)
Source: OSCE-led Survey on Violence against Women, 2019.

Base: Women aged 18-74 in BiH (2,255); in FBiH (1,163); in RS (1,019).
Source: OSCE-led Survey on Violence against Women, 2019

Base: All participants in the OSCE-wide survey (women aged 18-74 (15,179)).

Source: OSCE-led Survey on Violence against Women, 2019

Prevalence of sexual harassment by country, 2018, %
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Women who experienced at least one form of sexual harassment by
co-workers (boss or colleague) in BiH (67).

Source: OSCE-led Survey on Violence against Women, 2019 

 Sexual harassment in the workplace, by type, per cent:

Inappropriate staring or leering

Sexually suggestive comments or
jokes 

Inappropriate invitations to go on
date

Intrusive questions about private
life 

Intrusive comments about physical
appearance 

Other
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Base: Women aged 18-74 in BiH (BiH:2,255; FBiH:1,163; RS:1,019).
Source: OSCE-led Survey on Violence against Women, 2019
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Prevalence of sexual harassment since the age of 15, by age and Entity, per cent:
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Base: Women aged 18-74 in BiH (2.255).
Source: OSCE-led Survey on Violence against Women, 2019

Base: Women aged 18-74 in BiH (2.255).
Source: OSCE-led Survey on Violence against Women, 2019

Prevalence of sexual harassment by activity status, per cent:

Prevalence of sexual harassment by the level of education, per cent:
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Percentage of women who disagree and strongly disagree with attitudes among women 
who disclosed and women who did not disclose the experience of sexual harassment: 

Women without 
experience of sexual harassment

Women with 
experience of sexual harassment
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Domestic violence is a 
private matter and should be 

handled within the family

Violence against women is often
provoked by the victim

Base:  Women  aged  1 8-74  in  BiH  (2,255);  ethnic  minority  (130);  religious  minority  (46);
refugee,  displaced  (118);  returnees  (109).

Source:  OSCE-led  Survey  on  Violence  against  Women,  2019                          

Prevalence of sexual harassment by minority and forced migration status, 
per cent:
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Base:  Women  aged  18-74  who  reported  a  most  serious  incident  of  sexual  harassment,
(BiH: 450;  FBiH: 241;  RS: 199).

Source:  OSCE-led  Survey  on  Violence  against  Women,  2019.                    

Women’s emotional responses to the most serious incident of sexual harassment, 
by entity, per cent: 
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Psychological consequences of the most serious incident of 
sexual harassment, by entity, per cent: 
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Women with experience of sexual harassment who shared their experience 
with others, by entity, per cent: 

Reported to police

Shared with partner

Shared with famyily
member or relative

Shared with friend

Shared  with  
colleagues                                  

Reported  to  employer,
boss                  

0          5         10         15        20        25        30        35       40     

2.6
3.6
1.2

13.2
13.8
13.2

25.1
19.9

32.2

26.8
20.4

35.1

2.9
1.5

4.1

       

1.3
2
0.8

Percentage of women who pointed to different forms of sexual harassment as the 
most serious incident they experienced and sharing/reporting that incident to others, 
per cent: 

Inappropriate advances on
social networks

Inappropriate invitations to go
out on dates

Sexually suggestive comments
or jokes

Inappropriate staring or
leering

Unwelcome touching, hugging
or kissing

Intrusive questions about
private life

Intrusive comments about
physical appearance
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Percentage of women who experienced the most serious incident of sexual harassment 
bylisted perpetrators who shared/reported that incident, per cent:
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RECOMMENDATION
Continuous work on increasing 
awareness of sexual harassment as a
form of gender-based violence among 
both women and men.

Improving protection mechanisms 
at all levels of governance and 
in all relevant settings.

1.

2.

Base:  Women  aged  18-74  who  reported  a  most  serious  incident  of  sexual  harassment,
(BiH: 450;  FBiH: 241;  RS: 199).

Source:  OSCE-led  Survey  on  Violence  against  Women,  2019.                    

Base:  Women  aged  18-74  who  reported  a  most  serious  incident  of  sexual  harassment,
(BiH: 450;  FBiH: 241;  RS: 199).

Source:  OSCE-led  Survey  on  Violence  against  Women,  2019.                    

Base:  Women  aged  18-74  who  reported  a  most  serious  incident  of  sexual  harassment,
(BiH: 450;  FBiH: 241;  RS: 199).

Source:  OSCE-led  Survey  on  Violence  against  Women,  2019.                    

Base:  Women  aged  18-74  who  reported  a  most  serious  incident  of  sexual  harassment,
(BiH: 450;  FBiH: 241;  RS: 199).

Source:  OSCE-led  Survey  on  Violence  against  Women,  2019.                    

Gender equality 
mechanisms 
at State and 
Entity levels 
should take the 
lead in the
establishment 
and promotion 
of such protection 
mechanisms.


