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Monday, 22 September 2014

Opening Plenary Session

Recommendations to participating States

Canada

We call on Russia to cease its aggression against Ukraine and to adopt a cooperative approach in
which peace and security, democracy, human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law
are not mere words to be repeated by a state-controlled press, but real values and principles upon
which we can build true security for all in the OSCE region.

Monday, 22 September 2014
WORKING SESSION 1: Democratic institutions

Recommendations to participating States

Canada

o For participating States to consider appropriate measures to support ODIHR financially
and to engage in genuine dialogue for improving, not weakening, ODIHR's election
observation activities.

Western Thrace Minority University Graduates Association
Western Thrace Turkish Minority recommends Greece,

e To abolish 3% electoral threshold for the minorities and independent candidates on
national and European Parliament elections.

e To take special measures for the political representation of the Turkish Minority of
Western Thrace.

e To regulate the legislation in conformity with the international standards.


kegorova
Typewritten Text
HDIM.ODIHR/0199/14
25 September 2014


Latvian Human Rights Committee

e Grant non-citizens of Latvia the right to vote in the municipality and European elections

o Simplify and accelerate the naturalization procedure

o Interpret the Constitution as non-prohibiting massive liquidation of the humiliating
statelessness status

e Interpret the Constitution statement about the special role of ethnic Latvians and the
Latvian language as non-restricting the opportunity to use other languages along with
the Latvian language in public education and in communication between residents and
authorities

o Restore the efficient mechanisms of direct democracy

e Impose no pressure on the activities of human rights defenders who protect the interests
of the most vulnerable population groups in accordance with the requirements of a
democratic society.

Baltic Center of Historical and Socio-Political Research

PervonanbHas KOHpEpPEHIUSI POCCUHCKUX COOTEYECTBEHHUKOB DCTOHUH, JlaTBun 1 JINTBBI
MPHU3BIBAET:

e JloOuBaTbCs MMKBUAANMU 0€3 BCIKUX TPEBAPUTEIBHBIX YCIOBHI MaCCOBOTO
OesrpaxkgancTsa B JIaTBuu u DCTOHUM.

e JlobuBathcs MpUIAHUS PYCCKOMY SI3BIKY CTaTyca OQHUITHAIBHOTO B COOTBETCTBHH C
TpeOOBaHUSIMH MEXTyHAPOIHOTO ITpaBa B 00JaCTH 3alUTHI PaB YejoBeka. B kauecTse
MIEPBOOYEPEIHBIX 3a/1a4:

e JloOuBarbcst obecrieueHus], B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT CIIPOCa B KOHKPETHBIX HACEIIEHHBIX
MTyHKTAX, TOMIKOJHHOTO, IKOJILHOTO FIIH BBICIIIETO 00pa30BaHUs Ha S3bIKAX
MEHBIIMHCTB JIN00 MPEIIOIaBaHusl ITHUX SI3bIKOB B MyOIHYHBIX YYCOHBIX 3aBEICHUSX.
OObecneunTh paBHOE OTHOIIICHNE K YACTHBIM YICOHBIM 3aBEICHUSIM BHE 3aBUCUMOCTH OT
SI3BIKA OOYYCHUS.

e (O0ecrieunTh BO3MOKHOCTh 00paIlieHNsI Ha S3bIKaX MEHBIIIMHCTB B OPTaHbl BIACTH TEX
TOCyZIapCTB U B OPTaHBI TEX MECTHBIX caMoyTpaBieHnid, rae oonee 20 % HaceneHus
YKa3bIBa€T COOTBETCTBYIOMIMI S3BIK KaK POJTHOM SI3BIK (SI3BIK CEMBH U T. 11.), IOJyUYCHUE
nH(GOPMAIUH Ha COOTBETCTBYIOIIEM SI3BIKE OT HUX, & TAKXKE OT paCIPOCTPAHUTEICH
JIEKapCTB B JaHHBIX CTpaHaXx.

e Ecnu rocygapcTBO CUHMTAET 1eTeco00pa3HbIM BBOAUTH TPEOOBAHUS K BIaICHUIO
OUIHATBEHBIM S3BIKOM JUIS KaKUX-JIM0O AOJDKHOCTEH MK Tpodeccuii, 00ecIieuyuTh
COpPa3MEPHOCTH ITHX TPeOOBaHUI OOIECTBEHHBIM HYXIaM U MIPHOPUTET 00yIaIOIINX
Mep Hajl KapaTeJIbHIMU IIPH BOIUIONIEHUH 3TUX TPEOOBAHUH B KU3Hb.

e OO0ecreunTh O BO3MOXKHOCTHU 00Jiee OJIM3KOE K OPUTMHAIIBHOMY HAallMCaHUE UMEH U
(hamMuInii NI, TPUHAISKAIINX K MEHBITMHCTBAaM, B O(PHIIMATBHBIX JOKYMEHTAX.

e JloOuBaTbcs yBaskeHHS MpaBa pabOToIaTeNIel BRIOMPATh, BIaJCHNE KaKUMH SI3BIKaMHU
TpeOyeTcs 0T paOOTHUKOB, OOIIAIONIUXCS C KIIMEHTaMH.

e OoOecrieunTh BO3MOKHOCTh Pa3MeNIaTh HAJIUCH HA TONOrPaQUUISCKUX yKA3aATEIAX
HapsIy ¢ OQHUIMATBHBIM SI3BIKOM TaK)Ke Ha SI3bIKaxX HAIMEHBIIMHCTB B MECTaX MX
KOMITATHOTO TIPOKUBAHUSI.

e JloOuBaThCs 03ByUMBaHUS (PHILMOB B IIPOKATE HAPSAYy ¢ OQUIMATBHBIMHE SI3bIKAMU
TaK)Ke M Ha SA3bIKaX HAIlMOHAIBHBIX MEHBITUHCTB.

e JlobuBarbcs ot JIaTBUK M DCTOHUH OT3BIBA OTPAHUYUTENHHBIX JIEKIApaIliil © OTOBOPOK
K PaMOYHO# KOHBEHIIMY O 3alIMTE HAIMOHAJIbHBIX MEHBIIUHCTB. [Ipu pemeHun
BOTIPOCOB COOJFO/ICHUS TPaB HAIIMOHAIBHBIX MEHBIIMHCTB B cTpaHax [Ipubantuku



onuparbcs Ha MPUHIHIE OXPHUICKUAX COTIAMIEHIH, KOTOPBIE BRIPaOOTaHbI IPH
YperyJIupOBaHUY MEKHAIMOHATHHOTO KOH(IINKTA B MaKeIOHUH.

CnocoOctBoBaTh npucoeanHennto JInteel 1 Dcronnu k Konsennun KOHECKO o
00opr0Oe ¢ MUCKpUMHUHALIEH B 00J1acTH 00pa30BaHUA.

JlobuBatbcs ot JlarBum u JINTBEI Tpu3HaHuS 32 KOMUTETOM 110 THKBUIAIMH PACOBOM
JTUCKPUMHUHAIMY [TPaBa pacCMaTPUBATh WHAWBH Y AJIbHBIC )KaI00bl HA HAPYIIICHHS
MesxryHapoTHOW KOHBEHIIMH O JTUKBUIAIMH BCeX (POpPM pacoBOM TUCKPUMUHAIIH.
JlobuBathcs mpumaHus BeTepaHaM AHTHTHTICPOBCKONW KOATHITMH O(DHIIHATIEHOTO
cTaTyca | JIbIoT.

B unrepecax cranosnenus JIaTBuu U DCTOHNH KaK IEMOKPaTHYECKUX TOCYAapCTB

Heoboxoaumo HE3AME/IJIMTEJIBHO npuctynuTh K TMKBHAALMHU B 3TUX CTPaHaX
MaccoBOT0 Oe3rpakJaHCTBa U BEPHYTHCS K IPAKTUKE MPOBEACHUS BEIOOPOB BO BCE
OpraHbl BIIACTH HA OCHOBE BCEOOIIEr0 M30MPaTEIHLHOTO TIpaBa.

[TpussiBaro koHpepennuto OBCE 1o yenoBedeckoMy U3MEPEHHIO MOAIEPKATh TaHHOES
3asBJICHUE U 0€30TIaraTe/IbHO MIPUHSATH BCE HEOOXOAUMBIC MEPHI JIJIS IPOBEICHUS B
JlatBum nepBoix ocie 18 mapta 1990 roma BEIOOPOB Ha OCHOBE BCEOOLIETO
M30MPAaTENBHOTO TPaBa, YTO MOCIYKUT JEHCTBEHHOM Mperpanoi i qansHeHero
HACTYIUICHUS MTPaBUTEIHCTBA JIaTBUM Ha TIpaBa deIoBEKa.

Kongepennus npussiBaet Bnactu Poccuiickoit deneparuu

Mmpu3HaTh npeactosnme B JlarBun 4 okTAOps C.T. MapIaMeHTCKUE BHIOOPHI He
OTBEUaIOUINMHU MPUHATHIM B EBpoIie crangapTam 1eMOKpaTHH, TOCKOJIBKY B HUX HE
CMOJKET MPUHATH ydacTue 287 ThIC. TOCTOSHHBIX X)uUTenel (0omnee 14 % HaceneHus);
OCymIeCTBIATH (D ()EKTUBHYIO 3aIIUTY MPaB COOTEYECTBEHHUKOB, MMPOKUBAIOIINX 32
pyOeskoM, Ha OCHOBE BO3BPAILICHUSI B MEKTOCYIaPCTBEHHBIX OTHOIIEHHUSX K TaK
HA3bIBAEMOMY «IIAKETHOMY MPUHIIUITY», T.€. K PA3BUTHIO JIFOOOTO BUIa COTPYIHHYECTBA
TOJIBKO TIPY YCIIOBHUHU COOJIOIEHHUS PAB HAIIMOHAIbHBIX MEHBITMHCTB, BKIIOYAs IpaBa
PYCCKOT0 HallMOHAJILHOT'O MEHBIINHCTBA;

PaCHIMPUTh MOANEPKKY NEATEIBHOCTU MPABO3AIIUTHBIX OpraHnu3auil dctonuu, JlatBuun
u JIuTBBI, B TOM 4mucIie B yacTu poBeaeHus B 2015 roay B Pure mexayHapoHo#
KOH(EpeHIUY, MOCBsIeHHOM 40-1eTHI0 XeIbCUHKCKOTO 3aKII0YUTEIBHOrO AKTa
CBCE 1975 .

OTKpPBITh BO B3aMMOJICHCTBUU C MECTHBIMHU BJIACTSIMU B DCTOHUU, JlaTBuu u JIutee
IenTpoB Hayku U KynbTypsl Pocculickoii @enepanuu;

oTKpbITh PoHJ 0 ogaepkke CMU Ha pycckoM s3BIKE.

Recommendations to the OSCE

Canada

For ODIHR To continue Strengthening and improving its election observation activities
and methodology to ensure it remains a global leader in this field;

For ODIHR To work In close Cooperation with other Governmental and non-
governmental organizations, such as the European Endowment For Democracy, To
support Efforts where Democracy is Most deeply Threatened by Subversive foreign
Forces in Eastern Europe;



For ODIHR And OSCE Field Operations To continue Their efforts To strengthen
Democratic institutions Through the Provision of advice, legislative review and training;

International Association of Independent Democrats Against Authoritarian Regimes

Recommendations for ODIHR-OSCE:

Ha cnenyromem Cosemanuy, B 2014, ecniu eMy He MOMENIAET BCEMUPHAsI aTOMHAs
BOIHA, pa3Bs3aHHas TUKTaTOpOoM [lyTHHBIM:

g oOcyxaeHns Takux "HeBaKHBIX'" BOIPOCOB Kak J[eMOKpaTHs Ha HAIlMOHAIBHOM,
PETHOHAILHOM U JIOKATBHOM YPOBHE OTBECTH TOJIEKO 60 MHHYT, & MOXKHO BOOOIIIE
uckmounThb u3 mosectkn Cosemanust. — It will be the “good” continuation for today
policy of OSCE

European Center for Artsakh (EUCFA)

To conclude, | would like to recommend:

to the ODIHR to co-operate with non-governmental organizations throughout the entire
OSCE area, regardless of the status of the country and engage in best practices exchange
on elections and election monitoring.

Civil Network OPORA

Taxxe xouy nmomuepkHyTh, 4T0 OBCE/B/INITY HEOOX0IMMO MTPOAOIKUTE MPAKTUKY 10
HaAOIIOJICHHIO 32 BRIOOPAMH U TIOJIUTUYECKUMH TpolieccaMu B Ykpanne. OTdeTsl
OBCE/BANITY npenocTaBisioT HCUEPIBIBAIOILY IO HH(POPMALIUIO O COOTBETCTBUHU
M30MpaTENBHBIX MPOIECCOB B YKpanHe MEeKIYHAPOIHBIM CTaHAAPTaM, a TaKKe
OTMEYAlOT HaIlpaBJIEHUS JJIs1 yCOBEPIIIEHCTBOBAHMUS.

Tuesday, 23 September 2014

WORKING SESSION 2: Fundamental freedoms I, including freedom
of expression

Recommendations to participating States

European Union (EU)

Our recommendations to participating States in relation to this session are:

Ensure the enjoyment of the fundamental freedoms of expression, opinion, peaceful
assembly and association as essential means of supporting and enabling democratic
governance.

Ensure freedom of the media in the interests of allowing for an equal playing field for
campaigning for all candidates and as a means of providing access to proper information
for voters.



Adopt a non-discriminatory and inclusive approach towards democratic participation by
supporting the involvement of under-represented groups and by advancing women's
political participation.

Foster an environment where independent civil society can freely contribute to the
strengthening of democratic governance.

Extend early and unrestricted invitations to ODIHR to observe their elections in line
with OSCE commitments.

Make full use of the reports and recommendations of ODIHR Election Observation
Missions in an effort to ensure full compliance with their OSCE election related
commitments.

Constructively engage with ODIHR on follow-up activities to Election Observation
Mission reports including by making voluntary updates to the OSCE Human Dimension
Committee.

Ensure respect for the right of every individual to seek, receive and impart views and
information.

Ensure media freedom and media pluralism so that individuals can freely choose their
sources of information.

Ensure that the internet remains an open and public forum for freedom of opinion and
expression.

Draw on the expertise of the RFoM and her dedicated team and make full use of her
reports and recommendations.

Set My People Free

We speak a lot about the protection freedom of speech of individuals from the state what bout
threat coming from non-state actor which try to limit freedom of speech.

We should protect the freedom of speech of the individual from the attacks from non
state actor, which uses the pretext of defaming Islam; To threaten any critical thinking
Black mail to gets it’s way and oppress people; Murder individuals, journalists, artists
and writers and attacks newspapers offices and publishing houses or media outlets which
oppose it’s ideology. This led many x-muslims to go into hiding even in the west for
rejecting Islam.

We should not trade our freedom of speech based on values of freedom, equality and
justice for the sake of tolerance. Because prohibiting freedom of speech will lead to
intolerance.

We should not lose separation of religion from state for the sake of political correctness.

Canada

For participating States to Fully respect Their OSCE Commitments and international
Obligations with regards to freedom of assembly and freedom of expression, both online
and offline.



Western Thrace Minority University Graduates Association
In this context, we would like to recommend Greece,

e To respect the right to freedom of expression of all segments of the society especially of
the Turkish minority.

e To respect and to implement the provisions of international standards that she is a party.

o To revise the legislation in conformity with the international standards.

European Center for Artsakh (EUCFA)
To participating states and OSCE institutions:

e Take adequate measures to ensure the safety of the representatives of civil society and
journalists participating in peaceful initiatives.

e Contribute to the restoration of people-to-people contacts between the civil society
representatives of the conflicting sides

OSCE Parliamentary Assembly

e Itis in this context that | appeal for the immediate end of all such practices. Participating
States must make a firm commitment to prevent the erosion of media freedom and the
culture of impunity that has led to journalists being threatened, abducted or killed.
Furthermore, | urgently call for the release, without delay, of all journalists who have
been imprisoned for having done nothing more than carry out their profession.

United Kingdom

e We again call on all OSCE participating States to acknowledge that human rights
including the freedom of expression apply with equal force online as they do in the off-
line world.

Austria

We would, in conclusion, like to offer the following recommendations;

e Participating States must step up efforts to bring the perpetrators of crimes against
journalists to justice,

e PSshall step up preventive measures, among others through the exchange of good
practises and cooperation with the OSCE representative on the freedom of the media.

e Participating States shall facilitate a vibrant and diverse media landscape, online as well
as offline, by creating a transparent and clear legal situation, and overall climate,
allowing independent media organisations and journalists to operate freely.

e Participating States should make fuller use of - voluntary - reporting to the HD
Committee on these issues.



Recommendations to International Organizations

Media Law Institute

o We therefore would like to urge international community to call propagandists as they
are - propagandists and Not media workers. And we are convinced that propaganda tools
should Not be entitled to the privileges and guarantees which are originally foreseen for
the true media, | mean for those outlets and journalists who act in a good faith and
deliver on their important role in the democratic society.

¢ In this regard, we urge media community and the respective international organisations
to publicly and openly condemn the propaganda widely practised by the Russian media
representatives and to adequately respond to it, including denial or cancellation of
membership in the professional journalist or media associations of those media workers
who are deliberately violating professional and FoE standards.

Recommendations to the OSCE

Canada

e For The Representative On Freedom Of the Media To continue her efforts to stimulate
the reflection and actions of participating States on how freedom of expression and
media freedom can be advanced through the internet.

e For the Representative On Freedom Of the Media To continue To bring implementation
Issues to the Attention of participating States, With a Focus on egregious and systematic
violations of freedom of expression.

European Center for Artsakh (EUCFA)
To OSCE representatives of freedom of the Media:

e Organize joint events on freedom of expression with journalists across different sides of
the conflict in status neutral manner.

Aral-Jayqun Karakalpak Diaspora in Kyrgyzstan

e 3apepinasi CBOE BBICTYIUICHHE, X049y OTMETHTh, YTO CETO/IHsI BIIEPBbIC KapaKaIITaKCKUi
BOIPOC BBIHECEH MEXITyHAPOIHBINA ypoBeHb. OT HMEHH TpaskJaHCKOTO 00IIecTBa
Kapakanmakcrana u kapakaimakckux auacrnop xouy npussate OBCE, npyrue
MEK/TyHApO/IHbIE OPTraHM3aIy HaYaTh MOHUTOPUHT CUTYAIIUH C IPaBaMU YEJIOBEKA B
Hareit pecrry6nuku. Takxke MPU3LIBAIO BIACTH Y30EKHCTaHa IPEKPATUTh
HEOOOCHOBAHHBIC PEITPECCHH U 00CCTICUUTD YCIOBUS IS IPOBEACHHUS O/
MEXITyHapOIHBIM KOHTPOJIEM TapaHTHPOBAHHOTO KOHCTHTYIHEH pedepeHayma o
OyIylieM Hallel peciyOuKy.



Tuesday, 23 September 2014

WORKING SESSION 3: Fundamental freedoms I (continued),
including freedom of peaceful assembly and association

Recommendations to participating States

Switzerland

Nous appelons tous les Etats participants a respecter et & mettre pleinement en oeuvre
leurs engagements dans les domaines de la liberté de réunion pacifique et d'association
ainsi qu’en matiere de protection des défenseurs des droits de I'homme, Nous suggérons
que les institutions pertinentes de I'OSCE coordonnent leurs efforts dans les domaines de
la liberté de réunion pacifique et d'association de maniere accrue avec les autres
organisations régionales et internationales.

Baltic Center of Historical and Socio-Political Research

Kondepenmus npusbiBaer Baactu JlarBum, IcTOHUN W JINTBBI M UX TIPEICTAaBUTENCH B
EBpomeiickoMm mapiamMeHTe MogyMarb 00 WHTEpecax HapoJOB COOCTBEHHBIX CTpaH,
OTKa3aTbCsl OT AHTUPOCCUMCKOM W BOMHCTBEHHONW pUTOPUKH U  BBICTYIIUTH
WHUIIMATOpaMu BO30OHOBIIEHHSI HOpMaJIbHOTO auaiora ¢ Poccueit.

Kongepenuss mnpu3pBaeT MPOBECTH BCECTOPOHHEE pacClieZlOBaHWE Tpareauil Ha
[Tnomanu HezaBucumoctu B Kuese (perpans c.r.), B Onecce (2 mas c.r.), Mapuyrmnose
(3 - 9 mas c.r.), MOBJIEKIIMX MHOTOYHCICHHBIC YEITOBCUSCKHIE KEPTBHI.

Kongepennus npusbiBaet Bnactu JlarBuu, ScToHuY 1 JIMTBHI MOAIEPKATH

WHUIMATUBEI Poccuu 1o murioMaTHyeckoMy peoI0JIEHHI0 BOOPYKEHHOTO KOH(MIHKTA
Ha praI/IHe, a TaK)XKE YCUIMA aKTUBUCTOB aHTUBOCHHOTO JABMIXCHUA N3 PA3HBIX CTPaH
0 HEOIyIIEHUIO 3CKANIAIlNA PUTOPUKH U IPAKTHYECKUX JeHCTBUN, HAPABICHHBIX HA
YCUJIEHHE BOEHHOM HampsiKeHHOCTH B EBporie.

Kondepenuus npussiaet Poccuiickyio denepannio HarpaBUTh OCHOBHBIE YCHIIHS B
JUITIOMaTHYECKUX OTHOILEHUAX cO cTpaHaMu IIpubantukuy Ha 3aKiIOueHHE
JIByXCTOPOHHHUX JOTOBOPOB (110 00pa3ity gorosopa llonsimu u JIuTss),
rapaHTUPYIOIUX COXPAaHEHUE U pa3BUTHE 00PA30BaHUS HA PYCCKOM SI3BIKE

European Union (EU)

Our main recommendations to participating States relating to Freedom of Peaceful Assembly

are:

Avoid excessive use of force in the policing of demonstrations.

Ensure that any restrictions on assemblies are prescribed by law and consistent with
international standards.

Adopt laws and policies that clearly establish a presumption in favour of holding
assemblies. Where excessive and inappropriate force is found to have been has been
used, those responsible should be held liable and where appropriate brought to justice.
Take advantage of OSCE tools and assistance such as the ODIHR/Venice Commission
Guidelines on Freedom of Assembly, ODIHR's handbook on the Monitoring of Freedom
of Assembly.



In relation to the Freedom of Association our main recommendations are:

In accordance with the OSCE Copenhagen Document, permit organisations and
individuals associated with them to seek, receive, manage and administer financial
support from domestic, foreign and international entities without undue restrictions.
Allow organisations the freedom to maintain contacts and co-operate with members of
organisations within and outside the countries where they are based, as well as with
foreign governments and international organisations.

Ensure that any laws or administrative measures regulating associations protect and
facilitate, not impede the peaceful operation of associations. Any registration
requirements should be simple, fair, prompt, inexpensive, and transparent and enforced
consistently.

Norwegian Helsinki Committee

Freedom of assembly is a cornerstone in any democracy. We therefore urge OSCE
member states to raise this issue with Central Asian governments whenever possible,
and for local OSCE offices to closely monitor developments and to immediately report
on violations of citizens’ constitutional right to freedom of assembly.

International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR)

The Central Asian states should, in particular:

Review draft legislation and legislation in force that affect the right to freedom of
association to ensure consistency with relevant international human rights standards, and
amend or repeal any legal provisions that directly or indirectly criminalize activities
protected by international standards. They should consult with civil society and seek
international assistance, including from the ODIHR in this regard. (Compare OSCE
Guidelines, articles 24 and 64.)

Ensure that the exercise of freedom of association in their countries is not contingent on
the registration of organizations; promptly remove any offences related to activity on
behalf of unregistered organizations from their legislation; and ensure that laws and
procedures for NGO registration are clear, simple and non-discriminatory. (Compare
OSCE Guidelines, articles 65, 66 and 67.)

Refrain from imposing undue, burdensome and discriminatory requirements on NGOs,
including with respect to obtaining funding, as well as from interfering with their
internal affairs, management and implementation of activities. Any inspection of NGOs
should be carried out in a transparent manner on the basis of an exhaustive list of the
possible grounds for such inspections laid down by law. (Compare OSCE Guidelines,
articles 67, 68 and 73.)

Give adequate warnings to NGOs that are found not to have met reasonable and
legitimate requirements regarding their operation to enable them to make corrections,
and ensure that any sanctions against NGOs are proportionate. In accordance with this,
the Central Asian states should ensure that national legislation does not allow for
suspending or closing down NGOs for unsubstantial reasons, such as failure to meet
requirements of a technical nature, and that any decision to impose penalties on NGOs is
subject to judicial review in accordance with fair trial principles. (Compare OSCE
Guidelines, article 69.)



Ensure that national security concerns are not exploited to justify measures unduly
impeding human rights activities; refrain from engaging in smear campaigns, negative
portrayals or stigmatization of human rights groups and activists; and publicly
acknowledge the importance of the work of human rights defenders, and condemn
discrimination, hostility and violence targeting them. (Compare OSCE Guidelines,
articles 37, 38, 39 and 43.)

Put an end to intimidation and reprisals against human rights defenders, including those
based in exile and their families; protect defenders from acts of harassment by non-state
actors; and take steps to prevent abuses against defenders and to investigate and punish
the perpetrators of such acts. (Compare OSCE Guidelines, articles 12 and 13.)

Ensure that human rights activists and lawyers are not subject to retaliatory and arbitrary
arrest, prosecution or deprivation of liberty because of their work, including cases they
work on and, in the event that charges are brought against them, that they are granted
fair proceedings and equal access to justice and defence. In accordance with this, the
Central Asian states should promptly review the cases of defenders who have been
locked up following processes falling short of international standards, including the
cases outlined in our intervention, and release all individuals who are held on grounds of
their exercise of freedom of association, freedom of expression and other fundamental
rights. (Compare OSCE Guidelines, articles 23, 30, 36.)

Guarantee that human rights defenders deprived of their liberty are treated in accordance
with international standards, without discrimination of any kind, and that allegations of
torture and ill-treatment against defenders — including in the cases mentioned in our
intervention — are promptly, thoroughly and independently investigated and the
perpetrators held accountable and given penalties commensurate with the gravity of the
offence. (Compare OSCE Guidelines, articles 13, 14, 34.)

All OSCE participating States should:

Promote awareness of the Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders; carry out reviews, in
consultation with civil society, of national laws and practices affecting human rights
defenders in the light of the Guidelines; and report to the ODIHR on measures taken to
implement the Guidelines, thereby also setting a good example for other participating
States. (Compare OSCE Guidelines, articles 93, 96 and 104.)

Establish and implement appropriate instruments and mechanisms for the support and
protection of human rights defenders in other OSCE participating States; raise instances
of human rights violations against human rights NGOs and defenders with the states
concerned (such as those described in this document), among others at high-level
meetings and international forums; and take action through diplomatic missions to
support human rights defenders in other states, in particular those at imminent risk of
persecution. (Compare OSCE Guidelines, articles 97, 98 and 99.)

Support the initiative underway by the ODIHR and the Venice Commission to develop
Guidelines on Freedom of Association and commit themselves to working for the
realization of these guidelines once they have been adopted — both at home and in other
participating States.

European Organisation of Military Association (EUROMIL)

EUROMIL therefore particularly calls upon states:

to allow members of the armed forces to join a professional association or a trade union
representing their interests;



to consult military associations or unions on issues concerning the conditions of service
of members of the armed forces and engage with them in a regulated social dialogue;
to lift any restriction on freedom of association that is not prescribed by law, necessary,
proportionate and non-discriminatory;

to forbid disciplinary actions against members of the armed forces in connection with
their participation in activities of lawfully established military associations.

Western Thrace Minority University Graduates Association

We, the members of the Turkish Minority of Western Thrace would like to recommend Greece,

To respect the fundamental freedoms that were expressed in all the international
documents as well as the OSCE commitments.

To respect the ethnic denomination of the Turkish Minority of Western Thrace.

To guarantee the full enjoyment of the freedom of peaceful assembly and association for
the Turkish Minority of Western Thrace.

Freedom House

We also urge the aforementioned participating States to simplify registration and
reporting procedures for nongovernmental organizations; repeal statutory limitations on
the ability of nongovernmental organizations, registered or not, to receive funding from
abroad; abandon the disgracing practice of using smear campaigns in the media against
human rights defenders and other civil society activists and organizations.

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), France

In view of the situation of human rights defenders in the OSCE area, the Observatory for
the Protection of Human Rights Defenders urges OSCE Participating States to:
Guarantee in all circumstances the physical and psychological integrity of human rights
defenders in the OSCE Participating States, including by ensuring that all human rights
defenders under detention are granted access to appropriate medical care;

Put an end to the continuous repression and harassment of human rights defenders and
their organisations;

Release immediately and unconditionally all human rights defenders since their
detention is arbitrary and only aims at sanctioning their human rights activities;

Carry out immediate, thorough, impartial and transparent investigations into the threats,
attacks and acts of intimidation mentioned above, in order to identify all those
responsible and sanction them according to the law;

Fully recognise the vital role of defenders in the promotion and consolidation of
democracy and the rule of law;

Review their national legislation to conform with international and regional human
rights instruments, in particular regarding freedoms of association and assembly;
Comply with the provisions of the OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines on Human Rights
Defenders and of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted on December 9,
1998 by the United Nations General Assembly;



Recommendations to the OSCE

International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR)

The ODIHR, incoming OSCE Chairmanships and other OSCE institutions should:

Continue to engage in close cooperation with civil society on issues related to freedom
of association and other fundamental rights and maintain the good practice of holding
civil society consultations to this end, such as those held in the context of the elaboration
of the new ODIHR guidelines, as well as the regional civil society consultations
organized by the Swiss Chairmanship this year.

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), France

With respect to the implementation of the OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines on Human Rights
Defenders, the Observatory also calls upon:

The OSCE Chairmanship to nominate an OSCE Personal Representative on the situation
of human rights defenders, who could be in charge of:

0 monitoring the implementation of the Guidelines;

o0 raising individual cases of violations with national governments

0 undertaking country visits

O publishing periodic reports

The OSCE Chairmanships to publish, at the end of their presidency, a self-assessment on
its degree of implementation of the OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines

OSCE Participating States to develop protection mechanisms both nationally and in
third-countries, through their diplomatic representations, in coordination, where
required, with mechanisms that already exist on the basis of the EU, Swiss and
Norwegian Guidelines

OSCE Participating States to make public pledges on their commitment to implement
the OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines

OSCE Participating States to systematically raise cases of violations of the Guidelines
within the framework of the OSCE weekly Permanent Council in Vienna, and ensure
regular follow-up.

Freedom House

Considering the gravity of the situation and the multi-year decline of freedoms of
association and assembly, Freedom House strongly encourages the OSCE to establish
the mandate of a Representative on Freedoms of Association and Assembly to provide
oversight in accord with the Helsinki principles and flag violations of these fundamental
freedoms in the participating States.





