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Statement by Mr. Ardak Doszhan, 
Vice-Minister of Culture, Information and Sport of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan 
at the opening ceremony of the OSCE Conference on Anti-Semitism 

and Other Forms of Intolerance 

(June 8-9 2005, Cordoba) 

Mr. Chairman, 
Excellencies, 
Distinguished delegates, 
Ladies and gentlemen, , 

First of al1 on belialf of the delegation of the Republic of Kazaldistan let me 
express our sincere gratitude to the Organizing Cornmittee and the Government of 
Spain for hosting the Conference and excellent organization of the Forum. 

Peaceful coexistence of different religions and prevention of religious 
extrernism a re a mong t he m ost p ressing issues of the current world. Interethnic 
relations in such polyethnic state as Kazalchstan is an important factor of stable 
democratic development of the country. During the years of its sovereign 
development Kazaldistan has succeeded in preventing the biggest danger of 
accelerated economical and political modernization - rise of the potential for 
conflict and split within society along social, ethnic and religious fault lines. 

Our main achievements such as positive changes in economy, political 
stability, interethnic and interreligious accord are the outcomes of our own efforts, 
our inward desire to build true democratic state - the common house for 
representatives of various ethnoses and faiths. 

Representatives of 130 nationalities confessing 45 various faiths live in 
Kazalhstan. The number of religious associations reached 3261. Mutual respect 
and tolerance are at the heart of relations between the representatives of various 
nationalities and confessions. 

The state supports and encourages religious associations in realizing socially 
significant activity - charitable, cultural-educational, humanitarian. 

In the last years our country proceeded to the development of a new 
direction in its foreign policy in order to promote interethnic and religious 
tolerance and non-discrirnination, development of dialogue of religions and 
civilizations. 

The Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions was held in 
September 2003 under the initiative of the President of Kazalchstan. Delegates 
f?om 21 countries toolc part in the event. The spiritual leaders consider the 
establishment of inter-bonfessional dialogue, consolidation of efforts of world 
religions in struggle for Peace and Accord and prevention of religious conflicts as 
important achievement of the Congress. Conducting this significant event on the 
territory of Kazaldistan demonstrates recognition by the world community of 
unique example of the spiritual accord, peace, mutual understanding and mutual 



respect in such multinational and multiconfessional country as Kazakhstan, as well 
as efficiency of Kazakhstan model of interconfessional dialogue. 

With view to further strengthen world interconfessional dialogue the Second 
Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions is planned to be held in 
September 2006. 

Unique experience of interethnic and interconfessional accord has been 
accumulated. Today it is extremely important not only to preserve these noble 
traditions, but also actively develop them in the national and 'religious policy of 
each state. 

Esteemed colleagues, 

We are leaving in an increasingly turbulent world. New threats and 
challenges, in particular, rise in number of regional conflicts because of religious, 
racial and interethnic confiontations, growth of international terrorism and 
extremist activities, demand coordination of joint efforts in order to be able to 
address such complex problems. 

Our country, which has absorbed cultural values, humane ideas and the best 
traditions of the world cultures and religions, being in the center of the Euroasian 
continent, can serve as a natural bridge between peoples of the West and the East, 
an interlink between various faiths. 

Six conferences devoted to combating anti-semitism, racism, xenofobia, 
interreligious intolerance and other forms of discrimination were held within the 
framework of the OSCE. Al1 of them took place in Western Europe. 

Distinguished delegates, 

In this context 1 have the honor to inform you that the Repu'blic of 
Kazakhstan is ready to host the next OSCE Conference on non-discrimination in 
the Republic of Kazakhstan well lmown for its nature with predominantly Muslim 
polyethnic, multiconfessional population. 

Holding Conference in Kazalchstan under the theme "Mutual respect and 
understanding as aspects of realization of intercultural, interethnic and 
interreligious dialogue" in March-May 2006 will ensure consistency and 
equilibrium in the Organization approaches to the problems of interethnic and 
interreligious intolerance. This could therefore greatly increase efficiency of the 
actions undertalten within the OSCE fiamework, other international organizations, 
and on the national level. Moreover, it will become incontestable evidence of 
partnership and real equality of al1 OSCE member-states. From our point of view 
this event will serve as one more significant step towards prevention of further 
politicization of theological disputes and discreditation one religion in the name of 
another. The only way to reach and strengthen mutual understanding and tolerance 
is interconfessional dialog. 

The words of Pope John Paul 11 will always be in the hearts of Kazakhstan 
people. Having stepped on Kazakhstan ground in September 200 1 he proclamed: 



"With great excitement 1 ltiss this ground where has begun the new state, the heir 
of centuries-old and diverse spiritual and cultural traditions, aspiring now to the 
new social and economic targets". 

Dear participants, 

Considering importance of the OSCE trans-Asian dimension, its key role in 
strengthening security and stability, 1 do hope very much, that you will talte into 
consideration our appeals. Ideas elaborated and decisions taken at the present 
conference, will undoubtedly allow to bring together our approaches to addressing 
the pressing issues in al1 spheres of cooperation. 

Today we need to move forward together to strengthen al1 the positive 
actions which have been worked out during recent years and to strengthen peace in 
the world through the expansion of peaceful dialogue between religions. 

Thank you for attention. 



(8-9 MIOHS 2005 r., Kopno~a) 

n p e X ~ e  BCerO, nO3BOJIbTe OT MMeHM K ~ ~ ~ X C T ~ H C K O ~ ~  A e n e r a q M M  BbIpa3HTb 

n p M 3 H a ~ e n b H o c ~ b  o p r a ~ M 3 a T o p a ~  K o H Q i e p e ~ q m  3a rOCTeiIpMMMCTB0, C KOTOpbIM 

HaC BCTPeTBJIa MCIIaHCKaR 3eMJIEI. 

M u p ~ o e  c o c y 4 e c T B o s a m e  penuríia u H e A o n y q e H u e  pe~1urao3aoro 
3KCTpeMM3Ma IIBJWeTCII OAHOH I13 ~ a ~ 6 o n e e  aKTyXIbHbIX npo6ne~  
COBPeMeHHOCTM. M ~ X ~ T H ~ I Y ~ C K H ~  OTHOILIeHMII B TaKOM ITOnM3THMYeCKOM 

rOCyAapCTBe KaK K a 3 a x c T a H  ITpeACTaBnriKvr ~060fi B ~ C O M ~ I ~ ~  @ ~ K T O ~  c~a6anb~oro  
AeMOKpaTHYeCKOrO pa3BMTMa rOCyAapCTBa. 3a rOAbI CYBePeHHOrO Pa3BMTMR 

K ~ ~ ~ x c T ~ H  CyMeJI npe,4OTBpaTMTb CaMyIO 60JIbLIIyio OIIaCHOCTb Y C K O P ~ H H O ~ ~  

~ K O H O M M Y ~ C K O M  H I I O ~ U T H Y ~ C K O ~ ~  MOAePHM3a4MM - POCT KOH@I?BKTHOCTH, PaCKOJI 

o61qec~~a  no COIJHaTIbHbIM, HaqMOHaJIbHbIM H PeJIHTH03HbIM lTPI33HaKaM. 

~ O J I O X M T ~ J I ~ H ~ I ~  lTepeMeHbI B 3KOHOMMKe, IIOJIMTMYeCKaB C T ~ ~ M J I ~ H O C T ~ ,  

MeXCHaI@lOHaJIbHOe M M ~ X K O H Q ~ ~ C C E I O H ~ T I ~ H O ~  CO~.JíaCMe - 3 T 0  H a U e  I'JIaBHOe 

3aBOeBaHHe, KOTOPOe CJIOXMJIOCb H e  CaMO ITO ce6e, a 6~1~10 AOCTMrHyTO HaIiIEIMH 

C O ~ C T B ~ H H ~ I M E I  YCMJIM%MM, HaILIkIM BHYTPeHHMM XeJIaHMeM CTPOHTb IIOAJIMHHO 

AeMOKpaTMYeCKOe rOCyAaPCTB0 - 0 6 ~ ; ~ f i  AOM AJIII I T P ~ A C T ~ B E I T ~ J I ~ ~ ~  Pa3JIHYHbIX 

3THOCOB M K O H @ ~ C C M ~ ~ .  

B H a C T O R u e e  BpeMII B K a 3 a x c T a H e  ITpOXEIBaEOT ITpeACTaBMTeJIM 6onee 130 
H ~ ~ M o H Z U I ~ H O C T ~ ~ ~ ,  MCllOBeAyIOQMe 45 pa3JIMYHbIX K O H @ ~ C C H ~ ~ .  YHCJIO 
p e n ~ m o s ~ a x  0 6 ' b e ~ M H e H M f i  BO3pOCJIO A 0  3261. h l e x ~ y  IIpe,IlCTaBMTeJiXMM 

pa3JIHYHbIX H ~ ~ I I O H Z U I ~ H O C T ~ ~ ~  M ~ e p o ~ c n o ~ e ~ a ~ a f i  cnoxwnvrcb ,qoópbre' 
OTHOLUeHMH B3aMMOYBaXeHMR M BePOTePlTMMOCTM. 

r o c y ~ a p c ~ ~ o  n o A g e p m m a e T  M n o o u p n e T  penarríosab~e 0 6 ' b e n M ~ e ~ ~ H  E 

OCyIqeCTBneHMM COqMUtbHO 3 H a Y E t ~ o f i  AeriTeJIbHOCTM - ~ J I ~ ~ o T B o ~ H T ~ ~ ~ H o ~ ~ ,  

K ~ J I ~ T ~ ~ H O - I I ~ O C B ~ T H T ~ ~ ~ C K O ~ ~ ,  ~ Y M ~ H M T ~ ~ H O ~ ~ .  

B nocneAme r o g b r  H a m a  c T p a H a  n p H c T y n H n a  K p a3pa6o~~e  H o B o r o  

H a n p a B n e H m  B CBO& B H ~ U J H ~ ~ ~  ITOJIMTMKe B O~J- I~CTI?  IIPOABMXeHHB 

M ~ X ~ T H H Y ~ C K O ~ ~  M P ~ J I M T E I O ~ H O ~ ~  TOJIePaHTHOCTM U HeAHCKPMMMHaqEIM - pa3BMTMe 

A p f m o r a  M e X A y  PeJIMrHXMM M qMBEIJIH3aqMnMEI. 

B c e ~ ~ n 6 p e  2003 r. no u H u q a a T u s e  J I p e s a ~ e ~ ~ a  Ka3axc~a~a  coc~onncn 
C ' b e 3 ~  nMAepOB MMpOBbIX M TpaAUqMOHHbIX penar~fi ,  B ~ a 6 o ~ e  K O T O ~ O ~ O  

YraCTBOBanfl R e n e r a T b I  U3 21 CTPaHbI MMpa. ~ J I ~ B H ~ I M  A O C T M X ~ H M ~ M  C ' b e 3 ~ a  

nyXOBHbIe n H A e p b I  CYUTaIOT YCTaHOBJIeHHe M ~ X K O H @ ~ C C H O H ~ ~ H O ~ O  ~ U m O r a ,  
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