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Information exchange on the Code of Conduct on Politico-Military Aspects of Security 
 

Republic of Lithuania 
Reporting period: 2007 

 
1. Appropriate measures to prevent and combat terrorism, in particular participation in 

international agreements to that end (Paragraph 6): 
 
(a) List of international agreements, including all United Nations conventions and protocols related to 

terrorism, to which the participating State is a party; 
 
Lithuania has ratified 13 Conventions of United Nations (UN) related to counter-terrorist activities: 

1. Convention on Offenses and Certain Other Offenses Committed on Board Aircraft – Tokyo 14/09/63; 
entry into force in Lithuania – 19 February 1997 

2. Convention on the Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft – The Hague 16/12/70; entry into force in Lithuania – 3 
January 1997 

3. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Aircraft – Montreal 23/09/71; 
entry into force in Lithuania – 3 January 1997 

4. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Internationally Protected Persons, 
Including Diplomatic Personnel – New York 14/12/73; entry into force in Lithuania – 22 November 
2002 

5. Convention Against the Taking of Hostages – New York 17/12/79; entry into force in Lithuania – 4 
March 2001 

6. Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Materials – Vienna 26/10/79; entry into force in 
Lithuania – 6 January 1994 

7. Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts of Violence at Airports Serving International Aviation, 
complementary to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Aircraft – 
Montreal 24/02/88; entry into force in Lithuania – 3 January 1997 

8. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation – Rome 
10/03/91; entry into force in Lithuania – 30 April 2003 

9. Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the Safety of Fixed Platforms on the Continental 
Shelf – Rome 10/03/88; entry into force in Lithuania – 30 April 2003 

10. Convention on the Marking of Plastic Explosives for the Purpose of Detection – Montreal 01/03/91; 
entry into force in Lithuania – 21 June 1998 

11. Convention for the Suppression of Financing of Terrorism – New York, 09/12/99; entry into force in 
Lithuania – 22 March 2003.  

12. Convention on the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings – New York 15/12/99; entry into force in 
Lithuania – 16 April 2004 

13. Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism - New York 13/04/2005; entry into force 
in Lithuania – 19 August 2007 

 
Council of Europe Conventions related to terrorism: 

1. In 2004 Lithuania ratified the Convention on Cybercrime, adopted by the Council of Europe on 23 
November 2001; entry into force in Lithuania –1 July 2004. 

2. Lithuania is also a party to the European Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism, adopted by the 
Council of Europe on 27 January 1977; entry into force in Lithuania – 8 March 1997 

3. On 10 October 2007 Lithuania signed the Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of 
Terrorism, adopted by the Council of Europe on 16 May 2005 in Warsaw. 
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(b) Accession to and participation in other multilateral and bilateral agreements or measures 

undertaken to prevent and combat terrorist activities; 
 
Lithuania is a party to the following agreements in the field of preventing and combating terrorism: 

1. The agreement between the Republic of Lithuania and the United States of America, concerning co-
operation in the area of the prevention of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and 
promotion of defence and military relations, has been signed on 10 October 2002. On the 25th of March 
2003 the agreement was ratified by the Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania. The agreement enables 
the cooperation to fight against terrorist networks that remain one of most important sources of 
proliferation of WMD. Signing this agreement was one of the measures of the National Program to 
Combat Terrorism.  

2. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan on cooperation in combating organised crime, illegal drug and psychotropic substances 
trafficking, terrorism and other crimes was signed in Astana, on 11 May 2000. The agreement entered 
into force 21 August 2001. 

3. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of 
Hungary on cooperation in combating terrorism, illicit drug trafficking, organized crime and other 
major crimes was signed in Vilnius on 4 March 1997. The agreement entered into force on 20 
November 2002. 

4. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany on the cooperation in combating organised crime, terrorism and other major 
crimes was signed in Vilnius on 23 February 2001. The agreement entered into force on 10 July 2003. 

5. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of 
Turkey on cooperation in combating terrorism, organised crime, illicit circulation of (trafficking in) 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances and other major crimes was signed in Vilnius, on 2 June 
1997. The agreement entered into force on 12 August 2004. 

6. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of 
Belarus on cooperation in combating organised crime, illegal drug and psychotropic substances 
trafficking, terrorism and other crimes was signed in Vilnius, on 3 October 2005. The Agreement 
entered into force 17 July 2007. 

 
Antiterrorist intelligence and international co-operation to combat terrorism is being enhanced. The State 
Security Department of Lithuania has established working contacts with its counterparts from neighbouring 
states and states of the region. 
 
(c) National measures, to include pertinent legislation, taken to implement the international agreements, 

conventions and protocols cited above; 
 

• Law on Implementation of Economic and other International Sanctions of 22 April 2004 – stipulates the 
procedure for imposition, change and termination of the non-military international sanctions imposed by 
the United Nations and other international organisations, as well as the European Union. 

• Law on the Control of Strategic Goods of 29 April 2004 – establishes the conditions of control of 
export, import and transit of military equipment and of mediation related thereto as well as of activities 
that may contribute to the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and conventional arms. 

• Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania No 237 of 1 March 2005 on the Approval of 
the List of the States to Which the Export or Transit of the Goods Listed in the Common Military List is 
Prohibited and for which Brokering in Negotiations and Transactions in the Goods Listed in the 
Common Military List is Prohibited, as amended on 1 June 2006 and 31 January 2007. 

• Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania No 820 of 4 June 2002 on the measures for 
the implementation of the UN Security Council Resolutions 1333(2000), 1373(2001), 1388 (2002) and 
1390 (2002) – imposes sanctions on Osama bin Laden, Taliban and Al Qaeda. 

• Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania No 113 of 6 February 2008 on the measures 
for the implementation of international sanctions listed in EU Council Common Position 
2001/930/CFSP on combating terrorism. 
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(d) Information on national efforts to prevent and combat terrorism, including appropriate information 
on legislation beyond United Nations conventions and protocols (e.g., pertaining to financing of 
terrorist groups); 

 
Lithuanian efforts to prevent and combat terrorism are guided by the Program of the Republic of Lithuania to 
combat terrorism, adopted by the Government Resolution on 29 August 2007. 
 
Some of the steps taken during the reporting period include: 

• List of EU individuals, groups and entities involved in terrorism whose funds and other financial assets 
are to be frozen as part of the fight against the financing of terrorism adopted (Resolution of the 
Government of the Republic of Lithuania No 113 of 6 February 2008 on the measures for the 
implementation of international sanctions listed in EU Council Common Position 2001/930/CFSP on 
combating terrorism); 

• List of countries and terrorist organizations under arms embargoes imposed by the UN and EU amended 
(Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania No 237 of 1 March 2005 on the Approval 
of the List of the States to Which the Export or Transit of the Goods Listed in the Common Military 
List is Prohibited and for which Brokering in Negotiations and Transactions in the Goods Listed in the 
Common Military List is Prohibited, as amended on 1 June 2006, 31 January 2007 and 29 August 
2007); 

• Internet website dedicated to application of international sanctions in the Republic of Lithuania, 
including sanctions against terrorist organizations, opened listing the main legal acts and procedures 
applied in this field (in Lithuanian, http://www.urm.lt/popup2.php?item_id=12342) 

 
(e) Roles and missions of armed and security forces in preventing and combating terrorism. 
 
Law on Basics of National Security of 22 April 2003 provide that the State Security Department (SSD) 
coordinates anti-terrorism activities of the institutions of the Republic of Lithuania. SSD is an intelligence 
agency implementing terrorism prevention measures and coordinating anti-terrorist measures implemented by 
other national law enforcement institutions. 
 
The Interdepartmental Coordination Commission Against Terrorism (ICCAT), established in 2002, conducts 
national coordination of terrorism prevention. The main functions of ICCAT include dealing with inter-
institutional issues concerning prevention of terrorism. 
 
ICCAT includes representatives from the Office of the Government, Ministries of Justice, Health Care, Foreign 
Affairs, National Defence, Environment, Transport and Communication, Finance, Interior and Economy, 
Prosecutor General’s Office, the Police Department, the Second Department of Operational Services under the 
Ministry of National Defence and the State Security Department. 
 
ICCAT is chaired by the Director General of the SSD. Its meetings are held once in three months and its 
decisions are compulsory for all national authorities involved in combating terrorism. 
 
In order to implement terrorism prevention functions, Counter-terrorism Directorate was established within SSD 
in 2005. It is responsible for conducting antiterrorist intelligence, collecting information on terrorist financing, 
radicalization and recruitment processes, operational information concerning terrorism-related  organized crime 
and development of the general terrorism prevention measures. 
 
ICCAT is actively involved in international cooperation on a multilateral and bilateral basis. 
 
The Armed Forces of the Republic of Lithuania are tasked to contribute to the state efforts in preventing and 
combating terrorism. Lithuanian Armed Forces contribute their counter-terrorist capabilities to anti-terrorism 
initiatives by NATO and other organizations. 
 
Current tasks of the Armed Forces contain homeland security against the threat of terrorism within the territory 
of the state. Armed Forces must be capable of taking all appropriate military actions to prevent or eliminate the 
danger if the country becomes a source of terrorism, a terrorist target, or a transit country for terrorists or their 
support elements. 
 



 4

The Armed Forces are tasked to contribute to public safety as needed in support of civil authorities with 
constantly vigilant, well-trained counter terrorist units with the appropriate capabilities. These units are an 
active part of the Armed Forces. 
 
The Armed Forces are also contributing to the protection against terrorist attack of such objects as the Nuclear 
power plant or other critical infrastructure objects. 
 
Lithuanian Armed Forces are taking active part in supporting international anti-terrorist efforts outside 
Lithuania.  From 2002 to 2006 the Armed Forces were involved in anti-terrorist operation "Enduring Freedom" 
in Afghanistan. Since 2005, as a part of the International Security Assistance Force, Lithuania undertook a lead 
in Provincial Reconstruction Team in the Afghanistan province of Ghor. 
 
Contributing to the global fight against terrorism Lithuania is involved in two missions in Iraq: US led 
multinational force operation “Iraqi Freedom” and NATO led Training mission Iraq / NTM-I. 
 
The interior institutions (the Police Department; the State Border Guard Service; the Fire Prevention and Rescue 
Department; the Financial Crime Investigation Service; VIP Protection Department, and other establishments of 
the interior) are under the administration of the Ministry of the Interior and perform specific functions of state 
internal order maintenance. The main tasks of the interior institutions are the following: crime prevention and 
control; the ensuring of public order; the protections of state border; the managing crisis extreme situations and 
ensuring of immediate emergency aid in the case of fire, industrial disaster or another accident; VIP protection. 
 
The missions and tasks of the interior institutions ensuring the prevention of terrorism and implementing the 
combat against terrorism are regulated by the Order of the Minister of Interior on the Implementation of the 
Republic of Lithuania Program to combat terrorism adopted to implement the Program of the Republic of 
Lithuania to combat terrorism. The interior institutions seeking to prevent terrorism work in the following 
directions: (i) strengthening control of illegal immigration; (ii) control and prevention of organized crime group 
activities. 
 
2. Description of the national planning and decision-making process – including the role of the 
Parliament and Ministries – for the determination/approval of 
 
(a) The military posture 
 
The Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, the National Security Strategy (NSS) and Law on the 
Fundamentals of National Security constitute the foundations of the Lithuanian defence system. Together with 
the Military Strategy (MS), the Defence Planning Assumptions (DPA) and the Programme of Lithuanian 
National Defence System Development (PNDSD), these documents form the top hierarchy of the national 
defence planning system. The aim of DPA is to provide planning, programming, and budgeting directions for 
the implementation of domestic and international commitments. The PNDSD sets the directions for the 
development of the national defence system and key priorities.  
 
According to the Constitution, the main issues of national defence are considered and co-ordinated by the State 
Defence Council, which is chaired by the President of the Republic of Lithuania and also includes the Prime 
Minister, the Speaker of the Parliament, the Minister of National Defence and the Commander of the Armed 
Forces.  
 
According to the Constitution, the President of the Republic of Lithuania – the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces – adopts, in the event of an armed attack which threatens State sovereignty or territorial integrity, 
decisions concerning Defence against such armed aggression, the imposition of martial law, and mobilization, 
and submits these decisions to the next sitting of the Parliament for approval. 
 
The Constitution stipulates that the Parliament can impose martial law, announce mobilisation or 
demobilisation, and adopt decisions to use the Armed Forces in defence of the homeland or for the fulfilment of 
the international obligations of Lithuania. The Parliament enacts laws on security and national Defence, 
oversees activities of the Government in the field of security and Defence, and approves the Defence budget, 
including allocations devoted to long-term programmes.  
According to the Constitution and the laws the Parliament:  

1. adopts a law establishing the structure of national Defence;  
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2. adopts programmes for national security measures submitted by the Government;  
3. establishes by law the overall annual numbers of the regular armed forces and active reserves; 
4. adopts laws that approve the disciplinary statutes of the armed forces.  

 
The Parliament has a Standing Committee on National Security, which specialises in national security and 
Defence matters. The Government and the Minister of National Defence is accountable to the Parliament and 
responsible for organisation and command of the Armed Forces. 
 
The Ministry of Defence has a central role in the Defence policy-making and Defence management. The 
Minister of Defence issues Guidelines, which represent a mid-term (six-year) planning document. It is drafted 
with regard to the NATO Prague Capabilities Commitments, Ministerial Guidelines and NATO Force Goals as 
well as Lithuanian NSS, MS and DPA. The purpose of the Guidelines is to define the main goals of 
development of the Armed Forces in six years period. It also lays down the transformation priorities for the 
Armed Forces in ensuring a reliable deterrence and Defence posture. The Guidelines establish the main 
requirements for the Armed Forces, the national level of objectives and National Defence System development 
priorities. The document also contains guidelines on implementation of Lithuania’s international commitments. 
 
(b) defence expenditures 
 
The Ministry of National Defence submits the project of its budget for the forthcoming fiscal year to the 
Government in the middle of each year. The budget of the Ministry of National Defence is approved by the 
Parliament as part of the State Budget.  
The parliament of the Republic of Lithuania has approved the State Budget for 2008 on 6 December 2007. The 
approved total defence expenditures amount to 1,20 % of GDP or 1188,2 million LTL (540,3 million USD). 
Defence expenditures of the Lithuania's MoD amount to 1282,7 million LTL (538,0 million USD) or 1,20 % of 
GDP. According to the Agreement between the Parliamentary Parties of Lithuania on the Defence Policy 2005 – 
2008 the defence budget shall be consistently increased up to 2 % of the GDP. 
 
 
3. Description of  
 
(a) constitutionally established procedures ensuring effective democratic control of the military, 

paramilitary, and internal security forces, as well as intelligence services, and the police; 
 
Democratic civilian control of the Armed Forces is established by the Constitution and other legal documents. 
All senior MoD officials – the Minister, the Vice-minister, the State Secretary and all three Under-secretaries 
must be civilians. 
  
The Parliament (Seimas): 

• considers the programme of the Government, including security and defence issues, presented by the 
Prime Minister and decides whether to give assent to it;  

• supervises the activities of the Government, and may express no-confidence in individual Ministers; 
• approves the State budget and supervises the implementation thereof;  
• imposes direct administration and martial law, declares state of emergency, announces mobilisation, and 

adopts decisions to use the Armed Forces. 
 
The Parliament has established the Commission for Parliamentary Scrutiny of Intelligence Operations. It is a 
permanent commission responsible for execution of the parliamentary control over intelligence operations. The 
main tasks of the commission are:  

• exercising control over the protection of the constitutional rights and freedoms while executing 
intelligence operations; 

• supervision that the activities of the subjects of intelligence correspond to the Constitution and legal acts 
of the Republic of Lithuania;  

• analysis of the practice of implementation of laws regulating intelligence activities. 
 
The Seimas Ombudsmen investigates complaints concerning the abuse of office of government officials and has 
a right to apply to court regarding their dismissal. 
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The Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Lithuania supervises the legality of police activities. Administrative 
courts consider complaints (applications) against police activities.  
 
The Minister of Interior is appointed by the President of the Republic of Lithuania upon the proposal of the 
Prime Minister. The Minister of Interior is accountable to the Parliament, the President of the Republic of 
Lithuania and is directly subordinate to the Prime Minister. The activities of the Ministry of the Interior are 
organised on the basis of the strategic plans of activities, approved by the Government and accorded to the 
program of the Government, which is approved by the Parliament. The Minister of Interior and institutions are 
authorized to exercise control over police activities. According to the Internal Service Statute, the officers of the 
interior institutions are not allowed to be members of political parties or to participate in any other political 
activity. Officers cannot take duties/position as political appointees.  
 
The Police Commissioner General has established the Procedure of internal control of police bodies. The Police 
Commissioner General is appointed for the term of five years and can be removed from office by the President 
of the Republic of Lithuania. The Police Commissioner General is directly subordinated to the Minister of 
Inferior and is accountable to the President. According to the Internal Service Statute, the police officers are not 
allowed to be members of political parties or to participate in any other political activity.  
 
The Law on State Security Department stipulates that the State Security Department is accountable to the 
Parliament and the President of the Republic. The President of the Republic with the approval of the Parliament 
appoints and dismisses the General Director of the State Security Department. 
 
The Commander of the Lithuanian Riflemen’s Union – civilian, voluntary paramilitary organization –submits 
annual reports on the activity of the Union to the Parliamentary National Security and Defence committee. 
Minister of National Defence has the right to suspend or recall the Commander of the Union. 
 
(b) constitutionally established authorities/institutions responsible for the democratic control of military, 

paramilitary, and internal security forces; 
 
The President of the Republic of Lithuania appoints or dismisses the Commander of the Lithuanian Armed 
Forces (upon the approval of the Parliament); confers the highest military ranks; adopts, in the event of an 
armed attack which threatens State sovereignty or territorial integrity, decisions concerning defence against such 
armed aggression, the imposition of martial law, and mobilisation, and submits these decisions to the next 
sitting of the Parliament for approval. 
 
The Parliament provides the parliamentary control of all executive institutions, safeguarding national security, 
the system of legal acts and long-term national security programs, regulating national security.  
 
National Security and Defence Committee’s sub-committee of the Parliament executes parliamentary control of 
the State Security Department and Intelligence Services. The members of this Committee are granted with 
clearance to work with the classified information up to “Top secret” level. The activities of the Intelligence 
Services of the Republic of Lithuania are co-ordinated by the State Defence Council. 
 
The Second Investigations Department under the Ministry of National Defence – body responsible for 
intelligence and counter-intelligence activities – is subordinated to the Minister of National Defence and 
accountable to the Parliament, the Government and the President of the Republic of Lithuania. 
 
The Government performs democratic control over police activities. The activities of interior institutions are 
controlled by the Ministry of the Interior, the Government and the Committee on National Security and Defence 
of the Parliament.  
 
Commission for Parliamentary Scrutiny of Intelligence Operations, the Seimas Ombudsmen and the 
Prosecutor's Office are also responsible for the democratic control of military, paramilitary, and internal security 
forces. 
 
The Commander of the Lithuanian Riflemen’s Union is appointed by the general meeting of Union regiments 
upon the recommendation of the Minister of National Defence. The recommendation must be co-ordinated with 
the Committee on National Security and Defence of the Parliament.  
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(c) roles and missions of the military, paramilitary and security forces as well as controls to ensure that 
they act solely within the constitutional framework: 
 
According to the Law on the Organisation of the National Defence System and Military Service, the National 
Defence System must be developed in accordance with the regulations of the Constitution and the Law on 
Basics of National Security. The Parliament regulates the development of the Armed Forces. The Parliament 
exercises parliamentary control over the National Defence System in accordance with procedures established by 
law. 
 
Under the same Law regulates the President of the Republic of Lithuania and the Parliament issues resolutions 
on mobilisation, declaring a state of war, deploying Armed Forces and defence against armed aggression in 
accordance with procedure established by the Constitution and the Law on Basics of National Security. The 
President of the Republic of Lithuania approves deployment areas of the Armed Forces in the peacetime, the 
territorial boundaries of their manoeuvring activities and the resolutions on transferring military units to another 
deployment area. 
 
The Government or its authorised institution issues resolutions on acquisition of armaments, and development 
of supply support within the National Defence System. The Government, the Minister of National Defence and 
the Commander of the Armed Forces is accountable to the Parliament for the command and management of the 
Armed Forces.  
 
The Land Forces are responsible for military protection of the State territory and the defence of the State. The 
Air Forces controls air space and organises its protection and defence as well as support to the Land Forces and 
the Naval Forces in time of military conflict. The Air Forces also exercise search, rescue and special operations. 
The Naval Forces control, protect and defend the territorial waters and the exclusive economic zone, protect the 
coast and navigation activities, perform convoying, evacuations, implementation of search and rescue missions 
and special missions. 
 
The Commander of the Armed Forces determines the specific functions and missions for separate regular force 
branches, combined units and independent units, in line with defence plans and needs. 
 
The Internal Service Statute adopted by the law of 29 April 2003 regulates the service in the interior institutions 
and establishes principles of the activities, status and responsibility by interior service officers. The interior 
institutions must observe the Constitution, the Law on Police Activities and other laws, international agreements 
of the Republic of Lithuania, the Statute of Internal Service and other legal acts. The activities of the interior 
institutions are based on the principles of legality, democracy, humanism, social justice, publicity, professional 
secret coordination of single authority and collegiality. The activity of servicemen in political parties and 
political movements is prohibited. Each interior institution operating in the system of the interior bases its 
activities on specific regulating laws and is accountable to the Ministry of the Interior. The roles and missions of 
the interior institutions are established by the Law on Police Activities, the Law on the State Border Guard 
Service, the Law on Financial Crime Investigation Service, the Law on VIP Protection, the Law on Fire 
Prevention. 
 
According to the Law on the Organisation of the National Defence System and Military Service, active service 
servicemen are not allowed to be members of a political party or to participate in any other political activity. 
Servicemen cannot take duties/position as a political appointee. Limitations do not apply to members of the 
Riflemen's Union in relation to their membership in political party/organisation or any other kind of active 
participation in political activities. This is due to the status of the Union as voluntary organisation whose 
members are not active servicemen.  
 
The Riflemen's Union is a voluntary organisation, which strengthens state's defence capabilities, raises the sense 
of citizenship and national consciousness, develops state's defence educational activities, assists Police and Civil 
Protection and Rescue system institutions. It is a civilian self-defence institution supported by the State. The 
Minister of National Defence appoints the Commander of the Riflemen's Union's. The Constitution of 
Lithuania, the Law on the Basics of National Security, the Law on Riflemen's Union and other legal acts form 
the legal basis for the activities of the Riflemen's Union. 
 
(d) public access to information related to the armed forces 
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Public access to information is embedded in the Constitution as well as in the Law on Provision of Information 
to the Public and other legal documents.  
 
The public access to information on security and defence cannot be barred except in cases where information is 
qualified as the state's secret. Public information on national defence issues is disseminated by various media 
means as well as by state institutions. The access of media to the relevant information is free and unhampered. 
The Ministry of National Defence of Lithuania releases and updates the defence policy and Armed Forces 
related information on its Internet site (www.kam.lt). 
 
According to the Law on the Basics of National Security the Government is obliged to submit an annual report 
to the Parliament on the developments of the National Security System. The Parliament deliberates the 
Government Report and adopts a resolution thereof. National Defence policy and assignments approved by the 
Parliament must be put on the public record. 
 
4. Stationing of armed forces on the territory of another participating State in accordance with their 
freely negotiated agreement as well as in accordance with international law 
 
The Law on the Organisation of the National Defence System and Military Service establishes that the Republic 
of Lithuania in recognition of its international obligations can send its military units to participate in various 
international military and humanitarian missions abroad. According to the Law on the International Treaties, 
international agreements regulating the stationing and the status of the Armed Forces on the territory of a 
foreign state and the law on international operations, military exercises and other military events are subject to 
parliamentary approval. 
 
Currently, Lithuania participates in 8 international military missions and operations. In total 583 servicemen 
participated in international operations during year 2007. Lithuania has contributed with 389 personnel to 
International Security Assistance Force (ISF) in Afghanistan and 194 personnel to other international operations 
and missions in the Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq and Georgia. Lithuania has no permanent stationing of its Armed 
Forces abroad. 
 
5. Description of 
 
(a) procedures for the recruitment or call-up of personnel for service in the military, paramilitary, or 
security forces, if applicable; 
 
MILITARY RECRUITMENT  
 
Acceptance into Professional Military Service. According to the Law on the Organisation of the National 
defence system and military service, a citizen of the Republic of Lithuania who on a voluntary basis and subject 
to selection procedures meets the educational, physical training, health and moral requirements established for 
the professional military service and upon completion of the mandatory military service, the basic serviceman 
training course, or having obtained a military education equivalent to the basic training course, may be accepted 
to Professional Military Service on the basis of volunteering and selection. 
 
Individuals who have not completed mandatory military service or a basic military training course, or have not 
obtained the necessary military education in some other manner, if they meet the other conditions specified 
above, are not older than 32 years of age, have got higher or secondary education, and meet the requirements for 
specialists needed by the Armed Forces, may be accepted into professional military service and sent to complete 
basic military training. Upon completion of basic military training, they may conclude a professional military 
service contract. 
 
The Minister of National Defence, after the approval of an appropriate country, has the right to employ an 
officer or a reserve officer from a NATO member state as a military adviser or expert under a fixed-term 
contract. 
 
The membership in the Lithuanian Riflemen's Union is based on voluntary principle. Members of the Union are 
divided into combat riflemen, non-combat riflemen and young riflemen from 12 to 18 years. The latter have no 
right to carry or use a weapon. Combat riflemen include those 19 to 45 years of age, who are included into the 
active military reserve, and are fit for military service. They form combat units of the Union, and participate in 
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joint military activities with the Armed Forces. Those riflemen, who cannot belong to the combat riflemen due 
to their age, health condition, family status etc. are called non-combat riflemen. 
 
RECRUITMENT FOR INTERNAL SERVICES 
 
The procedures of recruitment to Internal Service are laid down in the Statute of Internal Service. An applicant 
to the internal service has to be the citizen of the Republic of Lithuania and have a good command of the 
Lithuanian language; to have an unblemished reputation, not younger than 18 years old and not older than 30 (a 
person having university education or higher non-university education - not older than 35 years); an applicant's 
state of health should allow to work in internal service; the physical readiness should also allow to work in 
internal service; must be graduated from professional education establishment of the interior or other 
educational establishment or introductory training courses of the professional education establishment of the 
interior. 
  
The Minister of Interior or the authorized heads of the central interior bodies may set supplementary 
requirements for persons applying to particular subdivisions of the interior bodies. Supplementary requirements 
pertain to intellectual, physical, and practical abilities, state of health, moral and psychological suitability to 
serve in particular subdivisions. 
  
The head of the interior institution, taking into account the needs of the interior institution and upon the 
approval of the Minister, has the mandate to recruit persons to the internal service if their age does not exceed 
the age limit set in the Statute. 
  
There may be supplementary requirements, namely, a person can not be recruited to the internal service when 
there is a negative answer from Central Medicine Expertise Commission concerning the suitability of a person 
for specific position; if a person was convicted for a crime irrespective of annihilation of previous conviction, 
also if a person is convicted for a negligent crime or misdemeanor and the previous conviction is not 
annihilated; if a person already served as a statutory officer, judge, notary, prosecutor, barrister, or served within 
the system of national defence and was dismissed for actions compromising  the rank of the officer; for the 
activity compromising the rank of the judge; for the breach of professional and ethical rules of notaries, for the 
compromising of the rank of prosecutor, for the breach of professional and ethical rules of barrister, for the legal 
breaches compromising the rank of soldier or the national defence institutions; if a person was dismissed from 
the civil service for professional misdemeanour and 5 years have not passed since the day of his dismissal; if a 
person is appointed to the position in the interior institution where his/her spouse, partner, close relative or a 
spouse's relative, according to the functions would be related by direct subordination; if a person is a member of 
the organization forbidden by the laws. 
 
It is forbidden to employ a person to the internal service if any certified compromising data is available. The 
decision upon the suitability of a person to the service is made by the head of the central interior institution. 
 
(b) exemptions or alternatives to compulsory military service, if applicable 
 
According to the Constitution, the defence of the state is the right and duty of every citizen of Lithuania. It also 
states that citizens can apply for an alternative national defence service. 
 
The Law on the Basics of National Security stipulates that the alternative national defence service is an 
alternative to general military service as an auxiliary service for those, who’s religious or pacifist convictions do 
not allow them to serve bearing arms. The purpose of this service is to develop citizens and provide them with 
an opportunity to contribute, in alternative ways, to national defence and enhancing of national security. This 
service is organised by the Ministry of National Defence for the purposes of national protection and defence.  
 
According to the Law on Compulsory Military Service citizens of the Republic of Lithuania are exempted from 
the compulsory military service if they:  
1) are ineligible for military service because of state of health according to the list of illnesses, approved by the 

Ministry of Health Care in co-ordination with the Ministry of National Defence and the Ministry of the 
Interior; 

2) are sentenced to imprisonment (citizens sentenced to imprisonment because of incautiously committed 
crimes could address the Supreme Conscription Committee for permission to carry out compulsory military 
service); 
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3) refuse to serve with arms out of religious or pacifistic beliefs (a corresponding written declaration required) 
and wish to perform alternative national defence/military service; the Law stipulates that 19 – 27 years old 
citizens (conscripts) who on the basis of their beliefs can not serve in national defence system can perform 
alternative service; 

4) graduated from military studies; 
5) are priests of traditional religious communities of Lithuania recognised by the State. 
 
(c) legal and administrative procedures protecting the rights of all forces personnel 
 
The Law on the Organisation of the National Defence System and Military Service regulates that Institutions of 
the National Defence Services’ must act in accordance with the Constitution, laws and other legal acts, 
including international agreements Lithuania is a party to. 
 
A serviceman’s civil rights - the protection of his private life, guarantee to the place of service, freedom to 
participate in associations, choice of residence and free migration, inviolability of the official (service) 
apartment, freedom to methods of meetings, group petitions, dissemination of information and expression of the 
opinion - are limited by the laws and the approved statutes to the extent necessary for the conduct of the 
servicemen duties, and to ensure military obedience and objectives of the service. A serviceman is guaranteed 
the freedom of thought, religion, and conscience. The human dignity of every serviceman must be respected. 
Any person serving in the Armed Forces cannot be compelled to serve any other person or a group of persons 
other than those conducting his/her official duties. 
 
A serviceman, whose guaranteed rights have been violated, may seek redress from his immediate superior or the 
Inspector General of the Armed Forces. The aforementioned persons must immediately investigate the facts and 
take the actions necessary to eliminate the violations.  
 
The Service Statute provides that if a serviceman gets an order, by implementing which he would break an oath 
or make a clear criminal act he shall not carry on the order and shall urgently address the immediate superior. If 
the immediate superior issued this order, the serviceman shall address the next standing senior superior. 
 
Criminal Code of the Republic of Lithuania sets, that a soldier who evidently made an illegal order or forced 
another soldier to execute such an order, also a soldier who fulfilled an order that is evidently illegal, and that 
caused severe consequences, shall be sentenced from two up to eight years in prison. 
 
The officers of the internal service have social, economic, and personal rights and freedoms as citizens of the 
Republic of Lithuania embedded in the Constitution and other legal acts. Additionally, they have general and 
special vocational rights and freedoms, embedded in the Statute of Internal Service, the Law on Police 
Activities, the Law on State Border Guard Service, the Law on Financial Crime Investigation Service, the Law 
on VIP Protection, the Law on Fire Prevention and the Law on State Pensions of Officers of the Interior, Special 
Investigation Service, State Security Department, National Defence, Public Prosecutor’s Office, Prison 
Department and its Subordinate Institutions, Public Undertakings and the Military. 
 
The social guarantees of the interior service officers are embedded in the Statute of Internal Service. The social 
guarantees embedded are related to the health care, compensation in case of death or health disorder, temporary 
disability ant the order of remuneration, medical rehabilitation, the covering of health regain and anti-
recrudescence treatment expenses, the provision of the uniform and accommodation, social insurance and 
pension, the legal assistance guaranteed by the state, return to the internal service, compensations, allowances 
and other disbursement.  
 
In addition to the Statute of Internal Service social guarantees of police officers are regulated by the (i) Order of 
the Minister of the Interior on Instruction Concerning the Reinstatement of Interior Service, (ii) the Order of the 
Police Commissioner General on the Vesting of Authorization (concerning the authorization of heads of the 
police institutions to provide additional paid holidays up to 5 days) and (iii) the Order of the Police 
Commissioner General on Instructions Concerning the Extra Payments for the Statutory Public Servants. 
 
6. Instruction on international humanitarian law and other international rules, conventions and 
commitments governing armed conflict included in military training programmes and regulations 
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The Training and Doctrine Command (TDC) of the Lithuanian Armed Forces regularly organises seminars and 
workshops on the International Humanitarian Law for the instructors and officers of the Lithuanian Armed 
Forces. The TDC is responsible for training programmes and regulations, including those concerning 
humanitarian law.  
 
Currently, a number of training programmes on humanitarian law are being taught to the Armed Forces. Major 
training on humanitarian law takes place at Military Academy and Non-commissioned Officers (NCO) School. 
The Military Academy has the 58 academic hours courses on officers’ professional ethic, international 
humanitarian law, law of war and other international rules governing the armed conflict. The NCO school have 
similar courses on international humanitarian law and law of war. 
 
The Law on the Organisation of the National Defence System and Military Service stipulates that "Nobody shall 
give a serviceman or any element of the Armed Forces the order which breaks an oath, which is clearly 
unlawful, or which violates all generally accepted principles and standards of international law. A superior 
officer who issues such an order shall be prosecuted under the law". It also states that if a clearly unlawful order 
is issued, under the law a serviceman shall not follow the order and shall report it to the superior officer to the 
leader who has issued the unlawful order.  
 
Lithuania has ratified all major international humanitarian law (IHL) instruments. Since 2000 the Ministry of 
National Defence coordinates implementation of IHL. Simultaneously, the Ministry initiated the establishment 
of national committee for coordination of IHL matters. The Commission on the Implementation of IHL, which 
is an advisory body to the Minister, is tasked to provide assistance in performing the aforesaid function of the 
Ministry with regard to coordination of IHL implementation. 
 
International humanitarian law also constitutes a part of curriculum of law studies at the higher academic 
institutions.  
 
National Society of the Red Cross provided lectures on the IRCRC movement, ICRC and RC Emblem, 
Lithuanian RC to the military troops leaving for peacekeeping missions to Kosovo, Iraq and provincial 
reconstruction mission in Afghanistan. Courses are given once a month at the General Ramanauskas Warfare 
Training Centre. Society also facilitated organizing the Captain Course and Civil-Military Cooperation 
providing lectures on the above mentioned topics. 
 
Lithuanian Red Cross is also implementing a project “Discover the humanitarian law” that involves educating 
teachers, which later give lessons on the issues of humanitarian law. Other activities include organising summer 
courses for students. 
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