The OSCE Secretariat bears no responsibility for the content of this document
and circulates it without altering its content. The distribution by OSCE
Conference Services of this document is without prejudice to OSCE decisions,
as set out in documents agreed by OSCE participating States.

PC.DEL/180/21
11 February 2021
Original: ENGLISH

United States Mission to the OSCE

Right of Reply to the Russian Federation on
Media Freedom
As delivered by Acting Deputy Chief of Mission Elisabeth Rosenstock-Siller
to the Permanent Council, Vienna
February 11, 2021

Thank you, Madam Chair, I would like to exercise our right of reply.
As the U.S. Delegation has explained at this Permanent Council on at least two recent occasions,
some social media platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter, have begun more clearly labeling
when a source is a government source, or government-controlled, removing content or closing
accounts when government actors have been posing as something other than what they are and
when account holders violate the site’s terms of service, especially when they contained blatant
misinformation.
These commercial platforms made these moves completely independently of the U.S. government
and not as a result of any U.S. law. We note governments do not have rights to Freedom of
Expression, which is an individual right. And removal of material from social media platforms
by a private company in no way impacts the ability of individuals to express themselves in other
fora or through a variety of media.
With respect to references to Ukraine and Latvia: I know the governments of Ukraine and Latvia
understand well the threats of disinformation, and the U.S. remains committed to working with
our Allies and partners to counter the spread of disinformation, which is an essential tool of
authoritarian governments to destabilize free societies and expand their malign influence.
We urge all governments to ensure that as they seek to counter malign influence—be it from
Russia, China, or elsewhere—they do so in a manner that respects and ensures human rights and
fundamental freedoms, which undergird democracies—including freedom of expression, both
online and offline.
Thank you, Madam Chair.
###

___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wagramerstr. 17-19, 1220 Vienna, Austria
Tel: (+43-1) 313390
usosce@state.gov
Page 1 of 1
http://osce.usmission.gov

