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(Plenary Session 5 of the OSCE High-Level Conference on Tolerance and Non-
Discrimination: The role of human rights youth education in promoting mutual 

understanding and respect for diversity in accordance with the existing OSCE 
commitments, Tirana, 21-22 May 2013) 

Thank you Ms. Moderator. 

We are pleased to see that one of the sessions of this important conference has been dedicated 

to our joint efforts in the area of youth education in combating intolerance, discrimination, 

racism, and xenophobia. 

Xenophobia, racism, intolerant attitudes and discriminatory practices are to a large extent 

strengthened by - if not stemming from – prejudices, and these come into existence in 

relatively early stages of a person’s life. Unfortunately, by nature they are difficult to reverse 

or eradicate.  

Prejudices, when they are not fed by images which are deliberately created and promoted by 

certain actors or institutions, are caused by lack of knowledge and kept alive by the 

purposeful manipulation of ideas. The images we associate with “others” are usually shaped 

by information we receive during our school years. Educational curricula and teaching 

methods are therefore of key importance for our efforts to promote mutual respect, 

understanding and an appreciation of the value of diversity. 

In order to ensure that the upcoming generations develop tolerant, inclusive and non-

discriminatory attitudes towards one other, we need to make sure that they are adequately 

informed of one another’s cultural identities.  

Prime Minister Erdoğan, speaking in February this year at the 5th Global Forum of the 

Alliance of Civilizations held in Vienna, underlined the importance of unity in plurality and 

diversity. Emphasizing the richness of diversity can help promote a better understanding and 
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appreciation of others and contribute to eradicating existing prejudices towards those of 

different cultures or faiths. It goes without saying that the role of education in this context 

cannot be stressed enough. We would like to take this opportunity to draw attention to the 

“Guidelines for Educators on Countering Intolerance and Discrimination against Muslims: 

Addressing Islamophobia Through Education”, a joint publication from 2011 by ODIHR, the 

Council of Europe and UNESCO. We expect ODIHR to build on this valuable effort by 

placing stronger emphasis on activities involving the training of teachers and educators.  

Cooperation among the participating States and an effective use of the tools supplied by our 

Organization and its relevant institutions is critical for the attainment of our common goal of 

making our world safer and more peaceful for our children. To this end we should learn from 

one another and share our accomplishments, making the best use of opportunities for dialogue 

such as the one presented by this conference. 

As an example of Turkish practices in this regard, our Minister of Education recently 

announced that history books used in our public schools will be reviewed comprehensively 

with a view to removing statements that could inspire prejudices against members of any 

component of Turkish society. This will be instituted as a continuous practice whereby 

updates on the contents of textbooks will be under a regular review by the relevant experts. 

Thank you. 

 

 


