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Mr. Chairman,

In reply to the delegation of Armenia, let me remind that the ongoing armed conflict
between Armenia and Azerbaijan has resulted in the occupation of almost one fifth of
the territory of Azerbaijan and has made approximately one out of every eight persons
in the country an internally displaced person or refugee; 20,000 people have been
killed, 50,000 people have been wounded or have become invalids and about 5,000
citizens of Azerbaijan are still missing. The most serious international crimes have been
committed by Armenia during the conflict.

Armenia used military force to occupy the territory of Azerbaijan and to establish on it
the ethnically constructed subordinate separatist entity, which survives by virtue of
Armenia’s political, military, economic and other support.

It has been internationally recognized that Azerbaijani territories are under occupation
and that Armenia is an occupying Power within the meaning of the relevant
international legal provisions.

It is well established that democracy cannot be propagated by the sword and that an
illegal act cannot produce legal rights. Therefore, against the background of continuing
aggression, occupation and ethnic cleansing of the captured territories of Azerbaijan,
the arranging of any kind of voting process there was not recognized as legally valid
and cannot affect the pre-existing legal status of these territories, which remain
Azerbaijani in international law.

Since the delegation of Armenia mentioned the Freedom House, let me remind her that
in its Country Report on Azerbaijan for 2006 this organization indicated that Armenia
continues to occupy the Azerbaijani territory of Nagorno-Karabakh and seven
surrounding Azerbaijani territories.

| thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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