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Friday, 23 September 2016, 13:15 'Hostages of the Kremlin': increase of the number of
Ukrainian political prisoners in the Russian Federation and the illegally occupied Crimea,Open
Dialog Foundation and the Center for Civil Liberties side-event on Ukrainian political prisoners
in the Russian Federation and the illegally occupied Crimea - Speech of Gennady Afanasiev

(English text below)

A - FeHaguii AdpaHacbeB - pogawncs B 1990 rogy, HakaHyHe 06peTeHnst YKpauHoli He3aBUCUMOCTH, B
ropoge Cumdeponone. OKOHUMN YHMBEPCUTET MO CcrneumanbHocTn «Mpaso», MpodeccroHanbHo
3aHumMasics choTorpacphmeii. B MomeHT 3axBaTa Kpbima Poccueld, nomoras YKpamHCKUM BOEHHbIM,
KOTOpble Haxoaumcb B KpbiMy, y4acTBOBaUT B akLMAX MPOTecTa NpoTUB OKKynauuu nosyoctposa. H
CHayasila He BOCNPUHAN MaiigaH u3-3a nponaraHdbl WM MHMOPMAaLMOHHOTO HarHetaHve Ha
MoJ1IyoCTPOBE, HO NOTOM MOHS/1, YTO NMPOUCXOAUT U CTasl ero NoaaepxmnsaTb.

9 maa 2014 roga s yyactBoBan B napage ko AHto Mobeabl B Cumdpeponone. A wen B KOMOHHE,
Aepxa chotorpadumio npageaa, oH - ropAoCTb CEMbM - y4acTBOBas1 BO BTOPOI MMPOBO BOMHE.

Mo Aopore Ha MeHst HEOXMAAHHO HAaGpOCUUCL pebaTa B LUTATCKOM M C aBTOMatamu - YXe Nnolxe
0Kas3asioch, YTO 3TO paboTHUKM ®CE - 1 3aTo/IKa/IM B aBTOMOGUSb.

B mawunHe MeHst 6pocunn Ha noJsl, Hagenu Ha ronoBy MeLlok. Moka exanu - 6Unn B XXUBOT U rOI0BY,
paccnpalumBanin 06 ydacTHUKaxX NPOYyKPamHCKNX MUTUHIOB, YrpoXaJsu, UTOo BE3YT B fIEC, UTO Byay cam
cebe pbITb MOruy.

B KOHLE KOHL,OB, AOBE3/M AOMOl - OHUM YXe 3Ha/N, rae s XuBy. 3abpasiv K/toum oT KBapTUPbI, U BOT
Tak, C MELIKOM Ha rosioBe, 3aBenn B KBapTupy, 6pocunu Ha nosn. Nposenu 06bICK, HO HUYEro He
HaLLAW.

[Janee nosesnun B ®CE, n oTTyga - B X0n04HbIA nogsa, rae s nposen 10 gHeld. Bce 310 Bpems MHe
He gaBasiv HU cnaTb, HU eCThb.

B nepBblii AeHb MeHsi IPOCTO 6Un. H GblA NPUKOBAH K XXENE3HOMY CTOSY.

AJBoKaTa nNpyv MHe He Obl/10, 3aTO MEHsl OKpyXanu cnegosaresin U3 MOCKBbI, TOJMICTbIE MAPHU C
KaBka3sa, cotpygHukn ®CB. OHU NbITa/IMCb MEHA pa3roBOpuUTb, yrpoxanu. NoHAB, 4YTo 4 He Bnageto
HY)XXHbIMW UM (pakTamu, NoTpeboBasIM OT MEHSA CaMOOroBop. A AO/HKEH Gbl/1 NPU3HATLCA B TOM, YTO 9
Mas s SKOObl XOTen B3opBaTb MNaMATHMK BeuyHOro orHsA. A6CypAHOCTb 3TUX TpeboBaHwi
NoAYepKUBAET TO, YTO OHU U 3aJepXMBasiv MEHA My6/IMYHO B MOMEHT, KOrga f LWes K NamMsATHUKY C
TOPXECTBEHHbIM LLecTB/EM!

B TeyeHme 5 gHeit paboTHMkM ®CB MbiITa/IMCb 3acTaBWTb MEHS 3aroBoputb. bBunn no ronose B
BOKCepCKUX nepyatkax - YTOObl He OblfI0 CUMHAKOB. MPOCTO NakeT HaJeBasIM Ha rosioBy, AYLUNIIN,
noToM onATb 6un ... Ho 1 Mmonyan.

Okasanochb, UTo 3TO ObIN0 elle NossbHOe OTHOLWEeHWe. A BOT fasiblle Havyamcb Cepbe3Hble MbITKN.

3T0 HENPUATHO C/ibillaTb, HO TO, YTO MHE€ MPULLJIOCb NEPEeXnTb, A BbIHYXXAEH O03By4YMBaTb CHOBa U
CHoBa. Jllogn [AO/MKHbI 3HATb, YTO nponcxogmnT ¢ TeMU, KTO HaxXxogUTCA B HE3AKOHHOM 3aK/KYeHUn B
Poccun. A He ognH Takoil. Mumo mMoux rnas 3a 6osnee yem OBa roga npowsimn MHorme: n Tak XeCTtoKo
nocTynasjin He Co BCeMU - a C TEMU, KTO M 6bIN HYXeH. /inu Temu, KTo um meLuan.

OpeBan NMPOTMBOra3 Ha rofioBy CO LUIAHTOM, OTKPYYMBa/IM HWKHWIA KnanaH v 6pbi3rain Tyaa
6a/IIOHYMKOM - HauMHaslacb pPBOTA, U S 3axnebbiBasics B COOCTBEHHON 61eBOTUHE. Korga Tepsan
CBSI3b C  peaslbHOCTblO, Macky CHMManuW, [AaBasiu  MOHKWXaTb HawaTblpb - U Bce
NoBTOPANN. BCreacTBue XecToKnX NbITOK, s MPU3Has CBOKO BUHY.

Janee oHM 3amHTepecoBascb  Yyxe AnekcaHapom  KonbyeHko  u Osierom  CeHuosbiM . A
OTKa3sblBasICA AaBaTb MokasaHWs NpoTMB HUX. B OTBET OHM NOACOEUHUNN SNEKTPUYECKME NPOBOAA K
NnosiIoBbIM oOpraHam - u 6unm TokoM. MiIMeHHO TAK 3acTaBnsiav pacnucbiBaTbCA Ha 3apaHee
3aroTOBJIEHHbIX JOKYMEHTaX.
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Moa KOHel, Korga oHW TPeGoBasIM 3aKMOUMTb CAESIKY CO CNeAcTBMEM, MEHSI pasfaenu, Npumkaam K
nony, - WU BOAWAM Masi/IbHUKOM Yy Tefla, pacckasbiBasi, 4To 6yfeT, Korga 3TOT pacKasieHHbll
WHCTPYMEHT nonageT noj MeHsl.

A camoe rnaBHOe, OHU YrpoXxasn 4obpaTbCsa A0 Moei Mambl. V1 3To noaelicTBoBaso ...

Bo Bpemsi cyga Hag AnekcaHapom KosbyueHko v Onerom CeHLO0BbIM Nepes MHOrMMWU CBUAETEAMN
N Npeccoi s oTkasasica OT CBOWMX MOKa3aHWiA, paccka3aB O MbiTKax M O TOM, Kak Oblan A06bITbI
CNneAcTBMEM NOKasaHWA NPOTMB HEBUHHbLIX MOAENA, KOTOPbIX A AaXe He 3Han. MecTb He npuLLIoCh
[0Nro xaaTk: onepaTuBHUkN PCB ycTponnm MHe n3bueHune yxe B PocTtoBe. K cuacTbio, 6narogaps
NOSIBNIEHNI0O  HE3aBMCUMbIX  aBOKATOB W NPaBO3alWUTHUKOB  3TW  TpaBMbl  YyAasiocb
3a/10KyMeHTUpoBaTb. HO HUKTO M3 MpaBOOXpaHWUTENein Tak U He OTBETWI Mepef 3akOHOM 3a 3Tu
aencreus.

A BOT BeHAEeTTa B OTHOLEHUW MeHs npogosmkunacb - ®CB aTannpoBa/in MeHsi B COBPEMEHHbIN
I'YNAT - B KonoHuto B Pecny6inke Komu .

Cam nepee3n Obl1 Oo4YeHb TsxXesbIM - Temnepatypa Bo3gyxa 40-45 rpagycoB, BaroHbl Tak
HarpeBalTCs, YTO UX HALO0 OX1IaXAAaTb NOXapHO MalVHOW. BHYTpU - HU BOAbI, HA Tyas1eTOB.

Tam, B Pecnybnmke Komu, A Tsxeno 3abonen. Moe Teno MNOKPbIIOCb paHamu, KOTOpble He
3axuBanun. A korga MHe Havanivm faBaTb TabnieTkM, TO OHW BbI3B&/IM elle W BocnaneHve
NYLL,EBAPUTESTbHOI CUCTEMBI ...

MeHs1 aep>xxanu B 0AMHOUYHON Kamepe. 2 mecsita 1 15 aHei s 6bl1 NOCTOAHHO OfIMH, HUKOTO He BUaen,
HW C KEM, KpOME THOPEMHOI agMUHMUCTPaLMM 1 cneucnyxo, He obLuascs.

... ITOT pacckas - 3T0 0UYeHb KpaTkasi Bepcusl Tex COObITUIA, KOTOPbIE C HaMW NPOUCXOANIN B TeUYEeHne
[BYX neT.

Ka)K,D,bIVI AEHb ONnA 4YenoBeKa, KOTOprI7I HaxogunTcA B OAMHOYKE, B MieHy, noa MbiTkamMmun, - 3TO Kak
Lenoe KMHo. dnnobm yXacoB - eXXeHEBHO.

Mbl MOr/IM 6bl NPOAO/KATL Hall pacckas Yacamu - U 0 6e33aKoHHOM crnegcTsun B Poccun, n o
cyabbax gpyrux pebsT, KoTopble Obiv pAAOM C HaMN ...

YTo nocoBeToBaTb APYrMM yKpauHLUaMm, KOTOpble OKa3blBalTCSA B NaeHy y Poccumn?

Jlyywe TaM BOOGLLE He OKasblBaTbCS, MOTOMY YTO Ha CNpaBeAsIMBbLIA CyA W T'yMaHHOE OTHOLLEHMWE
paccunTbiBaTb 6ECNO/E3HO.

A BOT K MrpoBOMy CO06LLECTBY S 06paLlalocb C NPU3LIBOM M MPOCbGOI 6OPOTLCA 3a TEX Y3HWKOB
Kpemnsi, KoTopble 4O CUX NOP B N/IEHY, NOAAEPXKMBATL KX CEMbU, & TaKKEe NPOAIUTL B Poccrm pexum
CaHKUWii fo Tex nop, noka Kpemsb He BbINOSIHUT CBOW 06si3aTe/NbCTBRA.

He 3a6biBaiiTe 0 TeX HEBUHHbIX, KOTOpbIe eXeagHeBHO CTpadarkoT B pOCCMﬁCKVIX THOPbMax.

Gennady Afanasiev

| was born in Simferopol in 1990 just before Ukraine gained it‘s independence. | have university
degree in law and also was working as a professional photographer. During Russian occupation of
the Crimea | was helping Ukrainian soldiers placed in the Crimea, took part in protest actions against
the occupation of the peninsula. At first | hadn’t accepted Maidan because of the propaganda and
speculations in the peninsula, but later | understood what was happening and became the supporter
of Maidan.

On 9* of May 2014 | took a part in the Victory Day parade in Simferopol. | was walking in the line
holding a picture of my great grandfather. He is a pride of the family — he participated in World War II.



Suddenly, some men in civilian clothes with automatic rifles hit me on my way (later they turned out to
be FSB officers) and pushed me in the car.

In the car they threw me on the floor and put a bag on my head. While driving they were punching me
in the stomach and head, inquiring of the participants of pro-Ukrainian protests and threatening me
saying they would take me to the forest and | would dig my own grave.

Finally, they drove to my house — they had already known where | lived. They took the keys from my
apartment and guided me inside with a bag on my head, then threw me on the floor. They made a
search, but didn’t find anything.

Then they took me to FSB office and from there — to the cold basement, where | spent 10 days. All
this time they didn’t let me sleep and eat.

On the first day they were only beating me. | was chained to the iron table.

| didn't have a lawyer, but | was surrounded by investigators from Moscow, stout Caucasian boys,
FSB officers. They tried to get me talking, threatened me. When they had understood that | didn’t
have the information they needed, they demanded from me self-incrimination. | must have admitted
that on 9 of May | wanted to explode the Eternal Light memorial. The absurdity of these demands
was in the fact that they had detained me in front of the people when | had been walking to the
memorial in the solemn procession!

During the first 5 days FSB officers tried to get me to talk. They were beating me in the head wearing
boxing gloves not to cause bruises. They were simply putting a plastic bag on my head, suffocating
me, then beating me again... But | kept silence.

It turned out to be a good attitude. Then real tortures began.

It's not pleasant to hear that, but | have to tell what | have overcome again and again. People should
know what happens to someone who is under unlawful imprisonment in Russia. | am not the only one.
During more than 2 years | saw many people: not all of them were treated with such a cruelty — only
the ones, whom they needed. Or the ones, who stood in their way.

They put on my head a gas-mask with a hose, unscrew a lower valve and sprayed the gas inside — |
started to throw up and choke with my own vomit. When | was losing consciousness, they were
putting the mask off, giving me sal ammoniac to smell — and repeated the whole action. Because of
the cruel tortures | pled guilty.

Then they became interested in Oleksandr Kolchenko and Oleh Sentsov. | refused to bear witness
against them. In response they connected electric wires to my genitals and electrocuted me. THAT
was the way to make people sign beforehand-prepared documents.

At the end, they demanded from me a plea agreement. They took off my clothes, pressed me down to
the floor and started to pass a soldering iron near my body telling me what would happen when this
burning hot instrument appears under me.

The main thing was that they threatened to come to my mother, and that gave an effect.

During the trial of Oleksandr Kolchenko and Oleh Sentsov | rescinded my previous testimony in front
of many witnesses and told about the tortures and the ways they made me witness against innocent
people, whom | even hadn’t known before. The revenge didn't keep me waiting: now FSB officers
beat me in Rostov. Fortunately, because of the independent lawyers and Human Rights defenders |
managed to record the traumas. But no one of these officers stood trial for these actions.

But the vendetta continued — FSB transferred me to the modern Gulag, the colony in the Komi
Republic.

The transfer was really hard — air temperature reached 40-45 degrees, railroad cars were so hot that
they should have been cooled down by a firefighting vehicle. There was neither water, nor toilets
inside those railroad cars.



There, in the Komi Republic, | caught a severe iliness. My body was covered with wounds that didn’t
skin over. But when they finally gave me some pills, the pills caused inflammation of the digestive
organs...

They kept me in a solitary cell. 2 months and 15 days | was constantly on my own, | didn’t see anyone
and didn't talk to anyone except prison administration and the security service.

...This story is a very short version of the events that happened to us over a period of 2 years.

Every day for a person, who stays in a solitary cell, in captivity and under tortures is like a whole
movie. Horror movie that is shown every day.

We could continue our story for hours — about unlawful investigations in Russia, about the fates of
other boys and girls, who were with us...

What can | advise other Ukrainians, who are captured by Russia?
Better not to be captured at all, because it's senseless to count on fair trial and humane treatment.

But | address the international community to fight for these Kremlin prisoners, who are still captured,
to support their families and to maintain sanctions regime against Russia until the Kremlin meets its
commitments.

Don't forget about those innocent people suffering in Russian prisons every day.





