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Ambassador VLADIMIR PRYAKHIN
Head of the OSCE Office in Yerevan

Corruption is hindering political, economic and social development of Armenia. It is spread in
almost all spheres of public life: health, education, judiciary, law enforcement, etc. Therefore, the fight
against corruption is not only the Government's responsibility, but a duty of every one. The strong
political will and united efforts of the Government and civil society are the pre-conditions for significant
progress in this fight.

Within the last five years since the Government announced fight against corruption as one of its
priorities, Armenia has taken up a number of measures. Adoption of the National Anti-Corruption
Strategy, creation of a high-level Council to Fight Corruption led by the Prime Minister and adjacent
Monitoring Commission to monitor implementation of the strategy, creation of NGO coalition are just
few examples in this direction. Armenia also intensified its international efforts in this area by joining
the Council of Europe GRECO group of states, as well as, actively participating in the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development Anti-Corruption Network for Transition Economies.

At the same time, corruption is a malicious evil and one cannot expect immediate results. Thus,
according to 2005 Transparency International’s Corruption Perception Index Armenia occupies 88"
place among 159 countries (the best index among CIS states), which means that there is still a lot to
do in this respect. The fight against corruption is a long-lasting process and Armenia is in the begin-
ning of that challenging path.

The OSCE Office in Yerevan has been assisting the Armenian authorities in combating corruption
from the day of its establishment. An international anti-corruption working group has been established
and co-ordinated by the Office from 2000 with the main objective to assist Armenia in this difficult task.
Raising public awareness on the fight against corruption and active participation of civil society in this
process are in the focus of activities of the OSCE Office in Yerevan.

| hope that the Armenian translation of the best practices in combating corruption will be impor-
tant for all those involved in the fight—legislators, public officials, NGOs, business community and
society at large.
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