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Speech delivered by H.E. Leena Al Hadid, 

Permanent Representative of Jordan  

at the 28th Meeting of the OSCE Ministerial Council 

2-3 December 2021

Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First of all, I would like to express appreciation to the Swedish OSCE 

Chairmanship, and the OSCE Secretariat with Secretary General Helga Schmid 

at its helm, for the continued cooperation throughout the year as well as their 

excellent organization of this meeting.  

I would also like to express deep gratitude to the Polish Chairmanship of 

the OSCE Mediterranean Partners for Co-operation, for their commitment to 

strengthening the dialogue and cooperation between the Organization and the 

Mediterranean Partners throughout 2021, and look forward to even closer 

cooperation next year. 

The OSCE Secretariat bears no responsibility for the content of this document
and circulates it without altering its content. The distribution by OSCE
Conference Services of this document is without prejudice to OSCE decisions,
as set out in documents agreed by OSCE participating States.

MC.DEL/74/21
14 December 2021
   
ENGLISH only



2 

This is an excellent opportunity to also recognize North Macedonia as the 

incoming Chair of the OSCE Mediterranean Partners and feel assured this 

fruitful cross-dimensional cooperation will be further strengthened under their 

leadership.  

Madame Chair, 

The 28th Ministerial Council reaffirms our conviction of the value of the 

OSCE as a major platform for dialogue and cooperation. We share the view that 

this organization is particularly well-positioned to promote a comprehensive 

and inclusive approach to support the participating States and Partners for Co-

operation in various important areas.  

Over the past years, the interconnectedness of the two shores of the 

Mediterranean has become ever more apparent. As a result of this close 

connection, an approach aimed at maximizing successes in economic 

development, empowering women and youth, protecting the environment, 

confronting climate change, and bridging the development gap, as well as 

other fields of joint action proved worthy and should be continued. 
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Madame Chair, 

The precarious situation in our region that has been ongoing throughout 

the past decade will continue to cost too many human lives and hinder security 

and development in the future if not addressed adequately.  

Whilst there have been some success stories, additional effort is 

demanded of us all to change the environment of conflict and despair, which to 

this day deprives the Eastern Mediterranean area of stability, security and 

comprehensive peace that the region and its peoples need and deserve. 

Madame Chair, 

Occupation contradicts peace. Achieving a just and lasting peace for 

peoples is an essential condition for the security and stability of the region.  

Jordan continues to believe in and advocate for the Two-State solution as 

the only way to achieving that peace. Undermining it is a threat to the security 

of the entire region. Suffice to say, resolving this conflict will open a wide door 

for Palestinians, Israelis and all peoples of the region to live side by side and lay 

the ground for building a prosperous tomorrow. 



4 

Excellencies, 

Over the past 10 years, Syria has witnessed enormous devastation. Its 

people have suffered the woes of war. To end this catastrophe, a political 

solution that preserves Syria and its unity and restores its security and role in 

the region must be sought. Until such a solution has been found, refugees must 

not become the forgotten victims of this tragedy. 

We are witnessing an alarming decline in international support for 

refugees. The burden on host countries has been growing exponentially, 

especially for a country like Jordan, which hosts 1.3 million Syrians. This is an 

unacceptable trend with serious consequences and repercussions, particularly 

since COVID-19 cases are again at peak levels necessitating lockdowns and 

other strict measures in an attempt to curb the spread of the pandemic, which 

will undoubtedly negatively impact economies and development programs. 
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Madame Chair,  

This organization promotes the value of dialogue and contributes to 

creating hope through implementing projects and programs. Jordan has always 

believed in the importance of improving cooperation between the participating 

states and the Mediterranean partners. Allow me to briefly touch upon some 

successful partnerships this past year. 

 

First, I would like to thank the OSCE for their continued efforts of 

providing youth with opportunities by offering multiple programs and courses 

such as the Young Policy Advisers Course.  

 

Second, Jordan welcomed the session on illicit trafficking in cultural 

property, which is a growing concern, and stands ready to cooperate with all 

partners to fight transnational organized crime, for example in the field of asset 

recovery.  
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Jordan also reaffirms its stance against terrorism in all its forms and 

manifestations, reiterating our full commitment to all OSCE initiatives to 

prevent and counter it. Extremism grows in environments of oppression, 

despair, deprivation and ignorance and we underline the importance of 

positively changing the environments where it thrives. (Terrorism has nothing 

to do with our common human values, and has nothing to do with the true 

Islamic religion, and its values of love, peace and respect.) 

 

Finally, a Permanent Council session was held dedicated to the 

Mediterranean partners entitled “Cooperation for Sustainable Development in 

the OSCE Mediterranean Region in Times of a Changing Climate”. This topic is 

increasingly being included as an inherent element of national and 

international security agendas as being one of the greatest challenges facing 

the world today.  
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Madame Chair,  

In closing, we thank the OSCE for their commitment on these topics and 

wish to reiterate that we remain committed to our common goals. On our part, 

Jordan will continue to play a constant and vital role in the region, so that a just 

peace, security and stability can one day become a reality. For this to come to 

fruition, we must continue to unite our efforts and calibrate our cooperation 

and coordination to build a future where stability replaces conflict and hope 

replaces despair.  

Thank you. 




