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WORKING SESSION 7: Fundamental freedoms l, including 
freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief.


SET MY PEOPLE FREE intervention

Fundamental Freedoms l


Without freedom to change religion or belief there is no religious freedom.


In the UDHR article 18 “every one has the right to freedom of thought conscience and 
religion; this right includes the freedom to change his religion or belief”. 


The freedom to change religion is very crucial.


Unfortunately 1.3 billion muslims do not have the right to leave Islam. Please check the 
attached map. In 12 countries it is punishable by death and in 16 countries it is 
criminalised. Former muslims are not allowed to exist. 


Sadly this same attitude is practised now in the OSCE region by Islamic communities.

As former muslims face oppression and persecution by their followers of their former 
religion.


Last year two people were murdered. One lady in Bavaria, Germany at the age of 38 for 
having left Islam and becoming a Christian. (read more…)

The second was a man murdered in Falun, Sweden in July, because he refused to comply 
with sharia in the way he brought up his daughters. He wanted his daughters to live as 
other free Swedish girls.  He was threatened by his relatives and when he did not comply 
he was murdered in a fishing party. (read more…)  According to Islam a muslim who do 
not comply with sharia is an apostate.


Former muslims face pressure and death threats by their communities in the OSCE 
region. Some are living under 24 hours protection. 

Two of the main imams in Sweden, Salahuddin Barakat and Abd El Haqq Kielan, in an 
article in a main Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter, May 27, 2018 confirmed that in 
classic muslim jurisprudence it is death penalty for the one who leaves Islam.  


Our recommendations:

1. Protection of former muslims and assure their freedom to live as x-muslims.


2.  The application of islamic apostasy and blasphemy laws should be openly condemned 
and criminalised by OSCE countries.


3.  Islamic Institutions should condemn islamic apostasy and blasphemy laws. 


4. That this subject will be brought up as an issue of concern by  one of the introducers in 
HDIM plenary sessions.


Kamal Fahmi

International Executive Director 

www.freedom2worship.org

Phone:+46703419766


https://www.dw.com/en/germany-afghan-man-sentenced-to-life-for-murder-of-converted-muslim/a-42516438
https://www.thelocal.se/20170927/12-year-prison-sentence-for-man-who-murdered-relative-with-scissors-in-sweden
http://www.freedom2worship.org
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Countries where apostasy 
and blasphemy laws are 
applied in certain regions 
or among certain  people 
groups.

1. Nigeria
2. Mali

Countries where apostasy* and blasphemy** laws in Islam are applied

Countries where conversion from Islam 
and  blasphemy is criminalised, and 
punishable by death. 

17. Afghanistan
18. Brunei
19. Iran
20. Kuwait
21. Maldives
22. Mauritania

23. North Sudan
24. Pakistan 
25. Qatar 
26. Saudi Arabia
27. Somalia 
28. Yemen

Countries where conversion from Islam and 
blasphemy is criminalised and punished 
by anyone or several of the following: jail 
sentence, torture, loss of child custody and 
marriage annulment.

3. Algeria
4. Bahrain
5. Comorro Islands  
6. Egypt
7. Indonesia
8. Iraq
9. Jordan

10. Libya
11. Malaysia
12.Morocco and Western    
    Sahara
13. Oman
14. Syria
15. United Arab Emirates
16. Uzbekistan

* Apostasy means leaving or giving up one’s religious faith.
** Blasphemy in Islam is any objection to the authenticity of    
    Islam, its laws or prophet.

Countries where religious 
freedom officially exists but 
where family or the community 
may take matters into their 
own hands to apply Islamic 
apostasy and blasphemy laws.
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