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NOTE VERBALE

The Permanent Mission of Greece to the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) presents its compliments to the Permanent Missions and Delegations
of all participating States and to the Conflict Prevention Centre (CPC) and has the honour
to provide herewith the reply of Greece to the Questionnaire on Anti-Personnel
Landmines and on Explosive Remnants of War.

The Permanent Mission of Greece to the OSCE avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the Permanent Missions Delegations of all participating States and to the
Conflict Prevention Centre (CPC) the assurances of its hig@e,s;cgp‘nsideraty
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e The Permanent Missions and Delegations
of OSCE Participating States
e The Conflict Prevention Center (CPC)
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Trattnerhof 2/3/305, (Am Graben 29a), A-1010 Vienna
Tel.: +43/-1/5033930 = Fax: +43/-1/5033924 = e-mail: grdel.oase@mfa.gr




QUESTIONNAIRE
ON ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES

Response by Greece
(May 2023)

Part |

1 Is your country a State Party to the Amended Protocol Il on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other
Devices annexed to the 1980 Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW)?

Yes.

If yes:

2. Please attach the most recent annual report submitted by your country
in accordance with article 13 of the Amended Protocol or give the appropriate
electronic address for the report.

Please find attached the most recent report submitted by Greece in
accordance with article 13.

if no:
3. Is your country considering ratification/accession to the amended
Protocol 11?
Not Applicable.
4, What measures have been taken to prevent the indiscriminate use of

mines, booby-traps and other devices?

Amended Protocol Il has been ratified by law and has been incorporated in
the intemal Greek legislation. The Armed Forces have accordingly issued all the necessary
orders, regulations and directives. Any violation or breach of the provisions of Amended
Protocol Il, would consist a grave disciplinary offence and a penal offence punishable by the
Greek Penal Code and the Military Penal Code.

5. Would your country be interested in receiving assistance related to the
implementation of this Protocol? If so, please describe.

No.

6. Does your country have the capacity to assist others related to this
Protocol? If so, please describe.

(a) Yes, Greece has the capacity to provide know-how of
demining to other countries on the following domains:




1/ Clearance techniques.

2/ Mines defuse means.

3/ Cooperation with civilian authorities, public information.
4/ Rescue of entrapped personnel in minefields.

5/ Cost accounting of work.

(b) The approval for cooperative actions, will be taken at the
political level on a case by case basis, following the relevant application from the
country witch is interested in it.

Partll

7. Has your country ratified or acceded to the 1997 Convention
on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-
personnel Mines and on their destruction?

Greece has ratified the above mentioned Convention. The Ofttawa
Convention (MBT) was sanctioned by Greece with Parliament Law 2999 of April 08, 2002
(Official Govermment Gazette issue #71) and became part of the intemal Greek legislation.
The Convention was ratified by Greece on 25 Sep. 2003 and came into force on 01-03-
2004, according to article 17 para 2 of the Convention.

8. (a) If yes, please attach the most recent annual report submitted by your
country in accordance with article 7 of the Convention or give the appropriate
electronic address for the report.

Please find attached the most recent report submitted by Greece in
accordance with article 7 of the Convention, of May 2023.

(b) If no, is your country considering ratification/accession to the
Convention.

Not Applicable.

(c) Has your country adopted legislation to address the humanitarian
objectives of the convention, or taken any specific measures regarding the
use, production, storage, transfer and destruction of antipersonnel landmines? In
case a moratorium has been introduced, what is its scope and duration and when
was it introduced?

(a) Greece in order to implement the provisions of the convention
has already demined all the APLMs of the minefields at the Greek-Turkish border
along Evros River in the north east part of the country.




(b) More specifically all APLMs have been taken out from the
ground and in most cases have been replaced by anti-tank mines.

(c) This initiative has been completed by 20 July 09, 4 % years
before the deadline of our conventional engagement.

(d) Since the beginning of the APLMs destruction program, 1.224.
754 have been destroyed, as part of a total of 1,568,167 APLMs.

9. Does your country have any specific measures in place to
provide assistance to victims?

Greece is participating in the Joint Action of the EU Member
States to provide financial and technical assistance to landmine victims and
affected countries.

10. Does your country require assistance in mine clearance,
stockpile destruction, mine awareness and/or victim assistance? If so, please
describe.

No

11. Does your country have the capacity to assist others in
mine action? If so, please describe.

In order to assist other in mine action, Greece has in full operational
readiness a Battalion level structure which is manned with EOD technicians and
specific equipment.

All relative official requests for demining assistance will be examined
by Greek National Authorities and an official respond will be completed.




QUESTIONNAIRE
ON EXPLOSIVE REMNANTS OF WAR

Response by Greece
(May 2023)

1. Has your country notified the Depositary of its consent to be
bound by the 2003 CCW Protocol V on Explosive Remnants of War (ERW)
once it enters into force? Is your country considering doing so?

On 21st October 2014, Greece submitted to the Office of Legal
Affairs of the United Nations in New York, its National Instrument of Ratification of
the “Protocol of the Explosive Remnants of War to the Convention on Prohibitions
or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be
deemed to the excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects”, adopted in
Geneva on 28 November 2003, for deposit with the Secretary General of the
United Nations.

2, If yes, at what stage is the process?

In recent years, meetings are being held in regions which are
contaminated with explosives — ammunitions remnants of war, among competent
Staff of the Military Authorities, local authorities, mountaineering — hunting
associations etc as well as ordinary citizens, presenting the progress in the
clearance of UXO and providing instructions to prevent accidents.

3. Would your country be interested in receiving assistance in
clearing or otherwise minimizing the risks and effects of ERW? If so, please
describe.

No. Greece at this stage has all proper resources in order to
complete this mission, by its own.

4. Does your country have the capacity to assist others in
clearing and minimizing the risks and effects of ERW? If so, please describe.

All relative official requests dealing with clearing and minimizing the
risks and effects of ERW, will be examined by Greek National Authorities and an
official respond will be completed.
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