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necessarily reflect the views of the OSCE. 

 

 Monday 16 September 2019 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

  

 

 

 

 

OPENING PLENARY SESSION 

 

Chair: Mrs. Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir, Director of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human 

Rights (ODIHR) 

 

Opening statements: 

Mr. Miroslav Lajčák, Chairman-in-Office, Minister of Foreign and European Affairs, Slovakia 

Mr. Jacek Czaputowicz, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Poland 

 

Opening remarks:  

Mrs. Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir, Director of ODIHR 

 

Keynote Speaker: 

Mr. Lech Wałęsa, former President of the Republic of Poland 

 

Opening statements: 

Amb. Thomas Greminger, OSCE Secretary General  

Mr. George Tsereteli, President, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

Amb. Lamberto Zannier, OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities 

Mr. Harlem Désir, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 

 

Technical information: Ms. Katarzyna Gardapkhadze, First Deputy Director of ODIHR 

 

Statements by Delegations 

 

Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Our Right to Participation – Promoting the Participation of Persons with Disabilities in Political and Public 

Life 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

Meeting Room 2  

Title: EPDE New Database on Citizen Election Observation Recommendations 

Convenor: European Exchange 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Enforced disappearances in Turkmenistan: Strong multilateral action is urgently needed to respond to a 

breakdown after limited progress in 2018. Briefing of the “Prove They Are Alive!” campaign 

Convenor: Centre for the Development of Democracy and Human Rights 

Co-convenors: Crude Accountability; Human Rights Center "Memorial"; Human Rights Watch 

 

Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 

Title: Launch of the OSCE Thematic Report: Well-being and Safety of Women: Experiences of disadvantaged 

women 

Convenor: OSCE Secretariat 
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Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------- 

18.30-21.00 

 

WORKING SESSION 1 

 

Fundamental freedoms I, including: 

– Freedom of expression, free media and information 

 

Introducers:  Ms Amy Brouillette, Research Director, at Ranking Digital Rights 

Moderator:  Mr Andrey Rikhter, Senior Adviser, OSCE Office of the RFoM 

Rapporteur:  Mr Boštjan Širnik, Permanent Mission of Slovenia to the OSCE 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------ 

Reception hosted by the Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs & the Slovakian OSCE Chairmanship  

(Villa Foksal, Foksal 3/5, 00-366 Warszawa) 

 

 Tuesday 17 September 2019 

Morning 

08.15-09.45 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1  

Title: Youth Political Participation in Efforts to Combat Climate Change 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

Co-convenors: Permanent Representation of Spain to the OSCE; Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the 

Slovak Republic; Personal Representative of the Chairperson in Office on Youth and Security; Permanent 

Mission of the Republic of Albania to the International Organizations in Vienna 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Assault on the legal profession – persecution of human rights lawyers in the OSCE region 

Convenor: International Partnership for Human Rights 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 2   

 

Fundamental freedoms I (continued), including address by the OSCE representative on Freedom of the 

Media: 

– Freedom of expression, free media and information 

 

Introducers:  Mr. Harlem Desir, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 

Moderator:  Mr. Andrey Rikhter, Senior Adviser, OSCE Office of the RFoM 

Rapporteur:  Ms. Rikke Høyer Hughes, Permanent Mission of Denmark to the OSCE 

 

Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Priority human rights recommendations from OSCE parliamentarians 

Convenor: OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Azerbaijan: Genuine Reforms or Fine-Tuning the Status Quo? 

Convenor: Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 

Co-convenors: People in Need 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Presentation of the ODIHR Handbook for the Observation of Election Dispute Resolution 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 

Title: Building resilience to overcome vulnerabilities generated by the misuse of information in democratic 

societies 

Convenor: Permanent Mission of Romania to the International Organizations 

Co-convenors: Permanent Delegation of Finland to the OSCE 
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Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 3  

 

Democratic institutions, including: 

– Democracy at the national, regional and local levels 

– Democratic elections 

 
Introducers:  Ambassador Urszula Gacek, Head of EOMs, former Senator and Consul General  

Moderator:  Mr. Alexander Shlyk, Head, Elections Department, ODIHR 

Rapporteur:  Anna Pogwizd, Permanent Mission of Poland to the OSCE 

 
Evening 

18.15-19.45 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Journalism behind bars in Turkey  

Convenor: ARTICLE 19 

Co-convenors: Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Persecution of Crimean human rights defenders: crack down on lawyers, civic journalists and activists 

Convenor: International Partnership for Human Rights 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Freedom of Speech Online: Social Media and Modern Censorship? 

Convenor: Ordo Iuris Institute for Legal Culture 

 

Plenary Hall 

Title: “Hype as a means of shaping public opinion and mobilizing mass consciousness” 

Convenor: Civic Chamber of the Russian Federation 

 

 Wednesday 18 September 2019 

Morning  

08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: How to build digital safety for journalism? Best practices and next steps. 

                              #DigiSafe #JournoSafe #SOFJO 

Convenor: Permanent Representation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the OSCE 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Suppressing Civil Society in China: Role Model for OSCE Authoritarian Members? 

Convenor: Federazione Italiana Diritti Umani (Italian Federation for Human Rights) - (FIDU) 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Tajikistan's Prisons: Nests of Corruptions, Tortures and Deaths 

Convenor: Tajik Center for Human Rights 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 4 (specifically selected topic) 

 

Specifically selected topic: Safety of journalists  

 

Introducers:  Mr. Tarlach McGonagle, Extraordinary professor of Media Law & Information Society, Leiden 

University 

Moderator:  Ms. Kristin Olson, Principle Adviser, OSCE Office of the RFoM 

Rapporteur:  Ms. Manon Philippet, Permanent Représentation of Belgium to OSCE 

 

Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: The Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Freedom of Expression 

Convenor: Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media 
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Meeting Room 1 

Title: Fighting Impunity for Human Rights Violations and Abuses in Chechnya (Russia): An effective multi-

stakeholder response 

Convenor: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark 

Co-convenors: Permanent Delegation of Sweden to the OSCE; Delegation of Canada to the OSCE; United States 

Mission to the OSCE; United Kingdom Delegation to the OSCE; Permanent Mission of the Republic of 

Lithuania to the International Organizations in Vienna 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Foreign funding of politics: a threat to democracy? 

Convenor: Transparency International e.V. 

 

Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 

Title: Role of NGOs in strengthening of Democracy in CIS countries 

Convenor: Association of Visegrad Scholarship Programme Alumni’s in Poland 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 5 (specifically selected topic) 

 

Specifically selected topic: Safety of journalists (continued) 

 

Introducers:  Ms. Nani Jansen, Director, Digital Freedom Fund  

Moderator:           Mr. Andrey Rikhter, Senior Adviser, OSCE Office of the RFoM 

Rapporteur:  Ms. Catalina Bolma – Dupont, Delegation of the EU to the International Organisations 

 

Evening 

18.15-19.45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Plenary Hall 

Title: The Belarusian view on the Eastern European issues: a buffer zone or a bridge between Russia and the 

West? 

Convenor: Information and Educational Institution "Relevant Concept" 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Turkmenistan 

Convenor: Rights and Freedoms of Turkmenistan Citizens 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Journalism is not a crime: ensuring the legal safety of journalists 

Convenor: United Kingdom Delegation to the OSCE 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Belarus: The Role of Free Media in Building Resilience in the Society 

Convenor: Prospect Foundation / iSANS – The International Strategic Action Network for Security 

 

 Thursday 19 September 2019 

Morning 

08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Religious freedom in the Ukrainian territories of Crimea and Donbas occupied by Russian Federation 

Convenor: Center for Civil Liberties 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Media Freedom and Tolerance and Non-Discrimination 

Convenor: Office of the Representative on Freedom of the Media 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Russian political prisoners in 2019 and the role for the OSCE 

Convenor: Human Rights Center "Memorial" 
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Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

  

 

 

WORKING SESSION 6 

 

Fundamental freedoms II, including: 

– Freedom of peaceful assembly and association  

 

Introducers:  Ms. Diana-Olivia Hatneanu, Independent lawyer 

Moderator:  Mr. Konstantine Vardzelashvili, Chief, Legislative Support Unit, ODIHR 

Rapporteur:  Ms. Sorcha Casey, Permanent Mission of Ireland to the OSCE 

 

Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Challenges of Democracy in modern Europe 

Convenor: Society of Friends of ''l'Humanite'' 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Inter-Mechanism 

Convenor: OMCT World Organisation Against Torture, Brussels Office 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Addressing challenges and trends relating to freedom of assembly in the OSCE region: presentation of new 

ODIHR publications 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 

Title: Migrant Integration – Engaging Young Migrants Through Participation in Political and Public Life 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 7  

 

Fundamental freedoms II (continued), including: 

– Freedom of thought, conscience, religion, or belief 

 

Introducers:  Mr. Ahmed Shaheed, former UN Special Rapporteur on FoRB and former Foreign Minister of 

the Maldives, Visiting Professor of Human Rights Practice at the University of Essex 

Moderator:  Mr. Kishan Manocha, Senior Adviser on Freedom of Religion or Belief, ODIHR 

Rapporteur:  Ms Tamara Ognjanović, Permanent Mission of Serbia to the OSCE 

 

Evening 

18.15-19.45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Problems of performance by Kazakhstan of obligations on protection of fundamental laws of the person 

against illegal activity of the separate religious minority 

Convenor: Center for Human Rights Studies Akjayik 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Political Repressions in the Baltics and Ukraine: Export of Pseudo-European Practices of Interacting with 

Civic Society 

Convenor: Center of Socio-Political Sciences ''Russian Baltic''; Baltic Media Research Center (BMRC) 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Improving communication and raising awareness about the defense of human rights 

Convenor: Netherlands Helsinki Committee 

 

Plenary Hall 

Title: Launch of ODIHR’s publication Freedom of Religion or Belief and Security: Policy Guidance 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

 Friday 20 September 2019 

Morning 

08.15-09.45 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Prostitution Policies in Switzerland – A Critical Analysis and a Survivor’s Story 

Convenor: Talita  
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Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 8 

 

Tolerance and non-discrimination I, including: 

– Equal opportunity for women and men 

– Implementation of the OSCE Action Plan for the Promotion of Gender Equality 

– Violence against women  

 

Introducers:  Ms. Elvira Surabaldieva, Member of Parliament of Kyrgyzstan  

Moderator:  Mr. Marcin Walecki, Head, Democratization Department, ODIHR 

Rapporteur:  Mr. Jürgen Heissel, Permanent Mission of Austria to the OSCE 

 

Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Threats for Human Dimension Issues in Maritime Sector: Ukrainian Examples 

Convenor: Crimean Tatar Resource Center 

Co-convenors: Ukrainian Independent Maritime Trade Union 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Preventing and combating violence against women 

Convenor: Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic 

 

Plenary Hall 

Title: Cross-border Childhood: the rights of migrant children in Eastern Europe and Central Asia 

Convenor: Anti-Discrimination Centre ''Memorial'' 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Criminalization of Solidarity – Intimidation, Threats, and Legal Harassment against Migrant Human Rights 

Defenders in the EU and USA  

Convenor: Amnesty International - U.S.A 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 9 

 

Humanitarian issues and other commitments, including: 

– Combating trafficking in human beings 

– Refugees and displaced persons 

– Persons at risk of displacement  

 

Introducers:  Ms. Dalia Leinarte, Fellow-Commoner at Lucy Cavendish College, University of Cambridge, 

and Professor at Vytautas Magnus University 

Moderator: Mr. Valiant Richey, Special Representative, Office of the Special Representative and Co-

ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings  

Rapporteur: Ms. Lucie Leauté, Permanent Representation of France to the OSCE 

 

Evening 

18.15-19.45 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Challenging gender discrimination in the post-Soviet space: from inequality in the workplace to domestic 

violence 

Convenor: International Federation for Human Rights  

Co-convenor: Anti-Discrimination Centre “Memorial” 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Presentation of the electoral recommendations database for the Western Balkans 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

Meeting Room 2  

Title: The use of technology by non-governmental organizations to fight trafficking in human beings 

Convenor: OSCE Secretariat 

Co-convenor: Office of the Special Representative/Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 
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Plenary Hall 

Title: When peaceful becomes non-peaceful? The role of the authorities, civil society and international 

community in preventing and investigating acts of violence at public assemblies 

Convenor: SOLIDARUS e.V. 

Co-convenor: Moscow Helsinki Group 

 

 Monday 23 September 2019 

Morning 

08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Russian (s)elections under police control: arrested candidates, repressed protests, misuse of anti-extremism 

Convenor: SOVA Center for Information and Analysis 

Co-convenor: Public Verdict Foundation 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Belarus and Belarusian civil society before Parliamentary and Presidential electoral campaigns 

Convenor: Belarusian House Foundation 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Judicial Independence in Poland 

Convenor: Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 

Co-convenor: Amnesty International – Poland, American Bar Association Center for Human Rights 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 10  

 

Rule of law I, including: 

– Independence of the judiciary 

– Democratic law-making 

– Ensuring equal enjoyment of rights and equal participation in political and public life  

 

Introducers:  Ms. Nino Lomjaria, Public Defender (Ombudsperson) of Georgia 

Moderator:  Mr. Marcin Walecki, Head, Democratization Department, ODIHR 

Rapporteur:  Mr. Leonard Reil, Global Affairs of Canada 

 

Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Preventing and Addressing SGBV in Places of Deprivation of Liberty 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Fundamental Freedoms on Trial: The Human Rights Impact of Overly Broad Counter Terrorism and Anti-

Extremism Legislation 

Convenor: Fair Trials  

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Democratic backsliding in Poland and Hungary: Current state of affairs 

Convenor: Hungarian Helsinki Committee 

Co-convenor: Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights 

 

Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 

Title: Human Rights Violations in Northern Caucasus 

Convenor: Committee Against Torture 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 11 

Rule of law I (continued), including: 

– Prevention of torture 

– Exchange of views on the question of abolition of capital punishment 

– Protection of human rights and fighting terrorism  

 

Introducer:  Ms. Marie Struthers, Regional Director for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, Amnesty  

                             International 

Moderator:  Omer Fisher, Head, Human Rights Department, ODIHR 

Rapporteur: Mr. Eurico de Matos, Permanent Mission of Portugal to the OSCE 
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Evening 

18.15-19.45 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Plenary Hall 

Title: The Catalonia Referendum Trial: Justice or Repression? 

Convenor: Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Evidence-based approach in combating tortures: Ukrainaian experience 

Convenor: Association of Ukrainian Human Rights Monitors on Law-Enforcement (UMDPL) 

 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: “Effective Multilateralism in the Fight against Torture: The role of civil society” 

Convenor: Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the OSCE 

Co-convenors: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark; Permanent Mission of Austria to the OSCE 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Fight against torture and ill-treatment in Ukraine 

Convenor: Center for Civil Liberties 

 

 Tuesday 24 September 2019 

Morning 

08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Practical Tools to Combat Anti-Semitism 

Convenor: United States Mission to the OSCE 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: The Activities of the Albanian-Udi Christian Community in Azerbaijan to Restore the Autocephalous 

Status of the Albanian Apostolic Church 

Convenor: Alban-Udi Christian Religious Community 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Jewish Property Restitution and the Holocaust in Eastern Europe: the 10th Anniversary of the Terezin 

Declaration 

Convenor: Historical Memory Foundation 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 12  

 

Tolerance and non-discrimination II 

– Rights of persons belonging to national minorities 

 

Introducers:  Ms. Petra Roter, Associate Professor, University of Ljubljana 

Moderator:  Mr. William Romans, Senior Legal Advisor, OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities 

Rapporteur:  Ms. Daria Mosina, Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the OSCE  

Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Plenary Hall (13:30-14:30) 

Title: Vulnerable groups and Hate crimes 

Convenor: Emisco - European Muslim Initiative for Social Cohesion 

Co-convenor: European Yozgat Federation 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Addressing anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance and discrimination through education and in 

education 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Presentation of European Islamophobia Report 2018 

Convenor: Georgetown University, The Bridge Initiative 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Gay Yesterday: recognising changing identities and once-gay realities. 

Convenor: Core Issues Trust 
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Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 13 

 

Tolerance and non-discrimination II (continued), including: 

– Combating racism, xenophobia, and discrimination 

– Combating anti-Semitism and discrimination against Christians, Muslims and members of other 

religions 

 

Introducers:  Imam Yahya Pallavicini, President, COREIS (Islamic religious community) Italy + personal 

representatives  

Moderator:  Ms. Cristina Finch 

Rapporteur:          Magnar Aaberg, PM of Norway 

 

Evening 

18.15-19.45 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Trends of oppression, trends of resistance. Shrinking space and the response of the civil society in Poland, 

Hungary and Russia 

Convenor: Amnesty International - Belgium 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Crimea Tatars: Curent situation and perspectives 

Convenor: Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Religious Freedom in Russian Federation 

Convenor: Coordination des Associations et des Particuliers pour la Liberté de Conscience 

 

 Wednesday 25 September 2019 

Morning 

08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: The diversity in Europe: the protection of fundamental rights Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic 

Institutions and Human Rights 

Convenor: Cojep International 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Addressing hate crimes and victims’ needs through effective cooperation with civil society 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Criminalization of "parental kidnappings" in some European countries and human rights to respect for 

private and family life 

Convenor: Pantarey Foundation 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 14 (specifically selected topic) 

 

Hate crime  

 

Introducers:  Ms. María Teresa Verdugo Moreno, UN CERD committee member 

Moderator:  Christie Edwards 

Rapporteur:  Brian Breuhaus, Department of State, US 
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Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Combating hate crime in the Republic of Serbia 

Convenor: OSCE Mission to Serbia 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Impact of the conflict on civilians – OSCE Special Monitoring Mission To Ukraine 

Convenor: OSCE SMM Ukraine 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: A Call for International Human Rights Monitoring in Crimea 

Convenor: U.S. Department of State 

 

Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 

Title: #GlobalNations App, the launch of the Diaspora & Migrants Platform for More Democracy & Meritocracy 

in Post-soviet Origin Countries 

Convenor: Global Ukraine Foundation 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

  

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 15 (specifically selected topic) 

 

Hate crime (continued) 

 

Introducers:  Ms. Draginja Nadaždin, Director, Amnesty International Poland 

Moderator:  Cristina Finch 

Rapporteur:  Arne Brandsma, PM of Netherlands 

 

Evening 

18.15-19.45 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

  

Plenary Hall 

Title: Lawyers under threat in OSCE region: identifying trends and finding solutions 

Convenor: American Bar Association 

Co-convenor: Center for Human Rights, Justice Defenders Program ; International Commission of Jurists, 

Lawyers for Lawyers, International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute, Council of Bars and Law Societies 

of Europe 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Human rights and frontier technologies: to find a balance between progress and humanism 

Convenor: Center for Development of Humanistic Ecology and Culture (NGO, Russian Federation) 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Demarginalization of the right-wing movements as a threat to democracy in Eastern Europe 

Convenor: Information Group on Crimes against the Person 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Roma and Sinti Youth Initiative: Youth as Agents of Change 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
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 Thursday 26 September 2019 

Morning 

08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Hate speech as apolitical weapon employed against disobedient judges and prosecutors in Poland 

Convenor: Open Dialog Foundation 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Dangerous Work: Reprisals against Environmental Defenders in the OSCE Region 

Convenor: Crude Accountability 

 

Morning 

10.00-13.00 

 

 

  

 

  

WORKING SESSION 16 (specifically selected topic) 

 

Roma and Sinti  
Introducers:  Ms. Zola Kondur, Council of Europe in Ukraine  

                             Mr. Rostas Albert Iulius, Visiting Professor, Central European University 

Moderator:  Dan Pavel Doghi 

Rapporteur:  Helen Teasdale, PM of UK   

 
Lunch 

13.15-14.45 

 

 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Documentary on the Romani Holocaust: A Hole in the Head 

Convenor: Slovak OSCE Chairmanship 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Violence against Roma (police operations, forced evictions, pogroms) in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. 

Convenor: Anti-Discrimination Centre ''Memorial'' 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Racism, intolerance and violence against Roma and Sinti in the OSCE area 

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 

 

Plenary Hall (13.30-14.30) 

Title: Civil society and human rights in Belarus on the eve of parliamentary elections  

Convenor: Assembly of Pro-Democratic NGOs of Belarus 

 

Afternoon 

15.00-18.00 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 17 (specifically selected topic)   

 

Roma and Sinti (continued) 
Introducers:  Ms. Daniela Mihaylova Lawyer, Equal Opportunities Initiative Association, Bulgaria 

Ms. Eniko Vincze Professor, Researcher, Social activist 

Moderator:  Dan Pavel Doghi 

Rapporteur:  Olga Rakic, PM of Switzerland 
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Evening 

18.15-19.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------- 

20.00 

 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Human rights in contested entities: the price of living in the 'blind spots' of international law 

Convenor: International Federation for Human Rights 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Round Table "What is a modern racism in Europe today" 

Convenor: European Center for Democracy Development 

 

Meeting Room 3 

Title: Fundamental freedoms of human beings in Kazakhstan: 2019 . Have there been changes? 

Convenor: Coalition of Matter of Defense of Convict's Rights 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- 

Reception hosted by the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights  

(Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw: Ul. Wybrzeże Kościuszkowskie 22) 

 

 Friday 27 September 2019 

Morning  

08.15-09.45 

SIDE EVENTS 

 

Meeting Room 2 

Title: Human rights violations as a result of “Borderization” in Georgia 

Convenor: Amnesty International - International Secretariat 

 

Meeting Room 1 

Title: Formation of the High Anti-Corruption Court in Ukraine: Lessons learned and way forward 

Convenor: DEJURE Foundation 

 

Morning 

10.00 ~11.30 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKING SESSION 18 

 

Discussion of human dimension activities (with special emphasis on project work) 

 

Introducers:  Mr. Adam Rogers, Strategic Communications Advisor, former UNDP Senior Advisor for the 

Bureau for Policy and Programme Support (BPPS) Development Impact Group  

Moderator:  Ms. Kateryna Ryabiko, Project Co-ordinator, OSCE/ODIHR 

Rapporteur:  Iliya Nachev, MFA of Bulgaria 

 

Morning 

11.30-13.00 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing reinforced plenary session (reinforced by the participation of human rights directors, OSCE ambassadors 

and heads of OSCE institutions): 

 

– Any other business 

– Closing of the meeting 

 

Chair: Ms. Ingibjörg Sólrún Gísladóttir, Director of ODIHR  

 

Presentation of the outcome of the first and the second week’s Working Sessions; 

Reports on the Working Sessions on Human Dimension Activities as well as on the specifically selected topics; 

Review of the results and recommendations from the first and second week;  

Any other business. 

 

Closing speech by the OSCE Secretary General: 

Amb. Thomas Greminger, OSCE Secretary General 

 

Closing speech by OSCE Chairmanship:  

Amb. Luca Fratini, Deputy Permanent Representative of Italy to the OSCE in Vienna 

 

Closing speech by Director of ODIHR 

 

Closing 

 


