
  

       
 

14th Central Asia Media Conference 
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The President hotel 

Ashgabat, Turkmenistan 
5-6 July 2012 

 

Agenda  
 

Day 1, Thursday, 5 July 2012 
 
09.30 – 10.00  REGISTRATION  
  
10.00 – 10.30  OPENING SESSION 
 
Moderator: 
Andrey Rikhter, Director, Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media  
 
Welcoming remarks  
Ivo Petrov, Head of the OSCE Centre in Ashgabat 
 
Rashid Meredov, Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Turkmenistan 
 

Opening speech 
Dunja Mijatović, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 
 
10.30 - 13.00 SESSION I. Transition from traditional to social media. International 

standards and pressing challenges  
 
Moderator:  
Andrey Rikhter, Director, Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media  
 
International speakers:  
 
Christian Möller, Expert, Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 
Freedom of the media in social networks and social media 
 
The presentation will provide an overview of:  

 Web 2.0, user generated content, blogging, social media. 
 Social media as a tool for journalists and citizens to seek, receive and impart information.  
 The notions of media, citizen media and grassroots journalism.  
 OSCE commitments and freedom of expression in social media. 
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Douglas Griffin, Director, Albany Associates 
Internet and Internet Protocol television (IPTV) regulation 
 
The presentation will provide an overview of: 
 

 Legal challenges and issues pertaining to the Internet content regulation. 
 How Internet, Internet TV and IPTV regulation fit into the media law framework. 
 IPTV vs. broadcasting regulation.  
 Means of IPTV regulation: best practices. 

 
11.30 - 12.00  Coffee break 
 
Prof. Anna Kachkaeva, Dean of Media Communication Department, National Research University – 
Higher School of Economics (Moscow). 
Digital media and internet market: audience, multimedia context, business-models 
 
The presentation will provide an overview of: 
 

 Internet market and digital media. 
 Tendencies in development of digital media. 
 Philosophy and main characteristics of digital media. 
 Social media and traditional media outlets. 

 
Dieter Loraine, Managing Director, Albany Associates 
Importance of self-regulation in upholding freedom of expression  
 

The presentation will provide an overview of: 
 

 Principles of self-regulation of media. 
 Self-regulation mechanisms in the United Kingdom. 
 Self-regulation of online publications. 

 
13.00    Group photo 
 
13.30 – 15.00  Lunch 
 
15.00 – 18.00 SIDE EVENT. Master class/executive training course on online and social 

media regulation issues. 
 
Moderator:  
Andrey Rikhter, Director, Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media  
 
Keynote speakers: Douglas Griffin, Director, Albany Associates, and  

Dieter Loraine, Managing Director, Albany Associates  
 
16.30 - 17.00  Coffee break 
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The side event will consist of the facilitated discussion among participants of regulation practices in 
their own countries, different practices of media regulation generally and internet regulation in 
particular. During interactive session participants will look at the examples of internet 
issues/regulation/practices in other countries and discuss self-regulatory models and how they could be 
applied to Internet. During break-out session participants will divide into groups to discuss hypothetical 
case studies and draft possible regulatory policy responses. 
 
20.00   Reception hosted by the Government of Turkmenistan, Ashgabat hotel. 
 
 
Day 2, Friday, 6 July 2012 
 
10.00 – 13.00  SESSION II. Social media and general media developments in Central Asia 
 
Experts from Central Asia will make presentations on the developments in social media, transformation 
of traditional media to online media, and media developments in their respective countries (including 
current cases, legislative initiatives and challenges). Presentations will describe the situation regarding 
the use of social media tools in traditional and online media, as well as the role that social and 
community media play in their countries. An overview of the existing and potential policy and legal 
responses to social media employed to regulate online content will be presented. 
 
11.30 – 12.00   Coffee-break 
 
Moderators:  
Ana Karlsreiter, Senior Adviser, Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media  
Adilia Daminova, Project Officer, Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media  
 
KAZAKHSTAN 
Diana Medvednikova, President, Public Foundation “North-Kazakhstan Legal Media Centre” 
 
KYRGYZSTAN  
Artem Goriainov, Deputy Director, Public Foundation “Civil Initiative on the Internet Policy” 
 
TAJIKISTAN 
Zebonisso Tadjibaeva, Executive Director, Asia Plus Information Agency  
 
TURKMENISTAN 
Serdar Durdiyev, Councillor, International Information Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Turkmenistan 
 
UZBEKISTAN 
Firdavs Abdukhalikov, Chairperson of the National Association of Electronic Mass Media of 
Uzbekistan 
 
AFGHANISTAN 
Masuma Mohammad Juma, Senior Advisor, Afghan Cultural House in Kabul 
 
13.00 – 14.30   Lunch 
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14:30 – 16:00 CLOSING SESSION. Discussion and adoption of the Conference 

Declaration 
 
Moderator:  
Andrey Rikhter, Director, Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media  
 
Closing remarks  
Dunja Mijatović, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 
 
The session will provide an opportunity to: 
 Discuss the draft of the Conference Declaration. 
 Provide feedback and additional recommendations to be included in the Declaration. 
 Highlight the main messages of the Conference. 
 Adopt the Conference Declaration. 
 Discuss potential follow-up activities in the region. 
 Evaluation of the conference. 
 
 
Cultural event 
 
20.00 Reception hosted by the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media, 

the President hotel. 
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