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SCHEDULE AND OVERVIEW
OF SIDE EVENTS

as submitted by the organizers

The Helsinki Document of 1992 (Chapter IV) callet fncreasing the openness of
OSCE activities and expanding the role of NGOs.pémticular, in paragraph (15) of
Chapter IV the participating States decided to liete during CSCE meetings informal
discussion meetings between representatives oicipating States and of NGOs, and to
provide  encouragement to NGOs organizing seminarson CSCE-
related issues. In line with this decisiompvgrnments, civil society and other

participants are encouraged to organize side mestiat the Review Conference on relevant
issues of their choice.

The side events below have been exclusively oeghrand scheduled exclusively at the
request of participants of the Human Dimension bn@ntation Meeting. The below
descriptions have been provided by the organiZBngsy have been lightly edited by ODIHR
for language but not for content. Responsibility tfte content remains with the organizers.
Neither the text below nor the events themselvesssarily reflect the views of the OSCE.

Monday, 19 September

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: The impact of propagamasociety
Convenor: Embassy & Permanent MissioDenmark

Working language: English

Summary: The event will take the shape of a paisebdsion with the main theme, “how

does propaganda and disinformation affect our §es®. This theme will be broken down into
3 elements, namely 1) an introduction to how propalg affects societies in general,
including historical examples; 2) a focus on howrent pro-Kremlin propaganda has
affected society in Russia; 3) a focus on how pgapda affects the media as a profession
and how the media addresses this and analysexpodes the disinformation. The speakers
at the event will be: Dr. Nerijus Maliukevicius, shitute of International Relations and
Political Science, University of Vilnius, Mr. Andr&olesnikov, Senior Associate, Carnegie

Moscow Center, Mr. Maciej Bernatt-Reszaighi, Editor-in-chief of the Russian Language
News Exchange Prague Bureau.

Refreshments will be provided
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Time; 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2
Title: Money in Politics h& role of NGOs in Combating Corruption
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistltutions and

Human Rights (Denadzation Department)
Working language:  English

Summary: Money in politics is a necessary component of aesnaktratic process,
allowing for expression of political suppomplitical participation, as well as vigorous
competition in elections. At the same time, pddititnancing also represents a concrete risk for
any democratic and economic system, threateningc#pure of political decision-making
processes by powerful interests and episodes amaicccorruption. Building on the work done
in recent years in the field of anti-corruption, EEA and the OSCE/ODIHR started in 2016
the join project ‘Money in Politics in Southeastrgpe’ with the aim of assessing the level of
cooperation between relevant anti-corruption botie€dSCE participating States in the Balkan
region. The Side Event “Money in Politics — Theerof NGOs in Combating Corruption” will
offer the opportunity to present and discuss efinlgings from the project. In particular, the
emphasis will be placed on the role of civil sogietganizations, and their good practices of
cooperation with relevant national institutions combatting corruption. Civil society
representatives from Transparency InternatioBasnia and Herzegovina and Open Data
Albania will discuss the need to tackle corruptiora comprehensive manner, putting together
aspects of public procurement regulations, politgarty financing and integrity of public
officials, as to recognize their interdependenaktarassess potential good practices.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Standing up for free exgsion in an era of threats and trolls
Convenor: Permanent Delegation of Swadehe OSCE

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: This year, it is 250 years ago that Sweglgnthe world’s first constitutional
protection of free speech, through the 1766 Presedém Act. Staying true to these
principles has always required tough discussiongl an understanding of new
developments. Today, threatening and trolling thesscising their fundamental right to free
expression is easier than ever. We must find neysvia stand up for free speech and a
genuine public debate. Join us in a discussiorxper@énces, ideas and solutions!

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Islamophobia in Europegentiong the European Islamophobia Report
Convenor: SETA - Foundation for PoéticEconomic and Social Research

Working language: English

Summary: In June 2014, the website for reportiatg crimes to the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR)miveublic. In 2014, only five states



officially reported on hate crimes against diflms, whereas civil society reported in 2
1 countries. Still, for the majority of the 57 meanbcountries of the OSCE, there is no
official information available. Furthermore, if omeere to assess the quality of these state
reports, it becomes apparent that the collectea dad¢s not always rely on a comprehensive
systematic collection. Since Islamophobia or antisMm racism has become a growing threat
in European societies, we feel an urgent need doead this problem. In fact, there are still
people denying the very existence of racism agahsilims. The European Islamophobia
Report (EIR) is an annual report, which was pre=grhe first time in 2016. It comprised
25 national reports regarding each state and thdeteies of Islamophobia in each
respective country. The current report featuredatbek of 37 extraordinary scholars.

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Supporting the digitaltion of democracy
Convenor: International IDEA

Working language: English

Summary: Information Technology (IT) is rapidly dggng the face of democracy around

the world, from the way elections are organizedhtaw citizens and politicians interact.
Democracy assistance organizations have a growilegto play as educators and advisors in
this digitalization of democracy. In this side-eyemternational IDEA will provide a brief
overview of technology in democratic developmerd aill present three of its latest tools: its
new film, Power in our Pockets: Social Media, Moragd Politics in the Digital Age, which
explores the role of social media and digital tedbgy in elections the Political Finance Digital
Reporting and Disclosure tool, designed to as®stigal finance oversight agencies digitally
receive and publish political party and candidaterfcial data; and the Digital Parties Portal,
which helps politicians find the right Informatiomnd Communication Technologies and
applications (ICT) for their party. Speaker®r Seema Shah, Programme Officer,
International IDEA’s Electoral Processes Programingrnational IDEA Mr. Sam van der
Staak, Senior Programme Manager, Wider Europe 8muge International IDEA. Join us to
discuss these digital democracy tools. Watch tine &ind talk about how these new tools are
impacting political participation, accountabilitpétransparency

Refreshments will be provided

Tuesday, 20 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Women journalists ohet frontline: experiences covering conflictdan
conflict-affected communities

Convenor: Delegation of Canada to the BSC

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Women journalists have responded to varionses by reporting from the

frontlines alongside their male counterparts, mdy @bout the military activity but also about
the people caught in the crossfire, about thosgintethe fighting and the strain put on host
communities. In this panel, women journalists shiare their experience in covering conflicts,
and how conflict sensitive journalism has chandesl way reporters report on war and the
people affected by it. The event will be held inmdtable format at the sunlit Belvedere Room
on the 1st floor of the Sofitel Hotel. Simultaneanterpretation in English and Russian will be
provided. Continental breakfast and beveragesheilterved.
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Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Discrimination of Ukraam seafarers and OSCE standards
Convenor: Ukrainian Independent Mar&iiirade Union

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: The issues of discrimination of more tH@®0000 Ukrainian seafarers will be
presented. The connected problems of total coonptnd incapacity of Ukrainian

authorities will be discussed, sustainable refo$dlkrainian government to ratify the actual
universal and regional human rights and maritimietgaagreements such as MLC 2006
will be convicted. Issues of complex violation tkeafarers® human rights by Russian
government in illegally occupied Crimea and in cected maritime spaces will be
presented. Potential of OSCE and other interndtistractures for preventing, monitoring

and prevention such violation also as third coestrcontribution will be lighted at.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45
Venue: Meeting Room 2
Title: The Council for Monitaig the Implementation of the Recommendations

of UN Human Rights Mechanisms of the Republic ofb&e Lessons learned during the
process of establishing mechanism
Convenor: OSCE Mission to Serbia

Working language: English

Summary: Monitoring and reporting on the humantsgituation in a country as well as

the implementation of recommendations received fireaty bodies are key factors in ensuring
the collection of data that serves as the basigh®rcreation of State policies and strategies
pertaining to human rights. The goal of the UPRiydrsal Periodic Review) is to improve the
human rights situation in every country by assessire State’s human rights records and
addressing infringements of human rights whenelvey bccur. It takes place within the UN
Human Rights Council and also includes the prowigib technical assistance to the State to
enhance its capacity to deal effectively with humigihits challenges. The Office for Human
and Minority Rights of the Republic of Serbia (OHMBears the responsibility for reporting to
UN human rights mechanisms and supervising thesmehtation of their recommendations. In
2014, the Council for Monitoring the Implementatioh the Recommendations of the UN
Human Rights Mechanisms (hereinafter the Ciduneas established by decision of the
Government of the Republic of Serbia. This crosdes@l body consists of representatives of
the executive authority who hold the decision-mghkower to deal with identified deficiencies

in the field of human rights protection and is legl OHMR. Independent institutions, civil
society, and parliamentary committees participatehie work of the Council. At this side
event, the Director of the OHMR and accompanyingeets will give a presentation on the
process of establishing the Council, determinatdénits composition and jurisdiction, its
achieved results, and good practice examples.

Refreshments will be provided



Time: 13:00-14:45
Venue: Belvedere
Title: Presentation of the @0DDIHR Handbook on the Follow-up of
Electoral Recommendations and other Developments Etdction
Observation Methodology
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistitutions and Human Right (Election
Department)

Working language: English

Summary: The importance of follow-up to electoratammendations has been

repeatedly acknowledged by participating Statesthat 1999 Istanbul Summit, for example,
they committed themselves to “follow up promptheti®©DIHR’s election assessment and
recommendations” and recognized “the assistanceOd#HR can provide to participating
State[s] in developing and implementing electoegidlation”. ODIHR has consistently sought
to promote the effective follow-up of electoral eemmendations, and in recent years has
intensified its efforts, including the 2016 pubtica of the Handbook ok the Follow-up of
Electoral Recommendations. The Handbook, which bl presented at this side event, is
designed to serve as a useful tool for particigaBtates interested in the follow-up of electoral
recommendations and as a practical guide for ODHH&upporting states in their efforts. At the
side event, ODIHR will provide additional wds on the development of its election
observation methodology, including in respect & #lectoral participation of persons with
disabilities and the role of public security praaig during elections.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Gender violence duringilcarmed conflicts. Example of Ukraine
Convenor: IGCP - Information Group orin@2s Against the Person

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Violence against civilians is one of therst characteristics of civil armed
conflicts. What is more, one of the most vulnerateups for the violance is women. Violence
against them is spesific and it is difficult for men to apply to state services in order to obtain
justice. Gender spesific of violence against avif as exemplified by the armed conflict in
Ukraine will be on agenda of the round table ibéthby the Information Group on Crimes
against the Person (IGCP).

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Armenia: Right to Protesmd State Reprisals, 2015-2016
Convenor: Open Society Foundationsmémia

Working language: English

Summary: Armenian authorities continue to interfgilh peaceful protests. Investigation

of crimes is ineffective. Journalists face pressame violence over their work. 2015 and
2016 are marked as period of unprecedented viaktiof human rights, ill treatment

and mass arrests. On June 19, 2015, “No to Plurdeic initiative started protest actions

against the electricity price hike. On June 23,5204t 05:20, the police announced that
the protesters’ actions are illegal and urged &wdethe Baghramyan Avenue in 10 minutes.
The police stood in a special arrangement (“Angais§iment behind patrols, internal
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troops round the water cannons in the middle, tipeci@l Purpose Division /DON/
behind the cannon and 40-50 policemen in civilidothes — some with distinctive
features) and surrounded the protesters from tlwesides. The water cannon directed the
water flows in the direction of protesters sittimgthe middle and together with the troops
started to move forward. When the distance betwten policemen and protesters was
about 5 meters, all police units headed by intanoalps attacked the protesters and tried to
detain them, although the latter tried to stayhigirtplaces. Overall, 600-700 police officers
participated in the operations. According to the Rhistry of Health, 25 persons called
for ambulance, 15 persons were taken to hospitdd kadily injuries. Since July 17, 2016,
hundreds of people were taken to the police statimd detained there for more than 8
hours. They were deprived of food, water, possibtlb use the toilet. Their right to access
lawyers and delivering information to the family migers were violated. On July 20 and 29,
2016, the police used excessive force againstdhefpl protesters. So far, after 18 days of
availability of numerous facts about the abuse wainience, no public official has been
charged, while the civilians taking part in peagiubtests have been arrested on charges of
public mass disorder (inciting mass riots) or ilegossession of guns.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Presentation of the 20&port of the Secretary General of COE on
the situation of Human rights, democracy and the ofilaw in Europe

Convenor: Council of Europe

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: The past 12 months have seen a geaiirsiifirope’s security concerns.

Recent terrorist attacks have sent a shockwaveghrour societies. Unco-ordinated responses
to the migrant crisis have sustained chaos at owddns. Combined with economic uncertainty,
this is creating fertile ground for nationalistsdarenophobes who seek to exploit public
anxiety. Such developments are posing serious e@mublfor our shared security. This is the
third annual report of the Secretary General onstiage of democracy, human rights and the
rule of law. The report assesses the extent tolwttie Council of Europe’s member states are
able to make the building blocks of democratic siggcua reality and exposes Europe’s
democratic shortcomings, which require immediattention. The report also highlights
pan-European trends and areas for joint actionrevkey recommendations have been made.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Participation of Persamish Disabilities in political and public life
Convenor: Permanent Mission of Finlandthe OSCE; Permanent Mission of the

Russian Federation to the OSCE; US. Mission to @®CE; Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights (Democratization Depant)

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: OSCE participating States committed irsdov 1991 to promote and secure

the rights of Persons with Disabilities, includitingir inclusion in the political and public life as
well as in decision-making processes. More spedificthey committed to “to take steps to
ensure the equal opportunity of such persons tacgeate fully in the life of their society
(Moscow 41.2) and to “promote the ajppiate participation of such persons in
decision-making in fields concerning them” (Moscad.3). Participation of all citizens in
political and public life of their societies essential for the development of demacrat
societies. Yet, legal, social, economic, physicadl ather barriers continue to prevent many
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citizens from exercising their fundamental demacreghts. This side event will mark the 25
year anniversary of the Moscow Document and takeksof the above mentioned challenges
and seek to raise awareness on challenges andpgaciices with regards to participation of
Persons with Disabilities in political and publielwithin the OSCE region. The side event will
also allow for ODIHR to inform participants of itgocoming programmatic activities in this
area, specifically the project titled “Our right participate - promoting the participation of
Persons with Disabilities in political and publi¢ef. The side event is organized by the
Permanent Mission of Finland to the OSCE, the PeemiaMission of the Russian Federation
to the OSCE and the United States Mission to th€B® cooperation with the OSCE/ODIHR.
The Panelists are:

Mr. Kalle Konkkdld, Executive Director of the Thinetd Association, Finland, Mr. Valery
Nikitich Rukhledev, President of the All-RussiabliRuSociety of the Deaf , Ms. Rebecca Bond,
Chief of the United States Department of Justi€@¥sl Rights Division's Disability Rights
Section

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00 - 13:30
Venue: i floor, Terrace next to Belvedere room
Title: Opening of the exhibition: ¢dsDoodle to challenge violent extremism

Can we challenge the simplistic “us” vs. “them’rtking, often conducive to hate and violence?
And how do we make the message more appealingoithyThe OSCE United in Countering
Violent Extremism (#UnitedCVEgZampaign invited artists to develop a cartoon atter that
champions critical thinking against violent extremi Meet Jalal Bouanani, 1st prize winner,
and discover the other concepts.

Refreshments will be provided

Wednesday, 21 September

Time: 08:15-09:45
Venue: Belvedere
Title: Safeguarding freedontled media in Turkey after the attempted coup
Convenor: ARTICLE 19: Global Campaign Free Expression

Working language: English

Summary: This event will bring together Dunja Migac, OSCE Representative on
Freedom of the Media, alongside Turkish journalestsl media freedom advocates (TBC)
to discuss the current situation regarding freedgnthe media in Turkey and to discuss
the importance of safeguarding this fundamentaédoen. The failure of the attempted
coup in Turkey on 15 July 2016, largely thanks twmdnstrations of mass support for
President Erdogan’s government, demonstrated tip@rismce that the Turkish population
attaches to democracy in the country. In respomsehé coup, the government has
invoked a state of emergency to ensure stabilityis Thas been accompanied by mass
arrests of journalists and closures of media autlehd publishers, accentuating a
crackdown on freedom of expression that has beearorg in the country over the past
few years. The organisers of this event believé ahfiee, diverse and pluralistic media is
essential to guarantee Turkey's democratic devedmpmand to shed light on the
circumstances surrounding the attempted coup. Veatewill explore the current media
situation in Turkey, and look at what needs to lemedto safeguard the right to freedom
of expression during the post-coup attempt period.

Refreshments will be provided



Time; 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1
Title: Promoting cooperatiorivkeen the state and civil society in Ukraine
Convenor: OSCE Project Co-ordinatodkraine

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Ukraine since 2013 has seen a signifigaeriod for civil-society
development.

The Euromaidan protests and the current conflicelseen an unprecedented mobilization of
civil society. Citizens’ contributions to these at® often measured in lives lost, have also
raised a clear expectation that their voice be cheaross a wide range of reforms. At the
same time elections and appointments have brougimty mctivists into government at all
levels. To help build on this new citizen activissind spurred by reformers both in
government and in civil society, Ukraine began ienpénting a new civil-society strategy in
2016, supported by the PCU. In parallel, the PCBugporting the involvement of CSOs in
providing state-funded social services, and a reawthat would mandate public consultations
for major decisions. The main objective of the d@viento provide participants with an
overview of the existing mechanisms of cooperabetween the state and civil society, and
discuss lessons learned for other OSCE participatBiates. Speakers will address
opportunities and challenges and how OSCE can aesl promote cooperation.

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Where are we heading®eRuf law in Poland
Convenor: Professor Holda Association

Working language: English

Summary: A coalition of watchdog organizations,luiding Helsinki Foundation for

Human Rights, Institute for Law and Society (INPREd Professor Holda Association
would like to invite you to a side event devotedotegoing constitutional crisis in Poland
and itsconsequences to safeguarding the rule of law. Quhia side event, we would like to
discuss the developments around the Constituti@mlrt. The origins of the crisis are
connected to the adoption of the new Act on Cartgtibal Tribunal by the Parliament in June
2015 (it entered into force on 30 August 2015).c8iautumn 2015 the independence of the
Constitutional Tribunal is undermined and laws dddpby the ruling party paralyze the
effectiveness of its functioning. The situation haggered international attention, with a
number of opinions prepared by the Venice Commissiad the opening of the rule of law
procedure by the European Commission. The new ‘déatielaw adopted in July 2016,
raises doubts as to its constitutionality and isindine with previous recommendations of
the Venice Commission. The constitutional crisisasbined with the adoption of numerous
laws, which constitutionality poses serious conseand their effects on human rights. The
increase competences of security services maytgife@cy of citizens, the anti-terror law
enables a serious restriction of the right of asderand the blocking of web pages. The
public media have been redesigned, with a stropgjéical influence on the content.

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Addressing the detertorg situation of civil society actors and human
rights defenders in Europe

Convenor: Council of Europe



Working language: English

Summary: This joint Council of Europe/OHCHR evenaimed at assessing the situation

of civil society and HR Defenders (examples of ablgs and good practices in overcoming it);
recalling the primary responsibility of States imsering a safe and conducive work
environment also in conformity to the obligatiohgy undertook; and discussing the current
state of interaction between civil society actonsl ’iuman rights defenders on one side and
regional mechanisms on the other, as well as hoantbe improved.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Human Rights Compliarégembly Policing

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratictltutions and Human Rights (Human

Rights Department)m#esty International, The Netherlands
Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: ODIHR and the Dutch section of Amnestgimational (AINL) are organizing

this side event on human rights compliardeatly policing to discuss and present key
challenges as well as good practices in this adEdHR, in collaboration with the Strategic
Police Matters Unit of the OSCE Secretari8PMU), has developed a "Human Right
Handbook on Policing Assemblies”, which wadeased in March this year; AINL has
developed "Guidelines for implementation of the Bakic Principles for the Use of Force and
Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials" published 8eptember 2015. The side event
discusses the role of the police in public assesabdis an actor who can actively influence
through the attitude, behavior and approach digglajyf an assembly proceeds in a smooth
and peaceful way or if it ends up in disorder,lefice and the police resorting to force.
Experience and lessons learned will be sharedderdo highlight that a carefully planned and
facilitative approach based on communication, djaéy de-escalation and peaceful settlements
of conflicts is crucial to ensure assemblies rema@aceful; pointing on the other hand at
situations in which a repressive and heavy handeticipg approach will lead to the
opposite: exacerbation of problems, escalationeokibn and - in the end - violence. The
Handbook is an important tool in this regard fav enforcement officials and commanders with
key information on upholding human rights standardshe context of assemblies and public
order management. The AINL Use-of-Force-Guidelipesvide clear recommendations for
authorities not only on the use of force, but mongortantly, on how to avoid situations in
which the use of force is needed, which is pardidylrelevant in the context of assemblies.
The event will be opened by Ambassador Eberhard, Rttairperson of the OSCE Permanent
Council.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Tajikistan’s Human Rightrisis

Convenor: Human Rights Watch, Norweditsinki Committee

Working language: English



Summary: Description: This event will feature &scdssion on responses to Tajikistan’s
political crackdown and the premiere of a film abdjikistan’s human rights crisis. The

speakers will provide fresh perspectives and figlsearch about Tajikistan’s current crisis.
They will also offer recommendations for policy peases by the U.S. government, EU, and
other international partners. The round table W#l led by representatives of Tajikistan's
embattled civil society as well as experts on than rights, political, and religious context.

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Tolerance and Non-Disaination of Trans People

Convenor: C.0.C. - Cultuur en Oatspings Centrum (Centre for Culture and
Leisure)

Working language: English

Summary: The OSCE has many important commitmentscombating any form of
intolerance, discrimination, and bias based viader@ender equality and trans rights are still
infringed upon across the OSCE region. Despitecamging attention to trans people’s situation,
as illustrated by the recently adopted historicnsgender Resolution of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe, and numeroustipestrans-specific policy developments,
which have implemented the principle of self-deteation in legal gender recognition and
eliminated the sterilization requirement, trans gecare still disproportionately affected by
discrimination, hate crimes, hate speech and viglen Europe. In the past years the extent of
violence against the community is reported to betlon rise. During this side event trans
human rights defenders will showcase the incredsihgrdships trans people are facing.
Speakers will look at the mandate and rofethe OSCE executive structures and its
participating States to carry out their importaggponsibility to protect each and every citizen
without making any distinction. This side eventvesras an opportunity to collect and share
good experiences, and to discuss practical poBcpmmendations that can be taken towards
enhancing tolerance and non-discrimination of tzasple.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Protecting Space for ICi8ociety: A Key to the OSCE Comprehensive
Security Concept

Convenor: Swisspeace (Swiss Peace Rtiond, Centre for the Development of

Democracy and HumagHs, International Youth Human Rights

Movement, InternatbPartnership for Human Rights, Netherlands

Helsinki Committed?ublic Verdict Foundation, Human Rights First,

Kazakhstan Internagéib®Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law
Working language: English

Summary: At this briefing members of the Civic Saliity Platform will present results

of their expert workshop on “Shrinking Space foviC8ociety and the Protection of Human

Rights Defenders” held in May 2016, including recoemdations to OSCE participating States,
political bodies and institutions. Backlash agairisil society has accelerated in many OSCE
participating States — both East and West of Viemmereasing restrictions on freedoms of
association, peaceful assembly, and expressioehaswrowing threats to the security of civic
activists and the right for fair trial have a hygekgative impact on the space for civil society.
In the past year, attempts have been made to fudbghen legislation on NGOs and intensify
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repressive practices, particularly in the contdxhe “foreign agents” and similar laws. Other
new alarming trends occur in the light of populistutocratic developments as well as under the
pretext of fighting terrorism and transnationaleiis. The issue of shrinking space for civil
society has numerous implications for the OSCE cehlmgnsive security concept. This is why it
should be a subject of concern and common actibe. imability of civil society to operate
freely does not only undermine democratic publidipi@ation but the very ability of OSCE to
work effectively. The implementation of recentlgdopted Guidelines on Freedom of
Association and on the Protection of Human RiglegeDders should be put high on the OSCE
agenda.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Is normal life in Donbgossible? The situation of civilians in the
conflict zone in Ukraine

Convenor: Helsinki Foundation for HumRmghts; Deutsch-Russischer Austausch e.
V.

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Since 2014, the “Justice for Peace in BshlCoalition has documented

human rights violations in the military conflict ithe east of Ukraine and the conflict’s
impacton the lives of civilians. In 2016,etlCoalition members have conducted a num
ber of monitoring missions, including in partneépsh with organizations from Belarus,
Germany, Poland and Russia. They have gatheredeamptlence and countless victim
testimonies which paint a gruesome picture of theslin the conflict zone. The side event
will be a chance to comprehensively discuss theasdn of civilians in the east of Ukraine,
including from the perspective of humanitarian laWGO representatives will present
preliminary results from human rights monitoring tine occupied territories of Donbas
concerning, among others, the situation of childrés the evidence shows, children in
Donbas are engaged in military formations and sexwesoldiers, spies or guards. They
undergo military training in special

camps some of which are situated in the terricdrthe Russian Federation. The panellists will
also discuss state policy on social rights of peediwing in the occupied territory and of
internally displaced persons, summarising thelt®sf monitoring and advocacy efforts in
relation to social protection. Last but not leasilition representatives will also talk about the
scale of destructions caused by bombardmantthe conflict zone, attempts to rebuild
destroyed areas and victims’ perspectives forasdrThey will closely analyse the application
of internationally prohibited warfare methods talattacks on civilian healthcare institutions
and the subsequent use of those institutions filitang purposes. Concrete cases will be
presented to illustrate the range of humanitdaanviolations encountered in the region. To
say that war irreversibly changes lives of peaplbe conflict area is, of course, a truism. After
all everyone knows that war means tragedy, deattdastruction. Everyone knows that, yet for
many, including those who make the most importieisions, it is a remote abstraction whose
extent they cannot fully grasp. It is, therefak the more important to see what civil society
contributes to peace building today and to ligteithe accounts of those who document the
horrors of war and its impact on civilian popubeti

Refreshments will be provided

Time; 18:00-19:45
Venue: Belvedere
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Title: Crackdown on Independbfedia in Russia: How the Kremlin Is
Taking over Newsrooms
Convenor: Freedom House, Washingtorc®ff

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: While Russian state-sponsored media amdirto press government-approved
narratives abroad, the status of media freedondénBiussia has been steadily deteriorating.
Over the last five years, the government has iifiedspressure against independent press,
through state ownership, restrictions on foreigregiments in media, legislative restrictions on
free speech, including high fines and regutet that encourage self-censorship, and by
interfering in editorial policies and processesnptete with full dismantling of editorial boards.
These moves indicate a clear pattern of silencimgpendent voices and driving domestic
media outlets to the edge of irrelevance. This ewalh analyze the current state of Russia’s
independent media, examining the implications & thulti-layered crackdown on media
freedom in Russia and its effects on domestic agdie, and will share experiences and lessons
learned from media, civil society and the intermadl community. The speakers, coming from
media, civil society and international indiitmns, will discuss current challenges and
recommendations for media organizations, the OSGElee Participating States.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Turkmenistan: The itation Game while Enforced Disappearances
Continue Unabated.

Convenor: Center for the DevelopmentDeimocracy and Human Rights; Center

for the Development of Democracy and Human Righiisman Rights
Watch; Human Rights Centre "Memorial"; Norwegian Idieki
Committee

Working language: English

Summary: Recently, Turkmenistan's authorities hasignificantly increased their
engagement with international organisations andt#veggovernments. In order to respond
to international criticism and facilitate much-nedd economic cooperation, Turkmen
authorities have been forced to declare their camemt to international cooperation on
human rights. However, recent steps taken by th&rien government that are flagged as
“modest progress,” are either empty declaratiookitg any real improvements, or, worse,
are repressive laws and policies. Promises by tiekrlen authorities to address human
rights problems amount to empty rhetoric desigreednipress Western interlocutors at a
time when the government is in dire need of foredqgmnomic and security assistance. In
reality, the country is regressing into a full-figdi dictatorship. Enforced disappearances in
prisons, widespread torture, travel bans, and otbens of retaliation against perceived
critics and their families continue unabated. Cautivists and dissidents inside and outside
of the country face increasing persecution. Theeguwent plans to adopt amendments to the
Constitution, which amount to a legal framework &or usurpation of power for lifelong rule
by President Berdymukhamedov. It is essentialler international community to prioritise
progress in human rights in its cooperation withfkfnenistan. At the side event, the
“Prove They Are Alive!” campaign will present newatarials on the situation in prisons
and the travel bans, and make recommendations tGEQ®cluding benchmarks for
assessing the Turkmen authorities’ specific stepsldressing human rights issues.

Refreshments will be provided
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Time; 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Voices from the field: Gteal Asia 25 years after independence. Assessing
human rights performance in a troubled region.

Convenor: Kazakhstan Internationairddwu for Human Rights and Rule of Law;

International Parstep for Human Rights (IPHR)
Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: This year, it has been 25 years since @mmtral Asian states gained
independence. With the fall of the Soviet Union 191, these countries embarked on a
transition process, with great hopes for what itlddoring in terms of democracy, freedom and
respect for human rights. However, the transitiathphas proved to be far from as easy as
imagined at the time and the current overall treatti respect to the protection of fundamental
rights such as freedom of expression, associatiohagsembly is a downward one. While the
civil society climate remains extremely regies in Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, the
situation in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikisteas recently deteriorated, with arguments
about national security being exploited to stifleef speech, curtail political opposition, limit
space for independent civil society and go aftes¢hwho stand up for justice, rule of law and
accountability. This side event will provide an oppnity for civil society voices from across
Central Asia to share their first-hand impressiofisurrent human rights challenges in the
region, assess the human rights performance aof dlughorities and discuss opportunities and
strategies for how to counter the current downwesdd. There will also be time for discussion
and open questions. The side event will be orgdnimeKazakhstan International Bureau for
Human Rights and Rule of Law, together with Intéioval Partnership for Human Rights and
other partners. It will be held in English and Rass Welcome!

Refreshments will be provided

Thursday, 22 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Rule of law, human righand security in Turkey
Convenor: Netherlands Helsinki Comnaitte

Working languages: English

Summary: The side event will feature presentatibpscivil society human rights

NGOs

on recent developments in attacks on and defenadeobf law, human rights and security in
Turkey. Think of the recent coup attempt, the armeaflict in the East of the country, bomb
attacks, the arrival of millions of refugees, lasgale arrests of people exercising official or
semi-official positions, the persecution of medRiscussion will focus on how the
international community can assist the maintainaaed promotion of human dimension
standards in the country.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: The role of cultural pof in conflict escalation
Convenor: "Historical Memory" Foundatio
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Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Comprehension of cultural heritage andofial memory is a result of
sophisticated counteraction of the society, exparnd state policy. However, the 'policy
of memory' often becomes not an instrument to wstdad and prevent tragedies of the past
but a way to escalate social conflicts. What messuan be taken by social organisations to
prevent the use of historical memory for destrictwals? This matter will be discussed at
the round table organised by Historical Memory Faation.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: “Donbas: Surviving Hell- Documentary evidences of extrajudicial
executions, enfarcalisappearances, torture and gender-dondi
violence.

Convenor: Center for Civil Libertieseldinki Foundation for Human Rights

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Members of the “Justice for Peace in Dehbg&oalition have been
documenting evidence of serious human rights vinlat in the area of armed conflict
in Eastern Ukraine for three years. As a resultnanitoring missions, they collected
thousands of testimonies of people illegally keptcaptivity by local pro-Russian armed
groups. The storiesf former captives form a clear picture of the wofkan organized system
of kidnapping and torture of civilians in the ocag territories. Currently, there are more
than 3 million people living in the "gray zone" @fcupied Donbass. The people are deprived
of enough legal remedy from this illegal practi@ring the side-event, Ukrainian human
rights defenders will talkabout the practice ofegiél detention, torture, extrajudicial
executions, sexual and gender-based violence riicpar against the members of the LGBTI
community in non-control Ukrainian government temy as well as talk about legal defense
of victims of these extraordinary human rights atmns. Presented data and living examples
will demonstrate what the lives of peoplened into hell on the occupied territories andwsho
the depth of the crisis regarding internationalmha rights principles in Eastern Ukraine
where military conflict continues.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Human Rights in Uzbekistafter Karimov
Convenor: International PartnershipHoiman Rights (IPHR)

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: The situation for civil society in Uzbeakis shows no signs of improving -

most independent human rights NGOs continue toadpem an informal basis due to the lack
of opportunities to obtain mandatory registratibagislation adopted over the last two years
has further tightened restrictions on NGO actigitid-reedoms of expression and peaceful
assembly continue to be curtailed and harassmerttuaian rights activists, independent
journalists and government critics continues, idirlg through surveillance, arbitrary arrests
and detentions, torture and ill-treatment, and geasons in retaliation for their work. In April
2016 amendments were introduced to the CriminaleQaubviding for harsher penalties for
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those found guilty of participating in, financing supporting the activities of banned religious
organizations or distributing banned literatuiecluding through social media networks.
However, details of which groups and literature bamned in Uzbekistan are not publicly
available, leading to a situation of arbitrary lanforcement which can be open to political
manipulation and used to silence those who crétidise authorities. Uzbekistan has no
independent monitoring mechanism for all placedeaiention and the authorities have refused
to open their country to effective and independetgrnational human rights scrutiny. The lack
of independent monitoring in agriculture also letmi€oncern over forced labour and modern
forms of slavery. This side event will also expldrew endemic corruption in Uzbekistan
affects human rights and the group will fatate joint recommendations to the OSCE
participating states and the international comnyuait how to achieve improved human rights
protection in Uzbekistan.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Ever-shrinking civic sgain Azerbaijan

Convenor: Amnesty International;telmational Partnership for Human Right
s (IPHR); Institute for Reporters’ Freedom and afénternational
Media Support

Working language: English

Summary: Azerbaijani authorities have consisterflifed to respect their international
obligations to protect the rights to freedoms ofression, association and assembly.
Dissenting voices in the country frequently facertped-up criminal charges, physical assault,
harassment, blackmail and other reprisals fromahthorities and groups associated with
them.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Women, Peace and Segukiéssons from the Frontline
Convenor: Permanent Mission of SpaitheoOSCE

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: A panel of distinguished speakers fronosgrthe OSCE region and beyond-
and from a wide range of backgrounds including gowent, NGO's and international
organizations- will present practical examples o#vHJN Security Council Resolutions 1325
and 2242 can be implemented in the OSCE region.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Human Rights in prisaarsd other closed institutions in Georgia
Convenor: Ministry for Foreign Affaics Georgia

Working language: English
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Summary: The side event aims at providinfgrination on the process of reforms
undertaken by Georgia in recent years. It will &dsove as a useful platform for exchange
of information and best practices. The event wilingp together representatives of the
relevant Georgian government institutions, inteéometl experts from institutions dealing

with different aspects related to penitential syste

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: INTERPOL's reform andghts of victims of politically motivated
extradition requests: steps forward and emergehieve threats

Convenor: Open Dialog Foundation, CefueCivil Liberties

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Starting from 2015, International CrimirRblice Organization (INTERPOL),
widely criticized for being instrumentally misusbeyg the authoritarian regimes, opened up for
civil society’s recommendations and begun #&dgppolicies of protecting persons who
obtained asylum from automatism of Red Notice pdace. Recent months also brought signals
that credible information on political backgrounfitbe extradition requests are being treated
with greater care, and number of persons who had leen at risk of being rendered to
respective regimes, including executives of thenfar Yukos Oil Company, were deleted from
the Interpol records. However, new cases and negetaus trends emerge: Azerbaijan widely
uses the INTERPOL-related schemes to persecuteda wircle of persons critical to its
authorities. Russia attempts to obtain extraditiba whistle-blower, Nail Malyutin. Some old
cases, positively resolved by the national judiciaf the host countries in the past, are being
rebranded by the demanding regimes in order torfenwd rationale for extraditions (e.g. case of
Tatyana Paraskevich in the Czech Republia)esfions arise about of efficiency of the
INTERPOL procedures in arresting perpetrators mfes by the separatist forces/authorities in
parts of Ukraine. With Turkey invigorating attemts reach the alleged opponents of the
government abroad, the Interpol, UNHCR, nationel-éaforcement and justice systems must
proactively anticipate likely expansion of the niewf INTERPOL in the near future, cement
recent achievements and continue the reformingedriv

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 13:15-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Parliamentary elections Belarus: assessment from domestic observers
and the impact on the development of the EU-Beldruman rights
dialogue

Convenor: Assembly of Pro-DemocralGOs of Belarus; Legal Transformation

Center; Belarusian Human Rights House
Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Representatives of the civil society organizatiatlsshare information on the
current civil, political and human rights situationBelarus and the impact the 11 September
parliamentary elections have on it. Two of the émtgdomestic election observation groups,
"Human Rights Defenders for Free Elections" andghRito Choose-2016", will give an
overview of the election observation preliminarguks, including the voting and vote count,
and voice recommendations on improving the elekttegislation and practice. Since late 2015,
the Belarusian authorities have been taking stewsartd establishing closer relations with the
EU and UE; the Belarus-EU human rights dialogue Iiegen resumed during the side event,

16



representatives of human rights organizatioils speak of ways in which they seek to
contribute to the dialogue to ensure that it briregilt and how the dialogue may be affected by
the elections and other aspects of political ifdBelarus. The human rights defenders will also
share information about new forms of repression8eétarus against the background of the
seemingly improving situation: e.g. since the beigig of the year, activists have paid over
60,000 EUR in fines for participation in peacef@ntbnstrations. Miklos Haraszi (TBC), the
UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of humahtsgn Belarus, whose mandate has been
extended for one more year in June 2016, will stmseopinion of the current human rights
situation and prospects for it development in thiming months

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: A measure of last r#8oTackling the excessive and abusive use of
pre-trial detention in the OSCE region

Convenor: Fair Trials

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: The excessive and abusive use of predetdntion across the OSCE region is
increasingly recognised as a human rights issudn @it impact on the fairness of
criminaljustice systems, democratic participatieeconomic development, and the lives
of those detained and their families. Human sgirtiganizations across the OSCE region
have observed that pre-trial detention is radyl ordered beyond the legally-
permissible grounds, is disproportionately orddérecases involving foreign nationals, and
has been used as a strategic weapon to achievefuhlabjectives, such as to coerce a
confession, punish a defendant when a sentenceotisagsured, extort bribes, pressure
detainees to sell businesses, neutralize polibpglosition, or intimidate or silence civil
society or other critical voices. During this evempresentatives from international and
domestic organisations will draw on recent resediodings and case examples to
examine the causes and impacts of the excessivefyse-trial detention and to highlight
the urgent need for reform.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Problem of refugees: @phobia and the language of hostilities in Europe
Convenor: Interregional Social Movem#fir Democracy and Human Rights”

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: People fleeing from armed conflicts inrtleeuntries and seeking for a shelter
more stable states of the European Union face plisapl and xenophobia more and more
often. A sharp increase in the number of refugems fSyria and other countries of the Middle
East crisis features typical for the modern Eurdgethods of counteraction to common and
political smear campaign against refugees will Eubssed at the round table arranged by
interregional social movement For Democracy and &fuRights. 3) The role of cultural policy
in conflict escalation

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45
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Venue: Meeting Room 3
Title: Increasing assault ondamental rights in Russia
Convenor: Foundation "For Environmeiatadl Social Justice”

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: During 2016 the situation with human mghih Russia changed
dramatically.

There were adopted number of repressive laws; tiools of human rights became every day
practice of Russian authorities; now we have donémmlitically motivated cases in frames
of which people arrested or already sentenced &syef prison. Why representatives of
Russiarcivil society think that Russia is on the edge afastrophe? How many activists and
NGOs are under attack? Which new repressive laWdbwiadopted in next month? Our side
event will try to give the answers.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: The protection of ham rights in preventing violent extremism and
radicalization tiedd to terrorism and foreign terrorist fighters

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistltutions and Human Rights (Human Rights
Department)

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: The international community has for longrewledged the key role of human
rights in the anti-terrorism context, considerihgtteffective counter-terrorism measures and the
protection of human rights are not conflicting gobut complementary and mutually
reinforcing objectives. There is also a growinginational consensus that terrorism cannot be
solely addressed through security-based measutagduires a comprehensive approach. In
particular, the prevention of violent extremisand radicalization that lead to terrorism
(VERLT) and the phenomenon of foreign terrorishfegys have been given increased attention
at the international and regional level. A partculocus has been put on the vital role that
communities and civil society organizations, indhgdvictims, women and youth organizations
can play in this context. In 2014 and 2015, the BSfrticipating States have adopted
Ministerial Council Declarations focusing on theepbmenon of foreign terrorist fighters and
the prevention of VERLT, respectively. In bothdharations, they have reiterated their
long-standing commitments to take measures to eotertrorism, including specific policies on
VERLT and foreign terrorist fighters, in complianegh their obligations under international
law, including international human rights law, imational refugee law and international
humanitarian law. Yet, efforts to prevent VERLT ahe phenomenon of foreign terrorist
fighters raise a number of human rights concernhénOSCE region. This side-event will
explore such concerns, highlighting the countedpotive impact of measures that are contrary
to international human rights standards. It wilcaserve to discuss the role of communities and
civil society organizations in preventing VERLT atahditions for their involvement.

Refreshments will be provided

Friday, 23 September

Time: 08:15-09:45
Venue: Meeting Room 3
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Title: Measuring the Rule baw: Translating the power and potential o
f regional and international indicators into loadlocacy for justice
reform
Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistltutions and Human Rights
(Democratization Depeent)

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: This side event will explore key themetha development, implementation

and use of regional and global rule of lamdicators. Expert panelists from diverse
backgrounds and perspectives will consider howethedicators are used across the OSCE
region in national contexts to support and inforavacacy and justice reform efforts.
Discussion will include an examination of indicatomethodology, the role of civil society,
gender equality and mainstreaming, good practaesother trends and developments.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Safeguards to preventur and other ill-treatment during police custody
and pretrial detention

Convenor: Permanent Mission of Switmed to the OSCE, the United Nations
and
the International Organizations; Embassy FRermanent Mission of
Denmark

Working language: English

Summary: OSCE participating States have stronglydemned torture and other forms of
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishprepeatedly stressing that no exceptional
circumstances whatsoever may be invoked as a ipagidn of torture. Preventing and
eliminating torture and other cruel, inhuman orrdelgng treatment or punishment in the OSCE
region remains a challenge despite positive stdgmntby participating States and the persistent
efforts of civil society organizations, human rigfristitutions, national preventive mechanisms
and centers for rehabilitation of victims of togurProcedural safeguards and due process
guarantees are central in preventing torture ahdrdtl-treatment, particularly during early
stages of police custody and pre-trial detention.2@ March 2016, the UN Human Rights
Council adopted resolution 31/31 on safeguardsréwegmt torture during police custody and
pre-trial detention, urging states to adopt, immabhand comply fully with legal and procedural
safeguards against torture and other ill-treatnagot to ensure that the judiciary, and where
relevant the prosecution, can effectively ensuragimnce with such safeguards. In addition to
that, the regular inspection of places of detentiemains the most effective preventive
measures against torture and other ill-treatmenthik context, the ratification of the OPCAT
and the creation of independent national bodiesitoy out unannounced visits to all places of
detention certainly constitute an effective measoirevent torture and other ill-treatment. The
side event shall provide an opportunity to sensgiZDSCE participating States to the important
role that procedural and substantive safeguardg iplahe prevention of torture and other
ill-treatment during police custody and pre-trigt@htion. The side event will also provide a
platform to discuss practical challenges and besttiges among OSCE participating States and
highlight the role that the OSCE can play with reigao strengthening the prevention of torture
in the OSCE region.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45
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Venue: Belvedere

Title: “Human rights in zonetble armed conflict in eastern Ukraine (controlled
and non-controlled by Ukrainian government teriésy’
Convenor: Kharkiv Human Rights Group

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Representatives of Ukrainian and Russi@®$ realized four monitoringsits to
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions on the East ofibikrd hey visited cities, towns and villages
on controlled and non-controlled by Ukrainian gaowveent territories of Donetsk and Luhansk
regions, studied and compared the life conditidn®aal population on the territories affected
by war, noticed the main threats and difficultieattlocal population faced with — shelling,
destruction of residential and office space, respédasic human rights on these territories -
social benefits, health care, the possibility tovéhgre-school and school education. The
presented report contains the detailed descrigifathe positive and negative examples of the
respect of basic human rights on the visited taras in the area of military conflict and
formulates the recommendations to all sides, resptnfor overcoming the consequences of
the conflict.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Promoting Citizen-cerddrDemocracy and Accountability Assessments
Convenor: International IDEA

Working language: English

Summary: The role of citizens is fundamental fog ttontinual improvement of
democratic institutions and their performanesd as such for democracy as a whol
e. Consequently, efforts to build democracy andagegin genuine social transformation
require mechanisms to capture and structure citizperspectives, aspirations and visions
of their democracies. International IDEA’'s State (focal) democracy assessments
frameworks are designed to support citizens tosastiee quality of their democracy and
define priority areas for democratic reforms. In mieracies, people expect their
governments to deliver public services in an effiti manner in a way that meets their
needs and recognizes their human rights. Peoplecexp be able to raise their concerns
and to be listened to. International IDEA’'s Demdicr&ccountability in Service Delivery
Guide enables its users to assess the degree th \whblic service delivery is subject to
democratic accountability checks and, based onkheivledge, identify areas of concrete
action for improvement. At this side event Intermiaél IDEA will present both of these
assessment frameworks alongside examples of théenmeptation of State of (Local)
Democracy and Democratic Accountability in Servibelivery frameworks, drawing
comparative experiences and lessons.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: State of Law against @d'état
Convenor: DAF- World Justice Forum

Working languages: English, French, Turkish
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Summary: Law system, which are made up to bringigeisand security to the social life
around the world is an important matter for alliidals. Law systems are also the basic need
of peace and order in daily life of society. S@ thw systems should be effective against the
actions that bring disturbance to the common vatiesnation besides protecting individuals’
rights and freedoms. Throughout the history, timenee been powerful groups to try to overtake
the law system and want to use it for their owrppses. We, the World Justice Forum, want to
discuss and find solutions to the interferencesratdhe world keeping in mind that justice is
the fundamental element of state of law. Turkewvirich we have our organization center, is
maybe the country attempted to interfere most tirtteis also the closest country to Europe
with such situation. We want to emphasize the irgyare and necessity of State of Law and the
Rule of Law by giving various examples that wevedi around the world. In this one hour side
event, three different speakers will discuss subjsach as “Attack on the Law System” and
“Coup DETAT and Democracy” and offer solutions e fproblems.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: IRZ panel discussion:ga¢ and Judicial Reforms in OSCE participating
States and German support

Convenor: German Foundation for Intéomal Legal Cooperation (IRZ)

Working languages: English, Russian, Ukrainian

Summary: It is intended to carry out a panel disitursin which the work of the IRZ in

the context of legal and judicial reforms time partner countries will be presentede Th
discussion will last 90 minutes in total. The feliog subtopics are considered to be discussed:
1. Independence of the judiciary 2. Administratjugsdiction 3. Legal aid 4. Human rights
Representatives from Ukraine, Moldavia, Georgiazdihstan and other countries will
report about the cooperation with the IRZ and tbgperience with the reforms.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Regional anti-torturetiatives by Central Asian governments
Convenor: Helsinki Foundation for HunRights

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: At this side event representatives of H@O Coalitions against Torture in
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan will presantd focus on key anti-torture measures
some Central Asian governments have pioneeredcenteyears. These efforts can and should
provide examples for the other countries in thigiae as well as for other OSCE patrticipating
states where torture remains a difficult challerigee NGOs will also discuss how to avoid and
to adequately address the remaining shortcomiragshtive tainted some of the positive moves.
On many occasions Central Asian governments hapeedrthat they were unable to implement
certain recommendations made by UN human rightgebathd other international human rights
bodies due to financial limitations, because thaynfl it was too “early” for their countries to
do so, or for other reasons. At the same time eé&te three states has pioneered a number of
positive steps in recent years demonstrating thelt 8nprovements are feasible in Central Asia
today. For example, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstaniedtithe OPCAT and set up national
preventive mechanisms; Kazakhstan and Tajikistasquhlegislation strengthening safeguards
against torture in detention; and civil ceuih Kazakhstan and Tajikistan have awarded
compensation for moral harm to several victimsarfure or their bereaved families. Further
steps are needed, of course, to end the vicioake @f torture and impunity in Central Asia.
From January 2015 to the end of June 2016 the N@&itldns registered 241, 132 and 82
credible allegations of torture or ill-treatmein Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan

21



respectively. At this side event the human righetedders will also discuss how to rectify the
shortcomings associated with some of the positiwas mentioned above. For example,
Kazakhstan's NPM lacks full independence; detaineésazakhstan and Tajikistan are often in
practice not given access to the basic safeguhatishiey are entitled to by law; and in the cases
where courts in Kazakhstan and Tajikistan have tgchimdividuals compensation for moral
harm sustained through torture the amounts have te¢her fair nor adequate.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45
Venue: Meeting Room 1
Title: The post-Soviet Judigiaa tool for administration of justice or a toof

oppression? Lack of independence of the jadicand prosecution of
HRDs in the Eastern part of the OSCE area

Convenor: Netherlands Helsinki Comedtt International Federation for Human
Rights (FIDH)

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary:The Netherlands Helsinki Committee, the Helsinkufdation for Human

Rights and the Observatory for the Protection ofridn Rights Defenders, a joint programme
of FIDH and the World Organisation Againsorilire (OMCT), together with partner
organizations, would like to invite you to the sieMent devoted to the role of the judiciary in
the Eastern part of the OSCE area. A well-functignjudiciary may be a grantor of human
rights protection, acting as a shield for potengiblises by the executive power. However,the
judiciary may also become a tool of humaghts oppression, if there are insufficient
independence guarantees. The justice system caadily used to silence dissident voices.
Belarus was one of the first post-soviet counttiepass its repressive legislative arsenal - that
is still in force - and to strip its judiciary anawyers of independence in order to close down
human rights organisations and to prosecute atdifis their work. The recent and ongoing
civil society crackdown in Azerbaijan demonstratieel dangers of political instrumentalisation
of prosecutors and judges in silencing human rigetenders. In Kazakhstan, the dire situation
of civil society has deteriorated in 2016, withhagp increase of the number of cases brought
against independent activists. In Russia, more thigty new laws severely restrict all forms

of participation in public life. "Foreign agentsiW resulted in closure, liquidation and - recently

- in criminal prosecution of human rights organmas. Activists risk prison for acts such as
unauthorized single-person pickets. In Kyrgyzstatithough the law on "foreign agents"
waseventually not adopted, the initiative dmend the country's Constitution by replac
ing commitments to universal human rights with sieecalled national values may result in a
wave of prosecution of human rights activists. Hynain Uzbekistan, the judiciary is
executive's arm to harass and imprison human riggfisnders. Once imprisoned, activists are
rarely released after serving their term: they la@ng systematically charged with violation
of prison rules, tried in a closed prison trial amdintained in prison for indefinite periods.
The event will zoom in on accountability of couagifailing to abide by the principles of the
rule of law.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: 'Hostages of the Kremliimicrease of the number of Ukrainian political
prisoners in the Russian Federation and the illegatupied Crimea

Convenor: Open Dialog Foundation, CefueCivil Liberties

Working language:  English, Russian
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Summary:Thanks to the continued pressure, the internatiomadmunity was able to
secure the release of Nadiya Savchenko, one ohtise renowned Ukrainian political prisoners
in the Russian Federation. Two other 'hostagelseoKremlin', Yuriy Soloshenko and Gennadiy
Afanasyev, were also recently released in an exghamocedure. However, the number of
Ukrainian citizens who face politically mottea criminal prosecution in the Russian
Federation and the illegally annexed Crimes lonly increased over the last year. The
side-event aims to present and discuss the cagesrefthan 30 Ukrainians who are currently
unlawfully kept behind bars. The former victims the Russian regime and human rights
defenders from the EU and the Russian Federatiintryito find answers on the following
guestions, who is a 'hostage of the Kremlin'? Howtop the increase of the number of political
prisoners in the Russian Federation and Crimea? Whhe situation of Russian citizens who
protest against the ongoing conflict in Ukraine?rétwer, the side-event will draw particular
attention to the difficult situation in the illedyloccupied Crimea, where, under the guise of
fighting terrorism, the Russian Federation purstiis most socially active Crimean Tatars.
Thus, Russian propaganda creates the image of tisirMTatar people as an ethnic minority,
prone to extremism.

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Human right violation Trajikistan
Convenor: Eurasian Dialogue

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Tajikistan’s human rights record has datated dramatically in the last three
years, as the authorities banned the country’singagpposition party, the Islamic Revival
Party of Tajikistan (IRPT) in last September. Taian’s human rights record continues to
deteriorate amid an ongoing crack down on freedbrexpression and political opposition
and pressure on the independent media. Authoritise’ of torture to obtain confessions
remains a serious concern. the government blockedus websites, considered introducing
a new law that would require NGOs to register sdurces of funding from foreign
sources, subjected human rights groups to harassmestiricted media freedoms, and
continued to enforce serious restrictions on religipractice, as it had in previous years.
Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Freedom of speech atndadion of journalists in Crimea
Convenor: Human Rights Information @ent

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Human Rights Information Centre invitdsirlerested parties to participate in a
discussion about the freedom of speech and situatith journalists in Crimea. The
repressions against journalists in the Crimeanrseitd are continuing. Russian authorities
block independent media outlets, open criminal €ag@inst Crimean journalists and attempt to
limit freedom of expression in other ways. Whatthis current situation with media freedom in
Crimea? How to protect Crimean journalists? The sdent will look for answers to these
guestions. Participants will also discuss the motsl with the access of foreign journalists to
Crimea. Participants: Tetiana Pechonchyk, the loéade Human Rights Information Centre;
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Alexander Popkov, a lawyer for the repressed Cnmgarnalist Mykola Semena; Yuriy
Lukanov, Ukrainian journalist and media expertn@an journalists will take part in the event.
Refremmnts will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Electoral Authoritariam in the OSCE Region - the Example of th
Russian Federation

Convenor: European Platform for Demticialections

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Political science describes electoral @irianism as a sort of authoritarian
regime where elections are organised but incumbaatays win. "Ruling elites in electoral
autocracies use repressive acts, fraudulent maatipn] abuse of state resources and
restrictions on party competition to deter rivahders, reduce domestic threats, and deflect
international pressure." (P.Norris) The State Dame the Presidential elections in the Russian
Federation served as examples for internationanstic analysis of the phenomenon of
electoral authoritarianism in the past years. Thissian regime steadily fulfilled the main
criteria of electoral authoritarianism - "to hokebular, broadly inclusive elections, but they are
subject to severe state manipulation and systeafigticiolate liberal democratic principles of
freedom and fairness." (A. Schedler) The given sident gives room for discussion whether
the State Duma elections of September 18th 201i& agafirm this classification or whether a
positive development towards more integrity, insleeess and transparency of the election
process can be noticed. Based on the first predinifindings of international and domestic
citizens' observation international experts and society activists will present their assessment
of the quality of the past State Duma electionse discussion will also provide an oversight
over different mission reports produced during 8tate Duma elections thereby trying to
classify their assessment according to their metlogital approach.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45
Venue: Meeting Room 3
Title: The negative dynamicgature and Ill treatment in the OSCE region
and need of effective countermeasures
Convenor: International RehabilaatiCouncil for Torture Victims

Working language: English

Summary: Torture continues to be among the mosbwserproblem in many OSCE

participating States. In some countries and regitorture is widespread and is a systemic
issue that comes with impunity. Prosecution ratgairst perpetrators are shamefully
low. Even where there are bona fide attempts asgmution, these are often undermined
by the lack of adequate safeguards and by corrapstructive and nontransparent
investigative mechanisms. Civil society actors dadi that OSCE participating States and
institutions should do much more to address thigomparoblem. Civil society actors also

believe that special attention should be paid &ntiflying ways to include the issue of

enforced disappearances in OSCE work. It is imporEso to mention that there is certainly
a negative dynamics of torture as it becomes modenaore widespread and more countries
with relatively better record on human rights aleeort to torture more often. The impunity
of torture perpetrators has become a daily routind in cases of police officers in some
countries no punishment for torture was ever rembrfArmenia). It is important also to

assess the role of the OSCE and its institutionsupporting police force in the countries
where torture by police is increasing. There isesging need for the OSCE to closely monitor

24



and assess the police assistance programmes impkameo far as in many cases police
assistance programmes equipped police with mod=an gut not enough respect for human
rights as there are more and more examples of lagpabolice brutalities in those
countries. During the side-event representatieésCivic Solidarity Platform’s members
will report on situation with prevention of torturen their respected countries and
measures which should be taken to eliminate thisblpm effectively in the OSCE
region. 5 speakers from Russia, Armenia, Georgdi@aide, Kyrgyzstan will be on the panel
of the side event. Snacks and drinks will be jated

Refreshments will be provided

Monday, 26 September

Time: 08:15-09:45
Venue: Meeting Room 3
Title: Ukraine: Hate speech drddte crimes against religious groups. The

rights of minorities and indigenous peoples to daa of belief. The
rights of religious organizations and canon law
Convenor: NGO Public Advocacy

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: During the period of 2014-2015 lawyers atdervers of the NGO «Public
Advocacy» conducted monitoring of human rights drekdoms in the religious sphere
in Ternopil, Rivne, Volyn, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Wv regions, and in Transcarpathia. In
all of these regions there were revealed violatiohshe rights of religious organizations
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. The event wikaiss problems of relations of religious
groups, the state and society in Ukraine. The ewalhtfeature reports from human rights
organizations, media and other materials on thie.top

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: The consequences danwphobic discourse in the European political
parties

Convenor: European Muslim Initiative f8ocial Cohesion - EMISCO

Working language: English

Summary:The unprecedented influence of xenophobic and Istdobic parties reflects
a major normalisation of Islamophobia that runspd@®o mainstream society and
politics. It is very easy to notice how extremewseof Islam, originally associated with
the far and the radical right, have been incredgiog-opted by liberal and conservative
mainstream parties, largely normalised in everydiggourse, and absorbed into policies
of European governments over the past two decddeshate-mongering politicians of
the radical right are apparently succeeding in $wvgp a racist agenda for an
Islamophobic one; but it mainstream politiciansteliectuals, and media who have
smoothed the way for anti-Muslim bigotry to moveosdr to the mainstream. With
political trust at an all-time low, some mainstreaaiiticians are taking advantage of
voter apathy in national and local politics to aatv@ their own cause. Islamophobia thus
has become a successful political tool to mobitize masses. The construction of the
Muslim other has become a useful tool to distraomf own failures and to justify
miseries elsewhere. That is why, EMISCO, in pasghigr with the European Forum of
Muslim Women, the Institute for Islamic Strategiffars, ThinkOut and the Centre for
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cross-cultural communication is focusing on theeésef political Islamophobia that is on
the increase and is more dangerous than the fatr aigfi-Islam movements. We wish to
highlight the prevailing anti-Islam discourse anthd to the attention of OSCE member
states the fact that there are progressive pdliteders who want to confront their
colleagues, both in private meetings and in OSG&nsiis. All they need is support and
encouragement from OSCE institutions and ChairmipnsBMISCO believes that
Islamophobia as a political tool is more dangertbas any other narrative because in the
hands of powerful politicians, it is becoming amoand thus a big hindrance in the way
of normal minority-majority co-existence.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Excluded from the “maiream”: Rapid assessment of the state of LGBTI
rights across Eurasia

Convenor: Amnesty International

Working language: English

Summary: A Campaigner and a researcher from Amndatgrnational’'s Eurasia
programme visited Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan &hagyzstan to make a rapid
assessment of the current state of the LGBTI rights&/’ements in these four countries.
They will present the findings from their visits.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: #StopTheHate

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistitutions and Human Rights ( Tolerance
and

Non-Discrimination Department)
Working language: English

Summary: #StopTheHate is an opportunity to shardurech and discover the latest
developments by intergovernmental organizationtheir work to address hate crime. ODIHR,
ECRI, FRA and the European Commission will provadiendees with an update on their work
to address hate crime including: - Interim findingfsSODIHR’s hate crime reporting for 2015

and hate crime updates - The joint work of ODIHREH, the European Commission and FRA
to create complimentary strategies to address ¢ratee, by FRA - Newest products on HC
from: o ECRI - key findings of Seminar on ‘the rotd national Specialized Bodies in

addressing underreporting’, country visits; o FRAast report on ensuring justice for hate
crime victims; o European commission - updates loa high level working group, HC

projects granted; o ODIHR’s work on tolerance awd-discrimination in 2015 and looking

forward to 2016: upcoming ODIHR progransmend initiatives on tolerance and
non-discrimination including work on hate crime algbllection, innovations to the hate crime
reporting website.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Pansexual Humanism: Thk’'s new State Orthodoxy —countering
the intolerance.

Convenor: Core Issues Trust
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Working languages: English

Summary: In advocating tolerance western statesbao®ming increasingly intolerant of
Christian values in both the public space and peivdomain. Religion itself has become
the  frontier for subversion and State-saned ideology, view-
point discrimination and values-neutrality therm. Behind this so called secular drive
is a clear return to Europe’s ancient natural peganand the rejection of its
transcendent Christian foundations. This sessiferofn analysis of pansexual humanism
and how the ideology is progressing through statgpert in the United Kingdom with
specific reference to mental health, educationtaedudiciary. How might the faithful, and
those unsupportive of this world view respond t #ecular inversion of cherished, tried
and tested values, and how ought they to modahiode?

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Refugee crisis: a KeyCESMatter
Convenor: UNITED for Intercultural Acti

Working language: English

Summary: Refugee Crisis: A Key OSCE Matter Briefimg the Civic Solidarity

Platform It has been called by many names: a ooisgolicies, a crisis of human values, a
crisis of European values. Whatever the wording amdtever the root causes, the so-
called refugee crisis has grown into a crisis thed deeply divided societies. Experts from
30 civil society organisations as well as from OS&fies and institutions met in Berlin on
22 and 23February 2016 for an expert workshop dasgdrby the Civic Solidarity Platform
with support of the German OSCE Chairmanship t@udis the role of the OSCE in
responding to the current increase of the numbérsefugees/ migrants. The results of
the workshop, including recommendations to OSCHigipating States, political bodies,
and institutions, as well as the current stateffafira and an outlook to 2017 and beyond will
be presented at this side-event at HDIM-2016. A kewclusion from the workshop was
that the situation of refugees and migrants isjmstt an issue of the European Union, but
should rather be dealt with on a wider regionalesdacluding all OSCE participating States
and partner states. Indeed, the OSCE has discusiggdtion in many of its bodies in the
past months. Another key conclusion of the worksivag that the protection of fundamental
human rights of all individuals should be the mguiding principle in the response(s) to
the challenges of the current movements of pedpleugh the OSCE region. This equally
applies to the situation of people while they ametlte move, presenting themselves at and
passing borders, and to their reception in countokarrival. The issue of migration is a
complex, multi-layered and inter-dimensional onés blsoa key OSCE matter that tests a
number of OSCE principles and commitments. OSCE hadopted many
recommendations and commitments on different aspettmigration but little has been
done lately on the practical level. This problent i discussed in this side event as well.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: The role of the Islam@ommunity in Bosnia and Herzegovina by
the institutionalization of Islam in the Membertetaof EU

Convenor: Islamic Community in Bosnieldderzegovina
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Working languages: Bosnian, English, German,dtali

Summary: The Islamic Community of Bosnia and Heox@wp is the sole and unique
community of Muslims living in Bosnia and Herzegoaj of Bosniaks living outside

their homeland and other Muslims who accept thimiroanity as their own. The Meshihat
of the Islamic Community of SandzZak, the Meshihfathe Islamic Community of Croatia

and the Meshihat of the Islamic Community of Slageare all constituents of the Islamic
Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Other thart, tia most countries of Western

Europe Bosniaks have founded Islamic centers wiaph also under the umbrella of
Islamic Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Thiansc Community in Bosnia and

Herzegovina has long experience of co-life witHednt religions groups in secular states.
Therefore, this event aims to offer part of theeignce to the institutionalization of Islam in
EU.

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 13:15-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Tackling hate crime imetUK: Experiences from the frontline, and how
to predict and respond to spikes in hate crimertayp

Convenor: United Kingdom Delegatiortlie OSCE

Working language: English

Summary: .In the week before and the six weeksr afte UK referendum on EU
membership, UK authorities recorded 11,000 hatmesi Around 80% were racist and
60% were violence against the person. This was nanease of 35% over the same
period the previous year. Recording hate crimasesetial for understanding why it happens,
preventingit from occurring, and for ensuring that perpetratare brought to justice and
victims receive the support they need. Tacklingehaime requires a joined up response,
including police and prosecutors, community groypditical leaders, the media and other
organisations. This side event will see senior UKcptioners speak about their practical
experience of tackling hate crime in the UK. Offigriadvice and ideas, UK prosecutors
and police officers will set out how they have wenk together, and with local
communities, to identify potential flash pointsttinsight lead to increased incidents of hate
crime. They will also discuss how they work to meae communities, prevent hate crime
occurring and to ensure victims are supported. Véaldvwelcome participation in the
discussion from delegates who have experienceiofdbue from their own countries. High
levels of recorded hate crime does not mean theidJiore racist or intolerant than any
other state. What it does mean is that we aretahladerstand the problem and can develop
tools to respond to it. Weekly monitoring of regatthate crime

showed that figures subsequently returned to thenalopattern of ‘peaks and troughs’
recorded in previous years. Come along and heartlibyssue matters now more than ever,
and what you can do to contribute to the OSCE mespto rid our societies of hate crime.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Freedom of Religion orlgéin the OSCE region

Convenor: Christian Solidarity Worldwid€SW); Baha'i International Community,

28



Brussels office; CEJIA Jewish Contribution to an Inclusive Europe;
Office of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-&aynts
Working language: English

Summary: This event will explore the broader thsetd Freedom of Religion or Belief
(FoRB), as a human right of universal significance, thiegeafrom social hostilities, intolerance
and discrimination across the OSCE region. It diglcuss the importance of FORB as part of a
human rights based approach advancing open, elgjitablusive and cohesive societiagich
celebrate and foster religious and belief diversitylight of contemporary challenges and
debates. Discussants will illustrate how a disrédar the principles that underpin FORB can
lead to social hostility and violence, but also hogrtain practices have helped to mitigate
violence and counter social hostilities that cameate from negative discourses and intolerance
vis-a-vis other religious or belief groups. The mweill take the form of a panel discussion with
participation from ODIHR and with ample room fornements and suggestions from the floor
in order to foster practical ways forward in deglimith contemporary threats and challenges to
FoORB.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Building Coalitions toothbat Hate
Convenor: United States Mission to@#CE

Working language: English

Summary: This event brings together important Eeaopcivil society leaders who will share
their work and best practices on building coaliido combat hate, including anti-Semitism,
hate speech on the Internet, right wing extremiang hate crimes against minorities and
immigrants. The workshop will be led by represéwes from Coexister, the Muslim-Jewish
Conference, and Respect Zone.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Up-to-date informatiobaut the persecuted new Czech religious society
Guru Jara and Barbora Plaskova.

Convenor: Religious Society Path GuataJ

Working languages: Czech, English

Summary: The Path of Guru Jara (religious society registeredhe USA, in the Czech
Republic the registration has been pending for averear) proclaims that its leaders and
members in EU have been subjected to religiousepat®n by some of the government bodies
and the Czech media in years 2010-2016. The myaiittic and artist Guru Jara (civil name
Jaroslav Dobes) started teaching publicly in thed@zRepublic in 1996. Between 2000 and
2009, Mr. Dobes travelled extensively around therldvoHe settled down in Philippines
together with his closest disciple Barbora Plaskiovautumn 2009. Since winter 2010, they
have been running an international spiritual retoemter in Philippines with students coming
from the USA, Japan and EU. In 2014 the regionairican Brno, in the Czech Republic,
convicted in absentia Jaroslav Dobes and BarbamakBVa of rape supposedly committed
between years 2004-2006. In May 2015 the High Cou@lomouc overturned the convictions
and ordered a new trial, which has not started §igice April and May 2015, Mr. Dobes and
Ms. Plaskova have been detained in an immigrategardion center in Philippines, where they
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have applied for asylum on religious grounds. Oddfe 2015, there was an attempt to forcibly
deport Jaroslav Dobes back to the Czech Republiowt any legal basis initiated by the Czech
police. The application for asylum in Philippinssstill pending, they both appealed against the
rejection. After conducting their field investigati, the Danish human rights NGO Soteria
International stated in a 2015 report that therse mtigious discrimination against the members
of the group and also possible human rights viotetiin relation to the police, court trial
procedures and media campaigns against Mr. Dolgdignassociates. The directors of both
the Czech Helsinki Committee and Belgian Human RigWithout Frontiers International
(HRWF) wrote letters of support expressing concedmsut the case involving Mr. Dobes and
Ms. Plaskova. The Austrian Forum for Religious Bia Europe (FOREF) have recently
expressed they support too. In November 2015, @otand consequently HRWF and FOREF
in June 2016, made fact-finding missions on thednunights aspects regarding the situation of
Mr. Dobes and Ms. Plaskova in Philippines. The whohse has reached the attention of the
USA International Freedom Report on the Czech Rlgpidr year 2015. In this side-event we
will bring detailed information on the history, tipgesent and the development of the case,
which represents the typical struggle of a newgreti movement in the contemporary EU
targeted by the anti-cult movement and persecwdtiédlong-term investigation that followed.
The event will be moderated by the representatbfesome of the participating human rights
NGOs and the representatives of the Czech brandheofreligious society, followed by a
discussion

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Presentation of the Hamopean Report "Xenophobia, Discrimination
and aggressive Nationalism in 2015"

Convenor: European Center for Democi2eyelopment

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: European Center for Democracy Developmegether with the European
Tolerance Center spend the past few years a studigeomain European countries in order
to identify problems of tolerance. The researchZ0L5 was attended by researchers from
the world-famous Universities like Jagiellonian \dmisity in Krakow, ELTE University
in Budapest, Panteion University in Athens, Teesidl@versity in UK, the Holocaust
Memorial Museum in the US and many others. At atingeén Warsaw, we will present this
joint report for the year 2015

Refreshments will not be provided

Tuesday, 27 September

Time: 08:15-09:45
Venue: Belvedere
Title: Establishing State Rdpmy on Human Dimension Commitments -

Launch of the Report: “Implementation of OSCE Cotnmaints on
Human Rights and Democracy in Germany 2016”
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Convenor: German Institute for Humagh®é
Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: On the occasion of the German OSCE Chashmia 2016, the Federal
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has commissioned ther@an Institute for Human Rights to
critically assess how OSCE Human Dimension Commitsia@re being implemented in
Germany. German government and civil society contetkon the report. With this report,
Germany follows the examples of Switzerland (204dd Serbia (2015) who presented such
reports for the first time during their OSCE chamships in 2014 and 2015. This is to
become good practice for OSCE Chairmanship Statea woluntary basis to promote the
effectiveness of the human dimension in the OS@a and to strengthen the OSCE in its
role as a regional actor for conflict preventiom aasolution. The findings of the report will
be presented. The process and introduction of tatyrstate reporting within the OSCE will
be discussed with stakeholders involved, includirgm Switzerland who initiated the
process in 2014. Speakers of the Panel will be fidaderal Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
German Institute for Human Rights, European Networfk National Human Rights
Institutions (ENNHRI), Civic Solidary Platform

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45
Venue: Meeting Room 2
Title: Freedom of Religion and WAQFS:

Examples dfet Only Muslim Minorities in Europe — Turks of
Western Thrace and Musiommunity in Bulgaria
Convenor: Muslim Denomination in Buligar

Working language: English

Summary: Wagqgf properties are immovable and movapteperty of the Muslim
Communities in Bulgaria and Western Thrace, Grénberited centuries ago. The issues
ofrestitution of the waqf properties of tiMuslim Community in Bulgaria and the s
tate intervention in internal religious affairs dfie Turkish minority Western Thrace,
Greece,areone of the most important issuesaireed unsolved in the past decades.
The Muslim community in Bulgaria is the only amoting others in the country that failed
to regain their inheritance, despite the changeshm legislation after the totalitarian
regime. These waqf properties include schools,asooénters, mosques and farmlands.
The Turkish minority in Western Thrace is fightirigr their fundamental rights and
freedoms that have been infringed upon by differeethods and tools over the years.
Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Film Review: ‘Voices die Silenced: experts, evidences and
ideology’ Convenor: Core Issues Trust

Working language: English

Summary: A full-length documentary is shortly to beleased which considers the
ideological conditions of complementary totalitaitans (the counter-intuitive positions of
Gender Mainstreaming and radical Islam) as theyariowards a zenith seeking to destroy the
Judeo-Christian foundations of western civilizatidie film highlights the goals of sexual
politics and the silencing of views opposing theime to pansexual cultures of the pre-Christian
Graeco-Roman world. It listens to the voiceks 34 individuals, extraordinary in their
ordinariness, including witnesses to the eepee of leaving homosexual practices and
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feelings. It explores how sciences become the s&s\a ideology using examples from history,
mental health policy and archaeology. Filmed irodntries and in more than 50 locations, the
documentary interviews 16 individuals who are enmgrgut of homosexual lifestyles and a
further 18 commentators on the subject, includingsé who explode the myth of neutral
secularism and its dangers for society broadlyfan€hristians specifically. An explanation of

pansexual humanism as it in operates in moderrnewedemocracies (with reference to the UK
as one example) will be presented with specifienezices to judicial actions supporting this
ideology. Excerpts from the film will be offeredoaly with an overview of the main arguments
of the participants and film makers.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Participation of the roiities to the political life and the post-
colonial attitudes of the society.

Convenor: COJEP International

Working languages: English, French

Summary: Racism is an ideology which, assumingttigtence of human races, believes
that some races are inherently superior to othEns ideology can lead to an attitude of
hostility or systematic sympathy of a particulartegmry of people. According to this
ideology, citizens from Turkish, Arab or Asian ctrigs living in Europe become victims of
discrimination and are excluded from society anehevom political life.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Fundamental freedomsilyithe election campaigns
Convenor: Russian Public Institute &dforal Law

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Elections are an essential attributewilizéd democratic states. The elections,
conducted in accordance with domestic legislatiuh iaternational electoral standards, reflect
the freedom of expression of citizens, where, m,tthe citizens must form their beliefs and
opinions impartially and must have the opportunitynake their independent choices during
the voting at any level of elections. However, tiaare be valid law restrictions on fundamental
freedoms and how those limitations meet the chgdlerand demands of the present time? Can
be permissible restrictions on freedom of thoughpinions, beliefs or speech and in what cases
these limitations become prejudicial for citizei$®se and other questions will be discussed in
the framework of the "round table" on the topic rilBamental freedoms during the election
campaigns".

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Human Rights and PresseBom in Ukraine
Convenor: Ukraine Committee Europe

Working language: English
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Summary: The side event will discuss the develognagl situation of human rights, press
freedom and freedom of expression in Ukraine fr@h®until today.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Persecution of Crimeaatdrs as a crime against humanity
Convenor: International PartnershipHoman Rights (IPHR)

Working languages: English, Russian, Ukrainian

Summary: Crimean Tatars have been subject to pgrgedrom the very first day of
Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea. Workingafiaboration with local human rights groups,
International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHRBlJected evidence on different forms of
persecution of Crimean Tatars on Crimean Peninsgulalysis of the obtained evidence
suggests that this persecution could amount heecagainst humanity as defined by Article 7 of
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal ©€d®PHR will present a report which details
wide ranging forms of persecution supported byllesidence.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:30
Venue: Plenary Hall
Title: Situation with the dedom of Religion or Belief (FORB) and Their
Defenders in the former CIS Countries
Convenor: Open Viewpoint Public Foundation, Kyrgyzstan

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Human rights defenders in the former Soweuntries met obstacles or
threatened. Promotion of human rights became attday propaganda. NGOs or experts
or particular areas (i.e. freedom of religion oliéfe preventing of torture, fair trial, elections
etc) are considered as sensitive by the authonties initiates new laws (foreign agents,
LGBT propaganda ban etc) or interfere to theindtis including accusations in crimes.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Vulnerability and disprination: the fate of migrant workers from Central
Asia

Convenor: International FederationHioman Rights (FIDH)

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: The situation of migrants and their fanmigmbers from Central Asia

migrating to Russia and Kazakhstan remains of seramncern. Despite recent amendments
in migration laws, the majority of migrants faceegt difficulties to regularize their status.
They are at risk of extortion, discrimination, lakexploitation and violence and have hardly
any legal remedies. Family members of migrantseaqmosed to exacerbated vulnerability,
especially women and children, should they migatestay at home, “left behind”. FIDH
and its member organisations ADC Memorial, Bir uegnd International Legal Initiative
will present the findings of two studies on labaourgration carried out in 2015-2016 in
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Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan. The first report adadesthe situation of Central Asian
migrants working in Kazakhstan whereas the secohddss light on the problems
encountered by women and children affected by riggradrom Kyrgyzstan. The findings
of the reports will feed into the discussion on sgas necessary to protect migrant workers
and members of their families.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Announcement of annwgart of ORIW in French Country in Europe
Convenor: Organisation Racism and Isfainobia Watch (ORIW)

Working languages: English, French

Summary: Racism is fully recognized as a thregherEuropean and international levels.
The main European Union instrument of fight agaiméscrimination is Charter of
Fundamental Rights. The Chapter 3 of the Chartelsdeith the "equality”, Article 21 states
the principle of the prohibition of discriminatiott. lists some discriminatory grounds such
as those based on ethnicity, race or religion. figakin account all these ideas and actions,
ORIW supports and assists to people whose morallegal values of life are in danger
because of racist or Islamophobic actions in Frphooe countries (France, Belgium,
Switzerland). ORIW also produces monthly and anmggdorts to draw attention on
Islamophobia and racism in everyday life and to opee free of prejudice. Warsaw
meeting/side event, on September 27, will be déglicto the announcement of the annual
report of ORIW.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Discrimination ofiIndigenous Peoples in conditions ofiodern
Ukrainian-Russian war conflict

Convenor: Crimean Tatar Resource Centre

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Issues of risks for indigenous peopledirgs in their historic Motherland in
Crimea caused by Russian agression, illegal ocitupaind annexation of Crimea will be
lighted. Perspectives of international intesfeze for preventing the discrimination an
d committing the international crimes against théigenous peoples by occupation regime
willbe discussed. Problems of Ukrainiamagice for deported and internally disp
laced representatives of indigenous peoples, asalbicence the profile legislative act on
statute of indigenus peoples of Ukraine will becdised.

Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 18.30

Venue: Austrian Cultural Forum, Ul. Prozna 7/9

Title: Priorities of the incongiustrian CiO for the Third Dimension
Convenor: MFA of Austria

Working language: English
The side event will be followed by reaapti

Wednesday, 28 September
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Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1
Title: Political Prisoners imjikistan.
Convenor: Islamic Renaissance Party

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: There are at least 200 poltical prisomer$ajikistan who are the high-
ranking members of the Islamic Revival Party ofikigjan.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Women's Power Breakfd$tow to reform political parties from a
gender perspective?”

Convenor: OSCE Office for Democratistltutions and Human Rights

(Democratization Depeent)
Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: OSCE participating States have committhkdmselves “to promote equal
participation of women and men in politicphrties, with a view to achieving better
gender-balanced representation in elected publiicesf at all levels of decision-making”
(Athens 2009). Yet, decision-making processes withbst political parties across the OSCE
region remain dominated by men, creating challerigesvomen and other under-represented
groups to enter politics and run for public offiéealuating the internal processes of political
parties is not an easy task, due to their oftearinél nature. The Women’s Power Breakfast
will provide a platform for discussion on how tosass the gender-sensitivity of political
parties, for the purposes of promoting gender éiyual political parties and beyond. ODIHR'’s
methodology of Gender Audits of Political Partie#l aiso be presented, exploring ways how
political actors, civil society, media and otheosildl use this tool for their own monitoring and
reporting on gender equality in politics. The everit also serve as a platform for networking
and exchange of experiences among women rieadpresenting governments, political
institutions, civil society as well as the OSCE antioer international organizations.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Gender Equality: 1325 &aded: high time for new policies to enhance the
impact of the Women, Peace, Security-agemd®$CE participating States and beyond!
Convenor: Swisspeace (Swiss Peace Ftiongl

Working language: English

Summary: Description of the event The discussidhsatart with a short input about the
alternative report on the implementation of UNSRZA.published lately by the NGO platform
“1325"in Switzerland. Based on the reflections, lgsia and recommendations in relation to
security concepts and security policies the spailebe open for sharing experiences and
elaborating common recommendations to addressevechallenges in gender equality issues
faced by OSCE participating States. Based on tteznaltive report on “Women, Peace,
Security — reloaded” published by the Swiss NGO-Mray Group 1325 we focus on the gender
relevance and the interlinked economic dimensiaroaflict (relevance of care economy under
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the aspect of Human Security, social investmentsaaddard of living) and explore the link
between Women, Peace, Security and arms tfadesarmament. The emphasis is on
interconnected issues of work, economy, produgtigitd conflict prevention/peace making.
This approach is relevant from a Human rights andtéss dimensional. The way how various
action plans 1325 of our countries and the OSG#fit®onsider these crossing points and the
relevance of (unpaid) care work for gender seresitigace building and women’s security is 0
key interest in the discussion. Therefore this ewesruld also address the interface between the
three dimensions of the OSCE.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: Connecting Women'’s Lo&adperiences to Empower Change

Convenor: OSCE Mission to Moldova; OSO#ice in Tajikistan; OSCE Office in
Yerevan

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Despite distances and differences amaeg,tthree OSCE field operations

and their partner civil society organizatiohave found that grassroots approaches to
empowering change can promote equal economic appbes, increase women’'s
engagement in political and public life and prevemd address domestic violence. In Armenia,
Moldova and Tajikistan, OSCE-supported community-laitiatives, such as women’s
resource centres, are deepening women’'s impactoedl land national levels. This
discussion is the first time that representativiegrassroots women’s organizations from the
three countries will meet to share how they idgntvhich challenges to take on, how they
build advocacy and action partnerships and how they the role of community-based
organizations in helping shape local and nationityp and practice.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Inclusive Security Fosce

Convenor: European Organisation of fdilf Associations (EUROMIL)

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary:OSCE participating States have committed themsetvéan discrimination
on any ground (Copenhagen 1990). The principleoofdiscrimination as well as the right to
privacy are enshrined in a number of internatidnahan rights instruments. However, while
some OSCE participating states have adopdeds land policies to promote equality and
non-discrimination based on sexual orientation emdgr identity in the security sector, others
are still reluctant to recognize equal rights toBT& people and sometimes ban their access to
security forces. This side event will explore tlwerent situation with regard to the human rights
and fundamental freedoms of LGBTI people in theusgc sector across Europe and will
discuss experience and best practices as well esrdle of professional associations in
promoting LGBTI equality and acting towards an usive security sector. The panel discussion
will have a particular focus on the police and atrf@ces.

Refreshments will be provided

Time; 13:00-14:45
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Venue: Belvedere

Title: "Geopolitical situatiom the "Intermarium" region and its impach o
human rights in Belarus"
Convenor: Charter97.org

Working language: English

Summary: Description of the event Recently geoalitidea of "Intermarium”, or
association of countries situated between the @Baitd Black Seas, has been actively discussed
in Europe. The discussion was provoked by the amnpoiisis in Europe and failures in the EU
policy towards its neighbors. The situation in tiegion of Central and Eastern Europe has
changed dramatically after the war in Ukraine exdpfNew geopolitical situation highlighted
the problems both inside the European Union arithineighborhood, as well as the necessity
to review European policy towards Eastern neighlsixsEastern partners and Russia. Belarus
became directly affected by the developments inr¢lgéon that led to the changed attitude to
the dictatorial regime of Lukashenko. Geopoliticaerests started to dominate the policies of
neighboring countries, both members and non-membietee EU, and became one of the
reasons for less attention to the gross violatidmuman rights in Belarus and softer position on
the regime itself. Without going into geopoliti@dpects of the "Intermarium” it looks useful to
analyze the changes in politics of the countriest @re included in this concept and are
neighbors of Belarus, specifically Ukraine, cowsdrof the Vysegrad group and Baltic states.
The position of those countries both in the Europdaion and in their bilateral relations with
Belarus strongly affects the situation with humights in Belarus and can either aggravate or
improve it.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:15-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: "Women reproductive righ choice for motherhood should be neither
imposed nor limited by any authorities"

Convenor: Anti-Discrimination Centre &khorial

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: In spite of the declared by most of OSG&ntries principle of gender

equality, there are still big problems with realigithe reproductive rights of women in a free
and independent way. In some countries (RussiaarB&l women are deprived from their
professional choice by the "list of the professitorbidden to women", while no such list exits
for men (the official explanation is the risk tlzame jobs might harm the ability of a woman to
be a mother, however there is no proof of such hanth even it existed, the choice for
profession or for motherhood should belong to wonmen to the state). Meanwhile some other
women (especially the Roma/gypsy women in Uzbekjdbait also other vulnerable groups of
women) are forced to abortions and even unwantdizition. The sex-selective abortion is
another aspect of gender discrimination and a $8gd in the region. A lot of homophobic
statements are justified by the dogma that everyonst have children and even the illegal
practice of female circumcision was recently primotd by one of the religious leaders of the
Northern Caucasus as the best way to prevent athemofrom debauchery as "woman was
made only to give birth to children, and this doesobstacle the reproduction”. Women are not
made for birth only, they have the right to havéddchn, if they want or to choose for other
things in life. The right for motherhood should fa®tected, but not imposed. The participants
of the side event will bring evidence of adigination of women and violation of their
reproductive rights in ex-Soviet countries. Theisiea of the UN Committee on Elimination of
discrimination of women against the Russian listpodfessions banned for women will be
discussed. The first-hand stories of the victimsfated abortion and sterilization, and of
mothers loosing children during police operatiogaiast migrants will be presented.
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Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18.30 - 21.00

Venue: POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jewq6 Mordechaja
Anielewicza St.)

Title: Turning Words into Actio Addressing Anti-Semitism, Intolerance and

Discrimination thrdugducation: Exploring challenges, opportunitied an
best practices in @®CE region.

Convenor: Office for Democratic Institutedand Human rights (ODIHR), POLIN
Museum

Working languages: English

Summary: In 2014, OSCE participating States m&arlin to take stock of how their
commitments to address anti-Semitism had beereimghted. Following this, the OSCE’s
2014 Basel Ministerial Council Declaration No.8Bnhancing Efforts to Combat anti-
Semitism specifically tasked ODIHR to continueoffier best practices on efforts to counter
anti-Semitism to participating States, includingdonsulting civil society, to effectively
identify and address contemporary manifestatidranti-Semitism; to facilitate the exchange
of best practices among participating Statesduca&tional initiatives and other measures to
raise awareness of anti-Semitism and overcoméecigas to Holocaust education, and to
promote dialogue and strengthen the capacitymilfsociety to foster mutual respect and
understanding in order to advance the cause-opeoation between different communities.
As a result, starting in 2016, ODIHR is implemagtthe “Turning Words Into Action

to Address Anti-Semitism” project, a multi-yeaitiative generously funded by the German
government with a focus on three interconnectedsar

e Addressing the security needs of Jewish communities
e Countering anti-Semitism through education; and
* Fostering coalition building among different comntigs.

This event will be the launch event for this exatinitiative at the POLIN Museum in Warsaw
on 28 September. The event will feature a disonssn best practices in educational initiatives
with a focus on the work of both ODIHR and the P@W\Museum. The event will be opened
by ODIHR Director Michael Link and POLIN Museum Bator, Dariusz Stola.

Transportation from Sofitel Hotel (at 18:00) to PLMuseum and back (at 21:00) will
be provided.

Registration: Please note that the number of participantsis limited; pre-registration is highly

recommended. The registration list will be available for all interested people at the welcome
desk.

The event will be followed by reception

Thursday, 29 September

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: What the Yukos cadgesch about the Rule of Law and Internation
Enforcement of Human Rights

Convenor: A&G Law LLC, The Lantos Foatidn for Human Rights & Justice

Working language: English
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Summary: The criminal and bankruptcy cases agéiesformer Yukos Oil Company and its
executives and employees have become a symbokdtilure of the rule of law. The cases
have been the subject of multiple internationalrtand tribunal decisions and have resulted in
important legal precedents concerning political lasy for its targets, international law
enforcement cooperation, the application of intkomal treaties to expropriation of private
assets through state action and more. More thaecadeé after these cases began, they teach
important lessons about civil society and humahtsignforcement in the modern era, including
the role and authority of the European Court of ldarRights, the role and potential misuse of
INTERPOL, and how arbitration tribunals, courts gjavernments can and should respond to
politically motivated prosecutions. This event wviiitlude a round table discussion among key
participants in the Yukos saga, as well as theiyéas and human rights specialists.
Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Youth inclusion and t&&SCE: furthering security and cooperation
Convenor: Office of the Special Repntative of the OSCE Chairmanship-in-

Office on Youth and Security
Working language: English

Summary: Youth was identified as a priooh the agenda of a number of OSCE’s
Chairmanships-in-Office; two Ministerial Councildarations on Youth and Security in 2014
and 2015 have recognized the potential of youttotdribute to social, economic and political
development and OSCE participating States had sspdetheir commitment “to further the
development of contacts and exchanges among ycaomead already in the Helsinki Final Act.
This side event will examine the variety of waysaihich the role of youth is relevant to the
OSCE through concrete examples of good practiceefisas how youth voices and initiatives
are contributing to democratization, security andperation. Some of the questions side event
will be looking into are: How are young people egegin activities of OSCE structures? Why
does cross border connectivity of youth matter? Hioes youth reflect on human dimension
commitments” implementation? What is the youth pecve on the OSCE’s need for new
impetus? In which ways the German Chairmanshie §asus to youth?

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 08:15-09:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: Protection against distnation on grounds of sexual orientation,
gender identity and sex characteristics in the EU

Convenor: European Union Agency for dlamental Rights (FRA)

Working language: English

Summary In many EU Member States, lesbian, gayexbs, transgender and intersex
(LGBTI) people run the risk of discrimination andrassment on a daily basis. Prejudices
and misconceptions about homosexuality and tramlsgepeople further fuel intolerant
attitudes and behaviour towards them. The EU Agefry Fundamental Rights (FRA)
has carried out socio-legal research in this am@e 2008. At this side event the Agency
will present relevant data on the socio-legal positof LGBTI children from a
fundamental rights perspective, including from 2813 EU-wide survey, its 2015 legal
update, which incorporates an analysis of the fomadal rights situation of intersex
people, and its 2015 research among public officiald key professional groups.
Refreshments will be provided
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Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3
Title: Political, social andlitral rights and freedoms in Europe and
Ukraine. Convenor: NGO Public Advocacy

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Discussions of rights and liberties in dilke and the actions to be taken to
improve the situation. Discusses the rights ofgrelis organizations, ethnic minorities,
social standards and other key issues. Whetherehlesituation in Ukraine to European
standards? How the international community canuerite the situation? The discussion
encouraged the civil society representatives, Nfieshuman rights organization.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Meeting Room 1

Title: “Who's going to try to @vent it?” Report on the findings of the practice
of FGM in the Republic of Dagestan

Convenor: Stichting Russian Justicadtive

Working language: English

Summary: In August 2016, the Russian Justice tivgareleased a report detailing its
findings that FGM was being systematically perfodoe girls in certain isolated, mountainous
communities in the Russia’'s Republic of Dagest&nw®men between the ages of 19 to 70
were interviewed for the report, who all had beebjected to FGM and some of whom had
performed some version of the procedure on otli&rexperts—doctors, lawyers, imams, and
local government officials—were also interviewedabvarious aspects of the practice. The
local communities affected by FGM generally looksthis practice as a sensitive issue related
to custom, religion and the family, and dot accept outside intervention. The official
authorities have long taken no action to proteds gvhose mothers and other relatives have
inflicted the procedure on them. The report’s redeeaused a firestorm on the Russian internet
due to now infamous comments made by Mufti Isma&tddyev, the chairman of the North
Caucasus Muslim Coordinating Center, that FGM isalthy custom” performed to “tamper
women’s sexuality.” Christian and Jewish religideaders in Russia also expressed qualified
support, not for FGM in itself, but for the needraduce “debauchery” and “depravity.”
Following the controversy, a draft bill was intr@ga in the Duma criminalizing FGM and
making the practice punishable by up to ten yearprison. While release of the report
achieved the goal of exposing a largely hiddentfm&gcthere is a need to return to a discussion
of comprehensive and concrete measures, advocetlee report, to tackle the issue at the local
level. FGM is internationally recognized as a Miala of women’s and children’s rights and as
an extreme form of discrimination and violend&utin Dagestan as elsewhere, female
circumcision continues to be practiced becausadi®cates consider it to be highly moral act,
and because no adequate deterrent and outreaclhireeasist. During the side-event the
report’s main findings will be presented as wellofiservations and analysis of the potential
approaches and methodologies to eradicate theiqeataking into account the particular
socio-political dynamics in the region.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45
Venue: Meeting Room 2
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Title: Regional Side Event "grmessive abolition of Violence Against
Children in closed institutions in Central Asia"pésial focus on
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan)

Convenor: Penal Reform Internationagi®nal Office in Central Asia

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Violence against children who are depriektheir liberty is often invisible in part
because it is under-reported and under-researdfeedhe 2006 UN Study on Violence found
that children in care and justice institutions nteeyat higher risk of violence than nearly all
other children. The five-year follow-up Study predd in 2011 found that this situation
continues today. There are approximately 30,000dim deprived of their liberty in
closedinstitutions in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan angkisan. In the three project countries, the
practice of detaining children in solitary confinemt and in mixed adult facilities increases the
risk of violence. The Voice of the Child reportadking the treatment of children in closed
institutions in each of the three countries haweaéed significant levels of violence against
children whilst they were in police detention aechporary detention facilities and this is by
far the most risky setting for children in confligith the law. As well as reporting physical
and psychological abuse, children also reporteddodenied access to lawyers, being held in
cells and being transported alongside adult susp&be side-event will focus on the issues of
abolition of violence against children in detentemd will specifically highlight: 1) the issues
of solitary confinement and its use as the discgly measure; 2) separation of children from
adults and girls from boys in all stages of thenanal justice system; 3) issues of violence in
the police level.

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 13:00-14:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Advancing Efforts to Combat Antisemitism in the GESRegion
including Endorsement of the Working Definition

Convenor: Global Jewish advocacy (AJC)

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Jewish security in recent years in the B3€gion has become an ever more
troubling concern, with consistently high levels Arfitisemitic incidents, ranging from verbal
abuse to acts of violence. Antisemitism itself nieey manifest in a variety of ways, ranging
from conspiracy theories about Jews to Holocausiati¢o the masking of old hatreds behind
anti-Zionist rhetoric. In 2005, the EUMC issuedradully comprehensive working definition of
Antisemitism to assist government authorities aiwd society organizations in their work of
education, monitoring and data collection. In Mdythis year, the 31-member International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) adopted udethe Working Definition of
Antisemitism at its Plenary in Romania. Speakerthia side event will explore ways in which
the definition and other tools can be further ipovated into OSCE work, including its
adoption at the December Ministerial Meeting. Thide event will be hosted by AJC, in
cooperation with the German Chairmanship and gihdrcipating States.

Time: 13:15-14:30

Venue: Plenary Hall

Title: Gender Mainstreaminge tbk’s challenge in guarding their children
Convenor: Christian Legal Centre (LomgdCore Issues Trust

Working language: English
Summary: Evidence exists in the UK that the stdimeates Gender Mainstreaming as
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the preferred educative philosophy now shapingsihaal attitudes of the very young with
respect to gender identity. The ideological badighis philosophy remains alien to many
parents of those being educated according to satles whose views are over-ridden and
marginalized. The session highlights varioostances in the UK where a high level of
state-supported ideological intolerance is ewid What are the main tenets of Gender
Mainstreaming, how does it differ from Judgoristian foundations formerly considered
foundational and what is the likely outcoroé this approach? The session clarifies the
necessary distinction between indoctrination andcation important to those concerned to
counter this approach. It searches for viable nwdéldissent and considers the checks and
balances necessary to protect children and parggtdk. Obsersvations are also made about
the rise in transgender minors and considers catipaly the analysis of UK commentaries
and researchers at John Hopkins University, USA

Refreshments will be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Belvedere

Title: Presentation of docuna¢fitm "Silent World"

Convenor: Azerbaijan Institute for Darraxy and Human Rights - AIDHR

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: Documental film about Azerbaijani hostaDdgam Asgarov and Shahbaz

Gouliyev
Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 2

Title: Management of ethnic ttiehin East-European countries
Convenor: Institute of European Studies

Working languages: English, Russian

Summary: The reports and discussions will be pteserPresentation of the book
on ethnic conflict also will be presented.
Refreshments will not be provided

Time: 18:00-19:45

Venue: Meeting Room 3

Title: What's next for juditieeform inUkraine?
Convenor: OSCE Project Co-ordinatddkraine

Working language: English

Summary: The discussion will explore the progress ehallenges of judicial reform in
Ukraine in view of Constitutional amendments ralate the judiciary and newly adopted
law “On Judiciary and Status of Judges”, due toedmno force on 30th of September

2016. Apart from the changes in court system, theudsion will touch upon the new rules for
selection and appointment of judges, narrowingsttape of judicial immunity, the process of
evaluation of judges and first lessons learnetiisiregard. New instruments for engaging civil
society in reform process such as trial monitorangd public integrity council will be
highlighted. The participants will also learn aboutrent developments of the legal education
reform, highlighting the upcoming novelties suchstete exam on access to legal profession,
aimed to ensure high quality of legal educatioa gsecondition of the quality of justice.
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Refreshments will be provided
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