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UNECE Inland Transport Committee
supports Europe — Asia Transport

- Basics about the Inland Transport Committee

» Europe-Asia Transport Linkages warrant for several
stakeholders to work together

- UNECE EATL project
- And the other important infrastructure initiatives
* URL for level playing field for railways

* OSCE — UNECE partnership to bring concrete
results
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UNECE Inland Transport Committee *
Centre of Transport Conventions
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@UNECE

We create a level playing field for Railways

ONE Legal Instrumen
P PN

Many Legal ONE
Instruments e consignment
liability o

system

United Nations Convention on the Contract for
the International Carriage of Goods by Road
(CMR) of 1956

Hague-Visby and Hamburg
Rules

Chicago Convention and other treaties (Warsaw,
Montreal
Conventions

Budapest Convention on the Con
the Carriage of Goods by Inland

« COTIF Convention
+ SMGS Agreement
« Many other regional

@UNECE
Why is the Unified Railway Law needed?

B COTIF Convention Re-consignement Point
B SMGS Agreement

W Other N_ational or Regional Rail Legal
Regimes

Source of extra costs

1 U
| Source of extratime o j.
= Source of corruption

Obstacle to railways
development

The Global Rail Network
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First step towards the Unified Railway Law

Euro-Asian rail transport

regime /
\ (,Geneva Rules*) 7
A} I
% 1 contract of carriage f
% 1consignment note F
3 (CIM/SMGS) !

1 liability regime

Short-term
optional
model rules
(GTC EurAsia)

COTIFICIM SMGS

1 contract of carriage
(SMGS)
1 consigment note (SMGS)
1 liability system (SMGS)

1 contract of carriage {CIM}
1 consignment note (CIM)

1 liability system (CIM)

Reconsignement
2 contracts of carraige (CIM+SMGS)
2 consignment notes (CIM+SMGS)
2 liability systems

@UNECE

First step towards the Unified Railway Law

In order for this first step of the new unified railway regime to be
implemented by Governments it should take the shape of a convention.
We are working towards the unification of the two existing regimes.
Therefore it can be neither annex to the existing regimes nor a third law!!

This approach:

a. Takes advantage of good practices from both existing conventions by creating
a convention which is unified;

b. Provides an effective solution for international rail transport and the market today;
c. Prevents conflict between conventions since the unified railway regime applies
where COTIF/CIM and SMGS do not apply;

d. Offers a solution for businesses before a time consuming full unification can be
implemented;

e. Does not warrant the elimination of the two existing regimes and their
managing organizations.
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OSCE — UNECE partnership

-Has already led to concrete, tangible results in transport and B/C
facilitation
«Joint studies, workshops
- TTF resource book
- EATL trade analysis
- Staff college
* More to come under the EATL project

- project Il phase to be completed within a year

» Reasons for success
- mutual commitment to be useful for M/S
- building on complementarity
- ,good ambience” thanks to management and staff

Conclusions

1. Jointly we could support a quantum leap in regulatory governance for
transport in our M/Ss and along the EurAsian corridors

2. While work towards the successful completion of EATL lll, consider how
to continue support to the elimination of transport infrastructure
bottlenecks and missing links

3. .Now or never!?”

— mobilise political commitment for sustainable mobility
- Facilitate demonstration of political will to support level playing field
for railways — signing of URL would be an example (2017)

4. Review transport cooperation and embark on the next phase of an
ambitious programme (logistics assessment, climate change mitigation
and ForFITS analysis, climate change adaptation, security etc)

5. You are invited to the 70th anniversary of the Inland Transport
Committee in 2017
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Thank you
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