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OSCE Police Monitors to be Deployed in Croatia
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Ambassador Gérard Stoudmann (center), Director of the Office for Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights (ODIHR) welcomes the Chairman-in-Office of the OSCE, Polish Foreign
Minister Bronistaw Geremek (left) and OSCE Secretary General Ambassador Giancarlo

Aragona during the inauguration of the new ODIHR premises in Warsaw. See story page 11.

The OSCE will deploy civilian police 1997) in order to maintain a police mon-tance and expertise to Croatian police
monitors in Croatia starting this autumn.itoring presence in the Croatian Danubend other law enforcement authorities in
Under Decision No. 239 taken by theregion after the expiry of the mandate ofdealing with issues including communi-
Permanent Council on 25 June, thehe United Nations Transitional Admi- ty-oriented policing and protection of
OSCE monitors will assume the responnistration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranjaghuman rights of displaced persons,
sibilities of the United Nations Police and Western Sirmium (UNTAES). refugees and persons belonging to natio-
Support Group (UNPSG) personnel nal minorities.
deployed in the Croatian Danube regiorin response to the request of the interna-
when their mandate expires on 15ional community, the Government of The total number of OSCE police mon-
October 1998. This will be the first time Croatia has agreed that the OSCE willtors deployed in the Danubian region
that the OSCE will take on a police assume the responsibility of monitoringwill not exceed 120. These personnel
monitoring role. and assisting Croatian law enforcemenwill work together with the approxi-
authorities in the Danube area under thenately 60 international Mission staff
The UNPSG was established on 13erms of the Mission’s present mandatemembers who are currently assigned to
January 1998 for a single period of up torhis will include not only the monitor- the Mission Co-ordination Centre in
nine months (UN Security Council res-ing of operational aspects of traditionalVukovar and its field offices in the
olution 1145, adopted on 19 Decembepolice work, but also providing assis- Croatian-Danubian region. The under-




standing between the Government ofo ensure a seamless transition from ththe OSCE, represents an important
Croatia and the OSCE is that the moniUNSPG to the OSCE monitors. precedent for our @anization. In that
tors will be dressed in a standardized regard, Croatia is determined to do its
way and will wear OSCE colours asSpeaking in the Permanent Council afteutmost [in order] that this experience
well as their national and OSCE identi the adoption of decision 238mbas- [will] be a positive one and serve as a
fication patches. sador Mario Nobilo, Head of the valuable contribution to any future man
Permanent Mission of the Republic ofagement of post-conflict areas or transi
Contingency planning is now underwayCroatia to the OSCE, said that “Thetion societies”.
between the UN and the OSCE in ordeexperience of police monitoring, new to

Little Pr ogress on a Diplomatic Solution in Ksovo

As the situation in Kosovo deterioratedto paragraphs 13 and 16 of Securityand called on the Belgrade authorities to
in June, there was little progress on aouncil resolution No. 1160 (1998). facilitate the return of displaced persons
diplomatic solution. and refugees.

In order to further strengthen the
Evidence of the worsening situation inOSCES bordemmonitoring capabilities The Chairman-in-Gice reiterated his
Kosovo was apparent to OSCE bordein Albania, the Permanent Councildemand that the ICRC, UNHCR and
monitors in the north oAlbania, who decided to increase the number of monother humanitarian ganizations, as
noted a steady stream of refugees crosgors to 30A new field ofice and sever well as representatives of international
ing the border from the Federalal sub-ofices were opened in northernorganizations, embassies and joufnal
Republic of Yugoslavia (FR). The Albania, and the co-ordination head ists, be granted full access to all parts of
monitors, from their vantage points inquarters irifirana was strengthened.  Kosovo. He also @ed Presidenylilo-
the mountains in the north éfibania, Sevi¢ to create conditions for immediate
also observed tank movements, artilleryOn 11 June MrGeremek issued a state resumption of dialogue.
shelling, attacks by helicopter gunshipsment in which he said that he was
and the devastation of villages on thé'deeply disturbed by the latest reportsThese sentiments were echoed in a state
FRY side of the border by OSCE monitors and other interna ment issued after the Contact Group

tional observers of the grave deterioraMinisterial Meeting in London on 12
The crisis is being monitored by thetion of the situation in Kosovo and by June. In it the Ministers again underlined
OSCE Mission in Skopje for possible an intensified campaign of destruction“the importance of the early launching of
spillover to the neighbouring former by Serb security forces of whole townsthe mission of the Special Representative
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. It and villages”. He deplored “the exees of the Chairman-in-Gice of the OSCE
reports that the situation along thesive and indiscriminate use of force byin order to establish a dialogue across the
whole of the northern Macedonian bor Serb military and police units which full range of the FR’s relations with the
der with the FR remains stable and has brought the crisis to the brink of OSCE, and of the return of the long term
calm. war and threatens international peac®SCE missions”.

and security”.
Information on the situation in Kosovo Meanwhile, in the framework of possi
was reported by the Chairman-infloé He condemned in the strongest possiblele coercive action by the international
of the OSCE, Polish Foreign Ministerterms violence by either side andyed community on 15 June 83 planes from
Bronisaw Geremek, to United Nations an immediate cessation of hostilities. HEL5 NATO countries embarked on a five-
Secretary-General KofAnnan on 20 also expressed his “deep concern abodtour military exercise along the border
June as part of the OSGE'regular the continued flow of refugees driven bybetweerAlbania and the FR
updates to the UN on the crisis, pursuantiolence across the border ifktbania”
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Expectations for a possible diplomaticJune, OSCE Chairman-in-fide Sea States Session in Nyppobenmark,
breakthrough in the crisis were raised byBronistaw Geremek said that “the on 25 June. In a joint statement the three
a meeting between Russian Presidenhtemational community as a whole, Ministers confirmed that “the OSCE
Boris Yeltsin andYugoslav President OSCE included, expects that the -vio stands ready to fdr its conflict man
SlobodanMilosevi¢ in Moscow on 16 lence and hostilities are ceased withouagement capabilities and expects a-con
June. In a joint statement the Presidentany delay and meaningful talks begin”.structive and co-operative reply from
“reaffirmed their position of principle He drew MrMilosevi¢'s attention to the Belgrade”. They said that “acceptance
on the need to maintain the territorialfact that several ways and means o0bf an OSCE mission in the FRas well
integrity and to respect the sovereigntystarting talks had already been proposeds full co-operation with the OSCE in
of the FRY, condemn any forms of ter by the Chairmanship and that “theserelevant fields would be a significant
rorism, separatism, [and] the armedproposals continue to be valid”. One ofstep in this process and in the interest of
actions afecting civilian population”. the means suggested by the Chairmarthe Federal Republic afugoslavia and
in-Office, at a meeting of the Centralthe OSCE.”
The FRY stated its readiness “to startEuropean Initiative in Brioni on 6 June,
negotiations with the OSCE simultane was to convene a round-table dialogu€®n 24 June the Foreign Minister of the
ously on the receiving of its mission inconcentrating on a special status foFRY, Zivadin Jovanow, informed the
Kosovo and on the restoration of theKosovo. Chairman-in-COfice through a letter that
FRY membership in that @anization.” the FRY had designated a delegation for
Mr. Geremek discussed the Kosove critalks with the OSCE and he invited
Many observers described the talks asis with hisTroika colleagues, Foreign OSCE representatives to come to
“promising” but noted that the statementMinisters Niels Helveg Petersen ofBelgrade to meet with théugoslav del
of intentions would only be meaningful Denmark and Knut Vollebaek of egation.These exploratory talks will be
if followed up by corresponding actions. Norway, when they met on the ntgans  held on 3 July
In a letter to PresideMlilosevic on 19 of the Seventh Conference of the Baltic

Economic Forum Addresses Enagy Issues

The Sixth Economic Forum of the aspects of security and to promote cosecurity risks that can arise form crisis-
OSCE took place in Prague between bperation in economics, science, technolrelated developments in these areas.” On
and 5 JuneThis yeats Forum consisted ogy and the environmenfThe OSCE the latter point, he cited the importance
of two separate but linked events: abelieves that co-operation among Statesf early warning and conflict prevention
meeting on “SecuritAspects of Engy  in these fields greatly contributes to comin activities relating to the economic
Developments in the OSChrea” from  prehensive security and stability indimension.
1 to 3 June, and the “Economic Dimen-Europe.
sion Implementation Review Conference” Minister Kropiwnicki reiterated the
on 4 and 5 June. This was a point taken up by thecommon belief of OSCE participating
Chairman of the Forum, MrJerzy States (as laid out in the 1990 Bonn-doc
The participants in the Economic ForumKropiwnicki, Minister, President of the ument) that “security in Europe taly
included high-level representatives ofGovernment Centre for Strategic Studieslepends on the degree of success of
OSCEparticipating States, representative®f the Republic of Poland, in his openingcountries in transition in establishing
of international gganizations, the private statement. He said “we are aware of th@iable market economies well integrat
sector and non-governmentajanizations. OSCES comprehensive approach toed into the international economic and
security the importance of economic, financial system”. He said that “‘securi
The Forum was established in 1992 tcocial and ecological factors for securityty through prosperity’'is our motto
address issues relating to economiand co-operation in Europe as well as théoday”.
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The meeting covered topics such as theal and international approaches tdems could increase the probability of a
security implications of the division of improving integrity and transparency inpotential conflict becoming a real one.”
Caspian Sea resources; nuclear safetyovernment”. He said that “the OSCE should be ready
and the environmental implications of to respond rapidly and creatively to such
nuclear waste problems; the deregulaThe second part of the Economic Forumyisks as they emge. In particularOSCE
tion, liberalization, privatization and/or devoted to a review of the implementa field activities should be linked more
reform of enegy markets; and the tion of commitments in the economicclosely to economic and environmental
impact of enagy distribution networks dimension, took stock of what has beeraspects of securitythus providing for
on national and regional security achieved in relation to the OSCE com early warning and creating opportunities

mitments in this field, particularly since for effective conflict prevention”.The
Participants called for greater interna the 1996 Economic Dimension Impleme-importance of closer co-operation bet-
tional enegy co-operation at all levels ntation Review Meeting. ween the OSCE and other international
in order to improve trade, investment organizations was also stressed in this
and technology transfestimulate ener Many improvements were noted, particu regard.
gy sector reforms and consolidate cenfilarly as regards the rights to establish
dence among partners. It was als@nterprises, freedom of movement, and\ccording toTom Price, Co-ordinator of
acknowledged that the development andccess to marketdihe importance of OSCE Economic and Environmental
reinforcement of engy infrastructures, creating a stable and transparent instituActivities, “preparation for next year
including enegy networks, are a key tional framework for promoting industri Forum should begin earlyith a coher
element in improving engy security in al co-operation and investment wasent series of subregional seminars aimed
the OSCE regionThe importance of emphasized, as was the need to proteat helping participating States define
regulatory and market reform wasintellectual property rights. It was notedtheir priorities and ideas in the economic
raised, as was the need for greater attethat reform of the financial sector consti and environmental aspects of security so
tion to the environmental aspects oftutes a major challenge faced by transithat they can participate even more
enegy production and consumption.  tional economiesThe importance of actively in Forum ‘99”.

regional, subregional and transborder co-
It is foreseen that a follow-up seminar tooperation for promoting and facilitating Next yeats Chair Norway announced
the 1998 Economic Forum will take economic co-operation and fosteringthat the Seventh Economic Forum would
place in early 1999 under Norwegiangood-neighbourly relations was stressedake place in Prague on 25 to 28 May
auspices with the theme of “Regulatoryby a number of delegations. 1999 on the overall theme “Security
frameworks in the field of engy”. Other aspects in the field of the environment”,
seminars are planned, including a jointOne of the conclusions drawn by thesubject to approval by the Permanent
OSCE/OECD conference to be held orChairman in his summary was that “cer Council.
15 and 16 July 1998 in Paris on “Natio-tain economic and environmental prob
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Successful Implementation ofArticle IV Leads to Negotiations
on Article V

Between 15 and 19 June, a conferenc€&he Parties noted with satisfaction thafThat process is being led Wymbas-
was held inVienna, under the Chair nearly 6,600 pieces of heavy equipmensador Henry Jacolin of France, who was
manship of the Personal Representativhave been destroyed and that nearly adppointed at Copenhagen Ministerial as
of the Chairman-in-Qiice of the OSCE, the 180 inspections which have so faiSpecial Representative of the Chair
General Carlo Jean, to review the implebeen conducted have been handled witman-in-Ofice “to help oganize and
mentation ofArticle IV of Annex 1-B of transparency and co-operation, and thatonduct negotiations undéticle V”.

the General Frameworkgreement for no major discrepancy with the informa Over the past few months, he and his

Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina. tion exchanged by the Parties hateam have been carrying out consulta
emeped. Inspections will continue. tions on a precise mandate for the
The five Parties to theAgreement Article V negotiations.

(Bosnia and Herzegovina, the RepublicThe Review Conference re-emphasized
of Croatia, the Federal Republic ofthe relevance of arms control and of théThe team of the Special Representative
Yugoslavia, Republika Srpska and theDSCES role in post-conflict military of the Chairman-in-Qice for Article V
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovinaktabilisation. The Article IV process, organized a workshop on 8 and 9 June
underlined the pivotal role of the which is considered a success by théor officials and experts fromlbania,
Agreement as a security and stabilizing®ersonal Representative and the Partiethe former Yugoslav Republic of
factor in the area of application andhas been an important confidence-buildMacedonia and Slovenia in order to
reafirmed their commitment and deter ing measure and an essential part of theroaden their knowledge and practical
mination to continue with the process ofpeace-building process in the region. experience in dealing with confidence-
establishing a stable military balance in and security-building measures and
the region while at the same time, limit The successful implementation ofarms controlAustria also took part as
ing the armaments held by Parties to thérticle IV has always been an implicit an observer
lowest feasible levels. precondition for the negotiation of

Article V. As the goal ofirticle V is “to On 15 June the draft of the mandate of
The Parties agreed on numerous instruestablish a regional balance in andhe negotiations on regional stabiliza
tions designed to solve some technicadround the formeYugoslavia”, stabiliz  tion was distributed to the countries that
issues for an improvement in the leveling the subregional environment was arhave expressed an interest in negotia
of implementation of theAgreement. essential first step.According to tions underArticle V. The negotiating
These will be given to the Sub-RegionalGeneral Jean, “the goal now is to inteteam expects that the mandate will be
Consultative Commission, a collectivegrate the subregion into adgr region  approved before the summer break and
body comprising the Delegations of theal arms control context in order to morethat negotiations will start in September
five Parties and chaired by the Personabroadly consolidate peace and security”.
Representative.
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Chairman-in-Office Calls
for Mor e Emphasis on Conflict Pevention

In an address to the Permanent Councihore consideration to the question ote “helpful in moving away from politi
on 17 June, the Chairman-inf@e, how root causes of conflicts should becal rhetoric and turning to concrete mat
Polish Foreign MinisterBronistaw identified and dealt with”. ters such as the functioning of legisla
Geremek, emphasized the importance of tive and executive powers [in Kosovo],
the OSCEs role in conflict prevention. He placed particular emphasis on thessuring local identitydevelopment of
His remarks were in the context both ofneed for early warning and improvinglocal government and education”.
recent developments in Kosovo and ointer-institutional synegy in that field.

the ongoing elaboration of a DocumentHe stressed the need for “practicalThe Chairman-in-Gice also identified

Charter on European Security forms of co-operation at all levels, inthe advancement of negotiations on a
particular in the field.” Document-Charter on European Secu-
Professor Geremek outlined four trends rity as “an important challenge in the

that he described as having “a bearindgProfessor Geremek reviewed a widesecurity field”. He said that “by the end
on the role and function of the OSCE".range of crisis and activity areas inof the year we would like to see the gen
These are the speed of change in intewhich the OSCE is involved and notederal framework for this document.” He
national relations, the intdinkage some common features among them. Hadded that “our aim should be to estab
between various aspects of secythe said that in all areas where the OSCE ifish a system based on the role of inter
greater possibilities for small and medi involved, with the exception of Kosovo, national law fundamental common
um-sized States fafrded by the end of “there are no hostilities, but at the sameamoral values established in European
bipolarity, and the conflicting trends of time political solutions have not beentradition, solidarity with States menaced
disintegration and universalism. He saidfound.” He said that “we face a compli by the threat or use of force or by hege
that in these circumstances, OSCE-parcated dilemma between two fundamenmonic tendencies. Non-hierarchical,
ticipating States have “a good oppertu tal principles of international law: tefri mutually reinforcing co-operation by
nity to act efectively by upholding torial integrity and the right to self- different oganizations would Igely
common values and developing a comdetermination. Our ability to find a bal contribute to the creation of such a-sys
prehensive approach to security and ance between them in a long process dem.”

flexible conflict prevention system”. careful talks and other actions will
determine our own &dctiveness.” He stressed that the Charter should
He noted that “recent developments on “give expression to the real state of

the international scene have confirmed<osovo is a case in point: he said that iaffairs rather than being just an intellec

my belief that the OSCE is an indis will “remain in the forefront of our tual, formal exercise”. He encouraged
pensable component in the system oéctivities” and that he expects theparticipating States to “think again

security being formed throughout thePermanent Council and the Secretariadibout how to creatively use new tenden
OSCE area.” Nevertheless, he said, ito be ready to dispatch a mission tccies in our security environment so that
places like Kosovo “all our potential Kosovo without delay“if and when it the constructive potential of action of all

and possibilities have not been exhaustwould prove to be possible”. He repeat OSCE States may serve our common
ed”. He stated that in this and other €oned his suggestion that a round-table diacause.”

flict situations “the time is ripe to give logue on special status for Kosovo could
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0/S,
o News from the Field

The OSCE cuently has ten Missions in thielfl as well as théssistance Gxup to Chebnya, the Pesence ilbania and the
Advisory and Monitoring Gup in BelarusThe following ae highlights fom the work of some of thiell opeations during
the past month:

By-elections and Rrliamentary the European Parliamenthe Mission ties and candidates access to phones,

Monitoring in Albania looked at a range of issues, includingaxes, computers, photocopiers and
the drafting of theAlbanian constitu space for meeting$he Missions Media

In addition to its active border monitor tion, independence of the judiciary Monitoring section is expanding its

ing role (see story page 2), the OSCEaccess to public media, recruitments andperations as the elections approach.

Presence i\lbania has been involved appointments to the civil service, and

in several other important activiti€khe parliamentary practice. The issue of return remains a prominent
Presence, together with the Congress of one.The Mission is closely monitoring

Local and RegionaAuthorities of Pre-ElectionActivity Intensifies the process and has carried out several
Europe (Council of Europe), assesseih Bosnia and Herzeguina initiatives, such as seminars and town
the by-elections held on 21 June in meetings, to encourage tolerance and

seven municipalities and nine cem In June, the OSCE Mission to Bosniareconciliation.
munes. In compliance with its man and Herzegovina intensified its activi
date,the OSCE Presence closely -fol ties relating to the elections scheduledrhe Mission is also following the issue
lowed the electoral process, assessinfpr 12 and 13 Septembdthe huge task of property rights, particularly the
the preparation for the election andof voter registration (overseen by 465implementation of new property laws,
the electoral campaigihe Presence, internationally seconded registrationand is participating in a public informa
along with other international ganiza  supervisors) and the distribution of thetion campaign designed to notify prop
tions, was available to the Centralmajority of voter cards was completederty owners of their rights to reclaim
Election Commission for consultation on 27 JuneThe process involved a g property
througlout the entire process. Electionpublic awareness campaign both in the
day was also closely appraisédjoint country and for out-of-country voters in Assistance Goup
OSCE/Council of Europe statementthe Federal Republic o¥ugoslavia, ContinuesWork in Chechnya
described the by-elections as “a solidCroatia and around the worlthe dead
step forward in the consolidation ofline for the submission of candidate listsBeing the only international ganiza
democracy inAlbania”, although they and registration for alliances was 2Stion presently functioning in Chechnya,
noted that the by-elections “reconfirmedJune. the OSCEAssistance Group (AG) is
the need to increase trust between-vari actively looking for potential donors
ous political forces at the national level, Throughout the month, the Head ofand sponsors, co-ordinating their activi
and to improve the election administra Mission, Ambassador Robert Barry ty and monitoring the implementation of
tion process, particularly the accuracyheld a series of meetings with prominentdifferen projects. On the initiative of the
of voter registers”. leaders on election-related mattersAG, a co-ordination meeting of Chechen
Mission members attended politicalnon-governmental ganizations was
The Presence has also continued itparty congresses to keep abreast dield on 26 JuneThe possibility of
monitoring of parliamentary activities. political developments, particularly asestablishing an NGO Resource Centre
On 29 and 30 June it facilitated the seregards the building of party coalitionswas discussed.The AG has been
cond Tri-Parliamentary Mission to and alliances. involved in other projectsThe Grozny
Albania. This mission, a follow-up to Forensic Laboratory is now practically
the first mission, which was launched inFor the September elections, the OSCBperational, although not yetfiofally
January 1998, included representativess preparing to open 15 political partyopened.An orphanage, the renovation
of the OSCE, the Council of Europe andservice centres, which will provide par of which was funded and monitored
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through theAG, opened on 25 JunEhe ment has made a genuinefoef to In an efort to assist the Government,
AG also facilitates the delivery of med address the concerns that the internahe Mission continues to look for ways
ical supplies and financial support to thetional community has raised”. He notedof facilitating and implementing the
Children’s Hospital in Grozny in particular the plas’ commitment to two-way return of refugees. It is also
the unconditional right of individuals to preparing for the deployment of OSCE
return freely to their homes of origin civilian police monitors in the autumn
and its establishment of a procedure fofsee story page 1)

the repossession of propertile also

The OSCE Mission to Croatia played asaid that “it is particularly welcome that The extent to which the OSCE is
central role in co-ordinating the work of the new Housing Commissions will involved in Croatia can be seen by a
international experts who providedhave to address this question of reposseries of visits and meetings in June. On

Return Programme
Announced in Croatia

input on the draft of the Croatian session”.
Govern-ment “Programme for the

June 4 the OSCE Chairman-infoé,
Polish Foreign MinisterBronistaw

Return andAccommodation of Dis- This Programme was presented tdGeremek, visited Croatia. Representa-
placed Persons, Refugees and Resettléthrliament as part of a longer reportives of the OSCHroika together with
Persons”. In a press conference on 2describing the background of the probthe Director of the Conflict Prevention
June, the Missios’ spokesman, Mark lem of refugees and displaced persons i€entre,Ambassador Marton Krasznai,
Thompson, said that the Mission wel Croatia, as well as the issue of reconand representatives of the Secretariat
comed the plan and that “if the decu struction. Taking also into account the visited Croatia on 14 and 15 June. On 29
ment is properly implemented, it will concerns of the international communi June the Head of MissioAmbassador

represent a breakthrough”. He said thaty, the Parliament adopted the Returnfim Guldimann,
the Mission believed that “the Govern-Programme as a separate document.

Ambassador Marton Krasznai of
Hungary took up the post of
Dir ector of the Conflict Prevention
Centre at the beginning of June. He
takes over fromAmbassador Jan
Kubis of Slovakia, who had held the
post for four years.Ambassador
Kubis has been appointed as the
Representative of the United Nations

Personal
Secretary-General ihajikistan.

Mr. Cornelio Sommaruga, Pesident of the Intena-
tional Committee of the Red Cioss addressed the
Permanent Council on 4 June. He said that in the face of
armed and violent conflict, two objectives should be
pursued: “to seek a political-military settlement while
rooting out the underlying causes of the crisis” and to
alleviate the décts of the crisis in humanitarian terms.
He listed the establishment of a permanent international
criminal court, the prohibition and destruction of anti-
personnel land-mines and the prohibition of child- sol
diers as issues that the ICRC fully supports. He also said
that “the ICRC is convinced that regular dialogue

met with Prime
Minister Zlatko Matesa.

between humanitarian ganizations and regional and
global political entities is crucial and that it forms part of
active, credible humanitarian diplomacy”. In that respect
he praised the good working relationship between the
ICRC and the OSCE.

A seminaron the relationship between the OSCE and
the Council of Europewas held in the Hague on 5 June.
The seminar was hosted by the Government of the
Netherlands as a follow-up to the proposal by Foreign
Minister Hans van Mierlo to create an “Alliance for
Human Rights and Democracy”. Participants discussed
ways of improving co-operation and complementarity
between the OSCE and the Council of Europe.

On 10 June the Chairman-in{@k of the OSCE, Polish
Foreign Minister Bronikaw Geremek, met itWarsaw
with the French, Russian and United Stat€s-
Chairmen of the OSCE Minsk Group. The Co-
Chairmen informed the Chairman-inf@e about their
recent trip to the region of the conflict after the change
in the leadership il\rmenia and on the results of their
meetings with the leadership of all the partigfey
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noted the need to overcome new obstacles to the-settle
ment of the conflict and expressed their intention to
intensify eforts aimed at resumption of the negotiations
for the resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
within the OSCE Minsk processThe Chairman-in-
Office and the Co-Chairmen emphasized the importance
of the continuation of the existing cease-fire on the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border and along the Line of
Contact.They welcomed the statements to thieef by

the representatives of the partidhey also expressed
satisfaction at the resumption of the OSCE monitoring
activities, which were instrumental in consolidating the
cease-fire regimélhe Chairman-in-Gfce informed the
Co-Chairmen of his plan to visit the region and
expressed the hope that significant progress would be
achieved by that time towards a political resolution of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and that the visit would
add further impetus to this process.

Ambassador Gret Haller, Human Rights Ombuds-
person for Bosnia and Herzegoving addressed the
Permanent Council on 17 June. She reported on the
Human Rights situation in the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. She stated that the pace of progress had
been slow but that there had been positive developments
on issues concerning human rights, particularly on prop
erty legislation and the start of minority return.

On 19 July the Government dépan decided to make a
voluntary contribution of USD 1 million to the OSCE
“for the purpose of assisting the smooth and successful
implementation of the election in Bosnia and
Herzegovina to be held on 12 and 13 September 1998".
The contribution will be used for the production of-bal
lot papers, polling station kits and other election-related
activities. Japan, which is an OSCE partner for co-oper
ation, has provided considerable support for the civil
aspects of peace implementation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, including financial support to the OSCE
totalling USD 2.5 million for election-related activities

in both 1996 and 1997. Japan also intends to dispatch a
certain number of election supervisors and observers to
Bosnia and Herzegovina as it did in 1996 and 1997.

Mary Robinson, United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, addressed the Permanent Council on
24 June. She outlined the existing co-operation between
the OSCE and her @¢e and discussed possibilities for
strengthening and enhancing co-operation in the future.
She expressed her appreciation for the centrality of the
human dimension in the OSGEWork and emphasized
the commonality between the OSGEapproach to
human rights and her own. She noted two common-oper
ational concepts: standard setting and implementation,
and active work in the field. Ms. Robinson noted the
importance of the human dimension in preventive diplo
macy and post-conflict rehabilitation. She stressed the
need for continued close co-operation between the
OSCE and UNHCHR and mentioned the possibility of
practical co-operation in the area of human rights train
ing for field operations. She concluded by recalling that
1998 is the 50th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights and stated that the devel
opment of closer ties between the OSCE and UNHCHR
would be a fitting contribution to that year

The same Permanent Council meeting was addressed by
Sgren Jessen-Petersedssistant United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees He focused his remarks
mainly on the situation in the Commonwealth of
Independent States and forméugoslavia noting that
these are priority areas for the UNHCR and the OSCE
and are areas where co-operation between the tga or
nizations is of particular importance. He cited examples
of co-operation between UNHCR and the ODIHR, the
HCNM and OSCE Missions. He stressed the important
link between political and humanitarian action and the
common goals and objectives of the OSCE and the
UNHCR.
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N=HOIN from the High Commissioner on National Minorities

The Ofice of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities (HCNM) is located at Pringeshe 22,
NL-2514AP The Hayug The Netherlands, tel.: (+31-70) 312 55 00, fax: (+31-70) 363 59 10, e-mail: cscehcnor@tenlr

Uzbekistan on the basis of equality and to showwas also briefed on the present state of
understanding for their problems. bilateral negotiations in Moscow
On 1 and 2 June the High Commissioner Meetings scheduled to take place in

on National Minorities visitedashkent, During his visit to Bishkek the High Sukhumi were not held owing to a
where he met with Minister for Foreign Commissioner met with Deputy Mini- request from thébkhaz side to post
AffairsA. Kamilov, Minister for Educa- ster for Foreigriffairs T. Kydyroy, the pone the visit.

tion J. Yuldashey and Speaker of the Chairman of the Commission on Reli-

Parliament E. KhalilovOther meetings gious Affairs to the Government of Among other issues discussedTipilisi
included those with the directors andKyrgyzstan, E. Kaptagagvand the was the problem of the return of deport
staf of some of the main institutes in Chairman of théssembly of Peoples of ed Meskhetians to Geagia. These dis

Tashkent, and with resident representaKyrgyzstan, S. Begaliev cussions, in the Parliament and with

tives of international ganisations. representatives of Meskhetian NGOs,
Georgia revealed the unsatisfactory state of

Several of the High Commissiongr affairs and also the di€ulties in find

interlocutors drew attention to the prob On 9 to 1 June the High Commissionering a solution taking into consideration
lems of Islamic fundamentalism and itspaid a visit to Ge@ia, where he was the complex legal, political and eco
effect on interethnic relations, citing received by President Shevardnadze. Heomic aspects of a sizable repatriation
the dangers of political extremism.had talks with Deputy Foreign Minister effort.
While noting the concerns expressedGeogi Burduli and Deputy Speaker of
the High Commissioiner used thethe Geogian Parliament Eldar Shen- Estonia
opportunity provided in his meetings togalaia. He also met with the Chairman
emphasize the primary importance forof the Parliamentary Committee forOn 18 and 19 June the High Commis-
States to adhere to generally recognize@onstitutional, LegalAffairs and the sioner visitedlallinn in order to partici
international standards in human rights Rule of Law Mikhail Saakashvili, and pate in a meeting of the Presidential
the Chairman of the ParliamentaryRound Table on National Minorities.
Kyrgyzstan Committee on Human Rights andDuring the visit the High Commissioner
Ethnic Minorities, Konstantin Kokoev had meetings with Prime Minister Mart
On 3 to 5 June the High CommissioneiOther meetings were held with theSiimann, and Minister for InteEthnic
visited Kymgyzstan, where he was President adviser on inteethnic rela  Affairs, AndraVeidemann. He also met
received by PresideAsskarAkayev He tions, Aleksandr GerasimgvChairman with the Chairman of the Parliamentary
participated in a seminar on “Managingof the Abkhaz Supreme Council in ForeignAffairs Committee, Eindamm,
Inter-Ethnic Relations”, which was exile, Tamaz Nadareishvili, as well asthe Chairman of the Parliamentary
organized with the help of the with NGOs representing the MeskhetianCommittee on Legal Constitutional
Foundation on InteEthnic Relations in  community in Gedgia. Affairs, Tiit Kabin, and other parliamen
The HagueThe aim of the seminar was tarians.
to provide the governors of variousThe main topic of these discussions was
regions in Kygyzstan with a better the recent fighting in the Gali district The main subject of the High
insight into how to handle intesthnic and its impact on the fefts to bring a Commissionéss discussions was theat
issues and relations. Participants at theettlement of theAbkhaz conflict. In est situation concerning proposed
seminar included Presidemtkayey, addition to being informed about back amendments to the Citizenship Law
who made a speech in which he strongground developments leading up to thewith regard to children of stateless par
ly urged his dficials to treat minorities latest fighting, the High Commissionerents born in Estonia since 199Ihe
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High Commissioner was informed of Ukraine by representatives from 29 States.

the decisions taken during the second Several of these States made concrete

reading stage of the bill in the RiigikoguOn 26 June the HCNM visited Kiev pledges, while others announced that

(parliament) which will be resumed where he presided over a donor conferthey were considering a contribution.

after the parliamentary summer recess.ence aimed at raising funds to help th&dhe European Commission also announ-
250,000 Crimearatars and other for ced that it would be making money

At the meeting of the PresidemRound merly deported peoples and at dealingwvailable, and thé/orld Bank came for

Table the High Commissioner had thewith the many problems surroundingward with a promise to contribute as

opportunity for a useful exchange oftheir resettlementhe conference, which well.

views with representatives of the roundwas oganized jointly by UNHCR,

table regarding the integration proces$JNDP, the Ukrainian Government and

and the situation of national minoritiesthe OSCE Mission in collaboration with

in Estonia. the ofice of the HCNM, was attended

O] N0=] from the ODIHR

The OSCEs Ofice for Democatic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) is locatad djazdowskieAvenue 19,
PL-00-557Warsaw Poland, tel.: (+48-22) 520 06 00, fax: (+48-22) 520 06 05, e-maificef@odihroscewawpl

ODIHR Consultation on Women officials and Gender in Developmenttheir experiences and develop co-opera
in Public Life in Central Asia (GID) units supported by the UN. tion. The second aim was to develop an
ODIHR women$ human rights pro
A regional consultation omomen in The ODIHR objectives for the consulta gramme in the region with concrete-fol
Public Life in CentralAsia was held in tion were threefoldThe first aim was to low-up projects to be included in the
Tashkent from 16 to 18 June 1998 asllow CentralAsian experts from both Memoranda of Understanding between
part of a series of projects in the Humargovernment structures and civil societythe ODIHR and the Governments of
Dimension field agreed upon in ato assess the present situation, shat€yrgyzstan, Kazakstan and@urkme-
Memorandum of Understanding with
the Government of Uzbekistan in Octo{t o
ber 1997. £ B ‘ﬁ'mil 3
1o N ] 'm“mﬂ'll}'f'

The consultation was ganized by the
ODIHR and the OSCE Liaison fiffe in
CentralAsia in close co-operation with
UNDP Regional Bureau for Europe and
the CIS (RBEC/UNDP) and with the
assistance of the Government of Uzbe
kistan and the OSCE Mission aji-
kistan.

The regional consultation was attende
by 80 participants from the five Central
Asian republics and included parlia
mentarians, representatives of non-gov i : . 1

ernmental aganizations, government Participants in the egional consultation otbmen in Public Life in Cerdt Asia
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nistan currently being preparedhe New Premises Inaugurated Luxemboug and formerly Chairman of

third objective was to begin co-opera the European Committee for the
tion with the UNDPregional Gender in On 26 June the OSCE Chairman inPrevention ofTorture; and Prof. Nigel
Development Programme. Office, Polish Foreign MinisteBronis- Rodley United Nations Special Rap-

taw Geremek, dfcially inaugurated the porteur onTorture, Professor of Law
Throughout the consultation, legal Hlit new premises of the @€e for University of EssexThe meeting was
eracy and economic dependence werBemocratic Institutions and Humanopened byAmbassador Gérard Stoud-
singled out as important sources ofRights (ODIHR) orAleja Ujazdowskie mann, Director of the ODIHR and
womens vulnerability resulting in their in Warsaw The event was attended by achaired by Peter EicheDeputy Direc-
maminalization from public life, espe broad representation from the diplomattor of the ODIHR.
cially under conditions of conflict and ic community in Warsaw and other
social and economic instabilityrhe friends of the ODIHRThe new dfices The Expert Panel was established-pur
links between human developmenthave been made available for thesuant to recommendations from the
human rights, peace and stability wer@dODIHR by the Polish Government and1997 Human Dimension Implementa-
highlighted, calling attention to the spe provide more space for this steadilytion Review Meeting to provide advice
cial problems faced by economies ingrowing OSCE institution. on how the ODIHR can best develop
transition. Broader recommendations programmes and activities to combat
were also made on the acceleration ofn his inaugural statement Ministertorture in OSCE participating States
the adoption of Nationaction Plans, Geremek expressed his satisfaction withwithout duplicating ongoing &frts by
the incorporation of gender analysis inthe continued ODIHR presence inother oganizations.
the process of legal reform and the proviwarsaw and declaredWarsaw “the
sion of comparative reviews of legislationhuman dimension capital’ of the OSCE.During the two-day meeting, the Expert
directly or indirectly aflecting womers The OSCE Secretary GenerAinbas- Panel provided guidance to the ODIHR
rights in CentraAsian countries. sador GiancarlAragona, thanked the in developing new projects involving

Polish authorities for their generosity legislative reform, training and strength
Another concrete recommendation wagnd congratulated the ODIHR on itsening the work of NGOs. It advised the
to promote womes’ political participa  successful movelhe ODIHR Director ODIHR on ways to integrate anti-torture
tion at all levels, in addition to strength Ambassador Gérard Stoudmann, stresseattivities into existing projects and it
ening the institutional infrastructure of that with its improved working enviren will also help the ODIHR in the deve-
co-operation among donors, govern ment, the Cfice has a responsibility to lopment of a strategic plan to combat
ments and NGOs for the promotion offocus with even greater eggrand efi- torture.The next meeting of the Expert
regional co-operation, including propos ciency on meeting human dimensionPanel is scheduled for late Octaber
als for the creation of aAssembly of needs throughout the OSCE area.

CentralAsian Women Parliamentarians Agreement on Co-operation
and a Centralsian Busines$Vomens ODIHR Tortur e Prevention Panel with the UNHCHR
Association.

The first meeting of the OSCE/ODIHR The ODIHR Director Ambassador
The consultation also produced recomExpert Panel for the Prevention ofGérard Stoudmann, and the UN High
mendations on broadening awarenes$orture was held iWwarsaw on 1 and Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary
concerning international conventionsl12 June.The Expert Panel includes: Robinson, signed an agreement on co-
and standards relating to women’ Danielle Coquoz, Head of the Centraloperation on 19 June 1998he agree
human rights and raising gender awareTracing Agency and Protection Divi- ment is designed to actively contribute
ness and legal literacy through educasion, International Committee of theto the promotion and protection of
tion and training at all levels. Red Cross; lan Gorvin, Director Europehuman rights in the OSCE area. It

Regional ProgramAmnesty Interna- includes provisions for improving the
The ODIHR intends to follow up during tional; Douglas Johnson, Executiveexchange of information between the
the second half of 1998 on a number oDirector, Center foVictims of Torture; two offices, for developing joint pro
the recommendations. Claude Nicolay Prosecutor General of jects in the field and for establishing
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institutional links, including the desig countries and including a 23-memberin order to assess the extent to which the
nation of a liaison dicer in each dfce  delegation from the OSCE Parliamen-ODIHR comments had been integrated

and yearly meetings between the headsry Assembly into the law the ODIHR held a new
of the ofices. series of meetings with th&zerbaijan

In the Preliminary Statement issued ordelegation inWarsaw from 24 to 30
ODIHR Oberves Czech Election 21 June, the Election ObservationJune. Most of the comments have been

Mission concluded that the electionsincorporated fully or partiallybut a few
The ODIHR observed the election to thehad been carried out in general aecorissues of concern still remain. One of
Chamber of Deputies of the Czechdance with the law and had been conthe major issues is the formation of the
Republic held on 19 and 20 June 1998ducted in a transparent mannenjoy  Central Election Committee to include
The Election Observation Mission wasing the confidence of political parties different political interests contesting

headed by Mark PowStevens. Mrs. and the public. the elections. Other issues of concern
ToneTingsgard, member of the Swedish include the exclusion of domestic non-
Parliament, was appointed by the OSCE detailed final report will be issued by partisan observers, the procedures for
Chairman-in-Ofice to be Special Co- the ODIHR in the coming weeks. collection and validating signatures in
ordinator for the Czech elections. support of candidates, and lack of clari
Continuing discussions on the ty on who should be allowed in the
The observation of the election adminis Azerbaijan Election Law polling station premises on election day
trative preparation and of the political During the meetings, the ODIHR

campaign was performed by a sevenAs reported in the May OSCE Newslet-stressed the need to draft a detailed set
person team present in the country fromer, a high-level delegation froAzer-  of rules and regulations to further clari
13 May both in the capital and in the baijan met with ODIHR experts in fy these provisions in the laWwhe pro
provinces. On the election days theVienna to review the draft Law on theposal was positively welcomed by the
Mission deployed, throughout the eightElection of the President éizerbaijan. Azerbaijan oficials, who agreed to
electoral regions of Czech Republic,The law was adopted on 9 June 199&ddress this need immediately upon
some 70 observers representing 24nd signed by the President. their return to Baku.

N=OINN fr om the Parliamentary Assembly

The Seocstariat of the OSCEd&liamentaryAssembly is located at Radhusstreede 1, DK-1455 Cogenh&, Denmark,
tel.: (+45-33) 32 94 00, fax{(+45-33) 32 55 05, e-mail: oscepa@centrum.dk

Seventh Annual Session of the sembly the Interparliamentassembly Prime Minister of Denmark, Poul Nyrup
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly of the CIS, and the European ParliamenRasmussen, the Speaker of the Danish
to meet in Copenhagen all have oficial observer status. Parliament, lvar Hansen, the Chairman-

in-Office, and high-level OSCE fidials
The SeventhAnnual Session of the The Copenhagen Session will focus onncluding the Secretary General, the
OSCE Parliamentayssembly (R) will  the development of the structures, instiHigh Commissioner on National
meet in Copenhagen from 7 to 10 Julytutions and perspectives of the OSCEMinorities, the Director of ODIHR and
The 317 members of thAssembly On the opening dayhe meeting, which the OSCE Representative on Freedom
include leading parliamentarians fromwill be chaired by the President of theof the Media.
54 participating Stateédditionally the OSCE ParliamentaryAssembly and
ParliamentanAssembly of the Council Chairman of the ForeignAffairs On 8 and 9 July thAssembly will con
of Europe, théssembly of thaVestern Committee of the Spanish Parliamentsider three reports and draft resolutions
European Union, the Nor#htlantic As-  Javier Rupérez, will be addressed by theut forward by Rapporteurs of the three
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General Committees of théssembly Committee in which it noted that a num full text is available from the Parlia-
Also on the agenda will be a draft reso ber of improvements had taken place irmentary Assembly). The Declaration
lution on the Kosovo crisis, submitted byAlbania in accordance with the Januaryincluded an agreement “to establish the
OSCE R President, Javier Rupérez..Mr Tri-Parliamentary Missios’ Declara- international advisory group, as sug
Rupérez has invited a parliamentary detion. Such improvements included thegested in the first declaration of the
legation representing théugoslav Fe- fact that the Democratic Partyhe main (January)Tri-Parliamentary Mission, to
deral Assembly to address thennual opposition force irAlbania, had joined advise, if requested, on any fundamental
Session. Ibrahim Rugova, President of théhe parliamentary workThe internatio- political issue before a final vote in the
LDK, the lagest party in Kosovo, has alsonal monitoring of the Parliament was alsoParliamentary”. The Declaration also
been invited and is expected to attend. bringing about significant improvementsemphasized the need to improve proce

in parliamentary work and practices. dures for the recruitment and appeint
Full coverage of the 7thnnual Session ment of the civil service, armed forces
will provided in the July Newsletter The Mission also noted that the draftingand police. It wed that judicial inde

of the new constitution is proceeding inpendence be strictly observed and called
SecondTri-P arliamentary Mission earnest.The drafting process has beenfor increased emphasis on measures to
to Albania transparent and the Constitutionalimprove the security situation in

Commission of the Parliament has beelbania.
The secondTri-Parliamentary Mission in close co-operation with th¥enice
made up of representatives of the OSCEommission and a number of otherOSCE Parliamentarians
ParliamentaryAsssembly the Parliamen- institutions. Participate in the Economic Forum
tary Assembly of the Council of Europe
and the European Parliament, visitedThere is also considerable positive newA delegation of the OSCE Parliamen-
Tirana on 29 and 30 June 1998. legislation being prepared concerningtary Assembly participated in the work

the independence of the judiciasyatus of the Sixth Economic Forum, which
The purpose of the Mission was to-fol of the civil servants and the freedom ofwas held from 1-5 June in PragUée
low up the Declaration of the firdtri- the media. delegation included the Chairman of the
Parliamentary Mission of 22-23 January General Committee on Economéd-
1998. In particularthe Mission concen At the same time the Mission also notedairs, ScienceTechnology and Environ-
trated on promoting the drafting of theseveral areas in which there has noment of the OSCER Jacques Floch,
newAlbanian constitutionThe Mission been satisfactory development. FomMMember of the French NationAksem-
also discussed other recommendationsxample, the political climate continuesbly; Rapporteur of the Committe&na
included in the Januaryri-Parliamen- to be highly chaged and confrontatien de Zulueta, Member of the lItalian
tary Missions Declaration, such as theal, there is a very high level of crime, Senate; and Deputy Secretary General
promotion of the rule of law and the and there are problems concerning thef the OSCE/R, Vitaly Evseyev
independence of the judiciary independence of the judiciary

Members of the OSCEAPdelegation
The OSCE Parliamentarpssembly The ParliamentaryAssembly delega participated actively in the discussions
was represented in this Secofdi- tion’s report noted that the Democraticat the Forum, including th&Vorking
Parliamentary Mission by Senaftana Party continues to boycott the work ofGroups. Mr Floch, who had initiated
De Zulueta andTekin Enerem, M.P the Constitutional Commission estab the Parliamentary Conference on Sub-
They were accompanied by the Deputylished by the Parliamenthe main aim Regional Co-operation last October in
Secretary General of theAPPentti of the Mission was to help involve the Monaco, spoke on that subject as well
Vaananen andmbassador Daan Everts, opposition in the drafting of the consti as on the work of the OSCE(FRn the
Head of the OSCE PresenceAibania.  tution. economic field at the last plenar
document on the Monaco conference

The Parliamentarfssembly delegation On 30 June theTri-Parliamentary was distributed to participants in the
made a report for the StandingMission issued a joint declaration (theForum.
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It s Coming!

ACD-ROM containing almost all CSCE and OSCE documents from 1973 to 1997
soon be available. Most of the approximately 4.500 documents on the disk are in dil six

cial languages (English, French, German, Italian, Russian, Spahis)includes information
about and documentation from OSCE negotiating bodies and institulioese can be searched

by subject, chronologicallyr by a full text search.

All documents on the CD-ROM are availabledidobeAcrobat PDF format.

To order your copy of the CD-ROM free of charplease fill out this page and fax it to the
Prague Cfice of the OSCE Secretariat at (+420-2) 2422 3883.

YES

| would like the CD-ROM of OSCE Documents, 1973-1997.

Please send a copy to me at:
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