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710th PLENARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
 
 
1. Date:  Thursday, 24 April 2008 
 

Opened: 10 a.m. 
Closed: 12 noon 

 
 
2. Chairperson: Mr. A. Turunen 
 
 
3. Subjects discussed — Statements — Decisions/documents adopted: 
 

Agenda item 1: ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE OF 
THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE, H.E. TERRY DAVIS 

 
Chairperson, Secretary General of the Council of Europe (PC.DEL/337/08), 
Slovenia-European Union (with the candidate countries Croatia, the former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Turkey; the countries of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate countries 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia; the European Free 
Trade Association countries Iceland and Liechtenstein, members of the 
European Economic Area; as well as Armenia, in alignment) 
(PC.DEL/325/08), Russian Federation, Holy See (PC.DEL/338/08), 
United States of America (PC.DEL/327/08), Ukraine (also on behalf of 
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Moldova) (PC.DEL/333/08), Norway 
(PC.DEL/329/08), Canada (PC.DEL/330/08) 

 
Agenda item 2: REVIEW OF CURRENT ISSUES 

 
Recent developments in Abkhazia, Georgia: Georgia (PC.DEL/336/08), 
Slovenia-European Union (with the candidate countries Croatia, the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia and Turkey; the countries of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidate countries Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
Montenegro; the European Free Trade Association countries Iceland, Liechtenstein 
and Norway, members of the European Economic Area; as well as Azerbaijan and 
Ukraine, in alignment) (PC.DEL/324/08), Slovenia-European Union 
(PC.DEL/324/08), Switzerland (PC.DEL/343/08), Ukraine (also on behalf of 
Azerbaijan) (PC.DEL/332/08), United States of America (PC.DEL/326/08), 
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Canada (PC.DEL/331/08), Norway (PC.DEL/335/08), Turkey, Uzbekistan, 
Russian Federation (PC.DEL/340/08 OSCE+), Chairperson 

 
Agenda item 3: DECISION ON THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATIONAL 

MODALITIES OF THE 2008 ANNUAL SECURITY 
REVIEW CONFERENCE (ASRC) 

 
Chairperson 

 
Decision: The Permanent Council adopted Decision No. 846 (PC.DEC/846), 
the text of which is appended to this journal, on the agenda and organizational 
modalities of the 2008 Annual Security Review Conference (ASRC). 

 
Agenda item 4: DECISION ON THE AGENDA, TIMETABLE AND 

ORGANIZATIONAL MODALITIES OF THE OSCE 
EXPERT CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN ILLICIT 
DRUGS AND CHEMICAL PRECURSORS 

 
Chairperson, United States of America 

 
Decision: The Permanent Council adopted Decision No. 847 (PC.DEC/847), 
the text of which is appended to this journal, on the agenda, timetable and 
organizational modalities of the OSCE Expert Conference on International 
Co-operation to Combat Trafficking in Illicit Drugs and Chemical Precursors. 

 
Agenda item 5: DECISION ON THE DATES OF THE 2008 FOLLOW-UP 

OSCE CONFERENCE ON PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIPS IN COUNTERING TERRORISM: 
PARTNERSHIP OF STATE AUTHORITIES, CIVIL 
SOCIETY AND THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN 
COMBATING TERRORISM 

 
Chairperson 

 
Decision: The Permanent Council adopted Decision No. 848 (PC.DEC/848), 
the text of which is appended to this journal, on the dates of the 2008 
Follow-Up OSCE Conference on Public-Private Partnerships in Countering 
Terrorism: Partnership of State Authorities, Civil Society and the Business 
Community in Combating Terrorism. 

 
Agenda item 6: REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 

CHAIRMAN-IN-OFFICE 
 

Announcement of the distribution of the report on the activities of the 
Chairman-in-Office (CIO.GAL/63/08): Chairperson 
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Agenda item 7: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
 

(a) Announcement of the distribution of the report of the Secretary General 
(SEC.GAL/80/08 OSCE+): Director of the Conflict Prevention Centre 

 
(b) South Eastern Europe regional Heads of Mission meeting, held in Vršac, 

Serbia, on 21 and 22 April 2008: Director of the Conflict Prevention Centre 
(SEC.GAL/80/08 OSCE+) 

 
(c) Visit of the Director of the Conflict Prevention to Moscow, from 16 to 

18 April 2008: Director of the Conflict Prevention Centre (SEC.GAL/80/08 
OSCE+) 

 
(d) Visit of a border management staff member of the Conflict Prevention Centre 

to Tajikistan, from 16 to 21 April 2008: Director of the Conflict Prevention 
Centre (SEC.GAL/80/08 OSCE+) 

 
(e) Visit of an Australian parliamentary delegation led by the President of the 

Senate, H.E. Alan Ferguson to the Secretariat on 17 April 2008: Director of 
the Conflict Prevention Centre (SEC.GAL/80/08 OSCE+) 

 
(f) Visit of a delegation from the Secretariat of the Peace and Security Council of 

the African Union to the Secretariat from 21 to 24 April 2008: Director of the 
Conflict Prevention Centre (SEC.GAL/80/08 OSCE+) 

 
(g) Annual internal co-ordination meeting of the OSCE anti-trafficking focal 

points, held in Vienna, on 21 and 22 April 2008: Director of the Conflict 
Prevention Centre (SEC.GAL/80/08 OSCE+) 

 
Agenda item 8: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
(a) Celebration of Orthodox Easter: Russian Federation (PC.DEL/342/08 

OSCE+), Holy See (PC.DEL/339/08), Ukraine 
 

(b) Eighteenth Meeting of the Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the 
Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Member States: Ukraine 
(PC.DEL/334/08) 

 
(c) Matters of procedure: Ukraine, Chairperson 

 
 
4. Next meeting: 
 

Wednesday, 30 April 2008, following the meeting of the Preparatory Committee at 
9 a.m., in the Neuer Saal
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DECISION No. 846 
AGENDA AND ORGANIZATIONAL MODALITIES OF THE 2008 

ANNUAL SECURITY REVIEW CONFERENCE (ASRC) 
 
 
 The Permanent Council, 
 
 Recalling Porto Ministerial Council Decision No. 3, on the Annual Security Review 
Conference, 
 
 Taking into account its Decision No. 838, on the dates of the 2008 Annual Security 
Review Conference, 
 
 Taking into account the recommendation of the Forum for Security Co-operation, 
 
 Decides to organize the 2008 Annual Security Review Conference in accordance with 
the programme, agenda and organizational modalities contained in the annexes to this 
decision.
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2008 ANNUAL SECURITY REVIEW CONFERENCE 
 

Vienna, 1 and 2 July 2008 
 
 

Programme 
 
Tuesday, 1 July 2008 
 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Opening session 
 
3–6 p.m. Working session I: Transnational challenges to security in the OSCE 

area 
 
 
Wednesday, 2 July 2008 
 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Working session II: The present state of arms control arrangements, 

CSBMs and the Security Dialogue in the OSCE area 
 
3–5.45 p.m. Working session III: Early warning, conflict prevention and resolution, 

crisis management and post-conflict rehabilitation, including the use of 
the relevant OSCE tools 

 
5.45–6.15 p.m. Closing session 
 
 

Agenda 
 
Opening session (1 July 2008, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.): 
 
 The opening session will set the stage for the Conference by looking back over the 
past few years and looking forward to the challenges that the OSCE will face in the future, 
under the theme “Challenges to co-operative security and OSCE responses”, taking into 
account the OSCE Strategy to Address Threats to Security and Stability in the Twenty-First 
Century adopted in 2003. This session will provide an opportunity for the participating States 
and other participants in the Conference to share their views on the current security situation 
in the OSCE area, as well as on the status of implementation of OSCE decisions and 
commitments and how they could comprehensively be made operational. 
 
Working session I: Transnational challenges to security in the OSCE area (1 July 2008, 
3–6 p.m.): 
 
 Working session I will focus on the implementation of OSCE decisions on combating 
terrorism, illicit trafficking of weapons and drugs and the fight against trafficking in human 
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beings. The session will discuss the operationalization of the Border Security and 
Management Concept (BSMC) and reflect on the application of the BSMC in response to 
Ministerial Council Decision No. 4/07 on OSCE engagement with Afghanistan and other 
relevant decisions. Further steps that need to be taken with regard to the BSMC may also be 
discussed. 
 
Working session II: The present state of arms control arrangements, CSBMs and the 
security dialogue in the OSCE area (2 July 2008, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.): 
 
 Working session II will assess the current politico-military situation, the OSCE’s 
response to emerging threats, and the value of the OSCE’s security dialogue, its arms control 
arrangements and the CSBMs in the OSCE area. The session will also address the future of 
existing arms control arrangements and CSBMs, and may make recommendations. 
 
Working session III: Early warning, conflict prevention and resolution, crisis 
management and post-conflict rehabilitation, including the use of relevant OSCE tools 
(2 July 2008, 3–5.45 p.m.): 
 
 Working session III will afford an opportunity to exchange views on issues related to 
conflicts in the OSCE area, including co-operation with other international organizations. The 
session will assess the efficiency of existing OSCE mechanisms and procedures, and discuss 
whether there is a need for new measures in this regard. 
 
Closing session (2 July 2008, 5.45–6.15 p.m.): 
 
 In the closing session, the Chairperson will present a first perception of the results of 
the working groups, as well as recommendations made at the Conference, and ways to follow 
up on them.
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ORGANIZATIONAL MODALITIES OF THE 
2008 ANNUAL SECURITY REVIEW CONFERENCE 

 
Vienna, 1 and 2 July 2008 

 
 
Background 
 
 The Tenth Meeting of the OSCE Ministerial Council, at Porto, by adopting its 
Decision No. 3, dated 7 December 2002, established the Annual Security Review Conference 
(ASRC) to provide a framework for enhancing security dialogue and for reviewing security 
work undertaken by the OSCE and its participating States, to provide an opportunity to 
exchange views on issues related to arms control and confidence- and security-building 
measures, and to promote the exchange of information and co-operation with relevant 
international and regional organizations and institutions. 
 
Organization 
 
 A representative of the Chairman-in-Office will chair the opening and closing 
sessions. The Secretariat will issue a journal of the Conference. 
 
 Each working session will have one moderator and at least one rapporteur. The 
rapporteur(s) will serve as co-ordinator(s) for preparing the session. 
 
 The FSC contribution to the ASRC includes the chairing of the second session by a 
member of the FSC troika or the Director of the Conflict Prevention Centre. 
 
 The Rules of Procedure of the OSCE will be followed, mutatis mutandis, at the 
Conference. Also, the Guidelines for Organizing OSCE Meetings (PC Decision No. 762) will 
be taken into account. 
 
 Interpretation from and into all six working languages of the OSCE will be provided 
at the opening, working and closing sessions. 
 
 The Chairmanship will co-ordinate the preparation of the ASRC with the FSC 
Chairpersons and the OSCE Secretariat. 
 
 The Chairman-in-Office will distribute a comprehensive report on the Conference 
before the summer recess. 
 
 The Press and Public Information Section (PPIS) will inform the press, as appropriate. 
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Participation 
 
 The participating States are encouraged to be represented at a high level, by senior 
officials responsible for security-related policy in the OSCE area. 
 
 The OSCE institutions will participate in the Conference, as will the 
Secretary General and the Conflict Prevention Centre (CPC). The OSCE Parliamentary 
Assembly and the Partners for Co-operation will be invited to participate. 
 
 The Chairmanship may also invite some heads of OSCE field operations to participate 
in the Conference. Consideration should be given to the possibility of inviting heads of field 
operations to be present as keynote speakers or moderators. 
 
 The international organizations that may be invited are the security-related 
organizations mentioned in Permanent Council Decision No. 807, of 1 November 2007. 
 
 Consideration is to be given to the possibility of inviting security-related scientific 
institutes, think-tanks of international standing, and NGOs to send keynote speakers or to be 
represented as members of national delegations. 
 
General guidelines for participants 
 
 The work of the ASRC will be conducted in five sessions. The opening session is 
intended to provide an opportunity for formal statements to be delivered and to set the stage 
for substantive, focused and interactive discussions at the working sessions. The opening 
session will include the welcoming remarks by the Chairman-in-Office or his representative 
and the report by the FSC Chairperson. The Chairmanship will explore the possibility of 
inviting a high-level special guest to open the Conference. 
 
 The working sessions will concentrate on one topic, introduced by one or two keynote 
speakers, whose addresses may be followed by a discussion of relevant subtopics that are 
mentioned in the agenda. 
 
 The aim is an interactive and free-flowing discussion. 
 
 In order to reinforce the effectiveness of security activities across all three dimensions 
of the OSCE, it is expected that, at each of the sessions, the interfaces of security, and also 
the question of co-operation with other international organizations, will be addressed. 
 
 To promote interactive discussion, the formal statements at the opening session and 
the interventions at the working sessions should be as concise as possible and should not 
exceed five minutes in length. Prior circulation of statements and interventions will enhance 
the possibility for engaging in discussion. 
 
 By 6 June 2008, the participants in the Conference should inform the OSCE 
Secretariat of the composition of their delegations to the ASRC, in response to the 
information circular regarding organizational aspects of the Conference which will be sent 
out by the OSCE Secretariat. 
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 By 20 June 2008, the participating States and other participants in the Conference are 
invited to submit any written contributions they may have, including those that contain 
reactions to the keynote speeches. 
 
 Written contributions should be submitted to the Conflict Prevention Centre (CPC), 
which will then distribute them. The information could also include contributions from OSCE 
institutions and other international organizations, if appropriate. 
 
Guidelines for keynote speakers 
 
 The contributions of the keynote speakers should be focused on the subject of the 
relevant session, thus setting the scene for the discussion at the sessions, and should stimulate 
debate among delegations by raising appropriate questions and suggesting potential 
recommendations based on OSCE realities. 
 
 The maximum available speaking time is 15 minutes per keynote speaker. 
 
 Keynote speakers should be present during the entire session at which they are 
speaking, and should be ready to engage in the debate following their presentation. 
 
 To enable delegations to prepare themselves, keynote speakers should provide a 
written contribution and their biographical synopsis to the CPC by 2 June 2008. In their 
presentations, keynote speakers should touch on the highlights of their written contribution. 
 
Guidelines for moderators and rapporteurs 
 
 The moderator chairs the session and should facilitate and focus the dialogue among 
delegations. The moderator should stimulate the debate by introducing items related to the 
subject of the opening and working sessions, as appropriate, in order to broaden or focus the 
scope of the discussion. 
 
 The rapporteurs’ written reports should address issues raised during the relevant 
sessions, and should cover problem areas, improvements, suggestions made at the session, 
and other relevant information. 
 
 Personal views shall not be advanced. 
 
Guidelines for the participation of other international organizations 
 
 International organizations may participate in all the sessions. They are invited to 
concentrate their contributions on aspects of co-operation with the OSCE within the scope of 
the relevant session. 
 
 International organizations should provide factual information, useful for the 
participants of the ASRC, to the CPC by 2 June 2008. 
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DECISION No. 847 
AGENDA, TIMETABLE AND ORGANIZATIONAL MODALITIES 
OF THE OSCE EXPERT CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL 

CO-OPERATION TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN 
ILLICIT DRUGS AND CHEMICAL PRECURSORS 

 
 
 The Permanent Council, 
 
 In implementation of its Decision No. 813 on combating the threat of illicit drugs and 
precursors endorsed by Ministerial Council Decision No. 4/07, 
 
 Taking into account its Decision No. 843 on the dates of the OSCE Expert 
Conference on International Co-operation to Combat Trafficking in Illicit Drugs and 
Chemical Precursors, 
 
 Approves the agenda, timetable and organizational modalities of the above-mentioned 
Expert Conference contained in the annex to this decision; 
 
 Tasks the Strategic Police Matters Unit (SPMU) and the Conflict Prevention Centre 
(CPC) with developing, in co-operation with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) and other relevant international institutions, a detailed annotated agenda for the 
OSCE Expert Conference on International Co-operation to Combat Trafficking in Illicit 
Drugs and Chemical Precursors. 
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AGENDA, TIMETABLE AND ORGANIZATIONAL MODALITIES 
OF THE OSCE EXPERT CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL 

CO-OPERATION TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN 
ILLICIT DRUGS AND CHEMICAL PRECURSORS 

 
Vienna, 17 and 18 July 2008 

 
 

I. Agenda and timetable 
 
Thursday, 17 July 2008 
 
2.30–3 p.m.  Opening session 
 
3–5.30 p.m. Session 1: Countering illicit trafficking in Afghan opiates in the OSCE 

area 
 

— Discussion 
 
5.30–6.30 p.m. Reception — Hofburg 
 
 
Friday, 18 July 2008 
 
9–10.30 a.m. Session 2: Combating synthetic drugs and precursors in the OSCE area 
 
10.30–11 a.m.  Coffee break 
 
11 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. Session 2: Combating synthetic drugs and precursors in the OSCE area 

(continued) 
 

— Discussion 
 
12.30–2 p.m.  Lunch provided at the Hofburg 
 
2–4.30 p.m. Session 3: International and regional co-operation in fighting illicit 

drugs trafficking and supply 
 

— Discussion 
 
4.30–5 p.m.  Closing session 
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II. Organizational Modalities 
 
 The opening session will be chaired by the Senior Police Adviser. 
 
 Each of the working sessions will have an additional moderator and the SPMU will 
provide rapporteurs. 
 
 The Rules of Procedure of the OSCE will be followed, mutatis mutandis, at the Expert 
Conference. Also, the guidelines for organizing OSCE meetings (Permanent Council 
Decision No. 762) will be taken into account. 
 
 Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in the OSCE official languages (English, 
French, German, Italian, Russian and Spanish). 
 
 A comprehensive report on the Expert Conference will be distributed by the 
Secretary General no later than six weeks after the Expert Conference. 
 
 The press will be informed by the Press and Public Information Section (PPIS), as 
appropriate. In view of the sensitivity of the issues to be discussed, proceedings of the Expert 
Conference will not be open to the general public or to the media. 
 
 

III. Participation 
 
 Three-member delegations from participating States will be invited and will ideally 
include officials and practitioners from the participating States who are directly involved in 
international co-operation in fighting the threat of illicit drugs and chemical precursors. 
 
 Vienna-based delegates from OSCE participating States are also welcome to attend. 
 
 Relevant OSCE institutions will be invited to the Expert Conference as will the 
Partners for Co-operation and the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. 
 
 Other international organizations, involved in international co-operation in fighting 
the threat of illicit drugs will also be invited. 
 
Guidelines for speakers 
 
 To facilitate discussion within time constraints, presentations will be limited to 
15–20 minutes and interventions/questions from the floor to five minutes. Participants are 
encouraged to share their experiences in international and regional co-operation in fighting 
the production of and trafficking in illicit drugs and to identify needs and ways of possible 
improvement in this area, and to utilize panel experts as resources for enhancing legal 
co-operation in fighting illicit drugs. 
 
 To promote interactive discussion, formal statements in the opening session and 
interventions in the working sessions should be as concise as possible and should not exceed 
five minutes. 
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Guidelines regarding deadlines for submission and distribution of written contributions 
and factual information 
 
 By 1 July 2008, the participants in the Expert Conference should, via their national 
delegations only, inform the SPMU of the composition of their delegations in response to the 
invitation that will have been sent out by the OSCE Secretariat. 
 
 By 10 July 2008, participating States and other participants in the Expert Conference 
are invited to submit any written contributions they may have. 
 
 Written contributions and factual information should be submitted to the SPMU, 
which will then distribute them. This information could also include contributions from 
OSCE institutions and other international organizations, if appropriate. 
 
 The OSCE Secretariat will not be in a position to translate written contributions; only 
conference proceedings will be simultaneously interpreted into the OSCE official languages, 
as mentioned above. 
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DECISION No. 848 
DATES OF THE 2008 FOLLOW-UP OSCE CONFERENCE ON 

PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS IN COUNTERING TERRORISM: 
PARTNERSHIP OF STATE AUTHORITIES, CIVIL SOCIETY AND 

THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN COMBATING TERRORISM 
 
 
 The Permanent Council, 
 
 Taking into account Ministerial Council Decision No. 5/07 on Public-Private 
Partnerships in Countering Terrorism, 
 
 Decides that the 2008 Follow-Up OSCE Conference on Public-Private Partnerships in 
Countering Terrorism: Partnership of State Authorities, Civil Society and the Business 
Community in Combating Terrorism will take place in Vienna on 15 and 16 September 2008. 
 

 


