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EU Statement on the Sentencing of Ilgar Mammadov and 
Tofiq Yaqublu on Charges of Staging Riots in Ismayili, 

Azerbaijan  
 

Mr Chairman, the European Union would like to draw the attention of the 

Permanent Council to the statement by the EU HR Ashton and Commissioner 

Füle, on 20 March 2014, on the sentencing of Ilgar Mammadov and Tofiq 

Yaqublu on charges of staging riots in Ismayili, Azerbaijan:  

 

"The High Representative and the Commissioner have learned with concern 

that opposition politicians Ilgar Mammadov and Tofiq Yaqublu have been 

sentenced to long terms in prison by the Court in Sheki Azerbaijan, despite 

serious misgivings on the part of the international community over the fairness 

of their trials. 

The High Representative and Commissioner note with regret that the verdicts 

against Mr Mammadov and Mr Yaqublu appear politically motivated, contrary 

to Azerbaijan's international commitments as a member of the Council of 

Europe. The High Representative and Commissioner call upon Azerbaijan to 

do more to ensure the independence of the judiciary, in keeping with their 

responsibility as upcoming chair of the Council of Europe's Committee of 

Ministers." 

 

The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 
MONTENEGRO*, ICELAND+, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and 
Potential Candidate ALBANIA, and the EFTA country NORWAY, member of the European 
Economic Area, align themselves with this statement. 

* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Montenegro continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 

+ Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

PC.DEL/347/14
27 March 2014

ENGLISH only


