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What is the  Mekong Club? 

A catalyst for change –  engaging,  
inspiring and supporting the private 
sector to lead in the fight against modern 
slavery. 
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COUNTRY POPULATION INTERNET 
USERS (2000) 

INTERNET 
USERS 

(MARCH 2019) 

PENETRATION FACEBOOK 
USERS (DEC 

2017) 

BANGLADESH 168,065,920 100,000 92,061,000 54.8 % 28,000,000 

CHINA 1,420,062,022 22,500,000 829,000,000 58.4% 1,800,000 

INDIA 1,368,737,513 5,000,000 560,000,000 40.9 % 251,000,000 

INDONESIA 269,536,482 2,000,000 143,260,000 53.2% 130,000,000 

PHILIPPINES 108,106,310 2,000,000 67,000,000 62.0% 62,000,000 

Asia, 
50.40% 

Rest of the 
world, 

49.60% 

Internet Users in Asia - March 
2019 

Source: https://www.internetworldstats.com/stats3.htm#asia 

https://www.internetworldstats.com/stats3.htm#asia


 
Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-46610882  

Cybersex industry – North Korean defector case 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-46610882


 

Cybersex industry and exploitation of children – Philippines case 



 

Online illegal adoptions – China case  



 

Voluntourism – Cambodia case 



 
Source: International organization for Migration (IOM) 

Labour exploitation – migration and recruitment process 



 

Overseas job portal example (Philippines) 



 

Recruitment process: Asymmetrical exchange of information 



 
Source: Facebook open page. The images are for example  
purposes only and do not entail a case of human trafficking. 

Sharing sensitive data: Domestic helper job Facebook page example 



 Source: Facebook open page. The images are for example purposes only and 
do not entail a case of human trafficking. 

Sharing sensitive data: Domestic helper job Facebook page example 



 Source: South China Morning Post – China's new trend: 'pretending to fly’ 
The images are for example purpose and do not relate to a case of human trafficking 

Fabrication and deception: easily done, hard to spot 



 

Trend: Job automation may increase slavery risk in South-East Asia 

Source: International Organization for Migration, Verisk Maplecroft 

https://www.maplecroft.com/insights/analysis/slavery-and-labour-abuses-in-se-asia-to-spiral-due-to-automation/


 

Turning a liability into an asset: some of our projects 



 THANK YOU! 

Contact: 
silvia.mera@themekongclub.org 
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