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16th OSCE Economic and Environmental Forum

Maritime and inland waterways co-operation in the OSCE area: Increasing security and protecting the environment
Vienna, 28-29 January 2008

Dear Ministers,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
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It is my great honour and pleasure to have the opportunity to address you, as well as to wish you all successful work within the frames of the Forum.

I am certain that this event will be fruitful and that the exchange of our experiences will enrich the discussions itself.

The Republic of Macedonia is rapidly advancing on the path of political and economic reforms towards strengthening the democratic society and the open market economy. The result is political and economic stability which provides much room for growth.

In this occasion, I would like to point out that the Republic of Macedonia, after obtaining the status of a candidate state of the European Union, will be one step closer to the opening of the EU funds as well as the other International Financial Institutions, which represents an opportunity for investments in the overall transport domain, which should be developed on a continuous basis. 
As you know, in these days of fast changes and global information, the issues related to the transport domain, and in particular to the inland waterways, become more and more globally common, thus making it everyday object of discussion.

Now, I would like to briefly introduce you to the current state of play in reference with the inland waterways issue in the Republic of Macedonia – its current development and undertook steps towards its further upgrading, including the legislation framework.
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I. Inland waterways at natural and artificial lakes in the Republic of Macedonia

Inland waterways navigation is carried out in the Republic of Macedonia on natural and artificial lakes. Currently, there is no river navigation since there are no open navigable routes.

Natural lakes navigation at natural lakes is most intensive in the period May – October. The navigation is performed with vessels category ship with capacity of 45 to 150 passenger seats.  These vessels are used for commercial purposes.

Navigation is performed on artificial lakes exclusively for sports and recreation or sport angling. The navigation is rather perilous in terms of the respective depth due to the water level variation.
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II. Normative-legal regulations of the inland waterways in the Republic of Macedonia
After the Republic of Macedonia became an independent state, the inland waterways domain was regulated with the Law on Inland Waterways, adopted in 2000. The respective bylaws were prepared on the basis of this Law. In order to fully define the inland waterways area, activities were undertaken so as to harmonize the national with the EU regulation.
Therefore, the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia in 2007 adopted a new Law on Inland Waterways.

1. This Law regulates the inland waterways and the navigation safety on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia, the manner and conditions for use and protection of waterways, ports, swimming areas, identification, registration of vessels, vessels crew, actions in case of navigation accidents, supervision and other issues related to the inland waterways navigation.
During the preparation of the Law, EU Directives were considered for the purposes of harmonization of the national with the EU acquis:

· Council Directive 82/714/EEC laying down technical requirements for inland waterway vessels;
· COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 96/50/EC on the harmonization of the conditions for obtaining national boatmasters' certificates for the carriage of goods and passengers by inland waterway in the Community;
· COUNCIL DIRECTIVE on reciprocal recognition of navigability licenses for inland waterway vessels (76/135/EEC).
The Government of the Republic of Macedonia authorized Germanischer Lloyd to perform services for vessels registered in the vessels registry, run by the Port Authority, thus implementing the Law as regards the technical vessels inspection. 
2. Pursuant to the Law on Inland Waterways, so as to further align the national with the EU acquis, the following bylaws were prepared:
Rulebook on rules, signals and marks for safe and proper inland waterways navigation; and

Rulebook on the number and composition of crew members for safe and proper inland waterways vessels navigation depending on the engines.
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3. Till the end of 2008, the remaining bylaws deriving from the Law have to be adopted. I can mention the following as more important ones:
· Rulebook on the plan and programme for obtaining title and authorization, method of taking exams, form and content of the certificate for the acquired title and authorization;

· Rulebook on the form and content of boat logbooks;
· Rulebook on logbooks and license for boarding on ships;
· Rulebook on the construction, navigable features and other devices and equipment, manner of keeping the boat registry, form with content of navigable licenses and registration boat mark;
· Regulation for arrival with foreign vessels foreseen for recreational purposes and sports on lakes in the Republic of Macedonia.
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III. International cooperation – regional experiences
The geographic position of the natural lakes creates possibilities for international cooperation between the neighboring countries of the Republic of Macedonia. Namely, Ohrid Lake covers an area of 358,2 km2, of which 2/3 belong to the Republic of Macedonia, and 1/3 belongs to the Republic of Albania. Prespa Lake covers an area of 285,40 m2, of which 2/3 belong to the Republic of Macedonia, and the rest belongs to the Republic of Albania and the Republic of Greece, and the Dojran Lake covers an area of 42,7 km2, of which 2/3 belong to the Republic of Macedonia, and 1/3 to the Republic of Greece.
So far, the regional cooperation between the inland waterways neighboring countries and the Republic of Macedonia is not established.

Recently, working groups, established by the Republic of Macedonia and the Republic of Albania, have initiated activities for establishment of an inter-state line at the Ohrid Lake. The meetings of the respective working groups are aimed towards maintenance of the line while complying with the international standards.

The regional cooperation with the Republic of Greece has not commenced.
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IV. Scope and responsibility of the Port Authority
Pursuant to the Law on Inland Waterways, the safety in inland waterways navigation is responsibility of the Port Authority, which is located in Ohrid and is responsible for: technical and expert activities in the navigation safety area, issuance of approvals for sports and other types of inland waterways events and approvals for use of inland waterways, ports and swimming areas, maintenance of a boat registry, issuing of logbooks and licenses, and other inland waterways-related activities.

The Ministry of Transport and Communications supervises the enforcement of the provisions from the Law, while the inland waterways safety is responsibility of the inspectors.
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V. Summary of the reforms implemented in the inland waterways
In the context of the afore-mentioned, it is my pleasure to emphasize that the Republic of Macedonia has achieved significant progress in terms of alignment of the national with the EU acquis.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

We have covered a lot of subjects, including infrastructure, aligned legislation, environmental protection and security. Much has been achieved, but much more needs to be done in order to achieve the goals we have set. 

I believe that any maritime endeavor requires a strong team effort, and that also applies to all the subjects I have just mentioned.
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Thank you for your attention.

