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The WCO in brief…....

On 15 October 2007 :   171 Members

2 official languages : English/French

WCO Headquarters : Brussels, Belgium

Budget for financial year 2007/8: € 14 million
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FRAMEWORK OF STANDARDS TO 

SECURE AND

FACILITATE GLOBAL TRADE 

(June 2005)
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Objectives of the Framework of Standards

Establish standards that provide supply chain 
security and facilitation to goods being traded 
internationally;

Enable integrated supply chain management for all 
modes of transport;

Promote co-operation between the Customs and 
business communities.
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The Core Principles

Advance electronic information

Risk management 

Outbound inspection 

Business partnerships
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INTEGRATED BORDER MANAGEMENT

Multiplicity of agencies at the border
Consider joint controls, common facility, joint use of 
equipment,…
Adoption of international standards / Transparency 
Single Window
Coordination of controls with neighbouring and 
trading countries
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International Convention on 

the Simplification and Harmonization 

of Customs Procedures 

(as amended, 2006)
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Revised Kyoto Convention

- Blueprint for Modern and efficient Customs in the 
21st century

- Maintaining controls while focusing on trade 
facilitation

- Eliminating divergence between the Customs 
procedures and practices
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Higher transparency and 
predictability

Standardized and 
simplified documents

Minimum requests and 
intervention

Divorce of release from 
clearance

Use of risk assessment

Specially simplified 
procedures for 
authorized traders

Maximum use of 
information technology

Co-operation with other 
agencies and foreign 
counterparts

Partnership with the trade

Revised Kyoto Convention
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Thierry Piraux

Telephone : +32 (0)2 209 93 44
Fax  : +32 (0)2 209 94 93

thierry.piraux@wcoomd.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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