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1. Projects on combating anti-Semitism 

1.1. Letter to the heads of state of the OSCE participating states 

In my two Reports to the Permanent Council in 2007 I informed you about the letter I 
wrote to the heads of state of the OSCE participating states inquiring about efforts 
undertaken to combat antisemitism. A follow-up letter I sent on April 21, 2008 wielded 
a number of additional answers. As of today I received answers from 30 of the OSCE 
participating states informing me about the general situation of the Jewish community 
in the respective countries and highlighting efforts to combat antisemitism and pro-
mote tolerance. Overall the answers have been very positive and encouraging. A 
great number of OSCE participating states is very active in combating antisemitism 
by means of education, law enforcement and promotion of Jewish life and culture. Al-
though not adopted as it stands, the working definition of antisemitism by ODIHR and 
FRA provides a basis for law enforcement concerning hate crimes in many states. 

Besides the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Antisemitism in Great Britain, which I 
highlighted as a best practice in my report last year, the answers I received wielded 
an overview of further noteworthy measures: Canada and Finland are at the forefront 
of establishing nation-wide, standardized systems of data collection on hate crimes; 
in the Czech Republic crimes against Jews and the Jewish life are registered sepa-
rately. Sweden has an Ombudsman against Ethnic Discrimination while the United 
States of America established a Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism 
in 2004, who released his report in March 2008. In the Czech Republic an interminis-
terial commission was convened to fight against extremism, racism, and xenophobia 
while the French President established an Interministerial Commission for Combating 
Racism and Antisemitism (CILRA).  Spain sets another interesting example with its 
National Commission against Violence in Sports and the Surveillance Bureau for Vio-
lence, Racism and Xenophobia in Sports. 

Yet other countries have established National Action Plans to fight xenophobia and 
discrimination including measures in areas like education, monitoring and interrelig-
ious dialogue. I regard this as a positive sign that most of the OSCE Participating 
States are aware of the problem and very determined in combating anti-Semitism 
across the board. 

 

1.2. Expert Forum on Combating Antisemitism in the German 
Bundestag 

On my initiative an expert forum was held in the German Bundestag on January 25, 
2008 to coincide with the International Holocaust Remembrance Day. This confer-
ence brought together experts on the topic of anti-Semitism coming from different 
backgrounds – academia, parliaments, and civil society. German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel was present to give a keynote speech on the importance of combating an-
tisemitism and sharing best practices. Recent developments concerning anti-
Semitism in different social contexts as well as best practices to combat such phe-
nomena were discussed in four plenary sessions: 

1) Education on the Holocaust and Antisemitism 
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2) Antisemitic Tendencies in Football (Soccer) and Successful Strategies to 
Combat Them 

3) Antisemitic Tendencies in the Academic Context and Successful Strategies to 
Combat Them 

4) The Role of Europe's Parliaments in Combating Antisemitism 

 

1.3. Hearing of the Committee of the Interior in the German 
Bundestag on “Antisemitism in Germany” 

One outcome of the expert forum on combating anti-Semitism was the expressed will 
by many members of the Bundestag to have a hearing in one of the standing commit-
tees on anti-Semitism in Germany. I encouraged my colleague in the SPD group, 
Sebastian Edathy as the chairman of the Committee of the Interior to have a com-
mitte hearing on that issue. The hearing took place on June 16, 2008. It assembled a 
number of experts on anti-Semitism that shared their insights and discussed the is-
sue with the members of the Committee of the Interior. 

The following agenda items were discussed: 

1) anti-Semitism in Germany - current developments 

2) The role of the Federal State in combating anti-Semitism 

3) The role of security authorities in combating anti-Semitism 

4) Expectations of the Jewish community and actors of the civil society 

 

1.4. Side Event on Antisemitism at the HDIM in Warsaw 

At the annual OSCE Human Dimension Implementation Meeting in Warsaw I con-
vened a side event on anti-Semitism that highlighted current developments Lithuania 
and Poland. The event was attended by members of the official delegations of the 
OSCE participating states and representatives of various NGOs. 

Speakers at the event were Rabbi Andrew Baker, director of International Jewish Af-
fairs of the American Jewish Committee (AJC) Norbert Hinterleitner, Adviser on Anti-
Semitism Issues at ODIHR, Dr. Jolanta Ambrosewicz-Jacobs, Head of the Research 
Section for Holocaust Studies at the Centre of European Studies (Jagiellonian Uni-
versity in Krakow) and Ruta Puisyte, assistant executive director of the Vilnius Yid-
dish Institute. 

 

1.5. All-Party Motion in the German Bundestag - “Strengthening the 
fight against antisemitism, continuing promotion of Jewish life 
in Germany” 

On November 4, 2008 all parties in the German Bundestag supported a motion on 
combating anti-Semitism and continuing to foster Jewish life in Germany. The motion 
calls for the application of the OSCE working definition of Antisemitism by law en-
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forcement authorities, a periodic report on anti-Semitism in Germany to be compiled 
by an expert committee, financial support for Jewish academic, cultural and social in-
stitutions, continued support for successful pilot projects, increased pedagogic efforts 
to teach about Jews, Israel and the very cornerstones of our democracy, as well as 
intensified efforts to halt the distribution of anti-semitic agitation via satellite pro-
grammes. The following is an inofficial translation of the original motion. 
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1.6. Letter to the Ministers of Education of the German Federal 
States 

In order to promote the widespread use of the Teaching Material on combating an-
tisemitism that have been developed by ODIHR in cooperation with the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, I wrote to all the State Ministers for Education of the German 
Federal States. Education lies within the sole competency of the individual states and 
because of this I urged the Ministers for Education to promote the use of these mate-
rials among teachers and referred to the website where the material can be ordered 
for free. It is very encouraging that the "Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung" (Fed-
eral Center for Political Education) could report that by October 2008 10.000 copies 
of the Teaching Materials  and 3.500 copies of the Hand-outs had already been or-
dered by individuals. 

 

2. Overview of further activities 

2.1. Coordination Meetings 

10.01.2008 Meeting of the Personal Represent-
taives with the Finnish OSCE 
Chairmanship 

Vienna Coordination 
Meeting 

 

26.02.2008 Meeting with the Finnish OSCE 
Chairmanship and ODIHR 

Warsaw Coordination 
Meeting 

 

2.2. Visits 

23.-
24.10.2008 

Ukraine: Implementation of Teach-
ing Materials and meeting with Min-
istries (with ODIHR Adviser on Anti-
Semitism issues, Mr. Norbert Hinter-
leitner) 

Ukraine Visit 

 

The talks in Kiev focused on the OSCE commitments by Ukraine on tolerance and 
non-discrminiation of minorities. One focal point was the introduction of Teaching Ma-
terials on anti-Semitism, which were developed by Ukrainian experts specifically for 
history lessons in the Ukraine. I also took part in the "Kyiv Talks" that this year dealt 
with "History and Politics of Remenbrance in Ukraine and Europe". 

All dialogue partners stressed the importance of combating anti-Semitism and xeno-
phobia and assured their support in the implementation of OSCE projects.  
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Agenda 
 
Thursday, October 23rd 
 
14.00-15.00 Meeting with Viktor Kryzhanivskyi (Deputy Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and Special Representative of Ukraine for Transnistrian 
Settlement  

 
16.30-17.30 Meeting with Olena Kuznyetsova (Department for International 

Cooperation and European Integration at the Ministry of Educa-
tion) & 
Kasymyr Levkivskij (Deputy Director of the Institute for Informa-
tion Technonology and Content of Education) 
 

18.30-19.30 Meeting with Dr. Anatoly Podolsky (Ukrainian Center for Holo-
caust Studies) and Mr. Oleksandr Voytenko (All Ukrainian Asso-
ciation for History teachers – Nova Doba) to discuss their ongo-
ing co-operation with ODIHR on the development and implemen-
tation of an Ukrainian version of the ODIHR teaching tools on 
anti-Semitism. 

 
20.30 Participation at Welcome Reception for the Kievan Talks 

(Marijnski Palace) 
 
Friday, October 24th 
 
10.00 -11.00 Meeting with Jaroslaw Sawtschyn (Ukraine Security Service, 

Head of Department for Combating Antisemitism and Xenopho-
bia) 

 
11.15-12.15 Meeting with the OSCE Project Coordinator in Ukraine, Ambas-

sador Lubomir Kopaj and Mr. Todd Becker, Senior Project Man-
ager. 

 
12.30 Reception by Ambassador Dr. Hans-Jürgen Heimsoeth; Meeting 

with representatives of NGOs, the Jewish community, Ukrainian 
Ministries and the OSCE 

 
Outcome of the meetings: 
 

§ agreement with the Ministry of Education (MoE) to work on a Memorandum of 
Understanding between ODIHR and the MoE 

§ establishment of a working contact with the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 

§ establishment of working contact with NGOs 

§ discussion of future co-operation with ODIHR project partners 
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2.3. Participation in OSCE/ODIHR conferences and meetings 

21.-
22.02.2008 

OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 
Winter Meeting 

Vienna OSCE PA 

 

02.06.2008 Presentation of ODIHR Teaching 
Materials on Antisemitism 

Berlin Presentation 

 

At the invitation of the "Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung" (bpb, Federal Center 
for Political Education) and the Federal Foreign Office, the German version of the 
Teaching Materials on antisemitism were presented to the public in Berlin on June 
2nd 2008 on the occasion of their publication by the bpb. The materials were deve l-
oped by the Center for Research on Antisemitism at the Technical University Berlin 
and the Fritz Bauer Institute in cooperation with ODIHR and the Anne Frank House in 
Amsterdam. 

Dr. Juliane Wetzel of the Center for Research on Antisemitism moderated a panel 
discussion on "Commitment to combating anti-Semitism" with Dr. Susanne Reichrath, 
State Secretary for Education, Family, Women and Culture of the Saarland, Prof. Dr. 
Wolfgang Benz of the Center for Research on Antisemitism, Dr. Harald Geiss of the 
Federal Center for Political Education in Bonn, Norbert Hinterleitner, Adviser on anti-
Semitism at ODIHR, and myself. 

 
 

17.06.2008 Conference of the Finnish Chai-
manship: ODIHR Meeting of the Na-
tional Points of Contact on Hate 
Crimes 

Helsinki Conference 

 

29.06.-
03.07.2008 

OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 
Summer Meeting 

Astana OSCE PA 

 

27.-
28.10.2008 

OSCE Mediterranean Conference Amman Conference 

 

On October 28th I took part in the Session on "The OSCE’s human rights and tole r-
ance commitments and their relevance to the Mediterranean region" at the OSCE 
Mediterranean Conference in Amman, Jordania. The session was moderated by HE 
Mr. Ian Cliff, United Kingdom Delegation to the OSCE; Ms. Entela Gjika from Albania 
served as Rapporteur. The session focused on: 

§ Applying OSCE commitments on combating intolerance and discrimination to 
promote mutual respect and understanding; 
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§ Inter-cultural dialogue, including as a conflict prevention tool in the Mediterra-
nean region; 

§ National human rights institutions and the role of civil society in the protection 
of human rights, with special focus on migrants; 

§ The role of civil society in supporting reforms, economic, social, and cultural 
development and the democratic process, exchange of views on the experi-
ence of the OSCE participating States and the Mediterranean Partners for 
Co-operation. 

Speakers at the session included Ms. Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, Director General of 
Education, Culture and Heritage, Youth and Sport; Council of Europe Coordinator on 
Inter-cultural dialogue and H.E. Dr. Muhyieddeen Touq, Jordan Human Rights Com-
missioner. Ambassador Ömür Orhun, Personal Representative of the OSCE CiO on 
Combating Intolerance and Discrimination against Mus lims and myself served as dis-
cussants. 

 

2.4. Participation in conferences, meetings, and round tables 

29.01.2008 Hearing of the U.S. Helsinki Com-
mission "Taking Stock: Combating 
Antisemitism in the OSCE Region" 

Washington, 
D.C. 

Hearing 

 

This was the first of a series of hearings by the Helsinki Commission of the U.S. 
House of Representatives focused on reviewing efforts to monitor and combat anti-
Semitic activities throughout the OSCE region. Together with Dr. Kathrin Meyer, then 
Adviser on Anti-Semitism Issues at ODIHR, I served as a witness to the members of 
the Helsinki Commission. 
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Statement by Prof. Gert Weisskirchen 
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24.-
25.02.2008 

International Conference of the 
Global Forum for Combating An-
tisemitism 

Jerusalem Conference 

 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Jerusalem and the Ministry of Social Affairs and Ser-
vices and for Diaspora Affairs invited to an international conference on combating an-
tisemitism. In a number of plenary sessions, experts from around the world discussed 
a variety of subjects: anti-Semitism under the disguise of anti-Zionism, government 
and parliamentarian actions, anti-Semitism in the Muslim and Arab world, an-
tisemitism in the media and the internet, anti-Semitism in the media and extreme lib-
eral left circles, anti-Semitism in international organizations and human rights groups, 
as well as best practices. I served as Rapporteur at the Honorary Opening of this 
conference. 

 

 
 

 

28.02.2008 Conference "Education after 
Auschwitz – today" 

Mannheim Conference 

 

In cooperation with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation I organized a conference on "Edu-
cation after Auschwitz – today" as part of the series "Forum Challenges of Democ-
racy". Various experts reported on and discussed issues like democratic education to 
moral courage, the Holocaust in curriculae, educational projects with Youths and 
other topics. 
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16.04.2008 Speech on "Antisemitism in Europe" 
at Hebrew College in Boston (Yale 
Initiative for the Interdisciplinary 
Study of Antisemitism) 

Yale, Boston Seminar, 
Speech 

 

18.09.2008 Regional Conference on Combating 
Antisemitism by the Foreign Ministry 
of Romania 

Bucharest Conference 

 

At the invitation of H.E. Mr. Lazar Comanescu, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Roma-
nia, a regional conference on combating anti-Semitism was held in Bucharest that 
brought together officials from the EU and the OSCE as well as representatives of 
NGOs. Current issues relating to anti-Semitism were discussed at four plenary ses-
sion that dealt with combating anti-Semitism  at the national level, legislative meas-
ures, the role of police and law enforcement bodies and the role of education and the 
mass media in addressing this problem. 
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