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EXPERTS’ BIOS 
 

Maria Ordzhonikidze 

Ms. Ordzhonikidze is a Director of the London-based Justice for Journalists Foundation 

that educates media workers about safety and security, and funds investigations into 

violent crimes against journalists. Ms Ordzhonikidze has authored researches, articles and 

spoke at conferences and round-tables on subjects concerning sociological and political 

trends, international relations and global security. She holds an MA in Sociology from the 

Moscow State University and an MA in Intelligence and Security from the London Brunel 

University. 

 

Guy Berger 

Mr. Berger is a PhD in Philosophy and Political Studies. Before his current endeavors as an 

Independent consultant, Mr. Berger served as the Director for Policies and Strategies in 

the field of Communications and Information at UNESCO, and headed the School of 

Journalism and Media Studies at Rhodes University, South Africa. 

 

Renate Schroeder 

Ms. Renate Schroeder is the Director of the European Federation of Journalists. She has 

longstanding experience in, inter alia, representation and advocacy, policy drafting, media 

literacy, journalists’ rights and safety of journalists. Ms. Schroeder studied International 

Relations and Political Science at Boston University and in Berlin. 

 

Maria Lúcia Amaral  

Ms. Amaral is a Portuguese lawyer, university professor, politician and judge. She was 

vice-president of the Constitutional Court of Portugal and is the country’s 10th 



 

 

Ombudsperson - being the first woman ever to hold this post.  MA in Legal and Political 

Sciences and PhD in Constitutional Law, Ms. Lucia Amaral is also a professor at the NOVA 

University’s Faculty of Law. 

 

Sara K Torsner 

A Postdoctoral Research Associate with the Centre for Freedom of the Media located at 

the Department of Journalism Studies at the University of Sheffield, Ms. Torsner works as 

the co-ordinator of the UNESCO Chair on Media Freedom, Journalism Safety and the Issue 

of Impunity. She is also co-ordinator of the Journalism Safety Research Network. As part 

of her recent activities, she has been a co-investigator at an interdisciplinary research 

project that aims to strengthen current monitoring of violations against journalists in line 

with SDG 16.10.1. 

 

Sarah Clarke 

Ms. Clarke is the Head of Europe and Central Asia Team at ARTICLE 19, an international 

human rights organization that works to defend and promote freedom of expression and 

information worldwide. An MSc in International Law at the University of Oxford, she is 

also an expert at the Columbia Global Free Expression Initiative, and a member of the 

Steering Committee at the Coalition Against SLAPPs in Europe. 

  

 

 

 

 


