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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
(204th PLENARY MEETING)

1.

Date: Monday, 18 January 1999
Opened:
11.15 a.m.
Suspended: 11.40 a.m.
Resumed: 12.25 p.m.
Closed:
1.10 p.m.

2.

Chairman: Mr. K. Eide

3.

Subjects discussed - Statements - Decisions:
Agenda item 1:

REPORT BY THE DEPUTY HEAD OF THE KOSOVO
VERIFICATION MISSION DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

Chairman, Deputy Head of the Kosovo Verification Mission Democratic
Development Department, Director of the Conflict Prevention Centre
Agenda item 2:

STATEMENT ON KOSOVO

Chairman, Russian Federation, Germany-European Union (also on behalf of
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, the
Slovak Republic, Slovenia and the Czech Republic) (PC.DEL/20/99), Turkey,
United States of America (PC.DEL/19/99), Albania, Canada, Switzerland,
Slovenia, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Armenia
Chairman’s statement: The Chairman made a statement on Kosovo, the text
of which is annexed to this Journal.
Agenda item 3:

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Procedural matters: Chairman
4.

Next meeting:
Thursday, 21 January 1999, at 10 a.m., in the Neuer Saal
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CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT

The Chairman of the Permanent Council of the OSCE, following today’s discussion in
the Permanent Council, expresses shock over the killings of ethnic Albanian civilians in
southern Kosovo on Friday, 15 January. He condemns these atrocities, which the OSCE
mission has determined were committed by FRY military and police against unarmed
civilians.
All available information indicates that many of the victims of the latest atrocities
were brutally executed. A full investigation must be carried out by the FRY authorities and
by the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia to bring those responsible
for this tragedy to full account. In this context, the FRY authorities must without delay give
Prosecutor Louise Arbour and ICTY experts full access to the scene of the violence as well as
to the suspects.
The latest violence is by far the worst setback to the ongoing efforts to solve the
Kosovo crisis since the 16 October agreement between Foreign Ministers Geremek and
Jovanovic and constitutes a clear violation of this agreement. As a result of this violence
several thousand inhabitants have fled the area. There is now a climate of fear in Kosovo, in
particular among the displaced persons and those who have returned to their villages. The
prospects of sustainable return, which the KVM – together with the UNHCR – has done
much to promote, have been damaged. It is now essential that a climate of security be
re-established to promote the return process and prevent further displacement.
The FRY must put an immediate end to its use of force in Kosovo. The parties must
comply immediately with the ceasefire. They must now demonstrate restraint and abstain
from violence and retaliation, which can only lead to more suffering and destruction.
The security of verifiers is of paramount importance to the OSCE and to the
functioning of the KVM. The 15 January attack on OSCE verifiers is to be condemned. The
OSCE Mission will, with the full support of the Permanent Council, fulfil its role in
promoting stability and dialogue. All parties must firmly respect the commitments they have
undertaken. The FRY has not complied with the Geremek/Jovanovic agreement; it must be
fully implemented. The legitimate requests of the KVM must be met. The ceasefire must be
restored and maintained by the FRY as well as by the KLA.
The recent tragic events underline the urgent need to find a political settlement to the
conflict. The efforts made by representatives of the international community to this effect, in
line with all relevant UN Security Council resolutions, have the full support of the OSCE.
The parties must now negotiate seriously and reach a solution promptly.

