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** 586 km were navigable before the war586 km were navigable before the war

** The average flow rate at the mouth** The average flow rate at the mouth

General Info on the SRBGeneral Info on the SRB

The second largestThe second largest tributary, tributary, 
after the Tisza basinafter the Tisza basin

95 720 km95 720 km22Basin areaBasin area

The largestThe largest tributarytributary1722 m1722 m33/s/s ****Flow rateFlow rate

The third largestThe third largest tributary, tributary, 
after the Tisza and the Drava riversafter the Tisza and the Drava rivers

940 km *940 km *River lengthRiver length

Comparison with other tributaries Comparison with other tributaries 
in the Danube River Basinin the Danube River Basin

QuantityQuantityParameterParameter

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 3/233/23

171715.415.4SerbiaSerbia

53531111SloveniaSlovenia

55227.57.5MontenegroMontenegro

45452626CroatiaCroatia

76764040Bosnia & Bosnia & HerzegHerzegovinaovina

0.0.550.10.1AlbaniaAlbania

Part of the territory Part of the territory 
within the basin within the basin (%)(%)

ShareShare of the basinof the basin
(%)(%)

CountryCountry

General Info on the SRBGeneral Info on the SRB
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General Info on the SRBGeneral Info on the SRB
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The Sava River InitiativeThe Sava River Initiative

Launch of the Initiative: Launch of the Initiative: June 2001June 2001

Signing the Letter of Intent on cooperation in the SRB:Signing the Letter of Intent on cooperation in the SRB:
November 29, 2001November 29, 2001

Signing the FASRB:Signing the FASRB: Kranjska Gora (Slovenia), December 3, 2002Kranjska Gora (Slovenia), December 3, 2002

Establishment of the Interim Sava Commission:Establishment of the Interim Sava Commission:
Brussels (Belgium), March 12, 2003Brussels (Belgium), March 12, 2003

Ratification of the FASRB:Ratification of the FASRB: December 29, 2004December 29, 2004

Establishment of the Sava Commission: Establishment of the Sava Commission: Zagreb (Croatia),           Zagreb (Croatia),           
June 27June 27--29, 200529, 2005

Establishment of the ISRBC Secretariat:Establishment of the ISRBC Secretariat: Zagreb, January 9, 2006Zagreb, January 9, 2006

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 6/236/23
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FASRBFASRB

The first multilateral agreementThe first multilateral agreement in the region signed after the in the region signed after the 
Dayton Peace Agreement (1995)Dayton Peace Agreement (1995)

RegulatesRegulates Transboundary Cooperation in the Sava River BasinTransboundary Cooperation in the Sava River Basin

Signed Signed in December 2002, in December 2002, entered into force entered into force in December 2004in December 2004

Parties:Parties: Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia 
(Montenegro to express the interest)(Montenegro to express the interest)

Implemented by the Implemented by the Sava CommissionSava Commission, with the , with the SecretariatSecretariat as as 
its executive and administrative bodyits executive and administrative body

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 7/237/23

General objective:General objective:

Issues of Issues of sustainabilitysustainability
(Improvement of water quality, Protection of aquatic ecosystem)(Improvement of water quality, Protection of aquatic ecosystem)

DevelopmentDevelopment activities                                                     activities                                                     
(All kinds of water use, Protection against the harmful effects (All kinds of water use, Protection against the harmful effects of water)of water)

Particular objectives:Particular objectives:
To establish an international regime of To establish an international regime of navigationnavigation

To establish a sustainable To establish a sustainable water managementwater management

To prevent / limit To prevent / limit hazardshazards (floods, droughts, ice, accidents) and (floods, droughts, ice, accidents) and 
eliminate / reduce the eliminate / reduce the consequencesconsequences

Transboundary cooperationTransboundary cooperation
for for sustainable developmentsustainable development of the regionof the region

FASRBFASRB

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 8/238/23
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ISRBCISRBC

Established Established for implementationfor implementation of the FASRBof the FASRB

Given the international Given the international legal capacitylegal capacity, for:, for:
Making decisions in the field of NavigationMaking decisions in the field of Navigation
Providing recommendations on all other issues (i.e. Water ManageProviding recommendations on all other issues (i.e. Water Management)ment)

Composed of Composed of 8 representatives8 representatives of the Parties                     of the Parties                     
(Member and Deputy Member) nominated by the governments(Member and Deputy Member) nominated by the governments

ChairedChaired by:by:
Mr. Kemal Karkin (B&H), the Chairman, orMr. Kemal Karkin (B&H), the Chairman, or
Mr. Branko BaMr. Branko Baččiićć (HR), the Vice(HR), the Vice--ChairmanChairman

FinancedFinanced through regular annual contributions of the Parties from through regular annual contributions of the Parties from 
their budgetstheir budgets

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 9/239/23

ISRBC SecretariatISRBC Secretariat

ExecutiveExecutive and and administrativeadministrative body of the ISRBCbody of the ISRBC

EstablishedEstablished in January 2006, in January 2006, seatedseated in Zagreb (Croatia)in Zagreb (Croatia)

Composed of Composed of 8 experts8 experts of the Parties, covering:of the Parties, covering:

NavigationNavigation

Integrated RBM and Water PlanningIntegrated RBM and Water Planning

Protection of Water and Aquatic EcosystemProtection of Water and Aquatic Ecosystem

Legal and General AffairsLegal and General Affairs

Economic and Financial AffairsEconomic and Financial Affairs

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 10/2310/23
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Navigation
Integrated RBM

& Water Planning
Protection of Water 
& Aquat. Ecosystem

Special Advisor for
Econ. & Financ. Affairs

Special Advisor for
Legal & General Affairs

Deputy
Secretary

Advisor for
Techn. Issues
of Navigation

Advisor for
Navigation

Safety
Special Advisor for

Information Systems

Advisor for Pro. 
Against Haz. 

Water Impacts

Advisor for Reg. 
and Tech. Main.
of Wat. Regime

Secretary

Advisor for 
Prot. of Water 
& Aq. Ecosys.

Deputy
Secretary

Deputy
Secretary

Present state

Planned state

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 11/2311/23

ISRBC SecretariatISRBC Secretariat

Inception activitiesInception activities

Establishment of the Establishment of the working infrastructure/environmentworking infrastructure/environment::

DocumentsDocuments (legal, financial, regulating observer status,     (legal, financial, regulating observer status,     
Preliminary Strategy on Implementation of the FASRB)Preliminary Strategy on Implementation of the FASRB)

Network of national institutionsNetwork of national institutions responsible for     responsible for     
implementation of the FASRBimplementation of the FASRB

Expert GroupsExpert Groups of the ISRBC (4 permanent, 3 of the ISRBC (4 permanent, 3 adad--hochoc))

CooperationCooperation with organizations, links to stakeholders                      with organizations, links to stakeholders                      
(levels: international, national, local)(levels: international, national, local)

WebWeb--sitesite of the ISRBCof the ISRBC

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 1122/23/23
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Inception activitiesInception activities

Involvement into the Involvement into the relevant onrelevant on--going projectsgoing projects::

UNDP/GEF DRP Sava ComponentUNDP/GEF DRP Sava Component

Regional CARDS SavaRegional CARDS Sava

““Development and Upgrade of the HM Information and Forecasting SyDevelopment and Upgrade of the HM Information and Forecasting System stem 
for the SRBfor the SRB”” (HM(HM Institutes of the SRB countriesInstitutes of the SRB countries))

EU FPEU FP--6 6 ““SARIBSARIB””

PIN/MATRA Project PIN/MATRA Project ““Development of an Ecological Network along the Sava Development of an Ecological Network along the Sava 
RiveRiverr””

UNDP/GEF DRP UNDP/GEF DRP ““Participation of NGOs in the Process of Development of Participation of NGOs in the Process of Development of 
Sava RBM PlanSava RBM Plan””

OSCE Project OSCE Project ““Network of Local Actors in the SRBNetwork of Local Actors in the SRB””

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 13/2313/23

Water ManagementWater Management

Development of the Development of the Sava RBM Plan Sava RBM Plan in accord. with the EU WFDin accord. with the EU WFD

Initial activitiesInitial activities performedperformed

RBM Plan StructureRBM Plan Structure and and Road MapRoad Map producedproduced

Sava River Basin AnalysisSava River Basin Analysis –– planned to be performed during 2007planned to be performed during 2007

Establishment of Establishment of Integrated SystemsIntegrated Systems for the SRBfor the SRB

Flood Forecasting and WarningFlood Forecasting and Warning SystemSystem

Accident Prevention and ControlAccident Prevention and Control SystemSystem

Initial activitiesInitial activities performedperformed

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 14/2314/23

Regular activitiesRegular activities
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Water ManagementWater Management

Preparation and realization of Preparation and realization of development programs / projectsdevelopment programs / projects

Flood risk assessment study for the Sava river basinFlood risk assessment study for the Sava river basin

Development and upgrade of hydroDevelopment and upgrade of hydro--meteorological information and meteorological information and 
forecasting system for the Sava river basinforecasting system for the Sava river basin

Improvement of the monitoring system of water quality and quantiImprovement of the monitoring system of water quality and quantity ty 
parameters for the Sava river basinparameters for the Sava river basin

Establishment of the early warning system for flood protection aEstablishment of the early warning system for flood protection and the nd the 
accident risk assessment study for the Sava river basin accident risk assessment study for the Sava river basin 

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 15/2315/23

Regular activitiesRegular activities

NavigationNavigation

Creation of Creation of documentsdocuments::

to improve to improve navigation safetynavigation safety (e.g. Navigation Rules on the Sava River, (e.g. Navigation Rules on the Sava River, 
Rules for Waterway Marking on the Sava River, etc.)Rules for Waterway Marking on the Sava River, etc.)

to promote to promote developmentdevelopment and improve and improve maintenance of the waterway maintenance of the waterway 
infrastructureinfrastructure (e.g. (e.g. Detailed Parameters for Waterway Classification on Detailed Parameters for Waterway Classification on 
the Sava Riverthe Sava River))

HarmonizationHarmonization with the EU regulation:with the EU regulation:

Rules for mutual recognition of Rules for mutual recognition of boatmastersboatmasters’’ certificatescertificates (CCNR) (CCNR) 

Technical standardsTechnical standards and requirements for inland waterway vesselsand requirements for inland waterway vessels (DC)(DC)

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 16/2316/23

Regular activitiesRegular activities
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NavigationNavigation

Preparation and realization of Preparation and realization of development programs / projectsdevelopment programs / projects
Study on the waterway traffic on the Sava RiverStudy on the waterway traffic on the Sava River

PrePre--feasibility Studyfeasibility Study

Feasibility StudyFeasibility Study and and Project DocumentationProject Documentation
(Detailed Design, (Detailed Design, Plan for Rehabilitation and Development of Trade and Plan for Rehabilitation and Development of Trade and 
Navigation on the Sava RiverNavigation on the Sava River)  )  

Project Preparation and Management:Project Preparation and Management: Secretariat of the ISRBCSecretariat of the ISRBC

A high A high prioritypriority for the future workfor the future work

PPrevention of the pollutionrevention of the pollution caused by navigation caused by navigation 
(establishment (establishment of the system for collection of waste from vesselsof the system for collection of waste from vessels))

So far: InvolvementSo far: Involvement in the development of such systems on the  in the development of such systems on the  
Danube and Rhine RiversDanube and Rhine Rivers

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 17/2317/23

Regular activitiesRegular activities

Other Accompanying IssuesOther Accompanying Issues

Creation of Creation of ProtocolsProtocols, on:, on:

Transboundary ImpactsTransboundary Impacts

Emergency SituationsEmergency Situations

Protection against FloodsProtection against Floods

PPrevention of water pollution caused by navigationrevention of water pollution caused by navigation

EExploitation of stone, sand, gravel and clayxploitation of stone, sand, gravel and clay

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 18/2318/23

Regular activitiesRegular activities
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Other Accompanying IssuesOther Accompanying Issues

Information ManagementInformation Management

Information SystemInformation System (GIS)(GIS)

River Information ServiceRiver Information Service (RIS), (RIS), incl. Electronic Navigation Charts (ENC)incl. Electronic Navigation Charts (ENC)

OnOn--going activities: going activities: 

GIS needs and capability assessment GIS needs and capability assessment 

Position Paper on GIS and RIS IntegrationPosition Paper on GIS and RIS Integration

Public ParticipationPublic Participation

Further development of the draft Further development of the draft Public Particip. StrategyPublic Particip. Strategy (by PEG RBM)(by PEG RBM)

Preparation of the Preparation of the Methodology for monitoring implement. of the FASRBMethodology for monitoring implement. of the FASRB

Organization of the Organization of the Sava DaySava Day

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 19/2319/23

Regular activitiesRegular activities

Other Accompanying IssuesOther Accompanying Issues

CooperationCooperation, with:, with:

River River navigation commissionsnavigation commissions (Danube, Rhine, Mosel)(Danube, Rhine, Mosel)

River River protection commissionsprotection commissions (Danube, Rhine, Elbe, Oder)(Danube, Rhine, Elbe, Oder)

UNUN bodiebodiess ((UNEUNECE, CE, UNESCO, UNDP, UNESCO, UNDP, ……))

RRegional organizationsegional organizations (OSCE, Stability Pact for the SEE, SEETO)(OSCE, Stability Pact for the SEE, SEETO)

SSpecialized agencies, associations and groupspecialized agencies, associations and groups
(WMO, GIS Forum(WMO, GIS Forum DanubeDanube, PIANC Int, PIANC Int’’l Navigation Association)l Navigation Association)

IInternational financial institutionsnternational financial institutions (World Bank, EBRD, USAID)(World Bank, EBRD, USAID)

Processes / IProcesses / Initiativesnitiatives (Petersberg Phase II / Athens Declaration (Petersberg Phase II / Athens Declaration 
Process, Process, Med EU WI/WFD Joint Process, Med EU WI/WFD Joint Process, Adriatic Initiative) Adriatic Initiative) 

National organizationsNational organizations / institutions/ institutions

NGOsNGOs and and other stakeholdersother stakeholders

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 20/2320/23

Regular activitiesRegular activities
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Key features:Key features:

CohesiveCohesive (promoting cooperation of the countries after conflict)(promoting cooperation of the countries after conflict)

IntegratedIntegrated (whole basin, sustainability, development) (whole basin, sustainability, development) 

TransparentTransparent (public participation)(public participation)

Aligned with EU directivesAligned with EU directives (WFD, Flood(WFD, Floodss Directive,...)Directive,...)

SubregionalSubregional (complementary to the regional one)(complementary to the regional one)

Pragmatic and practicalPragmatic and practical (offering, to the Sava countries, (offering, to the Sava countries, 
““productsproducts”” such as joint plans, such as joint plans, development development proprogramgrams, protocols, s, protocols, 
harmonized regulation, integrated systems)harmonized regulation, integrated systems)

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 21/2321/23

Summary of the approachSummary of the approach

Challenges/Challenges/possible obstaclespossible obstacles to implementationto implementation::

DifferencesDifferences between the countriesbetween the countries

Level of Level of economic developmenteconomic development

StatusStatus (SLO (SLO –– EU Member State, HR EU Member State, HR –– accessing country, accessing country, ……))

EligibilityEligibility for approaching fundsfor approaching funds

FinancingFinancing
Priority Priority projectsprojects

Establishment ofEstablishment of thethe integrated systemsintegrated systems

Conflict managementConflict management in MWMin MWM
((Resolving conflicts of interests of different users of waterResolving conflicts of interests of different users of water))

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 22/2322/23

Summary of the approachSummary of the approach



12

International Sava River Basin CommissionInternational Sava River Basin Commission
Nova Ves 11Nova Ves 11
10000 Zagreb 10000 Zagreb 
CroatiaCroatia

Phone:     +385 1 488 69 60Phone:     +385 1 488 69 60
Fax:         +385 1 488 69 86Fax:         +385 1 488 69 86
EE--mail:      mail:      isrbc@savacommission.orgisrbc@savacommission.org
WebWeb--site:  site:  www.savacommission.orgwww.savacommission.org

March 12March 12--13,13, 20020077 22ndnd Prep. Conf. to the 15Prep. Conf. to the 15thth OSCE EEFOSCE EEF, , ZaragozaZaragoza 23/2323/23

Contact InformationContact Information


