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NOTE VERBALE

The Permanent Mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the OSCE, United Nations and
other International Organizations in Vienna presents its compliments to all
Delegations and Permanent Missions of the Participating States to the OSCE and to
the Contflict Prevention Centre and has the honor to provide herewith the Bosnia and
Herzegovina’s reply to the Questionnaire on Anti-Personnel Mines and Explosive
Remnants of War for the year 2022.

The Permanent Mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the OSCE, United Nations and
other International Organizations in Vienna avails itself of the opportunity to renew to
all Permanent Missions and Delegations of all OSCE particinatino Stafe< and to the
Contlict Prevention Centre the assurances of its highest «

Vienna, Jun 08, 2023

To: OSCE Conflict Prevention Centre (CPC)
All Delegations/Permanent Missions to the OSCE
VIENNA

Heinrichsgasse 4/3, A-1010 Vienna. AUSTRIA. Tel —43 1 81222 36, 81222 37 Fax: —43 1 326 47 41,
E-mail: Mis.Bec ¢ mvp.gov.ba
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OSCE QUESTIONNAIRE ON ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES
To be submitted no later than 31 May of each year (starting in May 2005)

Part 1

1. Is your country a State Party to the 1996 Amended Protocol 11 on Prohibitions or Restrictions
on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices annexed to the 1980 Convention on
Conventional Weapons (CCW)?

YES. Bosnia and Herzegovina is a State Party since 07" September 2000.
If yes:

2. Please attach the most recent annual report submitted by your country in accordance with Article
13 of the Amended Protocol or give the appropriate electronic address for the report.

Please find attached annual report for 2022 submitted in accordance with Article 13 of the
Amended Protocol with all relevant information on questions related to the Amended Protocol 11
on prohibitions or restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby - Traps and Other devices.

If no:

3. Is your country considering ratification/accession to the Amended Protocol I1?

4. What measures have been taken to prevent the indiscriminate use of mines, booby-traps and
other devices?

5. Would your country be interested in receiving assistance related to the implementation of this
Protocol? If so. please describe.

6. Does your country have the capacity to assist others related to this Protocol? If so, please
describe.

Part I1

7. Has your country ratified or acceded to the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction?

YES. Bosnia and Herzegovina is a State Party since 08" September 1998.

8.(a) If yes, please attach the most recent report submitted by your country in accordance with
Article 7 of the Convention or give the appropriate electronic address for the report.

Please find attached annual report for 2022 submitted in accordance with Article 7 of the
Convention with all relevant information on questions related to the Convention on the Prohibition
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10. Does your country require assistance in mine clearance, stockpile destruction, mine awareness
and/or victim assistance? If so, please describe.

In 2022, the suspected hazardous area in Bosnia and Herzegovina was reduced by 32.74 km-.
Through non-technical methods (systematic and general non-technical survey) by the BiH Mine
Action Center cancelled 3.61 km”. Technical reduction methods cover an area of 49.13 km”
through: cancelled ara on MSA 38.10 km-, reduced area on MS4 826 km’, technical survey
(classic tasks) 1.86 km", and mine clearance (classic tasks) 0.91 km-.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2022, a total of 3.527 mines were found and removed, of which
3.325 anti-personnel mines. 2 anti-tank mines, 1.599 pieces of cluster munitions and 6. 288 pieces
of UXO. We estimate that the remaining number of expected mines in BiH is [71. 471

In 2022, according to available Mine Action Centre in BiH. funds totalling 31.653.180 BAM plan.
National resources totalled 16.302.332 BAM, and international (donors’), 13.350.648 BAM

In 2022, Bosnia and Herzegovina had accredited 24 mine action organizations, of which. 10
commercial organizations, 9 non-governmental organizations and 5 governmental organizations
(Armed Forces of BiH. Federal Administration of Civil Protection, Republic Administration of
Civil Protection of Republic of Srpska, Civil Protection of Brcko District and Red Cross of BiH).

Within accredited organisations. 1.017 persons were engaged who possess the accreditation and
licence for work in mine action activities, i.e. "17 deminers and 300 persons authorised for the
conduct of managerial and supervision tasks (team leaders. site leaders, operational officers.

qualiry assurance officers, EDD teams trainers, dog handlers, operators etc.).

Bosnia and Herzegovina has necessary human and technical resources for the conduct of
humanitarian demining operations and other mine action, but it requires aid in securing the firm
and continuous financing for the conduct of stated operations.

11. Does your country have the capacity to assist others in mine action? If so, please describe.

YES. To the international community involved with mine action BHMAC can offer the following:

- Assistance during the organization of national mine action centres,

- Laws, by-laws and normative regulations,

- Establishment of mine information svstem and geoinformation system, digitalisation
of maps.

- Planning svstem — preparation of national programmes and
operative plans,

- Definition of suspected hazardous area and marking,

- Quality assurance and quality control over humanitarian demining operations,

- Education of humanitarian demining executors (deminers. auxiliary workers and

mangagement),

- Mine risk education, primarily local population and children,

- Mine victim assistance.
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AMENDED PROTOCOL 11

PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF MINES,
BOOBY-TRAPS AND OTHER DEVICES, AS AMENDED ON 3 MAY 1996, ANNEXED
TO THE CONVENTION ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF

CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS WHICH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE
EXCESSIVELY INJURIOUS OR TO HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS
{Protocol II as amended on 3 May 1996)

REPORTING FORMATS

for Article 13 paragraph 4 and Article 11 paragraph 2

NAME OF THE HIGH
CONTRACTING PARTY: BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

DATE OF SUBMISSION: 29.03.2023.

NATIONAL POINT(S) OF
CONTACT: Ministry of Civil Affairs of BH/ The
Demining Commission of BH /BHMAC,
Trg BiH | Sarajevo Tel/ Fax. No. +387
33 445 082/+387 33 206 466/+387 33 253
800

Ministry of Defense BH /00 387 33 285
500/ 00 387 206 094

(Organization, telephones. fax, e-mail)

This inf6rmation can be available to other interested parties and relevant organizations:

D YES
(] NO

(] Partially, only the following forms:

A [ B c O D [ E O F O G O

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
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AMENDED PROTOCOL 11

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
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AMENDED PROTOCOL 11

formed is 1.94 km2. 189 high-risk , 274 medium-risk and 15 low-risk were identified.

An assessment of the level of risk impact for 1,421 vulnerable communities was performed.
The starting point within this project was 1,369 vulnerable communities. However, through
the General Assessment project, BH MAC received official settlement boundaries from the
competent statistical institutions and corrected data on 1,421 vulnerable communities.

It is estimated that 259 vulnerable communities have a high level of influence, 212
communities have a medium level and 950 communities have a low level.

Data on 264,011 households in vulnerable communities were collected. Of that number,
32,109 households are exposed to direct risk. The total population living in vulnerabie
communities is 845,163 (92,817 boys, 87,990 girls, 328,842 men and 335,514 women).
132,803 inhabitants are directly endangered (14,611 boys, 13,772 girls, 49,073 men and
55,347 women).

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
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AMENDED PROTOCOL 11

Form E International technical information exchange, cooperation
on mine clearance, technical cooperation and assistance

Article 13,
paragraph 4 (g) ~The High Contracting Parties shall provide annual reports to the
Depositary [...]Jon [...]:
(e) measures taken on international technical information exchange. on
international cooperation on mine clearance. and on technical cooperation
and assistance:”
Remark:

High Contracting Party:
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Reporting for time period
from: 01.01.2022. to: 31.12.2022.

dd mm sy dd mm vy

INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL INFORMATION EXCHANGE:

In cooperation with international and national organizations, Bosnia and Herzegovina is
participating in exchange of experiences and technologies, training capacities as well as
development of better and advanced methods of mine clearance and other mine action,
performing tests and evaluations.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON MINE CLEARANCE:

TECHNICAL COOPERATION AND ASSISTANCE:

In January 2022, Mine Action Centre in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in cooperation with
UNDP BH, organized the Workshop featuring the subject of improving the process of non-
technical survey in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Through the experiences gained so far, the
workshop enabled the improvement of future work which will become a lot simpler and
more clearly define the process in the forthcoming period.

To fulfil the obligations under the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling,
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Landmines, and organized by the European
Union Forces, a conference was held in February 2022 with the aim of defining the
accurate locations containing cluster ammunition through planned projects, as well as of

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
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AMENDED PROTOCOL 11

and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Landmines and their Destruction. All the attendees had the
opportunity to watch the movie “Mine-free country by 2027 while the donors received
letters of appreciation for their contributions so far in the field of Mine Action.

Also in December 2022, the representatives of Mine Centre BiH participated at the
International Forum on Mine Action under the theme: Challenges and Opportunity,
organized by ANAMA, the Azerbaijan National Mine Action Authority.

This forum represented an exceptional opportunity to exchange experiences and discuss
procedures and methods used during humanitarian demining field operations.

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
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AMENDED PROTOCOL 11

Form G _ Information to the UN-database on mine clearance
Article 11,
paragraph 2. ~2. Each High Contracting Party undertakes to provide information to the

database on mine clearance established within the United Nations System.
especially information concerning various means and technologies of
mine clearance. and lists of experts. expert agencies or national points of
contact on mine clearance.”

Remark:

High Contracting Party:
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Reporting for time period
from: 01.01.2022. to: 31.12.2022.

dd mm vy dd mm.yywn

MEANS AND TECHNOLOGIES OF MINE CLEARANCE:

Mine clearance capacities included a complete equipment of 24 demining companies. They
also need to have accreditation from BHMAC to perform such actions. All the employees
that work in mine clearance are wearing protective equipment that consists of flack jacket
with protection for groins and helmets with visors. For special cases of UXO demolition,
companies use ballistic suits. Following equipment is in usage for humanitarian demining
activities: 1134 metal detectors, 25 demining machines including all types (medium, light
and heavy), excavators, machines for vegetation clearing and 40 mine detection dogs. In
Bosnia, mine clearance actions are mostly performed as a combination of mechanical
demining, manual detection and mine-searching dogs. BHMAC Standard operating
procedures also prescribe the entire methodology of humanitarian demining activities.

LISTS OF EXPERTS AND EXPERT AGENCIES:

BHMAC:

Sasa Obradovié, Acting Director,

Damir Si$i¢, Deputy Director,

Tarik §erak, Heads offices

Ranko Banjac, Heads offices

Zoran Grujié¢, Heads offices

There are 24 accredited organizations for mine actions. All information about them we
have on our web page: www.bhmac.org

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
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-PROTOCOL Vv -

for Civil Affairs in Bosnia and Herzegovina, entity funds for employment of disabled persons, i

entity civil protections. associations of mine survivors, non-government organizations for removal
of mines, and media representatives. The aim of the round table was a logical continuation of the
fact that 2022 is the twenty-fifth (25) anniversary of adopting and signing the Mine Ban Treaty, and
thirtieth (30) anniversary of the establishment of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines as a
global coalition of civil social organizations in over one hundred (100) states, including mine
victims associations from Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the 20th Meeting of States Parties to the
Mine Ban Treaty was held in Geneva the same week as the round table. Therefore, this was a great
opportunity not only to celebrate the mentioned jubilees, but to continue fulfilling the remaining
obligations under the MBT in relation to clearance of mined territory and providing mine victims
assistance in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

\ In 2022, 1 mine accident occurred, in which 1 person died.

Any other relevant information:

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
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-PROTOCOL V -

FORME: Steps taken to implement Article 7 and Article 8 of the Protocol:

Assistance with respect to existing explosive remnants of war and cooperation and
assistance

High Contracting Party: ~ Bosnia and Herzegovina

Reporting for time period from:  01.01.2022. to  31.12.2022,

[dd mm/yyyy) [dd/mm/yyyy]

Steps taken to implement the provisions of Article 7 and Article §:

- In 1996, Mine Action Centre was established by United Nations (UNMAC) in order to build a
local management structure and operational mine action capacity. In the mid 1998, local structure
was established, comprising of the Entity Centers and one central Mine Action Centre (BHMAC).
In the first phase. number of humanitarian demining organizations was increased. first national
mine action standards were issued, and financial resources were improved. as well as professional
training. The adoption of the Law on Demining in 2002. established a central structure, BHMAC at
the state level. immediately under the Ministry of Civil Affairs.

Convention on the Prohibition of the Use. Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel
Mines and on their Destruction was signed on December 3, 1997, ratified on September 8, 1998 and
put into force on March 1. 1999.

BiH has. together with another 14 countries, successfully presented the Request for the extension of
Article 5 deadline at the 9th Meeting of the State Parties held in Geneva from November 24-28,
2008. Deadline extension was granted to BiH until year of 2019.

- Bosnia and Herzegovina ratified the Convention on Conventional Weapons (CCW) on September
Ist. 1993.

- Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines. Booby-Traps and Other Devices as
amended on 3 May 1996 (Protocol II to the 1980 Convention as amended on 3 May 1996) was
ratified on September 7, 2000.

- In accordance with Article 5. Para |, Bosnia and Herzegovina requests a two (2) years Interim
extension from 01 March 2019 to 01 March 2021, to carry out survey and clearance activities to
better define the precise perimeter of mined areas in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Based on a more
precise understanding of the remaining challenge, and in accordance with Article 5, Para 1,

Bosnia and Herzegovina requests a six (6) years extension request from 01 March 2021 to 01
March 2027, to carry out non-technical and technical survey activities to better define the precise
perimeter of mined areas in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

- Convention on Cluster Munitions was signed on December 3, 2008 and ratified on September 7,
2010. In order to fulfil the obligations under Article 4 of the Convention in requested timeframe (18
months) from | March 2021 to 1 September 2022.

Bosnia and Herzegovina’s duty under the Convention was to soive the problem of cluster munitions
in 2021. But the problem in clearance of areas contaminated with cluster munitions was further
complicated by COVID-19 global pandemic crisis that delayed the demining season normally set
for March 1st, in line with the climate conditions. Similar to the rest of the world, Bosnia and
Herzegovina was caught in COVID-19 pandemic which caused either a cessation of, or hindrance
to the work of Bosnia and Herzegovina institutions. This reflected onto the process of mine action

| in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the period from March to June 2020, since Mine Action Centre BiH

CONVENTION ON CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
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