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We were deeply disturbed to hear of yesterdayackton SMM monitors, which was swiftly
condemned by the State Department. As describdgi8MM Spot Report, a rocket-
propelled grenade and multiple anti-aircraft roungse fired at an SMM patrol when it was
traveling between two Ukrainian military checkpailetween the towns of Kirove and
Shumy. We note from the SMM Report that the at@oginated from the southeast of the
SMM patrol, from an area known to be controlledRyssia-backed separatists. The
members of the SMM team immediately returned to gmenored vehicle, which bore clear
OSCE markings, and quickly exited the area. Fattielg, no one was injured. Once the
team left the area, the firing stopped, which ssggthe team was targeted.

Any attacks on, or threats to, OSCE monitors agecaeptable. We call on all parties to
refrain from any actions that endanger the safetl@OSCE mission in Ukraine. We
emphasize the Mission’s important role in monitgrthe implementation of the Minsk
agreements. The SMM must have free and unrestratteess to all of Ukraine, including
Crimea, in accordance with its mandate. We rdievar strong support for the Special
Monitoring Mission to Ukraine as it continues tonkan extremely dangerous conditions, we
condemn any attacks against SMM personnel andsasset we thank the members of the
SMM for their bravery and service.

This attack is but the latest consequence of tresign Federation’s continued violation of
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integritybtatant disregard for its obligations under
international law and its OSCE commitments. Rissiations continue to strike at the very
heart of this Organization’s fundamental principd@sl undermine the foundations of
European security. Russia has continued to fdibtwor the pledges it has made in Geneva,
in Berlin, and in Minsk, to work toward a peaceafesolution of the conflict.

The United States and many other participatingeStaave detailed Russia’s violations of
international law and of its OSCE commitments i forum over the past several months.
We reiterate our unwavering support for full impksmation of the Minsk Protocol and
Memorandum, and call upon the Russian Federatitwonor the pledges it made in Minsk. |
am certain that our Ministers will continue to aelel these ongoing violations, frankly and
directly, next week in Basel. Today, | will focas the human consequences of Russia’s
incursions into Ukraine.

Last Thursday, at the same time that we were gittare in the Permanent Council
discussing the crisis in and around Ukraine, theQffice of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights released its latest report on the Inumghts situation in Ukraine. This is the
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seventh such report that the OHCHR has producee $ine crisis began, and this report is no
less sobering than any of its predecessors.

We learned from the report that 4,042 people haenilled and an additional nearly
10,000 have been wounded since hostilities begamdrApril — numbers that the UN is
quick to note are likely an underestimate. An agerof 13 people were killed each day in
September and October, despite the cease-fire.

The report also stated that in the areas of Eaktkeraine under control of the Russia-backed
separatists there is “a total breakdown in law @mér, and a lack of any human rights
protection for the population.” The list of seridusman rights abuses by the Russia-backed
separatists catalogued in the report is comprebemsiits brutality, including, “torture,
arbitrary and incommunicado detention, summary etieas, forced labor, sexual violence,
as well as the destruction and illegal seizureroperty.”

The situation in Crimea, an integral part of Ukgirs also suffering increasing human rights
abuses since the purported annexation by Rus$ia. OHCHR report describes widespread
abuses of the freedom of expression, raids tag€&mmean Tatars, and a growing number
of enforced disappearances.

Mr. Chair, last week Ambassador Tagliavini issuestrang plea not to forget the human cost
of this conflict including the lives lost and iraably damaged.

There is a way out of this conflict. The solutierstraightforward: Russia must live up to all
the commitments it made in Minsk. It must ceaswioling weapons, financing, and
personnel to the separatists. It must withdraviRasian military personnel and equipment
from Ukraine and away from its border. It musturatthe Ukrainian side of the international
border to Ukrainian control and facilitate OSCE iaring all along that border. It must use
its influence to ensure that its proxies implemahof the commitments they made in Minsk,
including respecting the ceasefire and releasinigostages.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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