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Danube waterway-
European key transport axis
OSCE, Economic and Environmental Forum

© via donau I 2

Presentation Overview

• Economic importance of the Danube region

• European Inland navigation policy

• Selected projects
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Economic importance of the
Danube region
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The “Danube belt” – an axis for development 

Source: ÖIR (Austrian Institute for Regional Studies and Spatial Planning)

Source: Assumption of OIR based on 
forecasts of BMVIT, EC, WIIW
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Transport volumes in the Austrian 
Danube Corridor
Export, Import and Transit 1994 - 2005

Source: OIR (Austrian Institute for Regional Studies and Spatial Planning), 2006;  
figures include bilateral and transit traffic
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Forecast of transport volumes in the
Austrian Danube Corridor (2015)

Source: ÖIR (Austrian Institute for Regional Studies and Spatial Planning
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European Inland navigation policy
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European Action Program NAIADES

Resolution of the European 
Parliament on the promotion of 
inland waterway transport on 

26 October 2006

Adoption of the „Council
Conclusions on the promotion
of inland waterway transport“
on 8 – 9 June 2006 in 
Luxembourg

Recommendation for actions
on national and community
level 2006 – 2013
on 17 January 2006
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Danube 
waterway 

Pan-european 
Transport
Corridor VII

within
priority axis no. 18 of 
TEN-T

Corridor VII
Danube River

Austrian Danube section
350 km
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Infrastructure Bottlenecks of the Danube

• Inadequacy of 
navigation 
conditions

• Need of 
international co-
operation

• Appropriate 
solutions for 
different types of 
bottlenecks
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PLATINA – Platform for the
implementation of NAIADES
•• Establish a Establish a knowledge networkknowledge network bringing together all relevant actors bringing together all relevant actors 

concerned to assist in the implementation of NAIADES in Europe (concerned to assist in the implementation of NAIADES in Europe (EC, EC, 
Member States and third countries)Member States and third countries)

• Provision of technical expertise and support

• Provision of organisational, infrastructural and financial support

• Platform deals with areas that require non-legislative coordinative 
actions at the European level
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PLATINA – Platform for the
implementation of NAIADES
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Austrian inland navigation policy
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National Action Plan (NAP) 
• Comprehensive and dynamic

planning and decision-making
instrument for the Austrian
shipping policy until 2015

• Austrian implementation strategy
of the European NAIADES Action 
Programme

• Catalogue of measures developed 
in cooperation with inland ports 
and the inland navigation sector
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via donau is ...
• ... the Austrian national waterway operator
• ... owned by the Ministry of Transport Innovation and Technology
• ... responsible for 351 km of the Danube waterway

Waterway
administration &

maintenance

Traffic managementDevelopment
of inland navigation

Selected projects
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Integrated River Engineering Project 
on the Danube to the East of Vienna

Low water 
regulation

River bed 
stability

Improvement of
ecological 
functions 

Improvement of 
fairway 
conditions

Riverbank 
renaturation Waterway 

linkage

Granulometric
river bed 
stabilisation

AIMS

MEASURES

www.donau.bmvit.gv.at
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Definition River Information Services (RIS)

Telematics Systems and 
Information Services 

in order to increase the 
safety and efficiency of 

inland waterway 
transport

www.doris.bmvit.gv.at
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Status of RIS on the Danube for 2007

Project is funded by the European Union 
(EC / DG-TREN / TEN-T)

• Electronic Navigational Charts
• Notices to skippers
• Electronic reporting
• VTS centres along Danube
• Full scale implementation under

preparation with EU Support

• Electronic Navigational Charts
• Water level information
• Notices to skippers
• Electronic reporting (in preparation)
• Tactical traffic information
• RIS Centre

• Electronic Navigational Charts
• Notices to skippers
• Calamity abatement support
• Tactical traffic information
• RIS Centre

• Electronic Navigational Charts 
• Tactical traffic information (testcenter)
• Full scale implementation under

preparation with EU Support 

• Electronic Navigational Charts
• Water level information
• Notices to skippers
• Tactical traffic information
• RIS Centre
• Electronic Reporting 
(in preparation)

• Electronic Navigational Charts
• Tactical traffic information   

(testcenter)
• VTMIS for maritime Danube

• Electronic Navigational Charts
• Notices to skippers
• Electronic reporting (in preparation)
• Tactical traffic information (in preparation)

• Electronic Navigational Charts 
• Tactical traffic information (testcenter)
• Full scale implementation 

under   preparation with 
EU Support 
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Container Liner Services on the Danube -
Constanta as a gateway to Europe
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South-East Europe Programme 2007-2013:
Proposed co-operation activities

NELI Network for logistics and 
nautical education focusing
on inland navigation

WANDA

NEWADA   Network of Danube Waterway Administration 

Waste management for 
Inland Navigation 
on the Danube
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Manfred Seitz
via donau – Österreichische Wasserstraßen-Gesellschaft mbH

A-1220 Wien, Donau-City-Straße 1
Tel +43 50 4321 1000, Fax +43 50 4321 1050
office@via-donau.org, www.via-donau.org
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