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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

Ministerial Council agrees on OSCE’s
Balkan role and welcomes initiative 
to reduce small arms
Final Declaration dropped as negotiations end in stalemate
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Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica signs the Helsinki Final Act and other key
CSCE/OSCE documents during the Eighth Ministerial Council 

A
declaration on the role of the

Organization in South-Eastern

Europe and the acceptance of a

ground-breaking document to curtail the

flow of small arms and light weapons

were among the major fruits of the

Eighth Ministerial Council held in

Vienna last month. However, as the For-

eign Ministers and representatives of the

55 OSCE participating States were

unable to achieve consensus on all the

elements of the Ministerial Declaration,

it was left to the current OSCE Chair-

person-in-Office (CiO), Austrian For-

eign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner,

to provide a summary of what had been

achieved over the course of the two-day

meeting. 

The Russian Federation made an

Interpretative Statement saying that it

did not consider itself bound by any of

the conclusions or recommendations

contained in the summary. An American

Interpretative Statement followed,

emphasizing that insofar as the Chair-

person’s remarks were a repetition of

commitments or obligations previously

undertaken under OSCE agreements or

the Conventional Armed Forces in

Europe Treaty, they remained binding.

In her closing remarks at the final

Plenary Session on 28 November, Ms.

Ferrero-Waldner stressed the importance

of the admission of Yugoslavia, whose

President, Vojislav Kostunica, had

addressed the Council before demon-
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strating his country’s acceptance of

OSCE norms and values by signing the

key documents of the Organization, the

Helsinki Final Act, the Charter of Paris,

and the Charter for European Security. 

The CiO also stressed the unity of

participating States over the adoption of

the Vienna Declaration on the ‘Role of

the OSCE in South-Eastern Europe’ (see

story on page five).

To emphasize the fact that Austria’s

period of Chairmanship had coincided

with the 25th Anniversary of the Helsinki

Final Act, she noted the Ministerial

Council had reaffirmed that this corner-

stone document, together with other sub-

sequent OSCE documents, “established

clear standards for participating States’

treatment of each other and of all indi-

viduals within their territories.”

However, in reviewing progress on

common efforts to meet the challenges

to security and stability in the OSCE

region, she went on to voice the deep

concern of Ministers over areas where

participating States’ commitments,

including some made at last year’s Istan-

bul Summit, had yet to be fulfilled:

“[Ministers] stressed the need to

intensify the efforts of the OSCE with

regard to the resolution of regional con-

flicts, in particular those unsettled con-

flicts where over years no tangible

progress had been achieved,” she said.

Her summary first ranged over parts

of the OSCE region where Ministers wel-

comed the OSCE’s contribution to meet-

ing concrete challenges to security and

stability. While expressing concern over

the lack of progress in the peace process

surrounding the Nagorno-Karabakh con-

flict, she nevertheless commended the

efforts of the Minsk Group Co-Chairmen

and her Personal Representative to lessen

tensions in the region and to help prepare

support measures to implement a politi-

cal settlement.

She also spoke warmly of the OSCE’s

expanded engagement with Central Asia,

which was one of the Chairmanship’s par-

ticular priority areas during 2000:

“The support of the OSCE for rule of

law, respect for human rights and funda-

mental freedoms, development of demo-

cratic society and economic reforms

would contribute to stability and prosper-

ity in the region,” she said.

She warned, however, that: “Ministers

shared the concerns of the five Central

Asian participating States with regard to

threats to stability and security, resulting

from international terrorism, violent

extremism, organized crime, drugs and

arms trafficking, including those which

arose from the unstable situation in

Afghanistan.”

“Divergence of views”

In other areas, particularly in respect

of the situations in Georgia, Moldova and

the Chechen Republic of the Russian Fed-

eration, Ms Ferrero-Waldner spoke of a

“divergence of views” emerging, “both as

to the evaluation of the extent of progress

made since Istanbul and on the role of the

OSCE.”

“A political solution to the conflict in

Chechnya and a dialogue is essential”, she

said. “The immediate return of the OSCE

Assistance Group to Chechnya in order to

start its activities on the basis of its exist-

ing mandate, as reconfirmed in Istanbul,

was requested.”

On Georgia, she said Ministers had

welcomed the increasing co-operation

between that State and the OSCE, and had

noted the success of the monitoring oper-

OSCE Chairperson-in-Office, Austrian Foreign Minister, Benita Ferrero-Waldner,
holds a press briefing after closing the Eighth Ministerial Council

An overview of the Festsaal of the Hofburg
Palace, the setting for the Plenary Sessions
of the Eighth Ministerial Council
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ation on the border with the Russian Fed-

eration, but concern was expressed over

the effect of introducing a unilateral visa

scheme on the population in the border

areas.

On the Tskhinvali-South Ossetia

region of Georgia, the incoming Chair-

manship of Romania was asked to make

use of the present CiO’s experience, in co-

operation with the Russian Federation, in

order to achieve progress in the political

negotiations.

The lack of movement in the with-

drawal of Russian forces from Moldovan

territory caused Ministers growing con-

cern, said Ms Ferrero-Waldner, and the

Russian Federation was called upon to

exert its influence on the local authorities

in the Trans-Dniestrian region of that

State to peacefully remove the obstacles

posed to the withdrawal and the visit of

an assessment mission.

In the resolution of this problem, she

reaffirmed Minister’s insistence that the

sovereignty and territorial integrity of

Moldova should be ensured.

On Belarus, it had been stressed that

progress in the four

specific areas indi-

cated by the Parlia-

mentary Troika

was necessary to

pave the way for

free and demo-

cratic presidential

elections in

Belarus. In this

connection, the

efforts of the OSCE

P a r l i a m e n t a r y

Assembly in the

democratization

process were

appreciated.

New challenges

Among the new challenges facing the

OSCE, particularly improving human

security, the CiO mentioned the deep con-

cern expressed  about the broad scope of

problems affecting children in the OSCE

region.

“Based upon the Istanbul Summit

mandate – after holding this year’s

Human Dimension Seminar on children

and armed conflict – an OSCE document

on the promotion and protection of the

rights, interests and welfare of the child,

in particular of children affected by armed

conflict, was negotiated, but regrettably

has not found consensus so far,” she said.

Concern about another flagrant

Austrian Chancellor Wolfgang Schüssel (R) greets the Russian
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov (L) before the Ministerial Council

US Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, talks to the Foreign Minister of Germany, Joschka Fischer, before the first session in the Festsaal 
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human rights abuse, trafficking in human

beings, did, however, result in a decision

on enhancing the OSCE’s efforts to com-

bat this serious crime, and brought praise

for its leading role in the respective task

force of the Stability Pact.

Ministers also welcomed the adoption

by the Forum for Security Co-operation

(which met just before the Council), of an

OSCE document on small arms and light

weapons (see story on page six).

OSCE efforts in other human dimen-

sion problem areas including refugees,

migrant workers, terrorism, racism and

xenophobia were also discussed and

reviewed by the Ministers. Steps to pro-

mote the safety of journalists were con-

sidered. However, there was no consen-

sus on the options concerning the legal

capacity, privileges and immunities for

the OSCE.

A successor was selected to Max van

der Stoel as High Commissioner on

National Minorities (see story on page 3),

with Ministers praising his tireless work

since his appointment in 1992. But a deci-

sion on the extension of the OSCE Rep-

resentative on Freedom of the Media was

deferred for six months.

Ministers also acknowledged the

interest in the Mediterranean dimension

and welcomed Thailand as a new Partner

for Co-operation (see story on page 5). 

Following the CiO’s summary, the

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of the

Russian Federation, E.P. Gusarov,

addressed the Council and stated that: 

“The propositions and conclusions

contained in the summary on a whole

range of questions connected with the

OSCE’s activities and the assessment of

the situations in various participating

States do not correspond to the actual cir-

cumstances and fail to reflect the entire

spectrum of opinions of OSCE partici-

pating States. These propositions and con-

clusions are not in line with the under-

standings negotiated by all participating

States and, consequently, are not based on

the consensus principle.

“The Russian Federation does not

consider itself bound by any of the con-

clusions or recommendations contained

in the summary. Equally, it does not con-

sider it possible for the said conclusions

and recommendations to be taken into

account in the future work of the Organi-

zation and its bodies,” he said.

The Ambassador of the United States

to the OSCE, David Johnson, also made

a statement, agreeing that the CiO’s

remarks were not made on the basis of

consensus and insofar as they were novel,

did not represent binding commitments

on the participating States.

“But insofar as they were a repetition

of commitments or obligations previ-

ously undertaken under the OSCE or

under the Final Act, or other aspects of

the CFE treaty, they remain commit-

ments and obligations of us all,” he

added.
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Delegations attending the Third Plenary Session held on the second and final day of the Ministerial Council
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D
uring the Eighth Ministerial

Council meeting in Vienna, the

Foreign Ministers and representa-

tives of the 55 OSCE participating States

adopted a Declaration on the role of the

OSCE in South-Eastern Europe. In this

statement, they address developments in the

past months in the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia, Kosovo, Bosnia and Herze-

govina, and Croatia, and acknowledge the

role of the Stability Pact for South-Eastern

Europe. Their declaration also notes the

results of the Zagreb Summit held on 24

November, and comments on the imple-

mentation of Articles II, IV and V of Annex

1-B of the Dayton Peace Agreement.

The Ministers warmly welcomed the

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to the

OSCE and applauded the democratic

change in Belgrade. “We congratulate the

people of Yugoslavia on their determina-

tion to vote for those who offered a demo-

cratic, tolerant and peaceful future. The

commitment of the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia to the principles and standards

of the OSCE, as well as its readiness to co-

operate with European institutions, regional

and sub-regional arrangements and with its

neighbours, offer new perspectives for

peace and prosperity in South-Eastern

Europe...”

Recognizing the important work of the

Office for Democratic Institutions and

Human Rights (ODIHR) in supporting free

elections, the Ministers noted that: “Elec-

tions both at national and local level held in

several countries in South-Eastern Europe

this year have resulted in major contribu-

tions to peace, reconciliation and justice

throughout the region”. They welcomed the

peaceful conduct of elections in Kosovo and

Bosnia and Herzegovina, and looked for-

ward to the ODIHR playing an active role

in the forthcoming elections in Serbia.

With regard to the OSCE engagement

in Kosovo, the Vienna Declaration states

that: “The recent local elections represent

an important step towards representative

local authorities for the inhabitants of

Kosovo and have enabled them to demon-

strate political responsibility... We call on

all in Kosovo to put an end to violence and

to avoid its spreading as well as to work

together towards a democratic and multi-

ethnic society based on reconciliation and

justice.”

Regarding the developments in Bosnia

and Herzegovina in the past months, the rep-

resentatives of the OSCE participating

States noted the generally positive trends

regarding minority returns, which should be

sustained and supported. They acknowl-

edged that the work of the OSCE Mission

to Bosnia and Herzegovina had been essen-

tial to the success of the recent elections. 

“We note with satisfaction that in these

elections multi-ethnic and pluralist parties

have made some gains. We call on all

elected officials to speedily form fully effec-

tive governmental bodies. We consider it of

utmost importance that the Bosnian citizens

start taking over the responsibility for their

own future”, the document reads.

The Vienna declaration also acknowl-

edges the “major positive developments

that have taken place in Croatia after free

and fair elections early this year. The Croa-

tian government has achieved considerable

and substantial progress in fulfilling its

international commitments... We particu-

larly welcome that the new authorities have

taken essential measures to improve

regional co-operation and show a clear

determination to implement the Dayton

Agreement.”

The Ministers reaffirmed their commit-

ment to the Stability Pact, stressing the

importance of regional co-operation as a

means to foster good neighbourly relations,

stability and economic development. Tak-

ing note of the recent Zagreb Summit, they

add: “The recent historic changes are open-

ing the way for regional reconciliation and

co-operation. They enable the countries in

the region to establish new relations, bene-

ficial to all of them, for the stability of the

region and peace and stability of the Euro-

pean continent. They also give impetus to a

lasting resolution of the problem of refugees

and displaced persons and respect for states’

international borders.”

Finally, the Vienna Declaration wel-

comes the work of the OSCE in assisting in

the implementation of Articles II and IV of

Annex 1-B of the Dayton/Paris Peace

Accords, and its contribution to creating a

framework for peace and stability in South

Eastern Europe. 

“We support measures under Article II

such as transparency of defence budgets,

information exchange on military structures

and other co-operative activities that help to

increase mutual confidence and stability in

the region; and efforts under Article IV in

the field of arms control”, the statement

says. 

With regard to the negotiations on Arti-

cle V of the same document, the Ministers

called upon the States involved to aim to

conclude their work on the basis of their

mandates by the next meeting of the OSCE

Ministerial Council at the latest: “The new

political situation generated by the partici-

pation of the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia in the OSCE and Vienna Doc-

ument provides a fresh impetus to the nego-

tiations on regional stability under Article

V of Annex 1-B of the Dayton/Paris Peace

Accords.”

Ministers adopt Vienna Declaration on
OSCE role in South-Eastern Europe
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A
far-reaching agreement to

combat the spread of small

arms and light weapons was

adopted by the OSCE Forum for Secu-

rity and Co-operation (FSC) last month,

and was immediately welcomed by the

Eighth OSCE Ministerial Council. For

the first time, a concrete international

initiative has been taken to tackle this

growing problem. According to United

Nations estimates there are currently 500

million small arms in circulation.

The OSCE Document on Small

Arms and Light Weapons, the result of

almost 11 months of negotiation in the

FSC, sets real norms and measures for

monitoring the spread of military-type

weapons in the OSCE region. The par-

ticipating States are now committed to

actively responding to “the accumula-

tion and uncontrolled spread of these

weapons.”

Among other measures outlined in

the document, they have agreed to

exchange information on exports and

imports of small arms and light weapons

within the OSCE region. They will com-

bat illicit trafficking of small arms and

light weapons by prosecuting illegal

manufacture, marking small arms and

destroying or marking any unmarked

weapons. New standards for licensing

and documentation for import, export

and transit have also been established,

among other measures.

Field activities

The document also contains a menu

of activities that could involve the OSCE

in the field, such as support in reducing

and destroying small arms stocks and

assisting in voluntary weapons collec-

tion programmes. Such activities, how-

ever, need the permission of the host

country, and must be specifically

detailed in the review of existing or new

Mission mandates by the Permanent

Council. 

Small arms and light weapons are the

weapons of choice of today’s internal

conflicts. “The uncontrolled spread and

illicit trafficking of small arms and light

weapons is a serious problem world-

wide,” said Counsellor Paul Flaherty

from the UK Delegation, Co-ordinator

of the OSCE Document on Small Arms

and Light Weapons.

These arms are cheap, portable, long-

lasting and widely available around the

world. Conflicts become increasingly

difficult to solve with the availability of

such weapons – a vicious cycle of vio-

lence is created, which can undermine

peaceful means of conflict resolution.

The civilian population remains the

greatest victim in conflicts where small

arms and light weapons are used – up to

90 per cent of all victims of war are killed

by small arms, and most of these are

women and children. 

Widespread availability

The lack of international regulation

has contributed to the widespread avail-

ability of small arms and light weapons.

Illegal arms traffickers have little diffi-

culty shipping weapons to conflict

zones, and they are often “recycled”

after wars end and find their way back

to the criminal market. 

“In the past, most countries focused on

controlling major conventional weapons.

However, there are many gaps in legisla-

tion on small arms and light weapons,” said

Katherine Joseph, FSC Support Officer for

Small Arms. The OSCE Document on

Small Arms and Light Weapons addresses

both illicit and legal arms trade, and closes

some gaps in international regulation.

Most of the world’s small arms exports

come from participating States of the

OSCE. The  region also includes states that

are affected by a high number of small

arms and light weapons. Weapons from

Afghanistan are trafficked through Central

Asia, and small arms are widespread in the

Caucasus and South-Eastern Europe. In

Albania, the Government is now under-

taking to destroy 100,000 weapons stolen

from army depots during the anarchic

period that accompanied the pyramid sell-

ing crisis in 1997. Some OSCE Missions,

OSCE agrees package of measures to fight
spread of small arms and light weapons
Document represents ground-breaking achievement 

By Marina Bartl
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Small arms and light weapons remain a
problem in post-conflict areas



particularly those in Georgia, Albania and

Bosnia and Herzegovina, are well-placed

to contribute to efforts aimed at reduc-

ing the spread of these weapons. 

The small arms issue was first raised

within the OSCE in 1996, but the Orga-

nization did not seriously address the

problem until 1998, when the delega-

tions of Canada, Norway, Netherlands

and Switzerland, in association with the

British American Security Information

Council (BASIC), a non-governmental

organization, co-hosted a seminar on

small arms. At the Istanbul Summit in

November 1999, a decision was taken to

launch broad discussion among OSCE

participating States. Combating the

uncontrolled spread of small arms,

increasing transparency on transactions

and fighting illicit trafficking were areas

identified for discussion.

Marina Bartl is Assistant Web Editor in

the Press and Public Information Section

of the OSCE Secretariat

S
ome two million voters turned

out to vote in Bosnia and Herze-

govina’s third general elections

since the signing of the Dayton Peace

Accords in December 1995.  This time

voters went to the polls on 11 November

to elect representatives at the state

(Bosnia and Herzegovina), entity

(Republika Srpska and Federation of

Bosnia and Herzegovina) and cantonal

levels. Elections were also held for the

President and Vice-President of the

Republika Srpska (RS) and for the Sre-

brenica municipal government.

High praise earned

International and local observers

have hailed these elections – the last to

be administered by the OSCE Mission to

BiH – as the fairest and best organized

ones since the end of the conflict in

Bosnia and Herzegovina and the signing

of the Dayton Peace Accords. Both the

Council of Europe and the OSCE Par-

liamentary Assembly had high praise for

the process, stating that the “administra-

tion and conduct of the elections had

improved from all previous elections in

BiH and they were of a high standard”.

The OSCE Head of Mission, Robert

L. Barry, credited this success to the tire-

less efforts and organization of BiH’s

45,000 election workers.   

These elections witnessed two

important innovations to the election

system: multi-member constituencies

and the preferential voting system for the

President and Vice-President of the RS.

And, as during the April municipal elec-

tions, voters used the open list to elect

representatives at all levels.  These

reforms, initially introduced under the

draft Election Law, promote account-

ability and moderation and bring BiH

one step closer to European electoral

standards.   

In the run-up to Election Day, the

Mission predicted that these elections

N E W S L E T T E R
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November general elections in BiH 
“fairest and best organized ever”
Results fell below expectations of analysts

By Peter Clarey 

Citizens cast their ballots in the last post-war elections scheduled to be administered

by the OSCE Mission to BiH
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would be the hardest fought since 1996.

The prediction was borne out in the

weeks preceding the elections, with

nationalist rhetoric taking centre stage at

the expense of real campaign issues, like

jobs and the economy.  The Provisional

Election Commission, together with the

Election Appeals Sub-Commission,

worked together to curb hate speech and

challenges to the Dayton Peace Agree-

ment. The BiH media demonstrated their

professionalism, refusing to join up and

beat the nationalist drum, and complying

with election rules.

The November elections saw the

continuing diversification of the BiH

political scene, with some opposition

parties strengthening their positions in

the political scene of the country.  How-

ever, this diversification is insufficient in

many analysts’ eyes.   

While the big nationalist parties in

the RS and the Bosnia-Croat regions of

the country have scored well, the Social

Democratic Party (SDP), a leading oppo-

sition party in the mould of European

social democratic parties, made signifi-

cant gains in the Federation. The SDP

has doubled its vote take since the 1998

general elections, and now trails the lead-

ing Bosniac party – the Party for Demo-

cratic Action (SDA) – by only one vote

in the Federation House of Representa-

tives. This shift suggests that many vot-

ers in the BiH Federation are moving

away from war-time politics, in which

the SDA was the standard-bearer for

many, and are voting for other political

parties.

With a sizeable increase of votes cast

for the Party for Democratic Progress

(PDP) and the Party of Independent

Social Democrats (SNSD), the political

scene in the RS also continued to diver-

sify. However, the Serb Democratic

Party (SDS), founded by Radovan

Karadzic, the former wartime leader of

the Bosnian Serbs, indicted for war

crimes, will be the largest party in the RS

National Assembly, but will need to seek

a coalition partner.  The moderate

changes in RS illustrate that voters are

beginning to move away from a situation

where one party dominates.

While the elections did not meet the

high expectations of some analysts, they

do signal a step forward for the citizens

of BiH, who voted in free and fair elec-

tions that were marred by neither vio-

lence nor obstruction. The election

results suggest that, however slowly,

more and more citizens of BiH are turn-

ing their backs on nationalist politics.

Peter Clarey is a Public Information

Officer in the OSCE Mission to BiH

T
he Chairperson-in-Office (CiO) of

the OSCE, Austrian Foreign Min-

ister Benita Ferrero-Waldner, trav-

elled to Albania on 13 November to demon-

strate the OSCE's continued strong support

for the country’s reform process. In meet-

ings with the Albanian leadership, she com-

mended the Government for its “remarkable

progress toward democratic change”.

“I believe that if Albania continues

along this path,” she said, “it will have a

bright future as a member of the European

family of democracies.”

Ms. Ferrero-Waldner also opened a

conference on trafficking in human beings,

organized by the Friends of Albania Group,

which co-ordinates international efforts and

aid. The conference was aimed at raising

awareness and identifying solutions for con-

taining, if not halting, this transregional

crime.

“The Government of Albania should

continue to be committed to developing a

national strategy that focuses on enforce-

ment and interdiction as well as on preven-

tion and protection of the victims,” she said.

The CiO also commended the Gov-

ernment on the holding of the local elections

on 1 October, which she said represented a

significant step forward:

“They were not perfect, and reports of

irregularities should be taken seriously and

addressed. But the fact that the people could

cast their ballots without fear of violence or

intimidation makes them so much better

than those before.”

CiO opens conference on trafficking
in human beings during visit to Albania

Austrian Foreign Minister Benita Fer-
rero-Waldner, Chairperson-in-Office



N E W S L E T T E R
9Vol. 7 No. 12

S
hortly after beginning its opera-

tions, early this year, the OSCE

Office in Yerevan was asked by

the international community to take the

lead in co-ordinating the anti-corruption

activities of donors. The fight against

corruption is a high political priority in

Armenia. The Government’s commit-

ment to taking action has been fully sup-

ported by international financial institu-

tions, as well as bilateral and multilateral

donors. But, to date, this activity has pro-

ceeded on a case-by-case basis and has

lacked an overall strategy and plan of

implementation.

The aim was therefore to present a

coherent package of measures to the

Government of Armenia and find a

mechanism to carry the work forward in

a more effective and efficient manner.

The Office also established links with the

Secretariat of the Council of Europe in

Strasbourg in order to engage their

resources and expertise in the future

work.

The first step was to gather together

the international players. An informal

working group was created. Its member-

ship included representatives of the

World Bank, International Monetary

Fund, European Commission, United

Nations Development Programme and

the embassies of France, the USA,

United Kingdom, Germany and the Rus-

sian Federation. 

The group agreed that the best way

forward was to propose to the Armenian

Government the establishment of a joint

international/governmen-

tal task force to draw up an

anti-corruption strategy for

the country. This approach

would result in an effec-

tive, targeted strategy and

would make the best use of

national and international

experience and resources.

The OSCE Head of

Office discussed this idea

with both the President and

the Prime Minister of the

Republic of Armenia. Both

gave their full support to

the proposal. The Ministry

of Foreign Affairs was

given the task of bringing

together representatives

from all relevant Min-

istries to join the task

force. The first meeting was held in mid-

November and work is now underway to

draw up an agreed list of the changes that

are needed in legislation and institutions

to combat corruption in the country

effectively.

As work progresses, the task force

will also include representatives from the

National Assembly, civil society and the

media in the task of drawing up the

agreed strategy. These inputs will be cru-

cial to the successful accomplishment of

the task ahead.

Roy Reeve is the Head of the OSCE

Office in Yerevan

OSCE Office plays co-ordinating role 
on anti-corruption in Armenia
Project wins full support of President and Prime Minister 

By Roy Reeve

A meeting of the International Working Group on Anti-Corruption in Armenia, led by Roy Reeve, 
Head of the OSCE office in Yerevan (standing) 
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t is 2.30 in the morning in Mostar.

The telephone rings in the hotel. It’s

the Regional Centre of the OSCE in

Mostar on the line to say that the counts

in the first polling stations have been com-

pleted and asking if the Swiss Headquar-

ters Support Unit (SHQSU) can start at

once with the transport of voting ballots.

So began the last operation of the

SHQSU.

On 11 November, OSCE-organized

parliamentary elections were held across

the whole of Bosnia and Herzegovina

(BiH), as well as presidential elections in

the Republika Srpska. Transport arrange-

ments for all the election material – every-

thing from voting slips to fully-equipped

polling stations – was handled by the

SHQSU, an unarmed Swiss military unit

comprising 46 people under the com-

mand of  Lt. Col. Jean-Philippe Gaudin. 

Intense preparations had already

begun in June, with the distribution of fur-

niture for the election

offices. For this pur-

pose,  the SHQSU

worked closely with

the Election Services

section of the OSCE

Mission to BiH, in

order to co-ordinate the

provision of transport

as efficiently as possi-

ble.

Some 250 tons of

material were first

transported from

Budapest to Sarajevo,

and then,  shortly

before the elections,

under the protection of

local and international police moved to

the municipal districts.  For the Out-of-

country voting system some voting

papers were even brought to Vienna,

Zagreb and Belgrade.

Before polling day, the generating

equipment in all the field offices had to

be checked, in order to avoid any possi-

ble power-cuts. Each regional centre was

also fitted out with a fully-equipped

polling station, complete with generator

so that voting could continue through any

emergency.

Within three days of the polls closing

on 11 November, all the voting slips had

been collected and brought back to Sara-

jevo for the final tally of results.

This OSCE election support operation

was the last task for the SHQSU, a unit

which had begun work in 1996 following

a decision by the Swiss Federal Council

to make a military unit available to the

OSCE Mission to BiH. Its duties end offi-

cially at midnight on 31 December 2000.

Over a period of four years, the

SHQSU supported the OSCE with a fleet

of 240 vehicles, a flight service, a trans-

port service and a postal service, and even

provided medical care for all OSCE Mis-

sion members in BiH. Besides establish-

ing a headquarters in Sarajevo, regional

bases were also set up in Mostar, Tuzla,

Bihac und Banja Luka.

After the transport service, the other

services used most intensively by the

OSCE were the postal and repair services.

The SHQSU had earlier provided support

to the elections in 1996, 1997 and 1998,

as well as the local elections earlier this

year. Two Swiss officers remain at the

disposal of the OSCE until the end of

2000 to handle logistical tasks.

This last SHQSU operation – con-

tributing to an election that was praised

as the most efficient and best organized

held since the end of the conflict in Bosnia

– showed yet again

the extraordinary

success of the co-

operation between

the OSCE and the

SHQSU, an

achievement that

has been rightly

recognized by the

international com-

munity.

Magdalena Lesjak

is Press and Infor-

mation Officer/

Legal Adviser for

the SHQSU in

Sarajevo.

Getting in the vote: final task for Swiss
Headquarters Support Unit to OSCE
Role comes to an end after four years aiding Mission to BiH

By Magdalena Lesjak

Officers of the Swiss Support Headquarters Unit unload material for the Novem-
ber general elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
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n October, the OSCE helped facili-

tate the latest Aerial Observation

Exercise over the territory of BiH,

as part of the measures being undertaken

to build confidence between the former

antagonistic parties. The exercise was

carried out by the Czech ‘Open Skies’

department, using their Antonov-30 air-

craft. MI-8 helicopters from the armed

forces of each of the Entities (the Fed-

eration of Bosnia and Herzegovina and

the Republika Srpska {FBiH and RS})

flew in tandem with the fixed-wing air-

craft.

Aboard the flight were military rep-

resentatives from the Czech Republic,

Denmark, the Stability Force (SFOR),

the two Entities, and the State of BiH

itself, as well as the OSCE Mission to

BiH.

Flight planning was conducted in

Sarajevo with the assistance of Czech,

Danish and Entity experts. ‘Open Skies’

observers from France, Romania and

Hungary also participated in the events.

The flights produced over one kilometre

of film and hundreds of pictures, which

were evaluated during a follow-up semi-

nar in Prague. The film and photos taken

during the flight are factual and objec-

tive and help to build mutual under-

standing between the parties to the

CSBM Agreement.

This exercise was carried out as a risk

reduction measure to enhance confi-

dence- and security-building under

Measure III in Article II of Annex 1B of

the Dayton Agreement. With these types

of flights, the parties to the Agreement,

are attempting to develop a mechanism

for consultation and co-operation with

regards to ‘unusual military activity’ and

for ‘hazardous incidents of military

nature’.

Five demonstration flights in BiH

Successful observation flight conducted over
BiH supports confidence-building measures

By Daniel Saracino and Lieutenant Colonel Emil Schreiber

The Dayton Peace Agreement of 1995, which brought an end to the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina
(BiH), contained an annex mandating the OSCE to help elaborate and implement three distinct instru-
ments: an agreement on confidence- and security-building measures (CSBMs) in BiH (Article II); a sub-
regional arms control agreement (Article IV); and finally a regional arms control agreement (Article V).
The CSBM Agreement was concluded in Vienna on 26 January 1996 and entered into effect immediately.
It provides for a comprehensive set of measures to enhance mutual confidence and reduce the risk of con-
flict – such as exchange of military information, the notification and observation of certain military activi-
ties, restrictions on deployment, etc. This article describes a recent exercise conducted under its terms.

The Czech ‘Open Skies’ Aerial Observation Flight team before boarding their Antonov-30 aircraft
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had been conducted between 1997 and

1999 by several States Parties to the

Treaty on Open Skies (Hungary, Roma-

nia, Germany, the United States, Russia

and France). The aircraft and aerial

observation equipment used were those

adopted by the Treaty on Open Skies. As

a result of those missions, the military

personnel of FBiH and RS were trained

for aerial observation. Although the cur-

rent aerial observation flight regime is

not part of the Treaty on Open Skies, it

can trace its origins back to that treaty.

Having prepared the experts on aerial

observation with the aim of furthering

transparency between the parties in BiH,

a decision was taken by the Joint Con-

sultative Commission to establish an

aerial observation system in BiH. Ulti-

mately, helicopters in the Entities’ fleets

are to be used as the observation plat-

forms.

The OSCE had to face many chal-

lenges in attempting to organize and co-

ordinate this worthwhile confidence-

building measure. Co-operation and co-

ordination between the OSCE and

SFOR, which manages the airspace over

BiH, was essential to the success of this

exercise. Effective collaboration

between the Office of the Personal Rep-

resentative for Articles II & IV and the

OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herze-

govina made this endeavour a success.

The result was that the supporting

nations were pleased with the results and

parties to the Agreement demonstrated

their professional teamwork and excel-

lent co-operation with the international

organizations and supporting states

involved.

Daniel Saracino and Lt. Col. Schreiber

are Regional Stabilization Officers in

the OSCE Mission to BiH.

A
side from its more formal meet-

ings and debates, the Eighth

OSCE Ministerial Council in

Vienna on 27 and 28 November also pro-

vided the ideal forum for the staging of

an unusual photograph exhibition. Enti-

tled ‘Kosovo in pictures’, the exhibition

of more than 70 pictures taken by the

Czech photographer, Lubomir Kotek,

illustrates in vivid colors the day-to-day

work of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo

(OMIK). The OSCE Secretariat’s Press

and Public Information Section took the

initiative to display these photos at the

Press Centre of the biggest OSCE event

during 2000, in order to interest journal-

ists and representatives of attending del-

egations in the work of the Organization’s

largest Mission. 

‘Kosovo in pictures’ builds upon a

previous exhibition of photographs taken

‘Kosovo in pictures’ photo exhibition held 
at Eighth OSCE Ministerial Council

The Eighth Ministerial Council pro-
vided the occasion for the exhibition

A new trainee police officer graduates from the OSCE Police Service School in
Vushtrri/ Vucitrn, Kosovo
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by Lubomir Kotek during the first year

of the Mission, which describe pictori-

ally the OSCE work in the fields of

human rights and rule of law, media

affairs, democratization, the work of

the Vushtrri/Vucitrn Police School,

and how all this affects the life of the

province’s population. 

Nearly six months and one success-

ful set of municipal elections later, the

collection has shifted its emphasis to

the OSCE’s voter registration and elec-

tion work in the province. From the reg-

istration process, with the taking of fin-

ger prints and digital pictures in the

most remote rural parts of Kosovo, up

to the last political party rallies before

election day, Mr. Kotek has achieved a

series of photos that represent life in

Kosovo 2000 in its most minute details.

Mr. Kotek is a Czech photographer,

born in Prague in 1958. Having trained

as a documentary photographer, he

worked for the news agency Agence

France Presse and as a free-lancer for

numerous Czech newspapers, weeklies

and agencies. He has been involved in

several humanitarian aid projects to

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chechnya

and Kosovo. Since September 1999, he

has worked as the official photographer

for the OSCE Mission in Kosovo. The

photo exhibition ‘Kosovo in pictures’,

of which several pictures are shown

here, will soon be available on-line on

the OSCE website at 

www.osce.org

Humanitarian aid project of Assis-

tance Group to Chechnya extended

The Assistance Group to Chechnya’s

humanitarian aid programme, ‘Psycho-

medical Therapy and Sojourns’, aimed

at Chechen children living in a camp for

internally-displaced people, has been

extended until this month. The pro-

gramme, which originally started in July

and has been financed by the Austrian

Chairmanship, was due to conclude at

the end of September. But as board and

lodging costs for the sojourns in Priel-

brusie (Kabardino-Balkaria) were

cheaper than anticipated, the treatment

in Znamenskoe was extended by three

months. The project provides psycho-

medical assistance to 100 Chechen chil-

dren and 40 mothers living in the

Yuzhny camp in Znamenskoe. These are

people suffering from post-traumatic

stress disorders as a result of the hostil-

ities in the Chechen Republic of the Rus-

sian Federation.

Stability Pact Gender Task Force

holds training session

A training session under the auspices

of the ‘Women can do it’ project was held

in Zagreb from 3 to 5 November. The aim

of the project, part of the Stability Pact

for South-Eastern Europe’s Gender Task

Force, is to empower politically-active

women. The session  gathered about 25

women from various political parties,

non-governmental organizations and

trade unions from central and north-west

Last details being prepared for election
day on the streets of Kosovo

Participants at a pre-election rally fill the
streets of Pristina

OSCE election staff explains the voting
procedures to Kosovar citizens

News from the field
The OSCE currently has Missions or other field activities in Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Croatia, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Kosovo (Federal Republic of Yugoslavia), Latvia, Skopje (the former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia), Moldova, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. The following brief reports reflect some of

the recent work which these field operations have undertaken.



N E W S L E T T E R
14 Vol. 7 No. 12

Croatia, who are expected to conduct

further training sessions in the field. Fur-

ther training sessions for other regions,

including southern and eastern Croatia,

are expected to be held in advance of the

local elections in spring 2001. 

OSCE Mission in Kosovo trains new 

municipal representatives

Following the first democratic muni-

cipal elections held in Kosovo, the OSCE

Mission in Kosovo (OMIK) has orga-

nized and conducted the first round of

post-election training for the province’s

new Municipal Assembly members.

Through OMIK’s Institute for Civil

Administration in Pristina, this training

programme func-tions as an important

element in the process of establishing

local government structures and enabling

their members to commence their work.

The training was held at the beginning of

November in each Kosovo municipality.

Twenty teams of OSCE trainers guided

the Assembly members in two-day sem-

inars through their new roles and respon-

sibilities, including issues such as local

economic development; education, health

care, water and sanitation; and local

infrastructure and planning. The pro-

gramme is part of OSCE’s role to

strengthen local government structures in

Kosovo.

First youth conference held in

Bosnia and Herzegovina

On 6 and 7 November, the OSCE

Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina

(BiH) organized the first BiH Youth

Conference in Sarajevo. The event was

attended among others by the Secretary

General of the European Youth Forum,

representatives of the Croatian non-gov-

ernmental youth organization, GONG,

and members of the NGO CESID from

the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. The

conference’s main aim was to identify

common ground and to strengthen the

contact between youth political party

branches and those representatives of

local youth NGOs that were registered

candidates for the 11 November general

elections in BiH. 

New Kosovo judges and prosecutors 

attend OSCE training seminars

In co-operation with the Council of

Europe, OMIK has been involved in

training more than 100 recently-

appointed judges and prosecutors in

November, through its Kosovo Judicial

Institute. In two-day sessions, partici-

pants from the Peja/Pec, Prizren, Prish-

tine/Pristina, Mitrovice/Mitrovica and

Gjilan/Gnjilane regions were trained in

criminal procedure, the relationship

between the investigating judge, the pub-

lic prosecutor and the police; property

rights, and the functions of the newly-

established Ombudsperson Institution.

This was the second round of training

seminars for judges and prosecutors who

were sworn into office in August and

September this year. The training semi-

nars are presented by Kosovo and inter-

national legal experts and are designed

to help the participants develop their pro-

fessional skills and knowledge in key

areas of their work.

OSCE co-organizes Human Rights

Conference in Tajikistan

The OSCE Mission to Tajikistan,

together with the Office of the Regional

Prosecutor of Sughd province, held a

conference on 9 and 10 November on

‘Human Rights in pre-trial investigation

and arrest’. The event, which was funded

by Austria, Switzerland and the OSCE

Office for Democratic Institutions and

Human Rights (ODIHR), was organized

in the city of Chkalovsk, near Khujand.

Attendees included civil society repre-

sentatives from all Central Asian coun-

tries except Turkmenistan, representa-

tives of law and order institutions from

Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, and mem-

bers of all OSCE presences in the region.

On the agenda of the conference were

topics such as the norms and standards

regarding human rights during pre-trial

investigation; prevention of torture and

violence; the role of the Ombudsman

institution in guaranteeing Human

Rights; and the role of civil society in

monitoring human rights and the inves-

tigation process.

Tenth class graduates from OSCE 

Kosovo Police Service School

On 18 November, the tenth class of

police cadets graduated from the OSCE-

run Kosovo Police Service School in

Vushtrri/Vucitrn. This brings the total

number of police officers successfully

trained by the OMIK to 2,539. This class

consisted of 293 cadets of whom 41 are

non-Albanian and 53 are women. After

the completion of their eight-week long

basic training course, they spent a fur-

ther 19 weeks of in-service training with

international police officers of the

United Nations Mission in Kosovo, as

well as an additional 80 hours of class-

room tuition provided by OSCE police

instructors at regional training centres

throughout the province. Meanwhile, the

319 students of the eleventh basic course

completed their sixth week of training,

and the 301 students of the twelft course

finished their second week. OMIK aims

to provide democratically-oriented basic

police training for at least 4,000 locally

recruited police officers.

Ombudsperson Institution formally

inaugurated last month in Kosovo

On 21 November, the newly created

Kosovo Ombudsperson Institution was

inaugurated in a formal ceremony in

Pristina. The foundations for this new

institution, which will operate indepen-

dently of the OSCE and the other pillars

of the United Nations Mission in
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Kosovo, were laid by the OMIK. In July,

Marek Antoni Nowicki from Poland was

appointed to the position of Ombudsper-

son. He will be assisted in his work by

one international and two Kosovar

deputies. The main tasks of the office are

to accept and investigate complaints

against the authorities concerning

alleged abuses of power and human

rights violations. The service of this

multi-ethnic institution is free of charge

and can be used by individuals, groups

or organizations. All complaints

received are treated confidentially. 

OMIK opens its ninth NGO

resource centre

As a further move to contribute to the

goal of building democratic institutions

through support for local grassroots ini-

tiatives, OMIK opened a new NGO

resource centre on 24 November, the

ninth of its kind. Located in Fushe

Kosove/Kosovo Polje, the centre is

designed to give local non-governmen-

tal organizations access to office and

training facilities and resources. By

establishing these centres, the OSCE

Mission in Kosovo is trying to create a

favourable environment for the estab-

lishment and development of local NGO

and civil society structures, and gener-

ally to promote greater participation of

Kosovo citizens in public life. Services

to the NGOs, which include the use of

meeting rooms, telephones, and copy

machines as well as specific training, are

provided in both Albanian and Serbian.

OSCE AMG in Belarus begins

seminars for public defenders

As part of the project ‘Training of

public defenders and support to the

independent legal sector’, the OSCE

Advisory and Monitoring Group in

Belarus started a series of seminars for

members of human rights organiza-

tions, advocates, journalists and city

authorities on 25 and 26 November. The

series, which began in Glubokoye and

Molodechno, will also include seminars

for public defenders in 15 other cities

and towns of Belarus. Two leading

human rights NGOs – the Belarusian

Helsinki Committee and Legal Assis-

tance to the Population – have been

selected to hold these seminars. These

NGOs have jointly published a hand-

book for public defenders, which is

being distributed at the seminars, and to

the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and

Justice, the Constitutional and Supreme

Courts, and other government institu-

tions. It focuses on both theo-retical and

practical aspects of the role of public

defenders in court proceedings. The

seminar programme, which is funded

by the European Union and the ODIHR,

is expected to be completed by Febru-

ary 2001.

OMIK appoints National Co-direc-

tor for the Kosovo Law Centre

A National Co-Director has been

appointed by OMIK for the Kosovo

Law Centre. From 1 December, Pro-

fessor Gani Oruqi will lead the Centre

alongside the International Co-Direc-

tor, Dr Sebastian von Muenchow, who

has been in charge of the institution

since its opening this May. Professor

Oruqi is an expert for family law at the

Law Faculty of the University of

Pristina and has been engaged in the

negotiations on the Law Faculty cur-

riculum reform in Kosovo. The OSCE

established the Kosovo Law Centre in

conjunction with local and interna-

tional partners. The Centre serves as a

legal think-tank, which is neutral and

st r ic t ly  non-pol i t ica l  in  nature .

National and international experts

work side-by-side at the Centre.

On 2 November,

the NATO Secre-

tary General ,

Lord Robertson,

addressed the Per-

manent Council of

the OSCE in

Vienna. In his speech, the first by any

NATO Secretary General to the OSCE’s

main decision-making body,  he empha-

sized the developing ties between the two

organizations. “NATO-OSCE relations

are a strategic imperative. We live in a

time when democratic norms are acquir-

ing an ever greater weight in interna-

tional relations. The OSCE remains the

standard bearer of these norms... But like

NATO, it cannot achieve its goals in iso-

lation... That is why the strategic part-

nership between our two institutions is

becoming ever more valuable,” Lord

Robertson told the Permanent Council. 

With regard to co-operation on the

ground between both organizations,

Lord Robertson said: “Bosnia and

Kosovo have demonstrated that our two

institutions not only pursue common

goals, but can actually pursue them in

common... in NATO, the OSCE will find

a strong and co-operative partner.

Because NATO, too, has broadened its

agenda -- and it has done so in line with

the objectives shared by the OSCE”, he

added.

The OSCE Permanent Council for-

mally welcomed Thailand as the ninth

Partner for Co-operation on 9 Novem-

ber. Alongside Japan and Korea, Thai-

land is the third Asian country to join the

OSCE’s group of Partners for Co-oper-

ation. In a letter of 11 October, the Thai

Government had expressed its wish to

develop more structured contacts with

the OSCE and to develop and actively

IN BRIEF
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promote the goals of the Organization.

On 27 November, in a speech at the

Eighth Ministerial Council meeting,

Thailand’s Foreign Minister, Dr Surin

Pitsuwan, thanked the OSCE States for

their confidence in his country. 

“Thailand has long been an advo-

cate of co-operative security, of pro-

moting formal and informal links on

political and security matters between

regions through co-operation”, he said.

“This has been the driving force behind

our desire to be a Partner for Co-oper-

ation of the OSCE which we view as

bringing benefit to both parties”. As the

only South-East Asian country with

formal links to the OSCE, Thailand

expects to provide fresh perspectives

on a number of issues, from regional

security to transnational crime. “We

are looking forward to working closely

within the framework and machinery of

the OSCE”, Dr Pitsuwan said.

The OSCE Chairperson-in-Office

(CiO), Austrian Foreign Minister,

Benita Ferrero-Waldner, issued a state-

ment on 13 November welcoming the

peaceful and orderly conduct of the

general elections in Bosnia and Herze-

govina (BiH), held on 11 November.

“These elections represent an impor-

tant contribution to the continued

implementation of the Dayton Peace

Accords”, she said. 

The CiO noted with satisfaction that

a solid majority of the citizens of the

country had participated in the polls,

while more than 40,000 BiH citizens

had assisted in the organization of the

elections. “The participation of a high

number of domestic observers and

other civic groups represents an impor-

tant step towards the local ownership”,

Ms Ferrero-Waldner said. She called

upon the new holders of office to

implement the election results at all

levels and to ensure an efficient and

orderly transfer of power.  

The High Representative for

Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH),

Wolfgang Petritsch, addressed the

Permanent Council on 20 November,

one week after the holding of the third

OSCE-supervised general elections in

the country. He congratulated the

OSCE Mission to BiH on the success-

ful conduct of the elections, and sum-

marized the tasks lying ahead for the

international community in Bosnia and

Herzegovina. “Attention now turns to

the implementation of the election

results”, he said. “The first priority is

to establish assemblies and govern-

ments... as soon as possible.” 

Mr. Petritsch emphasized that it was

high time for the institutions in BiH to

show an increase in political will to

adopt a constructive attitude. “It is

essential for BiH to speed up the pace

of reforms if it is not to lag behind even

further the rest of the countries in the

region”, he stated. “The key strategic

areas... remain the same: economic

reform, refugee return and the consol-

idation and strengthening of institu-

tions, especially at State level.”

On 23 November, the European

Union Commissioner on External

Relations, Christopher Patten, deliv-

ered an address to the Permanent Coun-

cil, focussing on the growing partner-

ship between the OSCE and the EU.

This was the first time a member of the

European Commission had addressed

the OSCE Permanent Council. In his

speech, Mr. Patten stressed the existing

relationship between the two organiza-

tions was making a real difference to

the everyday lives of many people

across the European continent. 

“Our people and your people work

alongside each other every day, some-

times in conditions of danger, often in

harsh and difficult environments”, the

EU Commissioner said. “Let me place

on record our admiration for the tire-

less work carried out by OSCE field

missions, staffed by dedicated person-

nel, who are right at the front-line in

promoting democracy, human rights

and the rule of law. Europe owes them

a great deal.” 

During his address, Mr. Patten

noted that both organizations had been

working increasingly closely together

in recent years, particularly in the

Balkans. Mr. Patten commended the

OSCE’s work in the areas of elections,

democratization, human rights and rule

of law.

Permanent Council

The  Federa l  Republ ic  o f

Yugoslavia has appointed Minister

Counsellor Branka Latinovic as Head

of its Mission to the OSCE. She took

up her new duties on 9 November.

The Permanent Mission of Spain

to the OSCE has informed the Perma-

nent Council that its Head, Antonio

Cosano, completed his duties on 30

November. Until the arrival of a new

Head of Mission, Servando de la Torre,

Deputy Head of Mission, acts as

Charge d’Affaires ad interim.

The Fore ign  Minis t ry  of  the

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, a

Mediterranean Partner for Co-opera-

tion of the OSCE, has appointed Dr

Muhyieeddeen Touq as Head of its Per-

manent Mission to the OSCE. He suc-

ceeds Dr Mazen M. Armouti in this

position.
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EIGHTH OSCE 
MINISTERIAL
COUNCIL 

Kurier, 25 November

‘Today, after the admission of the

democratic latecomer Yugoslavia, the

OSCE family has 55 members. The yearly

council in Vienna on Monday will be a

Who’s Who of world politics... Much hand-

shaking for a better world, or at least the old

continent, is assured...The emphasis of the

Austrian chairmanship has been the

Balkans, the Caucasus and Central Asia. If

its success would be judged after the travel

activities of the OSCE Chairperson-in-

Office, Foreign Minister Ferrero-Waldner,

there would be cause for congratulations.

However, the goal which her predecessor

Wolfgang Schüssel (as Foreign Minister in

the former coalition) set for the Chairman-

ship has been missed – not necessarily

because of anyone’s fault. Mr. Schüssels

definition of success was: “If we at the end

of 2000 would be able to state that there are

fewer crisis areas than at the beginning of

the year, then we would have achieved a

huge success.”’

Die Presse, 27 November

‘The OSCE has two basic faults: the

decision-making is by consensus, and there

are no possibilities of sanctions against

wrongdoers in its own ranks. However, it

would be wrong to immediately denounce

the OSCE as “a politically toothless

wailer” because of that. Its structure alone

makes the OSCE an organization that can

work efficiently only in the background.

The best example of that is the host of

OSCE mission members in the field, who

according to a high-level OSCE diplomat

are working in conditions marked by

“mud, despair and insecurity”. And who

also achieve a lot. However, the untold

number of smaller and bigger successes

that they are able to reach often remain

unknown to the general public. In spite of

that, however, an OSCE Chairmanship –

this year it is Austria – will always be

judged according to its visible successes,

which have been absent or occurred in a

very limited number in the year 2000.’ 

Der Standard, 27 November

‘When judging the Austrian Chairman-

ship, one can perceive what the OSCE is

able to do and what it is not able to do. Its

biggest value is that it exists: as a perma-

nent negotiating forum on the basis of (at

least verbally) agreed common principles

and values, as mediator in conflicts and as

an instrument for non-military crisis man-

agement.’

Reuters, 28 November

‘Foreign ministers from the 55-nation

OSCE failed on Tuesday to agree on a dec-

laration on resolving the Chechnya conflict

because of Russia’s objections. But minis-

ters ending a two-day meeting of the OSCE

urged Moscow to seek a political solution...

Austrian Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-

Waldner, who chairs the OSCE, said it had

not been possible to reach consensus on a

final declaration on Chechnya, Georgia and

Moldova. Instead, she issued a “chairper-

son’s statement” summarizing views

expressed at the meeting, which said min-

isters had called for the immediate return of

the OSCE mission to Chechnya... Russian

Deputy Foreign Minister Yevgeny Gusarov

said Ferrero-Waldner’s statement did not

reflect the full range of views expressed at

the meeting.’

BBC, 28 November

‘A meeting of foreign ministers of the

55-nation OSCE has ended in failure

because of Russia’s objections to para-

graphs on Chechnya, Georgia and

Moldova.’

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 

28 November

‘The yearly meeting of OSCE foreign

ministers ended on Tuesday in the Hofburg

in Vienna without a common final declara-

tion. In spite of several postponements of

the concluding session and intense negoti-

ations during the two preceding nights and

during the second conference day, the rep-

resentatives of the 55 participating States

failed to reach consensus on a common

text... Nevertheless, they managed to reach

agreement on an  OSCE Document on

Small Arms and Light Weapons, the adop-

tion of which had been preceded by eleven

months of negotiations in Vienna.’

Kurier, 29 November

‘A visibly disappointed OSCE Chair-

person appeared on Tuesday before the

press: With barely concealed anger, Benita

Ferrero-Waldner... announced an incom-

plete result of the negotiations. The OSCE

meeting in Vienna ended a few hours later

without a final declaration... The negotia-

tions had lasted “the whole night through”,

explained the Foreign Minister, however it

had proved impossible to reach a common

declaration on the for Russia sensitive cri-

sis regions: Moldova, Georgia and above all

Chechnya... The unsatisfactory result of the

meeting shows once again the basic weak-

ness of the OSCE: it can only be active when

in consensus but is more and more being

confronted with conflicts within states, in

which the governments concerned do not

want any involvement from the outside.’

Die Presse, 29 November

‘The normality of the OSCE is much

greyer than what a family picture with grin-

ning foreign ministers seems to tell...

Through no fault of the Austrians them-

selves, the OSCE under Austrian chair-

manship has slid into a crisis.’

Die Presse, 29 November

‘The failure to reach agreement on a

PRESS PROFILE  
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final declaration was interpreted in differ-

ent ways in OSCE circles: on the one hand,

there were regrets, on the other hand, it was

said that, “no common declaration is better

than a washed-out, weak statement.”’

Der Standard, 29 November

‘Consensus is good, conflict is better.

Namely where the consensus principle

becomes a fetish, which justifies any com-

promise, however bad. In this sense the

OSCE Vienna Ministerial Council was a

downright success. The struggle about a

final declaration, which never materialized,

made the issues under dispute much more

transparent than would have been the case

with a consensus declaration. If this hap-

pened  more often in the future, it would

benefit the organization.’

Nezavisimaya Gazeta, 30 November

‘In Russia, yet another foreign policy

problem has appeared; namely, Moscow’s

relationship to the OSCE has become com-

plicated again. As a matter of fact, what hap-

pened at the OSCE Ministerial Council is

rather not a new conflict, but a return to an

old one of almost a year ago ... Actually, the

issue is not Chechnya ... [it] simply reveals

negative tendencies which have an obvious

anti-Russian direction and which other

countries would hardly like if their own

interests were jeopardized.

The Organization has in fact forgotten

other important tasks and goals which were

set by the CSCE at the dawn of its activi-

ties, and focussed entirely on human rights

problems in Russia and some other CIS

states, with the emphasis on the Chechnya

problem ... The results of the foreign min-

isters’ meeting give cause to multifaceted

reflections. On the one hand, regret is being

expressed that there was no agreement on

a final joint declaration, on the other hand

it is being said that this is for the better,

because it is better to have no declaration

than to work out an ambiguous surrogate.

That might indeed be the case, [the meet-

ing was] no catastrophe, and the Vienna les-

son might help the OSCE to start tackling

real tasks and problems.’ 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
YUGOSLAVIA

Reuters, 6 November

‘Yugoslavia has submitted a request to

join the OSCE, its chairwoman said on

Monday, in the latest step in the country’s

march away from international isolation.

Austrian Foreign Minister Benita Ferrero-

Waldner told reporters in Belgrade that

Yugoslav President Vojislav Kostunica had

presented her with a letter accepting an

OSCE invitation to apply for membership

of Europe’s security and human rights

watchdog... Ms. Ferrero-Waldner said the

OSCE, which has taken a lead role in help-

ing to build democracy in former commu-

nist states, would provide monitors for Ser-

bian parliamentary elections in December

and would open an office in Belgrade.’

BBC, 7 November

‘President Vojislav Kostunica on Mon-

day handed over a letter to Austrian For-

eign Minister and OSCE chairwoman

Benita Ferrero-Waldner, who is part of a

team visiting Belgrade. In it, he acknowl-

edges that Federal Yugoslavia was only one

of the successor states to the former Social-

ist Republic of Yugoslavia – a vital condi-

tion for membership of the OSCE.’

Die Presse, 11 November

‘At his country’s OSCE admission cer-

emony in the Hofburg in Vienna on Friday,

Yugoslavia’s new Foreign Minister Goran

Svilanovic assured that Yugoslavia will

face the consequences of ten years of war:

settle the conflicts, make peace with its

neighbours, take back those who had left

the country during the war. The first step by

Belgrade however was to be its reintegra-

tion into European structures. Belgrade had

asked the OSCE to observe the Serbian par-

liamentary elections on 23 December, and

in addition to that, it welcomed a rapporteur

from the OSCE. The admission to the

OSCE was enthusiastically celebrated. The

OSCE Council was united in its assessment

that this was an event of historical propor-

tions.’

Süddeutsche Zeitung, 11 November

‘After the UN, now also the OSCE has

admitted the Federal Republic of

Yugoslavia as member state. This decision

was taken by the Permanent Council of the

OSCE on Friday at a special session in

Vienna... The admission into the OSCE was

decided, as prescribed, by consensus. After

the ceremonial decision, the flag of the for-

mer Yugoslavia at the OSCE headquarters

in Vienna was taken down and the one of

the so called rump-Yugoslavia hoisted.’

AZERBAIJAN

BBC, 7 November

‘The European security organization,

the OSCE, says Azerbaijan’s parliamentary

elections on Sunday were marred by seri-

ous irregularities. The head of the OSCE’s

observer mission in Azerbaijan... told a

news conference that 150 monitors had doc-

umented ballot-stuffing, intimidation of

opposition party members, and the manip-

ulation of turnout figures. She also said the

counting process was completely flawed.’

Financial Times, 7 November

‘International observers yesterday con-

demned “serious irregularities” in Azerbai-

jan’s weekend parliamentary elections in

which President Haydar Aliyev’s ruling

party won a landslide victory... In a hard-

hitting report, the Council of Europe and the

OSCE, which together deployed 150 elec-

tion observers, said: “Voting was marred by

numerous instances of serious irregularities

including a completely flawed counting
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process, manipulated turnout figures, pro-

duction of either false protocols or no pro-

tocol at all, multiple voting and series of

apparently identical signatures on the vot-

ers lists.”’

Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 7 November

‘Altogether the criticism by the

observers turned out to be extremely sharp,

which is all the more noteworthy especially

since the OSCE, during such missions,

often wraps its misgivings into roundabout

diplomatic phrases, in order not to step on

anybody’s toes.

BOSNIA ELECTIONS

Reuters, 10 November

‘The OSCE has run a total of six elec-

tions of various kinds in Bosnia, and this is

intended to be its last... The OSCE has intro-

duced some changes to the electoral rules

and regulations, incorporating the provi-

sions of a draft election law that Bosnia

failed to pass this year.’

Reuters, 12 November

‘Parliamentarians from the OSCE and

the Council of Europe on Sunday praised

the conduct of Bosnia’s weekend general

elections, which are due to be the last post-

war polls organised as well as monitored by

the OSCE. But they also cited allegations that

some parties had tried to incite hatred or

organise fraud and efforts to undermine the

Dayton peace agreement that ended Bosnia’s

1992-5 war and called on the newly-elected

politicians to pass a crucial election law.’

Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 14 November

‘Not even the third OSCE organized

and monitored elections brought desired

results in the Serb Republic and in the com-

pactly Croat populated Western Herzegov-

ina. Both nationalist parties have again seen

good results, despite the change of govern-

ments in Zagreb and Belgrade.’

Der Standard, 14 November

‘The situation in Bosnia and Herzegov-

ina after the parliamentary elections on

Monday was characterized by rejoicing

among the victorious nationalists in the Serb

and Croat areas and by words of admon-

ishment from the OSCE. The head of the

OSCE mission, Robert Barry, requested

constructive work from the parties... The

Chairperson-in-Office of the OSCE, For-

eign Minister Benita Ferrero-Waldner,

emphasized that the OSCE would continue

to support moderate forces in the building

of civil society, economic reforms, law and

order and common institutions.’

Neue Zürcher Zeitung, 14 November

‘In the Serb Republic, the nationalists

achieved a big victory, thereby inflicting a

humiliating defeat on Western diplomats...

Milorad Dodik, the presidential candidate

favoured by the West, managed to reach

only 26 percent, and his independent Social-

ists had to be content with only 11 percent

of the votes in the parliamentary poll. That

was the bill for a not very successful gov-

ernment; the OSCE campaign against cor-

ruption might have done particular damage

to Dodik and his team.’

Süddeutsche Zeitung, 18 November

‘The conflict between the Bosnia mis-

sion of the OSCE and the nationalist Serb

and Croat parties in Bosnia and Herzegov-

ina has intensified. The mission stroke 13

elected candidates of the Croat Democratic

Party HDZ from the lists... With these sanc-

tions, the OSCE punishes the HDZ for an

illegal referendum, which the party had

organized among Croat voters.’ 

KOSOVO

Die Presse, 10 November

‘“These elections will go into history as

the best that ever have been held right after

the end of a conflict.” Daan Everts, head of

the OSCE mission in Kosovo, on Thursday

in Vienna, was drawing his conclusions

about the end-October municipal elections

in Kosovo. There had been no violence, said

Everts, hardly any invalid votes, with 79

percent a high turnout of voters, and

impressingly correct voters lists, which the

OSCE had prepared with painstaking effort.

Everts said that he had been especially

impressed by the atmosphere among the

Kosovo Albanian population on election

day. They had arrived in their best Sunday

dress, already at seven in the morning

formed queues outside the polling stations

and had in many cases to stand waiting for

several hours.’   

KYRGYZSTAN

The Economist, 4 November

‘Askar Akaev, who has been president

of the former Soviet republic of Kyrgyzs-

tan since 1990, was re-elected for yet

another five-year term this week with a nifty

74,5 % of the vote... The OSCE, which

monitored the election, said the Kyrgyz

presidential election failed to comply with

its standards for democratic elections, con-

demning the process in even harsher terms

than it used for the country’s dubious par-

liamentary elections in February and

March.’

MOLDOVA

Reuters, 20 November

‘The OSCE said on Monday talks on

resolving a dispute over Moldova’s sepa-

ratist  Trans-Dniestrian region and the with-

drawal of Russian troops were deadlocked.

“The OSCE mission to Moldova regrets

that the negotiation process for a lasting set-

tlement of the Trans-Dniestrian problem

has not made significant progress,” a mis-

sion statement said. The mission said it had

proved impossible to assemble representa-

tives of the parties to the conflict.’
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Parliamentary

elections in 

Azerbaijan fall

below international

standards

The Off ice  for

Democratic Institutions and Human

Rights (ODIHR) observed the 5 Novem-

ber parliamentary elections in Azerbai-

jan. The International Election Observa-

tion Mission, a joint undertaking by the

ODIHR, the OSCE Parliamentary

Assembly (OSCE PA), and the Parlia-

mentary Assembly of the Council of

Europe (PACE), concluded that the elec-

tions, while marking some progress over

previous elections, fell short of interna-

tional standards. In a statement of pre-

liminary findings and conclusions, the

international observers also noted that

significant improvements will have to be

achieved in order to meet standards for

democratic elections.

The ODIHR long-term election

observation mission, deployed on 4

October,  was headed by Nikolai

Vulchanov (Bulgaria). On election day,

the Observation Mission deployed more

than 200 short-term observers, including

21 parliamentarians from the OSCE Par-

liamentary Assembly (PA) and 18 from

the Parliamentary Assembly of the

Council of Europe (PACE).

Serious deficiencies were noted in

the implementation of the election legis-

lation. The registration of candidates for

the single mandate constituencies was

substantially flawed and effectively

barred approximately half of the candi-

dates from running. The elections were

marred by numerous instances of serious

irregularities, in particular a completely

flawed counting process. Observers

reported ballot stuffing, manipulated

turnout results, pre-marked ballots and

production of either false protocols or no

protocols at all. The international

observers appealed to the authorities to

urgently investigate in an open and trans-

parent manner all irregularities and to

take appropriate action immediately.

Nonetheless, the international

observers noted that progress had been

made in particular with regard to enhanc-

ing political pluralism. The elections

took place within an improved legisla-

tive framework. The newly amended

election legislation provided for multi-

party election commissions at all levels.

In contrast to previous elections, all

political parties were eventually able to

register for the proportional ballot,

although the late registration of eight of

them did affect their ability to conduct a

full campaign. The media provided for a

diversity of political views, although the

state-owned media clearly spoke in

favour of the incumbents. 

As a result of violations, the Central

Election Commission of Azerbaijan

announced repeat elections in 11 con-

stituencies to take place on 4 January

2001. The ODIHR will deploy an obser-

vation mission for the re-run elections.

Romania’s rounds of polling meet

commitments for democratic elections

The ODIHR observed the 27 Novem-

ber presidential and parliamentary elec-

tions in Romania and concluded that they

were conducted in accordance with

OSCE commitments for democratic

elections. The ODIHR Election Obser-

vation Mission, headed by Linda Edge-

worth (USA), found these, the fourth

general elections since the 1989 over-

throw of the Ceausescu regime, to be fur-

ther evidence that democratic elections

are firmly entrenched in Romania. Based

on a limited observation on election day

(42 short-term observers), the voting

process and counting were found to have

been carried out in accordance with the

legal and procedural requirements.

Important features promoted an elec-

toral process in Romania that was

accountable, transparent, free, fair and

equal. Noteworthy were the politically

inclusive election bureaux, the broadly

pluralist contests, the transparency of the

election results tabulation, media that

gave voters access to a broad range of

information, and public-service broad-

casts that provided contestants with fair

and balanced treatment. 

While noting the overall strengths of

the electoral framework in Romania, the

ODIHR found shortcomings that remain

to be addressed, in particular the absence

of a standing electoral body. The system

of amending laws through emergency

ordinances and decisions of the Govern-

ment, the overly restrictive rules for

domestic election observer organiza-

tions, the extensive use of supplemental

voter lists and the inadequate treatment

of signatures on petitions in support of

presidential candidates were also noted.

First Gender Focal Point included in

an Election Observation Mission

The ODIHR Election Observation

Mission included for the elections in

from the Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights

The OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) is located at Aleje Ujazdowskie 19,
PL-00 557 Warsaw, Poland, tel.: (+48-22) 520 06 00, fax: (+48-22) 520 06 05, e-mail: office@odihr.osce.waw.pl

UPDATE

ELECTIONS
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Romania for the first time a gender issues

specialist to analyze all stages of the

electoral process from a gender perspec-

tive, including political party policies

and attitudes to women candidates and

women voters. Consideration of gender

issues will be integrated into all future

election observation. Women’s repre-

sentation is generally extremely low in

the transitional countries of the OSCE

region and the particular concerns of

women citizens are often not included in

party platforms. Inclusion of gender

issues in election observation will there-

fore generate information and recom-

mendations on meeting the OSCE com-

mitments to promote equal participation

of women in all aspects of political life.

ODIHR to observe parliamentary

elections in Republic of Serbia

In preparation for the National

Assembly elections in the Republic of

Serbia/Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

scheduled for 23 December, the ODIHR

sent a needs assessment mission to Bel-

grade from 13 to 16 November. On the

basis of the mission’s findings, the

ODIHR decided to deploy an Election

Observation Mission in the Republic of

Serbia. 

On 23 November, the Mission,

headed by Nikolai Vulchanov (Bul-

garia), opened its office in Belgrade with

ten election experts, and 12 regional

offices with 24 long-term observers

throughout Serbia. A total of 150 short-

term observers have been requested from

the participating States to observe elec-

tion day.

Final report on fYROM elections

The ODIHR released its final report

on the municipal elections in the former

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, held

on 10 September. The report is available

on the ODIHR website at 

www.osce.org/odihr

DEMOCRATIZATION

Workshop held on women’s leadership

and network building in Kyrgyzstan

A workshop on women’s leadership

and network building was organized by the

ODIHR in Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyzstan, from 14

to 17 November. The 50 participants

included women from all regions of Kyr-

gyzstan, among them NGO representa-

tives, women members of parliament and

representatives of the State Commission on

Women and Family Issues. Many of the

NGO representatives had become active in

women’s rights and gender equality work

only recently, following ODIHR training

seminars in the summer of this year.

The first part of the workshop focused

on capacity-building, women’s empower-

ment, strengthening of leadership skills and

broadening knowledge on gender equality

and women’s rights for women leaders from

the regions. The second half concentrated

on network building, development of co-

operation between women NGOs from all

regions and women MPs, and lobbying on

gender policy and equality of opportunity. 

One session of the workshop was

devoted to discussing draft laws on gender

equality and domestic violence, prepared

by two NGOs from Bishkek. This gave the

opportunity to improve and develop the

drafts further, and to agree on lobbying

techniques and mechanisms. The ODIHR

had provided expert advice on both laws

which will be considered in the final drafts.

The participants also succeeded in

establishing concrete working relations,

identifying a networking methodology and

developing a common understanding of the

women’s movement and gender policy.

Training workshop on women’s

rights held in Kazakhstan

A training and strategy workshop for

Kazakhstani women NGO leaders and

media representatives was held by the

ODIHR from 20 to 22 November. The

training included techniques for lobby-

ing for gender equality legislation and

approaches to working with the media to

create public understanding and support

for women’s rights. Participants worked

to identify common long- and short-term

goals for work on gender issues and

plans for lobbying for gender equality

legislation. 

New working relations between the

media and NGO representatives were

also developed. NGO participants made

recommendations for the continuation of

the ODIHR regional training project on

women’s rights awareness, which has

provided legal literacy training to

women in five regions of Kazakhstan.

ODIHR assists with establishment of

Armenian Ombudsperson institution

The ODIHR in November continued

its assistance with the establishment of

an Ombudsperson institution in Arme-

nia. An ODIHR expert attended a work-

shop organized by the OSCE Office in

Yerevan, the Ministry of Justice, and the

Council of Europe to discuss comments

on the draft Ombudsperson law. The

comments, provided earlier this year by

the ODIHR and the Council of Europe,

had identified deficiencies in the draft

law. 

During the open and very frank dis-

cussions, the Ministry of Justice reiter-

ated Armenia’s willingness to create an

independent Ombudsperson institution.

ODIHR and Council of Europe experts

discussed with the authorities a number

of possible improvements to the law,

including the suggestion to transfer the

power to  e lect  and dismiss  the

Ombudsperson from the President to

Parliament.

Together with the OSCE Office in

Yerevan, the ODIHR also participated in

a round table briefing for NGOs about

the nature and purpose of an Ombudsper-
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son institution, in an effort to strengthen

civil society support for the idea of estab-

lishing an independent human rights

institution.

Training seminars held for prison

authorities in Armenia

In mid-November, the ODIHR con-

ducted two training seminars for prison

governors and officials of the Ministry

of Justice, two key groups for the reform

of the penitentiary system in Armenia.

The Ministry of Justice co-organized the

training seminar.

Armenia has recently decided to

transfer the penitentiary service from the

Ministry of the Interior to the Ministry

of Justice. The transfer represents an

important step in conceptually separat-

ing those responsible for custody from

those responsible for investigation and

prosecution. The seminars addressed the

role and substance of international stan-

dards for the penitentiary service and the

underlying rationale and philosophy. By

using this approach, the ODIHR seeks to

support efforts by the authorities in

Armenia to ensure that the transfer is not

only a formal one, but leads to a genuine

modernization and demilitarization of

the penitentiary service.

ODIHR assists with establishment

of new FYROM police academy

Continuing its support for the estab-

lishment of the new police academy and

its curriculum, the ODIHR sent two

police experts from the United Kingdom

to Skopje from 6 to 16 November. The

experts reviewed the progress made

since their last visit earlier this year. 

The experts assisted in the identifi-

cation of the subjects to be addressed

under the different modules of the

academy’s draft curriculum. The open-

ing of the new institution  with a new

curriculum is currently planned for

September 2001. 

The visit is part of a support pro-

gramme for the police of the former

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

(fYROM), which is implemented jointly

by the ODIHR, the OSCE Spillover Mis-

sion to Skopje, the Constitutional and

Legal Policy Institute, Budapest, and the

Open Society Institute Macedonia.

Montenegrin mayors pay visits

to Austrian municipalities

The ODIHR Office in Montenegro

organized a visit to Austria by mayors and

deputy mayors from 19 out of 21 Mon-

tenegrin municipalities, from 19 to 26

November. The municipalities of Mon-

tenegro had few international contacts in

the last decade, and the visit was intended

to open up the possibility of project part-

nerships between Montenegrin and Aus-

trian municipalities. During the visit, con-

crete co-operation projects in fields such

as environmental protection and medical

care were initiated. The ODIHR Office in

Montenegro will continue its assistance to

the municipalities and follow up on sug-

gestions made during the visit. The pro-

gramme was co-organized by the Federa-

tion of Cities of Austria.

Training held for women’s rights and

anti-trafficking project in Albania 

Project trainers for the women’s

rights and anti-trafficking education pro-

ject, developed by the ODIHR and the

OSCE Presence in Albania, received a

five-day course of intensive training to

prepare them to work with identified tar-

get groups. They will be working to com-

bat trafficking and the abuse of women’s

rights through the prevention, dissemi-

nation of information and protection of

victims. The trainers will work closely

with OSCE field offices in three pilot

areas and also with selected target groups

in Tirana. Discussions during the train-

ing also highlighted the need for greater

government action to address women’s

rights and unequal status, as well as the

linkage between women’s unequal and

subordinate status and the prevalence of

trafficking. 

NGO-Government round table held

on trafficking in Romania

In the first event of its kind in Roma-

nia, the ODIHR, together with the Roma-

nian Ministry of Justice and the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, organized a round table

in Bucharest on 30 October aimed at com-

batting trafficking in human beings. A

number of high-level officials gave pre-

sentations at this well-attended conference,

among them the Minister of Justice,

Valeriu Stoica, and the Secretary of State,

Mihai Razvan Ungureanu, as well as Nadia

Constantinescu, Counsellor at the Ministry

of Justice, and ODIHR Deputy Director,

Peter Eicher. 

The participants identified key areas

for further reflection and action, particu-

larly the need for co-operation and infor-

mation-sharing in efforts to combat this

human rights abuse. Participants suggested

institutionalizing their dialogue, and con-

sidered establishing an interdisciplinary

forum through which all relevant actors

would be invited to develop a national

strategy to combat trafficking in human

beings. Furthermore, the participating

NGOs discussed the creation of a network

to co-ordinate and unify their efforts in

developing anti-trafficking programmes.

ODIHR continues assistance for

reform of Ukrainian  border service 

In November, the ODIHR continued

its assistance to the border service of

Ukraine.  Two training vis i ts  of

Ukrainian border service staff to Poland

were organized in close co-operation

with the offices of the OSCE Project Co-

ordinator in Ukraine and the Interna-

tional Organization for Migration in

Kyiv. The first visit focused on the role

of human rights in the work of border
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guards and on the experience of reorga-

nizing the Polish border service, which

had been transformed from an integral

part of the military into a law enforce-

ment agency under the Ministry of the

Interior.

The aim of the second training trip

was to introduce Ukrainian border ser-

vice staff to the border guards training

system in Poland, particularly to training

on the law and human rights in the Pol-

ish Border Guards Training Centre. Dur-

ing both visits, the inclusion of human

rights issues in the regular training of

Ukrainian border guards was discussed.

ROMA AND SINTI ISSUES

European network established at first-

ever meeting of elected Roma officials

A European network of parliamen-

tarians, mayors and local councillors of

Romani origin was established at a meet-

ing of elected Roma officials, organized

by the ODIHR and the Czech Ministry

of Foreign Affairs and held in Prague on

30 November and 1 December.

The meeting provided a first oppor-

tunity for the nearly 100 participants

from mostly Central and Eastern Euro-

pean countries to exchange experience

and discuss strategies to improve the par-

ticipation of Roma in the political life of

the countries they live in. With only five

members of parliament, some 20 mayors

and about 400 local councillors, the

Roma are still vastly under-represented

in public office across Europe, although

they constitute significant minorities in

many countries.

It was also decided to institutionalize

the discussion initiated by the meeting

through the establishment of an expert

working group, which was tasked with

developing concrete guidelines to imple-

ment the recommendations.

from the High Commissioner 
on National Minorities

The Office of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities (HCNM) is located at Prinsessegracht 22,
NL-2514 AP The Hague, The Netherlands, tel.: (+31-70) 312 55 00, fax: (+31-70) 363 59 10, e-mail: hcnm@hcnm.org
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OSCE Ministerial Council agrees on

selection of candidate for next High

Commissioner 

In a decision taken at the OSCE Min-

isterial on 28 November, the Ministers

and representatives of the participating

States expressed their gratitude to Max

van der Stoel “for his excellent service as

OSCE High Commissioner on National

Minorities as well as his readiness to con-

tinue in his position”. They decided to

extend, “as an exceptional measure, the

appointment of Mr. van der Stoel until 30

June 2001”. They also decided to appoint

Rolf Ekeus as his successor for a period

of three years, beginning 1 July 2001.

Mr. Ekeus is best known for his term

as Executive Chairman of the United

Nations Special Commission on Iraq

(UNSCOM) from 1991 to 1997. From

1997 to 2000, he was Swedish Ambas-

sador to the United States. Previous diplo-

matic postings included Bonn, Nairobi,

New York and the Hague. Between 1984

and 1988 he was Ambassador and Per-

manent Representative of Sweden to the

Conference on Disarmament (CD) in

Geneva, including Chairman of CD nego-

tiations on the Chemical Weapons Con-

vention, 1984 to 1987. He is also famil-

iar with the OSCE, having been the Per-

manent Representative of Sweden to the

its predecessor, the Conference on Secu-

rity and Co-operation in Europe, between

1988 and 1992.

Van der Stoel receives three awards

On 24 November Max van der Stoel

was awarded the BeNeLux Europa Prize

for his service to Europe and the Benelux

region. During the OSCE Ministerial

Council Meeting in Vienna on 27 Novem-

ber, he was awarded the OSCE Medal for

distinguished service to the OSCE during

his eight years as High Commissioner on

National Minorities. At the Ministerial,

Mr. Van der Stoel was also awarded the

Order of Friendship from the Government

of Kazakhstan.

HCNM speaks on prospects for 

preventing ethnic conflicts 

On 6 November, the High Commis-

sioner on National Minorities, Max van
Max van der Stoel has been High Commis-
sioner since the post was created in 1992
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der Stoel, delivered a speech to an inter-

national conference on ‘Preventing ethnic

conflict in Central-Eastern Europe’ in

Warsaw. In it he drew on his eight years

of experience as the High Commissioner

and provided some lessons from his expe-

riences. He also made some cautionary

remarks.

He warned against complacency, say-

ing: “There is a growing sense that inter-

ethnic conflicts are waning. The explo-

sion of excessive nationalism is seen as a

product of the collapse of Communism

and now that we are moving out of the

period of post-Communist transition, the

worst is over. I hope that this is true. But

I have some concerns.”

For example, he noted the importance

of keeping “an eye open for any back-slid-

ing on commitments that have already

been undertaken”. He said that “finding

ways of enabling minorities to have a

greater say over decisions that affect them

without causing deep divisions in society

will be one of the biggest challenges for

this region in the years ahead.”

He underlined the importance of long-

term integration strategies noting that

“enacting legislation to protect the rights

of persons belonging to national minori-

ties should not be regarded as some sort

of short term process of scraping over the

bar to fulfil certain minimum criteria”. He

also emphasized the need for further

investment in conflict prevention. The full

text of the speech is available on the

HCNM section of the OSCE website: 

www.osce.org/hcnm

International Board established

for education institute in fYROM  

Throughout November, discussions

continued on the business plan for the new

private Institution of Higher Education in

the former Yugoslav Republic of Mace-

donia (fYROM). The High Commis-

sioner has been closely involved in the

development of this institution which is

being designed to increase the possibili-

ties for members of Macedonia’s Alba-

nian minority to study in their mother

tongue at the tertiary level.

On 13 November the High Commis-

sioner met in Zurich with education

experts from the Albanian community in

fYROM to finalize the business plan

(which is being developed in co-operation

with international education experts). On

29 and 30 November the first meeting of

the Institution’s board met in Zurich. It is

made up of seven international education

experts and chaired by Mr.Van der Stoel.

At the same time, a foundation was cre-

ated in Switzerland to act as the legal

framework for international funds

pledged to the project. The foundation

will develop a legal structure in Macedo-

nia to develop and steer the higher edu-

cation institution.

HCNM discusses range of minority

issues during visit to Slovak Republic

The High Commissioner visited the

Slovak Republic on 20 and 21 November

in order to discuss a range of issues con-

cerning national minorities. Teacher

training for minority teachers is a con-

tentious issue and one which the High

Commissioner learned more about during

a visit to the Constantine the Philosopher

University in Nitra. In discussions with

the university executive, as well as staff

and student representatives, the High

Commissioner was informed about the

existing structures and programmes at the

University which are designed to teach

potential teachers in minority languages

(particularly Hungarian).

In subsequent discussions with Gov-

ernment Ministers, particularly the Min-

ister of Education, Milan Ftacnik, the

High Commissioner discussed possibili-

ties for improving teacher training in

minority languages in line with the Gov-

ernment Programme of 1998 which says

that, ‘the Government will guarantee the

improvement of the educational level of

citizens belonging to minorities to the

nation-wide average and solve the prob-

lem of preparation of teachers for schools

with teaching languages of minorities,

theologians, and cultural and educational

staff in minority languages by creating an

appropriate institutional level within

existing universities.’

During meetings with Prime Minister

Mikulas Dzurinda, Foreign Minister

Eduard Kukan, the Chairman of the

National Council Jozef Migas, Deputy

Prime Ministers Csaky, Miklos, Hamzik

and Fogas and representatives of the Hun-

garian Coalition Party, the High Com-

missioner discussed a range of issues

including public administration reform,

the Roma, and Slovakia’s accession to the

European Charter on Regional and

Minority Languages.

Latest edition of OSCE Handbook
Updated to 1 July 2000 

English version available on-line at

www.osce.org/publications/handbook

Hard copies also available from the OSCE Secretariat,

Kärntner Ring 5-7,  A-1010 Vienna, Austria
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Parliamentarians

Monitor Elections 

in Azerbaijan and

Bosnia and

Herzegovina

During Novem-

ber OSCE Parlia-

mentarians moni-

tored elections in

Azerbai jan and

Bosnia and Herze-

govina (BiH). The

parliamentarians

concluded that the

Azerbaijani elec-

tions fell short of

international stan-

dards whilst the elections in Bosnia and

Herzegovina marked a significant

improvement on all previous elections

The 21 members of the OSCE par-

liamentary team observing the parlia-

mentary elections in Azerbaijan on 5

November concluded in the preliminary

statement, that although progress had

been made, especially with regard to

political pluralism and in connection

with the media situation, the elections

fell short of international standards. The

most serious problems mentioned were

the registration of single candidates, the

lack of a transparent appeals process, and

manipulation of the electoral procedures,

as well as voter turnout.

Mrs. Paula Kokkonen (MP, Finland),

Special Representative of the Chairper-

son-in-Office for the elections in Azer-

baijan, said afterwards that “The elec-

tions were marred by numerous instances

of serious irregularities, in particular a

completely flawed counting process.”

After the elections, the Central Elec-

tion Commission of Azerbaijan declared

its willingness to address problems

related to the elections and in this con-

nection the results in a district in Baku

were annulled due to reports of fraud.

Prior to election day, the OSCE Par-

liamentary Assembly (PA) Delegation,

consisting of Members of Parliament

from thirteen Member States, met with

the President of Azerbaijan, the Speaker

of Parliament, representatives of the

political parties, the Chairman and two

Secretaries of the Central Election Com-

mission, representatives of the media,

the Head of the OSCE Office in Baku,

the Ambassadors from Russia, France,

Italy and US, representatives of the

National Democratic Institute (NDI), the

International Foundation for Election

Systems (IFES), and the European Insti-

tute for the Media as well as with ODIHR

core staff in Baku

and the OSCE long

term observers. On

election day, the

OSCE Parliamen-

tar ians  vis i ted

polling stations in

and around Baku. 

BOSNIA

“These elections

mark a significant

improvement to all

previous elections

and are an impor-

tant step forward in

the long and difficult way to consolidate

democracy and fully implement the Day-

ton Agreement”, said OSCE PA Vice-

President Bruce George, who led the

nineteen member OSCE parliamentary

team observing the general elections in

Bosnia & Herzegovina (BiH). 

In the statement on the 11 Novem-

ber 2000 elections the parliamentary

observers, from eight Member States,

further congratulated the OSCE and, in

particular, the thousands of citizens of

BiH for their excellent performance in

organizing these general elections. The

statement called on the newly elected

leadership of BiH to depart from narrow

nationalism and the policy of confronta-

tion and to build coalitions capable of

making the institutions function accord-

ing to the principles of democracy and

human rights.

Prior to election day the parliamen-

tarians were extensively briefed by rep-

from the OSCE 
Parliamentary Assembly

The Secretariat of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly is located at Rådhusstræde 1, DK-1466 Copenhagen K, Denmark,
tel.: (+45-33) 37 80 40, fax: (+45-33) 37 80 30, e-mail: osce@oscepa.dk

REPORT

The CiO Special Representative, Paula Kokkonen, observing the elections in Azerbaijan
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resentatives of political parties and orga-

nizations in Bosnia and Herzegovina .

The briefings also included meetings

with High Representative Wolfgang

Petrisch, Head of the OSCE Mission

Ambassador Robert L. Barry, Foreign

Minister Jadranko Prlic and Stabilization

Force (SFOR) Commander Lieutenant

General Michael L. Dodson.

During Election Day the parliamen-

tary observers visited more than 300

polling stations in Banja Luka, Zenica,

Sarajevo, Pale, Mostar, Foca, Gorazde,

Vlasenica, Tuzla and Srebrenica. 

OSCE PA President Severin

Addresses Eighth OSCE Ministerial

Council

On Monday 27

November, Presi-

dent Adrian Sev-

erin addressed the

OSCE Ministerial

Counci l  in

Vienna. Mr. Sev-

erin began by not-

ing the profound

changes that had

taken place in the

European security

environment since

the fal l  of  the

Berl in  Wall ,

resulting in new

c h a l l e n g e s ,

threats, and oppor-

tunities for the OSCE. President Severin

emphasized that co-operation between

OSCE states was more important now

than ever as the organization had moved

beyond the simple role that it played dur-

ing the Cold War as a link between two

opposing camps. “It is wrong to speak

today about ‘enlargements’,” said Mr.

Severin, “since our goals must be recon-

ciliation and unification.”  The new

imperative of the OSCE was to define a

new system of Euro-Atlantic collective

security through “the integration of the

former enemies into new cooperative

structures, as well as their conversion

into true partners.”  

Because of the critical significance of

co-operation in the post-Cold War envi-

ronment, Mr. Severin underlined the

dangers of double standards and the

temptation of some states within the

OSCE to see themselves as judges or

teachers. “None of us,” he said, “is

beyond reproach in terms of meeting our

shared values and standards.”  The Pres-

ident also urged caution in this regard

with the workings of the OSCE Institu-

tions. Although the OSCE was in many

ways the standard-bearer of the democ-

ratization effort, issues such as a lack of

transparency and accountability within

its decision-making process undermined

its efforts. Flaws such as the “secret veto”

within the consensus-driven OSCE must

be corrected, and the precise compe-

tences of OSCE institutions defined, par-

ticularly those of the under-utilized Par-

liamentary Assembly. “As an Assembly

of more than 300 directly elected parlia-

mentarians,” concluded President Sev-

erin, “we are pleased to provide the

democratic foundation which is so cru-

cial for the success of the OSCE. I hope

that this approach will not pass unnoticed

and will not remain unused.”  

OSCE Parliamentary Assembly

Bureau meets in Vienna

Chaired by President Severin, the

Assembly’s Bureau held a meeting in

Vienna on 26 November. After welcom-

ing remarks by the President of the Aus-

trian Nationalrat, Dr. Heinz Fischer, the

Bureau was addressed by the OSCE

Chairperson in Office, Austrian Foreign

Minister Ms. Fer-

re ro -Waldner ,

who briefed the

parliamentarians

extensively on

recent activities

of  the OSCE

C h a i r m a n s h i p

and took ques-

tions from the

floor.

The members

of the Bureau also

heard reports on

the recent parlia-

mentary election

missions in

Belarus, Azerbai-

jan and Bosnia

and Herzegovina as well as a report on

the recent Democracy Team visit to

Kosovo. Secretary General Spencer

Oliver reported on activities of the Inter-

national Secretariat. Prior to the meeting

the Bureau Working Group on the Rules

of Procedure, chaired by Vice-President

Bruce George, considered a working

draft containing the various recommen-

dations for changes in the Rules of Pro-

OSCE PA President Adrian Severin (right) and Secretary General Spencer Oliver
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cedure as put forward since October by

various members of the Assembly, mem-

bers of the Bureau, secretaries of dele-

gation and staff of the secretariat. The

next phase in the process will be the

Bureau’s co-sponsoring of proposals for

consideration by the Standing Commit-

tee at the next meeting in February 2001.

PA President Severin Addresses

NATO Parliamentarians

At the session of the NATO Parlia-

mentary Assembly held in Berlin on 21

November, President Severin delivered

a speech on the relationship between the

OSCE and NATO, and the part that their

two Parliamentary Assemblies had to

play. Beginning by emphasizing the flu-

idity of international politics at the dawn

of the 21st century and the increased role

resquired of both NATO and the OSCE,

Mr. Severin then went on to describe the

complementary nature of the two insti-

tutions. “The realm of the OSCE is con-

fidence-building and transparency, con-

flict early-warning and prevention,” said

Mr. Severin, “...The realm of NATO, as

a military alliance, is essentially to make

peace through force where the OSCE is

unable to keep it through negotiation.”  

As examples of the potential bene-

fits of close cooperation, Mr. Severin

pointed to both Bosnia and Kosovo. In

both cases, it was NATO that possessed

the military might and political will nec-

essary to force an end to the bloodshed

and provide the security necessary to

allow the OSCE to subsequently embark

upon the arduous task of nation-build-

ing.

Given the need for collaboration

between the two organizations, Mr. Sev-

erin explained the pivotal role that both

the NATO and OSCE Parliamentary

Assemblies had to play. Not only were

the two Parliamentary Assemblies valu-

able forums for inter-parliamentary dia-

logue, but “as the directly-elected rep-

resentatives of our constituent popula-

tions and members of our national leg-

islatures,” stated Mr. Severin, “we are

all in positions to promote the integra-

tion of OSCE initiatives with those of

NATO, both through the rallying of pub-

lic opinion and through individual gov-

ernment’s action.” 

Berlin meeting reviews the dangers

to journalists in conflict areas

During the last two decades most of

the journalists killed were casualties of

non-international conflicts. This type of

“terror warfare” has considerably

changed the conditions on the ground not

only for military personnel but also for

civilians, including journalists. New

media techniques and the global media

market also put “pressure of presence”

on journalists, by the demand to have

news in real time, inevitably putting

journalists increasingly in harm’s way.

Based on this changing reality,

Freimut Duve, the OSCE Representative

on Freedom of the Media, and the Ger-

man Ministry of Foreign Affairs orga-

nized a joint Round Table on 6 Novem-

ber on the protection of journalists in

conflict areas. The participants included

leading media professionals and officials

from OSCE participating States, from

the United Nations and the Council of

Europe. The Round Table ended with the

adoption of the ‘Berlin Declaration’,

summarizing the results. 

Central Asian Media Conference

produces Dushanbe Declaration

More than 90 journalists from Kaza-

khstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and

Uzbekistan, along with OSCE media

officers and media specialists, met in

Dushanbe on 14 and 15 November for

an international conference, organized

under the auspices of the OSCE Repre-

sentative on Freedom of  the Media,

Freimut Duve. 

The aim of the conference was to

encourage an exchange of views on

problems of the media in Central Asia

as well as co-operation in this field

among the countries of the region. A

total of over 100 participants included

journalists and representatives of non-

governmental media organizations, as

well as the OSCE media officers from

the region and international experts.

Among them were the Chairman of the

National Association of Independent

Mass Media in Tajikistan, Nuriddin

Karshyboev, and the Head of the

Department of Mass Media in the Pres-

idential Cabinet, Abdulrajab Abdu-

manonov.

The Conference, opened by Mr.

Duve, provided a unique opportunity for

interaction and exchange of views

among the representatives of the mass

from the OSCE Representative 
on Freedom of the Media

The Office of the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media is located at Kärtner Ring 5 - 7, A-1010 Vienna, Austria.
Tel.: (+43-1) 512 21 45-0, fax: (+43-1) 512 21 45-9, e-mail: pm-fom@osce.org
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media of the Central Asian countries on

the basic problems and potential for

regional co-operation. Participants

observed a minute of silence in memory

of Maksudjon Huseinov, a Tajik jour-

nalist who died in the days preceding the

conference. 

The conference focused on libel le-

gislation, media law, new technologies

and the role of the media in the devel-

opment of civil society. The quality of

the presentations showed deep under-

standing of the issues as well as the pro-

fessional commitment of the partici-

pants.

The journalists set up a joint working

group with media professionals from the

four participating States to organize fur-

ther co-operation. The Conference ended

with the adoption of the ‘Dushanbe Dec-

laration on Freedom of the Media’. This

can be viewed (in both English and Rus-

sian, on the website of the OSCE, the

address of which is: 

www.osce.org/fom

International organizations meet

to review obstacles to free speech 

At a meeting in London on 29 and 30

November, the OSCE Representative on

Freedom of the Media, the United

Nations Special Rapporteur on Freedom

of Opinion and Expression, and the

Organization of American States Special

Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression

met with representatives of NGOs, jour-

nalists associations and human rights

experts. A joint statement issued by the

three experts identified two key areas

where states must take action: the killing

of those exercising their right to freedom

of expression and the use of defamation

and libel laws to limit free speech.

Peace initiative book launched:

‘The Caucasus – In Defence of the

Future’

At an event on 28 November, on the

margins of the Eighth Meeting of the

OSCE Ministerial Council in Vienna, the

new publication, ‘The Caucasus – In

Defence of the Future,’  was presented

to the public. It is the second in the ‘In

Defence of the Future’ series founded by

the OSCE Representative on Freedom of

the Media, and is entirely devoted to the

Caucasus region. The first volume, ‘In

Defence of the Future – Searching the

Minefield’, is a collection of essays by

intellectuals from regions devastated by

war and violence in former Yugoslavia.

The co-editors of the Caucasus book are

Freimut Duve and the OSCE Personal

Representative to the OSCE Chairper-

son-in-Office for the Caucasus, Ms.

Heidi Tagliavini.

Video conference held

on Ukrainian media issues

On 15 November ,  Alexander

Ivanko, an Adviser to the OSCE Rep-

resentative on Freedom of the Media,

took part in a video conference on the

current media situation in Ukraine. The

conference hooked up media experts

from Kyiv, Washington and Vienna to

discuss issues of concern for Ukrainian

journalists and editors.

from the OSCE Secretary General 
and the Secretariat 

The OSCE Secretariat is located at Kärntner Ring 5-7, A-1010 Vienna, Austria. 
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Address on Central Asia to the

OSCE Permanent Council

On 2 November the Secretary General,

Jan Kubis, reported to the Permanent

Council in his capacity as Personal Rep-

resentative of the Chairperson-in-Office

for Central Asia on his activities since

April 2000. He informed the Council

about the main regional developments,

highlighted areas of OSCE focus and

described activities in all three dimensions

of the OSCE. He also briefed on his spe-

cific activities in the capacity of the Per-

sonal Representative for Central Asia, and

concluded with some recommendations

and follow-up guidelines.

Visit to Brussels

On 7 November 2000 the Secretary

General visited Brussels at the invitation

of the French European Union Presidency

for the yearly address of the OSCE Secre-

tary General to the EU working group on

the OSCE. He also took the opportunity to

meet Javier Solana, the EU High Repre-

sentative for the Common Foreign and

Security Policy/Secretary General of the

WEU. Later, he met the Secretary General

of NATO, Lord Robertson. Mr. Kubis also

had talks with the director and staff mem-

bers of the Policy Unit of the Council Sec-

retariat of the EU, and with the director

and staff members of the General Affairs

and Multilateral Relations Directorate of

the European Commission, reconfirming

and strengthening the excellent working

relationship between the EU and the

OSCE at headquarters level and in the

field.
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Eighth Ministerial Council

During the Eighth OSCE Ministerial

Council, held in Vienna on 27 and 28

November, the Secretary General had a

number of bilateral meetings, in particular

with Foreign Ministers of all five Central

Asian member states, with the UN Deputy

Secretary-General, Louise Frechette, the

Secretary General of the Organisation of

Islamic Conference,  Azeddine Laraki,

and the Representative of the European

Commission, Mr. Valenzuella. 

Meeting with the EU Commissioner

for External Relations

On 23 November, the Secretary Gen-

eral met the EU Commissioner for Exter-

nal Relations, Chris Patten, in the margins

of the Permanent Council session. During

the meeting the successful co-operation

with the European Commission, both in

the field as well as with the Conflict Pre-

vention Centre (CPC) and the Office of the

Co-ordinator on Economic and Environ-

mental Activities, was confirmed. The

development of civilian conflict preven-

tion and crisis management capabilities

within both the OSCE and the EC pro-

vided new openings. Both partners agreed

on the need to develop pragmatic co-oper-

ation between the CPC and the respective

units in the EC and EU, in the field of train-

ing and in other areas, both through

increased consultations and information

exchange (especially when planning their

respective activities and operations) and

through regular working-level contacts.  

Other visits and meetings

On 3 November, the Secretary General

made a presentation at the closing session

of the annual meeting of the Atlantic

Treaty Association in Budapest, where he

underlined the importance of co-operation

between the OSCE and NATO.

On 9 November, the Secretary General

attended the meeting of the Committee of

Ministers’ Deputies of the Council of

Europe. At the margins of the meeting he

held consultations with the two organiza-

tions in the FRY.

On 17 and 18 November, Mr. Kubis

attended the Fifth Anniversary Commem-

oration Conference of the Dayton Peace

Accords in Dayton, Ohio, where he also

delivered a keynote speech.

On 20 November, he had consultations

at the State Department in Washington and

a meeting with some representatives of the

Foreign Affairs Committee of the Senate

as well as with academic circles dealing

with Central Asia.

OCEEA holds seminar in Kazakhstan

on good governance in economic 

matters

The Office of the Co-ordinator of

OSCE Economic and Environmental

Activities (OCEEA), in co-operation with

the Government of Kazakhstan, and in

close consultation with the current and

incoming OSCE Chairmanships and with

OSCE field offices in Central Asia, held

the first Preparatory Seminar on ‘Trans-

parency and good governance in economic

matters’, in Almaty, Kazakhstan, on 2 and

3 November.

The seminar, opened by Erlan Idrisov,

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan,

was attended by more than 180 partici-

pants. They represented the governments

of Kazakhstan and the four other partici-

pating States in Central Asia, as well as

numerous international organizations,

NGOs, OSCE participating States, the

OSCE Chairmanship, the OSCE Parlia-

mentary Assembly and the OSCE Secre-

tariat. 

Early feedback from participants, as

well as from moderators and lead speak-

ers, was very positive. Discussions in the

three Working Groups, which dealt with

national, regional and global instruments

for promoting transparency and good gov-

ernance, as well as with the role of civil

society and public education, underlined

the close interrelationship between trans-

parency, good governance and economic

performance.

The seminar formulated a number of

recommendations which, together with

the following two preparatory seminars,

will serve as a guide towards the Ninth

Economic Forum, to be held in Prague

from 15 to 18 May 2001.

PPIS makes automatic news service

available on website

The Press and Public Information Sec-

tion OSCE website has introduced a news

subscription service, which enables web

visitors to automatically receive official

OSCE news releases by e-mail immedi-

ately on publication, filtered according to

their individual preferences. To sign up for

this new service, visitors simply need to

fill in a form available on the site by pro-

viding an e-mail address and selecting

individual categories of interest from

OSCE sources, regions and areas of

involvement.

The subscription service is accessible

via the OSCE news page at

www.osce.org/news or directly at

www.osce.org/subscription. Categories for

the news subscription service include all

OSCE Missions and Institutions and may

also be selected according to the following

regions: South-Eastern Europe, the Baltics

and Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Cen-

tral Asia. News categories cover OSCE

areas of involvement, such as border mon-

itoring, conflict resolution, human rights,

democratization, elections and others.

For further information on this or other

aspects of the website ( illustrated on page

30), contact the Press and Public Infor-

mation Section of the OSCE Secretariat,

tel.: +43 1 514 36 180 or e-mail: 

infoÍosce.org
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Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy 
at the University of Hamburg/IFSH

OSCE Yearbook 2000

now available in German from Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft

Waldseestrasse 3-5, D-76530 Baden-Baden (www.nomos.de)

tel: +49 7221 2104-0

A screenshot of the latest feature added at the OSCE website, the news subscription service
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* Rytirska 31, CZ-110 00 Prague 1, Czech Republic

Publications

OSCE Newsletter (monthly)

Volume VII (2000), Volume VI (1999), Volume V (1998), 

Volume IV (1997), Volume III (1996), Volume II (1995), 

Volume I (1994)

Fact Sheet (revised October 1999)
■ What is the OSCE? 1

■ The OSCE Secretary General and the Secretariat

■ Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights2

■ Representative on Freedom of the Media

■ High Commissioner on National Minorities

■ OSCE Parliamentary Assembly2

■ Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina3

■ Mission to Croatia3

■ Mission in Kosovo3

OSCE Handbook

general information on OSCE, Third Edition (March 1999)

- updated June 2000

Survey of OSCE Long-Term Missions 

and other OSCE Field Activities (January 2000)

The Secretary GeneralÕs Annual Report 

on OSCE Activities

(1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 and 1999) 

OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human

Rights Semi-annual Reports 

Publisher/
Editor

OSCE Secretariat

OSCE Secretariat

OSCE Secretariat

OSCE Secretariat/

Conflict Prevention

Centre

OSCE Secretariat

ODIHR

Language(s)

Since January 1998 in all six

OSCE official languages

(English, French, German, 

Italian, Russian and Spanish)  

1994-97 in English and Russian 

1 ÔWhat is OSCE?Õ is available in

all six OSCE official languages.

2 Also available in Russian.

3 Also available in local languages.

English 

Also available on-line at:

www.osce.org/publications

English

In all six OSCE 

official languages

English and Russian



Publications

Other publications on democratization and human rights 

are available at the ODIHR website:

(www.osce.org/odihr/publications.htm)

Bibliography on the OSCE High Commissioner on National

Minorities: Documents, Speeches, Related Publications. 

Third Edition, March 1997

The Role of the OSCE High Commissioner on National

Minorities in OSCE Conflict Prevention Ð An Introduction

June 1997

Chronological Review from 1973 to 1998 

of CSCE/OSCE official publications

List of bound versions of documents issued at the conclusion of a

review, follow-up and other major CSCE/OSCE events including

the Negotiations on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures

Reference Manual Ð Decisions Compilation 

1993-94, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, and 1999

Publisher/
Editor

ODIHR

The Foundation on 

Inter-Ethnic Relations,

The Hague

ibid.

Prague Office

Prague Office

Language(s)

English

English

English 

Russian

English

English
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