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For the OSCE Review Conference and Preparatory Conference, Astana, 25-29 November 2010

The Religious Center of Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Kyrgyz Republic (Religious Center) is the
object of a campaign of harassment by regional authorities under the guise of a tax case.

On March 25, 2010, the State National Security Service (SNSS) commenced a criminal
investigation against the Religious Center for tax evasion on an “especially large scale.” The
SNSS alleges the Religious Center committed a crime by not making social security
payments for the material aid it gives to religious volunteers. State authorities, however, had
already assessed the Religious Center on December 10, 2003, and November 2, 2007, and
concluded that it was in full compliance with the law. The 2003 and 2007 assessments by
state authorities cover much of the same time period that is now the subject of a criminal
investigation by the KR Financial Police.

This issue was recently addressed on June 10, 2010, by the European Court of Human Rights
in the case of Jehovah’s Witnesses of Moscow v. Russia (Application No. 302/02, 10 June
2010). The European Court concluded at paragraph 120:

Jehovah'’s Witnesses who carried out religious service at the [Religious Center
of Jehovah’'s Witnesses in Russia] were not employees of the centre but
unpaid volunteers. For that reason, the provisions of labour law relating to
standard working hours, paid holidays and professional orientation were not
applicable to them, as they did not work there for material gain.

Notwithstanding these facts, on April 26, 2010, the investigator from the KR Financial Police
ordered a forensic audit on the Religious Center. Apparently, that forensic audit concluded in
favor of the Religious Center and found that the Religious Center was not obligated to make
social fund payments on the material aid it provides to religious volunteers. This is now the
third state assessment that has concluded in favor of the Religious Center.

The investigator refuses, however, to provide the Religious Center with a copy of the forensic
audit. Instead, the criminal investigator was replaced and a new investigator appointed. The
new investigator has ordered a repeat forensic audit on the Religious Center, in violation of
the provisions of Criminal Procedure Code of the Kyrgyz Republic. These actions leave the
unmistakable impression that the KR Financial Police are intent on proceeding with the
criminal case against the Religious Center, regardless of the facts.

We call upon the government of the Kyrgyz Republic to stop the unwarranted criminal
investigation of the Religious Center of Jehovah’s Witnesses. This would be in compliance
with the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic, the Criminal Procedure Code, and
guarantees of religious freedom. A delegation of Jehovah’s Witnesses is ready to meet with
representatives of the Kyrgyz Republic attending the present conference in order to clarify any
misunderstanding and to promote a constructive dialogue.



BOITPOC CBOBObI BEPOUCITIOBEJOBAHUWSI B KbIPT'BI3CTAHE
3ASBJIEHUE EBPOIIEMCKOU ACCOLMALINN CBUAETEJIEN UET'OBbBI

Jus paccmotpenus Ha koH(pepenunn OBCE u npexBaputenpHOil KOHpepeHIH B AcTaHe
25—29 nHos6ps 2010 roga

B nacrosimiee Bpemsi «Penurnosnsiii Lentp Cunereneit Merossl B Kbipreizckoit PecryOmmkey
(manee mo tekcty «Penurnosssiii LlenTp») ctan 00bEeKTOM IpecieoBaHusl MECTHBIMH BIIACTIMU
10/l BUJIOM pacclieJOBaHMsI BOIIPOCA O HAJIOI000JI0KEHUH.

25 mapra 2010 roma CrencTBeHHBIM yIpaBieHHEM [O0CynapCTBEHHOW CITy»KObI HAIIMOHATLHOMN
6e3onacHoctu (nanee mo tekcry — CY I'CHB) Obuio BO30YKIEHO YTOJIOBHOE €0 TPOTUB
«Penurno3noro lleHTpa» 3a yKIOHEHHE BBIIIAT 00S3aTEIbHBIX CTPAaXOBBIX B3HOCOB B «0CO00
kpynHoM pasmepe». Ilpeacrasurenu CY I'CHB yrtBepxknator, uro «Pemurnosseiii Llentpy,
YKJIOHSISICh OT BBIILUIAT 0053aTENbHBIX CTPAXOBBIX B3HOCOB ¢ MaTepUaIbHON TOMOIIHU, OKa3bIBaeMON
€ro J00pOBOJBHBIM PEITUTHO3HBIM CIYXHUTEISIM, COBEpIIMI mpectyruieHue. OIHaKo A0 3TOro
rocyJapcTBeHHbIE CITykObl ABaxabl, 10 nexadps 2003 roma m 2 HosOps 2007 roma, mpOBOIUIH
npoBepky «Pemuruosnoro LleHTpa» mo pesynbraTam 3THX HPOBEPOK ObUI CAETaH BHIBOJ, YTO B
nesrenbHOCcTH «PenmurnosHoro LleHTpa» HeT HMUYEro npoTuBo3akoHHOro. IIpoBepku mpoBeneHHbIE
B 2003 u 2007 romax OXBaThIBAIOT OOJBIIYI0 YacTh IMPOMEXKYTKa BPEMEHM, 3a KOTOPBIH B
HacTosiee BpeMss @uHaHCOBas MOMMLUSA BEAET YTOJIOBHOE PACCIIEJOBAHUE.

[Momo6ueIit Bompoc, HemaBHo, 10 mroHs 2010 roma, paccmarpuBaics B EBpomneiickom Cyzae 1o
nmpaBaM uesoBeka 1o jaeny «Pemurmnosnas oOmmnaa CBunereneit MeroBel B T. MockBe MPOTHB
Poccuiickoit ®eneparum» (Kamoba Ne 302/02, 10 umronss 2010 roma). B 120 aGzame cBoero
pewennst EBponerickuii Cyz caenai cieayronlee 3akitoueHue:

Ceugetenn MWeroBbl, ucnonHswwme penurmosHoe cnyxeHne B [PenurnosHom LleHTpe
Ceupgetenent MNerosbl B Poccuum], He COCTOAT C HUM B TPYAOBbIX OTHOLUEHWUSX U SBNSAIOTCS
006pOBOMbHBIMKU  COTPYAHWKAMM, He MOonyyalwmummn Bo3HarpaxgeHus. Beuagy atoro Kk HuM
HenpMMeHVMbl MOSIOXEHUsT TPyOQOBOro 3akoHoAdaTenbCTBa O Hopme paboumx 4acos,
onnaynBaemMom OTNycke U NpodeccnoHansHon opnueHTaunm, NOCKONbKY OHU TPYAATCA He Ans
N3BreYeHnsa MaTepunanbHOW BbIroapl.

Hecmortps Ha aTu daktel, 26 anpenst 2010 roga ciaempoBarens @unancoBoit nonuuu KP HazHaumn
Cyl1e0HO-OyXraiaTepcKylo 3KcnepTusy B oTHomeHuu «Pemurnosnoro Llentpa». OueBUIHO 4YTO
pe3yabpTaT CcyaeOHO-OyXranTepckod sKkcmepTusbl Obul B monib3y «Pemurnosnoro llentpa» u
nmokasbiBan 4To «Pemuruosnbeiii LleHTp» He 00s3aH BBIINIAYMBATH CTPaxOBbIE B3HOCHI C
MaTepHAITLHOW TTOMOIIHM, OKA3bIBAEMOW €ro JOOPOBOJEHBIM PEIUTHO3HBIM CITYKHTEISIM. TaKuM
00pa3oMm, 3TO SBISETCS TPETHUM 3aKII0OUEHUEM B MOJIB3Yy «Pemurnosnoro Llentpay.

Opnaxo cnenoBatens OUHAHCOBOW NMOMUIMM OTKa3ajcs NpenocTaBuTh «Penurnosnomy LleHTpy»
KOIUIO 3aKJII0UEHUs CyAeOHO-OyXraaTepckoi sKcrepTu3bl. BmecTo 3TOro Obl1 Ha3HAUE€H HOBBIM
ClIeZIoBaTeNlb, KOTOPBIA Ha3HAUMJI BTOPYIO CyNEOHO-OyXTaJTepCKyl0 HSKCHEPTH3y, TEM CaMbIM,
HapyIlIUB TIOJIOKEHUS YTOJOBHO-TIPOIECCYyalbHOTO Kojaekca Kroipreizckoit PecnyOmuku. DT
JICUCTBUSL SIBHO CBUJAETENBCTBYIOT O TOM, 4YTO HeB3upas Ha (axTtsl ®unancoBas nonuuus KP
HaMepeHa MpoJ0JKaTh YTOJIOBHOE J1e710 BO30Y KaeHHOe poTuB «Pemuruosnoro Llentpay.

OcHoBbiBasicb Ha Koncturyuuu Keipreizckoid Pecny0iamkn, YTro0J10BHO-NPOLECCYAJTbHOM
Konexce, a Tak:ke rapaHTHPOBAaHHOM IIPpaBe Ha cB00O1Y BepoMCIOBeJaHUsI MbI o0pamaemMcst
K npaButeabcTBY Kbiproizckoit Pecny0iuku ¢ npocb00i 0CTAHOBUTH HE3AKOHHOE YTrOJI0BHOE
npeciaenopanue «Penurunosnoro IlenTtpa Csunereneir HeroBbp». Jleneramus Csunereneit
HeroBsl TOTOBa BCTPETUTHCS C MpencTaBuTeasiMu Koipreizckoit PecrryOnuku mpucyTCTBYIOIIMMU Ha
3TON KOH(pEpeHINH, YTOOBl MPOSCHUTH JIOObIE HETONOHHMAHHS W MPOBECTU KOHCTPYKTUBHBIM
JTUAJIOT.



RELIGIOUS FREEDOM CONCERNS IN TAJIKISTAN
STATEMENT BY THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF
JEHOVAH’S CHRISTIAN WITNESSES

For the OSCE Human Dimension Sessions of the 2010 Review Conference, Astana, November 26-28, 2010

From 1994 till 2007, Jehovah’s Witnesses enjoyed legal recognition in TAJIKISTAN.
During that time, they had a good relationship with the authorities. They even openly
organized public meetings in some of the most prestigious buildings in the capital. The
authorities were thus able to observe them as peaceful and law-abiding people. This was
particularly obvious from their non-participation in the terrible civil war that ravaged the
country. Therefore, the decision taken by the Ministry of Culture in 2007 to ban Jehovah’s
Witnesses was as surprising as it was shocking.

At the Human Dimension Meeting last year, Zafar Rahimov from the city Khujand reported
in an oral statement about a criminal case that had been launched against him and 16 others
who had gathered in a private flat for reading the Bible in April 2009. After the conference,
the General Prosecutor’s office in Dushanbe interfered and all 17 criminal cases were closed.
This seemed to indicate that the authorities wanted to undertake steps to respect the religious
freedom of their citizens.

However, we learned recently that in March 2010 all 17 criminal cases were reopened by
order of the General Prosecutor’s office. After several interrogations of the accused
Jehovah’s Witnesses the investigator stated that he had sent literature confiscated from the
flat of one of the believers to the State Committee of Religious Affairs in Dushanbe for an
expert examination. As soon as he has the results of the examination he is determined to
bring the matter to court in Khujand.

We appeal to the authorities of Tajikistan to_stop criminal prosecution of peaceful
citizens in Khujand. At the same time the request for re-registration of the community
in Dushanbe is still pending. We ask the Tajikistan government to_facilitate the
registration of our organization in the country, as was the case until 2007. This would
demonstrate the willingness of the government to respect freedom of religion in
Tajikistan.

A delegation of Jehovah’s Witnesses is ready to meet with representatives of Tajikistan
attending the present conference in order to clarify any misunderstanding and to promote a
constructive dialogue.




OBECITIOKOEHHOCTSD ITO TIOBOAY COBJIIOAEHUA

PEJIMI'MO3HbLIX CBOBO/l B TAJKUKUCTAHE
3ASIBJIEHUE EBPOITEVICKOI ACCOLMALIMEN XPUCTUAHCKUX CBUAETEJIEN UETOBbI

Ha Bctpede OBCE 1o Bompocam uenoBedeckoro u3mMepenust B Actane 26-28 Hosopst 2010 roga

C 1994 1o 2007 roast CBunerenu VMerossl 0671a1aa1 HOJTHBIM IOPUIUYECKUM MIPU3HAHNUEM B
TAJIKUKUCTAHE. Bce 310 BpeMs y HUX ObLUTH XOPOIITHE OTHOIICHHS ¢ BiracTsMu. OHH
Ja’ke OTKPBITO MPOBOAUIHM OOIIECTBEHHBIE MEPOIPUATHUS B HEKOTOPHIX CAMBIX MPECTUKHBIX
3JaHUSIX CTONHMLBL. Bractm Moryim BUAETh, YTO OHM MHUPHBIE U 3aKOHOIOCIYIIHBIE JIFOJH.
310 OBUIO OCOOEHHO OYEBHJIHO MO MX HEYYACTHIO B YXKACHOM I'pakJaHCKOW BOWHE, KOTOpas
qyTh HE paspymmia crpaHy. [loaroMmy mpunsToe pemeHrne MHUHHCTEPCTBOM KyJbTYphl B
2007 roxy o 3anpere Cunereneii leroBel ObUIO YIUBUTEIBHBIM U HEOXKHIAHHBIM.

Ha Bctpeue OBCE mo uenmoBedeckoMy W3MEpPEHHIO B mpornuioM roay 3adap Paxumo u3
ropoaa XypKaH/ Clieiaj yCTHOE 3asBJICHUE 00 YTOJIOBHOM Jieje, KOTOpoe ObLIO 3aBEACHO B
OTHOIIIEHWW HETO W emie 16-Th Ipyrux Trpak[aH, KOTOpbIe COOpaliuch BMECTE B YaCTHOM
KBapTHpe, 4ToObl mouurtaTh bubmuio B ampene 2009 roma. Ilocne Toit KoHGepeHIHH
I'enepanbhas npokyparypa PT Bmemramace B 3To Aeno, u Bce 17 yrojgoBHBIX el OBLIH
MPEeKpaleHbl. JTO YKa3bplBaJI0 HA TO, YTO BJIACTA XOTENU MPEANPHUHSITH IIard, YTOOBI
MPOSIBUTH YBAXKEHUE K PEIIUTHO3HBIM CBOOOAAM CBOUX IpayKAaH.

Onnako HemaBHO MBI y3HaiH, uto B Mapre 2010 roma Bce 17 yromoBHBIX nen ObuIH
BO300HOBJICHBI 1O NpuKa3y I eHepanpHOM npokypaTypbl PT. Ilocne HeCKOMbKHUX JOMPOCOB
oboBuHsieMbIx CBuueteneil MeroBbl ciefoBaTenb 3asBHUJ, YTO OH HAIMPaBUI HU3BATYIO U3
KBapTUPbl OJHOW M3 COBEpYIOIIMX JuTeparypy B ['ocymapctBeHHbii Komuter mo aenam
penuruii B ropoxa [lymanGe ais mpoBeneHHs peIMTHOBEAYECKON IKCHepTH3bl. Kak Toibko
OH TOJYYHUT Pe3ybTaThl IKCIIEPTU3bI, OH HAMEPEH NEpEaTh AeJia B CyJ ropoja Xy KaHI.

Mbl oOpamaemMcsi K BJacTsM TauKUKHCTaHA, YMOObl _0CMAHOBUMb _Y20]108HOE
npeciedoganue MupHvix cpaxcoan ¢ Xyoxycande. B T0 ke camoe BpeMsi pacCMOTpeHHe
3afiBJIEHUSI O IlepeperucTpanuu Ppeuruo3Hoii o0mmHbl B ropoae JlymanOe eme
OKOHYATeJbHO He 3aBepuieHo. MbI MPOCHM NPaBUTEJNbLCTBO TalKUKHUCTAHA OoKa3zamb
cooelicmeue 8 pecucmpayuu Hauieil op2anu3ayuu 6 cmpane, Kak 3mo ouvtio 0o 2007 2ooa.
JT0 moka3ajo Obl JKeJaHWe TNPAaBHTEJbCTBA YBaKaTbh CBOOOAY peJurud B
Tapxukucrane.

Heneranusa Csugereneid MeroBbl roTtoBa BCTPETUTHCS C MPEACTABUTEISIMH BIACTEH
TamkukucTaHa, NMPUCYTCTBYIOIIMMU Ha ATOH KOH(EpEHIMH, YTOObI YTOUHHUTH JIOOBIE
HEJIOTIOHUMAaHUS ¥ TIPOJIOJKUTh KOHCTPYKTHUBHBIN JHAJIOT.




RELIGIOUS FREEDOM CONCERNS IN TURKMENISTAN
STATEMENT BY THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF
JEHOVAH’S CHRISTIAN WITNESSES

For the OSCE Human Dimension Sessions of the 2010 Review Conference, Astana, November 26-28, 2010

In 2009 the TURKMENISTAN authorities resumed imprisonment of conscientious
objectors to military service. Currently eight Jehovah’s Witnesses are each serving prison
sentences of up to two years because their religious conscience does not allow them to serve
in the army. At present, Turkmenistan does not offer genuine alternative civilian service that
would be acceptable to many young Jehovah’s Witnesses.

On 16 April 2005, Turkmenistan’s former president granted a special amnesty to four
Jehovah’s Witnesses imprisoned for conscientious objection. In 2007, three Jehovah’s
Witnesses were imprisoned for conscientious objection, but their prison terms were later
commuted to suspended sentences and at least two of them were fully pardoned.

However, though having received two-year conditional sentences last year for their
conscientious objection to military service, on 21 May 2009, Sakhetmurad (age 22) and
Mukhammedmurad ANNAMAMEDOV (age 21) a court in Dashoguz ordered them to serve
their two-year sentence in prison.

On 13 July 2009 Shadurdy UCHOTOQOV (age 22) was found guilty for “evasion of military
service” and sentenced to a two-year prison term. Akmurat YEGENDURDYEV (age 20)
was found guilty and the court sentenced him to a year-and-half term of imprisonment on 29
July 2009. They appealed their convictions, however, in vain.

Navruz NASYRLAYEYV (age 19) of Dashoguz was drafted to the army, when he became 18
years old in March 2009. He refused on three occasions due to his religious beliefs.
Thereafter his case was brought to the Dashoguz City Court. On 7 December 2009 he was
sentenced to two years in an open colony. He appealed and on 3 January 2010 the Regional
Court kept the decision unchanged.

On 4 August 2010 Aziz ROZIYEV (age 20) of Seydi was sentenced by the Seydi City Court
to a year-and-half term of imprisonment for his refusal of military service. He appealed but
in vain.

On 30 August 2010 the Turkmenabad City Court sentenced Dovleyet BYASHIMOQOV (age 22)
to a year-and-half term of imprisonment. He had been arrested on 12 August and for some
time nobody knew about his whereabouts. When his parents could see him shortly in the
beginning of September, they saw that he had been beaten black and blue. The last known
case was decided concerning Akhmet KHUDAYBERGENOV (age 20) on 20 September
2010. He was sentenced to a year-and-half term of imprisonment. All eight currently detained
young prisoners of conscience are held in the Seydi labor colony.

We appeal to the authorities of Turkmenistan to apply amnesties to the eight prisoners
of conscience and set them free so that they can be with their families. In harmony with
the directive of the Council of Europe, the introduction of a genuine alternative civilian
service could help these young men to be of benefit to their country without violating
their conscience. An amnesty for these eight men would demonstrate the willingness of
the authorities to respect freedom of conscience in Turkmenistan.

A delegation of Jehovah’s Witnesses is ready to meet with representatives of Turkmenistan
attending the present conference in order to clarify any misunderstanding and to promote a
constructive dialogue.




OBECHHOKOEHHOCTSD IO ITOBOAY COBJIIOAEHUSA

PEJIMT'MO3HbLIX CBOBO/I B TYPKMEHHUCTAHE
3ASIBJIEHUE EBPOITENCKOM ACCOLIMALINN XPUCTUAHCKIX CBUIETEJIEN UETOBBI

Ha Bctpede OBCE 1o Bonpocam uenoBedeckoro u3mepeHust B Acrane 26-28 nosops 2010 roxa
B 2009 rony Bractu TYPKMEHUCTAHA B0300HOBWIN NTPaKTUKY 3aKIIOYEHUS B TIOPbMBI TEX,
KTO IIO y6e)K,Z[€HI/I$IM COBECTH HE HICT Ha CJ'Iy>K6y B apMHUIoO. B wnacrosmee BpEMA BOCEMb
CBHJICTCHGPJI Herosnl oTOBIBAIOT CPOKH 3aKIOYCHHUA OO0 ABYX JICT IO MNPUYMUHE TOIr0, 4TO Ha
OCHOBAaHUHN PEIIUTUO3ZHBIX y6e>KI[eHI/II71 X COBECTb HE MO3BOIACT UM UATH CIYKHUTb B apMHUIO. B
Hacrosmee Bpems TypKMEHHCTaH HE MPEJOCTAaBISCT albTEPHATUBHOW T'PAXKTAHCKOHW CITyKOBI,
KOoTOpast OBI MOAXO0AWIIa IS MHOTHX MoaoabIx CBumereieit Merosul.

16 anpens 2005 roga ObiBnii [Ipe3uaent TypkMeHncTaHa IpPeIOCTaBUI aMHUCTHIO JIJIS1 YEThIPEX
Ceupereneii Merosbl, KOTOpble OBUIM 3aKIIOYEHBI B TIOPbMY 32 OTKa3 OT CJIY>XObl B apMHUHU I10
yoexnenusim copectu. B 2007 romgy tpoe Cumereneit MeroBsl ObUIN 3aKIIIOYEHBI B TIOPEMY IO
yOeXIeHUsIM COBECTH, HO MO3XKE HMX TIOPEMHOE 3aKJII0YEHHE ObLJIO 3aMEHEHO Ha YCIOBHOE
OCYXJICHUE U, 110 KpailHel Mepe, IBOE U3 HUX ObUIN Ja’Ke MOJHOCTHIO ONPAB/IaHBI.

OpnnHako, HECMOTpsI HA BBIHECEHUE MPUTOBOPA C OTOBIBAHHEM JBYXT'OJUYHOTO CPOKa YCIOBHO, 21
Mmas 2009 rona cyn ropoaa Jlamory3s nocranoBui, yto Caxermypan (22 rona) 1 MyxammenMypas
(21 ron) AHHAMAMMEJIOBBI 6ynyT oTObIBaTh CBOM JABYXTOAMYHBIA CPOK HaKa3aHHS B
MeCTaX JIMIIECHUS] CBOOO/IBI 32 OTKA3 OT CIIYKObI B ApMUU TI0 YOCKICHUSIM COBECTH.

13 wuronst 2009 roxy [anypast YYETOB (22 roga) Obln mpu3HaH BHHOBHBIM 32 «OTKa3 OT
CIyx0Obl B apMuu» M ObUI NPUTOBOPEH K JBYM TroJaM JMIIEHUs CBOOOABL.  AkMypan
ET'EHJIYPJIBIEB (20 siet) 6bu1 pu3HaH BUHOBHBIM, U cya 29 utong 2009 roga npuroBopui ero
K MOJYTOpa rojam JIieHus cBo0oabl. Bee oHM 00XkanoBaiv CBOM MPUTOBOPHI, HO 0€3yCHEIIHO.

Hagpy3z HACBIPJIAEB (19 ner) B mapte 2009 roga B Bo3pacte 18 et OblI pU3BaH B apMHIO B
ropone Jamory3. OH TpWXIbl OTKa3blBaJCs MATU CIYXHTh [0 CBOMM PEJIUTHO3HBIM
yoexnenusm. Ilociae storo ero neno ObUIO MepelaHO Al PACCMOTPEHHUS CYIOM Topoja

Hamory3. 7 nexabpst 2009 rona oH ObLI NPUTOBOPEH K JBYM T0/aM OTOBIBAaHMEM CpOKa B
KoJoHuH-noceneHnu. OH o0xanmoBai nmpuroop, u 3 ssaBaps 2010 roma 061aCcTHOM CyT OCTaBHII
IpUroBop 6e3 N3MEHEHHH.

4 asrycra 2010 roga A3uz PO3UEB (20 ner) 661 ipuroBopeH cyaom ropoja Ceid K oqHOMY
TOAly M LIECTU MecsllaM JIMIIEHUSI CBOOOBI 32 OTKa3 OT cIy>kObl B apmuu. OH 00>kajoBaji 3TOT
MIPUTOBOP, HO OE3YCIENTHO.

30 aBrycra 2010 roma [osimeer BAINMMOB (22 ropma) Obul HMPUIOBOPEH CYJIOM Tropoja
Typkmenabaa k moixyTopa rojgam JuiieHus: cBo6oapl. OH ObUT apecToBaH 12 aBrycra, ¥ Kakoe-To
BpeMs HHMKTO HE 3Hal O ero mecronpeObiBaHuu. Korjga ero poaurenu CMOIIM KOPOTKO €ro
YBUAETh B Hauyaje CEHTSOps, BCE €ro Telo ObLIO MOKPHITO CHHSKAMU U KPOBOMOJITEKAMU OT
u3buenuii. Ilociennee m3BectHoe HaM Aeno Obulo paccMoTpeHo 20 centsiOpst 2010 roma B
otHomennn Axmera XYJAWBEPTEHOBA (20 ner). OH GbUI IPHTOBOPEH CYIOM K MOTyTOpA
rojiaM JUIIEHUs: cBOOOABI. Bce BoceMb MOIOABIX Y3HHUKOB COBECTH JIEpXKATCs B 3aKIIOYCHUU B
TPyA0BO# KOJOHUMU ropoja Cenau.

Mpb1 oOpamiaemcsi Kk BJaacTaM TypKMeHHCTAHA U HPOCUM HPUMEHUMb AMHUCIUIO K 60CbMU
3AKII0YEHHBIM RO YOeHCOeHUAM CO8ecmu U 0C60000UMb UX, YMOObl OHU MO2TIU 6EPHYMbCA K
ceoum cemvam. B coorBercTBMH ¢ AupekTHBOil CoBera EBponbl BHeApeHHe HACTOsSIIIEH
aJIbTEPHATHUBHON TIPaKIAHCKOH CJOY:KObI MOIJIO0 Obl MOMOYb MOJIOABIM JIIOASAAM ObITH
MoJIe3HBIMHU CBOEii CTPaHe, He MepecTynas Yyepe3 CBOK COBECTb. AMHHMCTHS 10 OTHOIIEHHIO
K 3TMM BOCHBMH JIIOASIM MOKAa3aja 0bl TOTOBHOCTH BJIacTeil yBamaTh cCBO0OOJY COBECTH B
TypkmeHucTane.

Heneranus Ceuperenelr Merosl roroBa BCTPETUTHCSA € MpeACTaBUTENSIMM TypKMEHHCTaHa,
NPUCYTCTBYIOIUMH Ha 3TOW KOH(EpEeHLUH, 4YTOObl YTOYHHUTH JIOObIE HEJONOHMMAHUS U
IIPOJIOJKATH KOHCTPYKTUBHBIN JUAJIOT.




RELIGIOUS FREEDOM CONCERNS IN UZBEKISTAN
STATEMENT BY THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF
JEHOVAH’S CHRISTIAN WITNESSES

For the OSCE Human Dimension Sessions of the 2010 Review Conference, Astana, November 26-28, 2010

Three Jehovah’s Witnesses who were sentenced in 2008 to long prison sentences remain in
prison camps although there had been several occasions when the UZBEKISTAN
government amnestied prisoners. Usually at the time of such amnesties the three men are
found guilty of “violating the prison routine”, which disqualifies them for being granted
amnesty.

Olim Turayev, a 37-year-old medical doctor and father of three small children from
Samarkand and one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, has been serving a four-year prison sentence
since April 25, 2008. He was charged with teaching his religious beliefs to others and for
organizing illegal religious activity, acts that, according to the Uzbekistan law, are punishable
crimes (Articles 216 and 229(2) of the Criminal Code). On August 12, 2009, Turayev’s
attorney filed an appeal for amnesty with the prosecutor’s office of the Pastdargom district of
the Samarkand region. That same day, Turayev was taken to the Kattakurgan jail and later the
Pastdargom court found him guilty of *“violating the prison routine.” His sentence was
changed from an “open” to a “general” regime labor colony. Later he was transferred to the
“general” regime Tavaksay colony (Tashkent region).

Abdubannob Akhmedov (age 33, citizen of Margilan, Fergana region) has been serving a
four-year prison sentence since July 23, 2008, for violating Article 216 of the Uzbekistan
Criminal Code, which penalizes activity of unregistered religions organizations. When
Akhmedov requested amnesty in 2009, he was moved from the “open” regime settlement to
the “general” regime colony in the town of Navoi (KIN 29).

Sergey Ivanov, age 23, was sentenced by the Margilan City Criminal Court on July 23, 2008,
to three and a half years in an “open” labor colony for religious activity under Article 216 of
the Uzbekistan Criminal Code. After applying for amnesty, he was accused of violating the
“prison routine,” and his sentence was changed from an “open” to a “general” colony. He
was transferred to a prison in Tavaksay colony (Tashkent region).

We call upon the government of Uzbekistan to free Jehovah’s Witnesses who are
prisoners of conscience. This would be in compliance with the Uzbekistan Constitution
and international guarantees of religious freedom.

A delegation of Jehovah’s Witnesses is ready to meet with representatives of Uzbekistan
attending the present conference in order to clarify any misunderstanding and to promote a
constructive dialogue.




OBECITIOKOEHHOCTSD ITO TIOBOAY COBJIIOAEHUA

PEJIMT'MO3HbLIX CBOBO/l B Y3BEKUCTAHE
3ASIBJIEHUE EBPOIIEVICKOI ACCOLMALIMEN XPUCTUAHCKUX CBUIETEJIEN UETOBbI

Ha Bctpede OBCE 1o Bompocam uenoBedeckoro u3mepeHus B Acrane 26-28 nosops 2010 roxa

Tpoe Csupereneit Merossl, kotopbix ocyqwind B 2008 rony K NpOJOJIKUTENBHBIM CPOKaM
JUIIEHUS CBOOOBI, 10 CUX IOpP HAXOAATCS B 3aKIIOYEHHM, HECMOTPS Ha HEOJHOKpATHBIE
cinydau, korga Bnactd Y3BEKUCTAHA o0bsBIsUIIM aMHUCTUIO 3aKITIOUeHHBIM. OOBIYHO B
NepUOJ MPOBENECHUS AMHUCTUH 3THUX TPOUX MY>KUYMH NMPU3HAIOT BUHOBHBIMU B «HAPYILIEHUU
BHYTPEHHET0 peXXHMay», KOTOPOE JIUIIAET UX MpaBa HAa MPUMEHEHUE K HUM aMHHUCTHUH.

Omnum Typaes, 37-neTHHI Bpad M OTEll TpeX MajeHbKHX AeTell u3 CamapkaHjaa, sSBISETCS
onuuM n3 Cunereneil Merosel. OH 0TOBIBaeT CBOE YEThIpEXJIETHEE 3aKII0UEHHE ¢ 25 anpens
2008 roga. OH 0OBMHEH B OOYYEHHM PEIMTHO3HBIM BEPOBAHUSM JPYTUX U B OpraHU3alluu
HE3aKOHHOH pEeIMIrHO3HOM AeATeNbHOCTU - AEWCTBUS, KOTOpPbIE IO 3aKOHaM Y30eKucTaHa
MIPU3HAIOTCS HAaKa3yeMbIMHU IpecTyIUIeHUAMHU (ctaThu 216 u 229(2) YroaoBHOro KOJAEKca).
12 aBrycra 2009 roga 3ammrtHuUK TypaeBa oOpaTuics ¢ XojaTaiicTBOM 00 aMHUCTHH B
npokyparypy Ilactnapromckoro paifona Camapkanjackoi obnactu. B tot xe nens Typaesa
nepeBenu B Karrakypranckuil cieacTBeHHBIH M30iiTOp, M mo3xe [loctnapromckuil cya
MIPU3HAJI €r0 BUHOBHBIM B «HApYILIEHUU BHYTpPEHHEro pexxumay. Ero mepa HakazaHus Obuia
M3MEHEHA C «KOJIOHUU-TIOCETICHUS» Ha «KOJIOHUIO 0o01iero pexxuma». IlotoMm ero nepesenu B
TaBakcalickyro KooHUIO 001ero pexuma (TamkeHTckas 001acTh).

Ab6nyb6anno6 AxmenoB (33 roma, skurenb ropojga Maprunan, ®epraHckoil oOmactu)
OTOBIBAaET YETHIPEXTOAUYHOE 3akitoueHue ¢ 23 urons 2008 roga 3a HapymieHue cratbu 216
VYronoBHoro kojaekca Y30OekucraHa. JlaHHas cTaThd MpeaycMaTpuBaeT HakazaHue 3a
NeSITEIbHOCTh HE3apETUCTPUPOBAHHBIX PENUTHO3HbIX opraHuzauuii. Korma B 2009 romy
AxmenoB oOpaTwics 3a aMHUCTUEH, €ro IMepeBeNd M3 KOJOHUU-TIOCETCHHUS B KOJIOHHUIO
obmiero pexuma ropona Hasou (KMH 29).

Cepreit Banos (23 ner) 23 utonsa 2008 roga 3a peaUrnHo3HYIO ACSITEIBHOCTh OBLT OCYXICH
cymoMm ropoaa Maprunan mo cratbe 216 YTojoBHOTO Kojekca Y30ekucraHa K TPEM C
MOJIOBUHOW TOJaM JIMIIEHHs] CBOOOJBI ¢ OTOBIBAHMEM HaKa3aHUS B KOJIOHUH-IIOCEJICHUS.
[Tocne oOpamieHuss 0 MPUMEHEHUH aMHUCTHH, €r0 OOBUHWIA B HAPYIICHUU «BHYTPEHHETO
peXHMa», U €ro HakazaHHe ObUIO 3aMEHEHO C KOJOHHHU-TIOCEJICHHS Ha KOJIOHHUIO OOIero
pexnma. Ero mepesenu B TaBakcaiickyro KkojoHuto oOmiero pexknma (TamrkeHTckas
00J1aCTh).

Mb1 oOpamaemMcsi K BJACTAM Y30eKHCTaHA ¢ NPoch0oi ocBodoauTh CBHIeTeJel
HeroBbl, KoTOpbIEe SIBJSIOTCA Y3HMKAMH COBeCTH. JTO OyIeT COOTBETCTBOBAThH
Koncruryuuu  Y30eknucraHa M MeKIYHAPOJAHBLIM TapaHTHsIM Ha  cBoOoay
BEPOUCIOBEIAHNS.

Heneranus CBuuereneit MeroBel roToBa BCTPETHUTHCS C TMPEACTaBUTEIIMHU Y30eKUCTaHa,
NPUCYTCTBYIOIIMMH Ha 3TOW KOH(EpPEHIMH, YTOOBl YTOYHHTH JIIOObIE HEIOTOHHUMAHUS W
MIPOJIOJDKUTHh KOHCTPYKTUBHBINA TUAJIOT.




